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FIND COIN RUSH IS FATAL 





What Farmers Selling Stuff for 


And Experts’ Idea on Admissions 


+ 


Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 
. Drop of show business in the ter- 
ritory to a new depression bottom 
is not only coincident with 25 below 
zero weather and theatre receiver- 
ships, but also with another collapse 
in farm prices. With the farmers 
only getting two cents a quart for 
milk, eight cents a dozen for eggs, 
30c a bushel for wheat and l4c a 
pound for butter, it has been figured 


iby the experts at U. of Minu. that 
@ proper and corresponding price 
for theatre admissions, if the level 
of these prices fell in proportion to 
and bore a proper relation to that 
of agricultural products, would be a 
single penny or less. 

Under present conditions, a 
farmer has to sell more than four 
dozen eggs or a bushel of wheat to 
get the wherewithal for a single 
theatre admission in most spots. 
With this territory almost entirely 
dependent upon agriculture’s well- 
being for any prosperity which it 
may enjoy, little wonder theatre 
business is shot, show people say. 


‘EMPEROR JONES’ FILM 
WITH PAUL ROBESON? 


John Krimsky and Gifford Coch- 
ran have completed details on their 
proposed film production company. 
They will shortly start a filmization 
of ‘Emperor Jones.’ 

‘Jones’ will be made from the 
Eugene O'Neill play and not the 
Louis Gruenberg opera. recently 
produced. Dudley Murphy will di- 
rect, with Eugene O'Neill possibly 
sitting in on the manuscript re- 
vision. 

Negroes will be used for the col- 
ored characters in the film, with the 
possible exception of the lead, 
though an attempt is being made to 
secure Paul Robeson for that role. 

Cochran is a son of one of the 
founders of Bethlehem Steel and got 
into the show business through dis- 
tribution of ‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ 


Ukelele, iain 
Duck Union Rules 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 

Under the musicians’ union's 
#nobbish, but convenient, ruling 
that ukelele players and harmonica 
virtuos! are not musicians, recent 
radio programs desiring to avoid 
that $18 per broadcast tap have 
been giving these ‘non-musical’ in- 
struments quite a vogue. 

Within the past month three new 
Programs have gone to one or the 
Other, or both, of these unrecog- 
nized instruments for inexpensive 


accompaniment. They are: Lister- 
ine’s Uncle Quin and Wishbone, 
Colgate’s ‘Young 49ers’, and Pat 


Barnes’ Rar Z Ranch. 





Suspicious 





on the 
trying 


An operating exec, 
phone, having trouble, 
to reach the missus. 

‘Don't tell me she’s in the 
hands of the receivers,’ too, he 
yelled. 


HEARST PLAYS 
ENGLISHMEN 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

When unemployed film actors and 
writers who had lost their jobs to 
foreigners appealed to William 
Randolph Hearst, the publisher re- 
plied with a telegram which held 
promise of help. When the protes- 
tants asked for more specific ad- 
vice on how to handle the situation, 
Hearst did 2 reverse English and 
replied that he did not think it de- 
sirable or possible for his papers to 
go into details on the various ‘Buy 
American’ programs. ‘We urge vig- 
orously the general policy and leave 
to the various elements the decision 
of how that policy can best be pro- 
moted,’ he told them. 

In Marion Davies’ next Cosmo- 
politan picture, ‘Peg o' My Heart,’ 
the three principal male ieads are 
taken by Onslow Stevens, Robert 
Greig and Alan Mowbray, all Eng- 
lishmen. 


STRANDED ANIMAL ACT 




















Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 

Stranded here with his animal act, 
George Harrison had to leave the 
educated dogs, ponies and goats in 
the open in a truck with the tem- 
perature 20 below zero. As a result, 
he was arrested for cruelty to ani- 
mals and fined $15. 

Pedestrian who heard the animals 
moaning called the police, and the 
truck and its contents were taken 
to a barn and housed there during 
the balance of the night. 


Hitler ‘al Marriage 


Berlin, Feb. 13. 

Reports link Adolf Hitler to Frau 
Winifried Wagner, widow of Sieg- 
fried Wagner, the son of Richard 
Wagner, the eminent German com- 
poser. The widow has a couple of 
children. 

She is reported having told Hitler 
to return with his marriage pro- 
posal when he became Chancellor 
and she'd take the situation under 
more serious advisement. 











FINED $15 FOR CRUELTY, 








ICTS BURN VALUE 
VIA STAGE-GGREEN 


Radio Performers Invoking 
By-Product Money Re- 
straint for Prolonged Air 
Life—Radio Chief Goal, 
but Realize Only as Good 
as Last Script 








AT AUTHORS’ MERCY 





Realizing that almost the same 
applies in radio as in Hollywood— 
you’re as good as your last script, 
or your fast picture—the smart tal- 
ent on the ether is giving this 
plenty of attention. They’re strictly 
at the mercy of their authors, and 
this is more true of the air than 
screen, because the performer can’t 
be seen. The last radio script is the 
norm by which millions of people 
seem to measure talent and enter- 
taining abilities. 

Under these material limitations, 
radio entertainers are beginning to 
measure themselves along the same 
lines as seasons on vaudeville cir- 
cuits in the past. A vaude performer 
in the old days, after a route, stayed 
away for a season and worked for 
some other circuit before chancing 
to reappear before the first chain’s 
clientele again. And then, when that 
happened, it generally was with a 
new act or a changed routine. Sim- 
ilarly, the present day radio funster 
realizes that 26 or 39 good comedy 
scripts (or any other radio act) in 
as many consecutive weeks is sen- 
sational. If the average is 65% or 
70% that’s plenty good. 

Result is that the smart talent is 
thinking of keeping off the air for 
months at a time in between radio 
reappearances. They figure this is 
the only way they preserve their 
ether value. Simultansous radio, 
screen, phonograph and stage work, 
or overdoing the cash-and-carry 
idea, may be al_ right for quick coin 
but it exhausts value so fast. 

On the other hand there are or- 
chestra leaders who, amidst all the 
rush to see themselves in sound 
films, can’t be had for talking shorts 


(Continued on page 46) 


BRIDGE SHARPS GO 
LIKE REST ON LOT: 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

With Ely Culbertson getting fin- 
nicky and temperamental, Murray 
Roth walked off the set two o’clock 
Sunday morning after Culbertson 
raised a howl. 

Ely claimed the cards were dealt 
wrong on a scene with Roth, ex- 
claiming: T have got enough of this. 
I am quitting.’ 

Sam White, head cutter on shorts 








at Radio, was promoted to director- 
ship and took over megging the/| 
bridge picture. 


10 Actors and Wives Living in 
L. A. Old Mill—Denied Charity Aid 





Trick of the Trade 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Owner of a gambling spot 
near here was afraid the large 
number of cars parked outside 
his place would tip. 

So he is parking his custom- 
ers’ autos on a nearby lot, with 
a sign in front reading ‘Used 
Cars’. 
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NBC APPOINTS 
SONG CENSOR 


NBC has appointed its first offi- 
cial censor of songs broadcast over 
the network. To Joe Higgins goes 
the assignment of perusing the 
lyrics of all new tunes as to their 
suitability for loudspeaker consump- 
tion. If Higgins considers the lyrics 
out of line, the vocal rendition of 
the composition stands barred from 
any source on the chain. 

Higgins, formerly a booker in the 
RCA Victor Artists and Repertoire 
department, when the latter was a 
part of the NBC Artists Service, 
was rehired by NBC last week. He 
{is under the jurisdiction of Walter 
Preston, new musical supervisor in 
the program department. Besides 
functioning as censor, Higgins has 
charge of enforcement of the NBC 
rule against duplication of the same 
number on the blue or red network 
between the evening hours of 6 and 
4% 


UPTON SINCLAIR’S NEW 
BOOK ON WILLIAM FOX 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

Upton Sinclair has written a book 
which he claims is the most sensa- 
tional that ever carried his name. 

It is entitled ‘Upton Sinclair Pre- 
sents William Fox.’ 

It reveals the inside story of the 
Wall street battle for picture busi- 
ness control. Sinclair got the story 
from Fox, who came to his home 
every day for more than five weeks 
and told it to him, also the story of 
his life. 








Play on Depresh Idea 


Of Par in ‘Daily Bread’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Paramount will be the first studio 


to take advantage of the depression | 


Stud 
a back- 


as picture story material. 
now figuring on producing 
to-the-soil feature titled ‘Our Daily 


Bread.’ King Vidor may direct it. 
Yarn is still in the embryoni 
stage, with several writers asked to 
submit ideas. As a story theme 


depression has so far been taboo 


jby the majors. 


io is 














Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Supported by several song and 
scenario writers, Allied Theatrical 
Unemployment Group, quartered 
in an old planing mill, is caring for 


100 actors and their families who 
have been unable to obtain relief 
from civic and picture colony chari- 
ties. 

Chris Traynor, song writer, and 
his wife head the community shel- 
ter, in the building donated by Her- 
bert Schofield, the owner. Money 
for provisions is being given weekly 
by Bert Kalmer, Harry Ruby, Wil- 
liam Slavens McNutt, Grover Jones, 
Harry Warren. Dick Talmadge, 
James Hanley and Louis Lighton. 

Other money comes from various 
types of jobs by the  out-of- 
work actors. Some have even done 
farm work in return for provisions. 

Large number of women, particu- 
larly chorus girls, who have applied 
for shelter recently, has caused the 
group to iook for another building 
suitable for a women’s dormitory. 
Around 20 men sleep in the mill 
each night, frequently giving up 
their cots to the girls. 

Lack of money to rent a theatre 
has prevented the group several 
times from staging benefit shows. 


ANYONE WITH $1.50 
WELCOME ANYWHERE 


Comparable to the leveling of the 
classes with the overthrow of some 
royal dynasty is the sadness in the 
eyes of the maitres, managers and 
garcons of the formerly exclusive 
cafes and clubs as they are com- 
pelled to throw open their doors 
almost indiscriminately in order to 
realize enough turnover to pay ex- 
penses. Smart east side cafes which 
went through. a_ritual of electing 
members. are now issuing liberal 
‘guest card’. privileges, up to 60 
days—and. that, unofficially, means 
indef—to. recommended non-mem- 
bers. 

These paying guests principally 
are keeping things going. They're 
tapped $2.a head for a couvert and 
$1 a drink, plus a fancy menu scale, 
and seemingly not unwilling to pay 
in view of the reputed ‘exclusive- 
ness’ of these clubs. 

Similarly, in the general cafe and 
restaurant = field, many a _ noted 
restaurateur and caterer with 
a recognition only of the swank 
patronage that moves with the sea- 








sons to the sundry resorts must 
| now give-it-that to anybody witha 
couple of bucks. 

Everything is so scaled, say they, 
that ‘anybody making $100 a week 
nowadays can afford to go almost 
anywheres. We have a $1.50 dinner 
and glad to serve it to anybody 
where formerly they couldn't look 
inside our place for twice as much. 
If they buy a bottle of ginger ale 

$1.50 dinner, okay, we 
pennies, and if they 


don't lose either.’ 
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Katz Without Known Backing, 
But Reported Feeling Out Hearst 


Raiding Coast Studios for Talent 


* 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Sam Katz is making an ambitious 
endeavor here: to procure studio and 
releasing connections for a produc- 
tion organization, although reports 
emanating from New York’s finan- 
cial circles is that he has no appar- 


ent backing. Most of his efforts 
seem to lie in the direction of 
United Artists. 

While Katz is steaming up the 
production end of his idea, Kenneth 
Fitzpatrick, Paramount’s coast 
realty .head formerly .in charge 


of the Fitzpatrick-McElrey Circuit 
out of Chicago, is reported alive on 
the theatre end, trying. to line-up a 
group of coast operatars to form a 
new circuit. Latter try, is is under- 
stood, is in conjunction with the 
Feld-Chatkin endeavors in the east. 

Katz has informed picture people 
here that he ‘has associated with 
him besides Max Gordon, Sam H. 
Harris, Noel Coward and George 5S. 
Kaufman. He-also. has. stated that 
his first picture production unit will 
be the Marx Brothers. 

Katz has been negotiating with 
William Powell, who ‘s completing 
his Warner contract, to take over a 
unit as producer, director and pos- 
sible star. Reported. also Katz 
has approached William Randolph 
Hearst with a hope he can interest 
the publisher in the financial end 
of his scheme and include Marion 
Davies in the star set-up. Men- 
tioned further is an effort to get 
Maurice Chevalier and Greta Garbo, 
who is currently stalling on a de- 
cision to return to Metro. 


Talks Schenck Deal 


Katz is known to have talked 
over a tentative deal with Joseph 
M. Sehenck whereby his product 
would be released through United 
Artists. Deal also would provide 
the four or five Katz units to make 
their product on the U. lot. 

Efforts were mad: by the former 
Paramount exec to interest Irving 
Thalberg in his project as produc- 
tion head but latter was cold, re- 
minding Katz that he was under 
contract to Metro, 

John Zanft, who came west with 
Katz, has been sounding out various 
studio heads and executives with a 
view to linking forces with the Katz 
outfit. Zanft returned Wednesday 
(8) to New York with the Nicholas 
M. Schenck party. 

As part of his hunt for talent, 
Katz has approached Rouben Mam- 
oulian, Par director; Edwin Burke, 
Fox writer, and Ernst Lubitsch, 
directing at Par. Alexander Wooll- 
cott has already been lined up to 
represent the Katz-Zanft-Gordon 
combination in Europe as 2 story 
and writer scout, it is claimed. 

According to Katz, financing of 
his plan will not come from bank- 
ing interests, but from individuals 
in New York and Chicago now lined 
up with him. 

Katz and Gordon will remain 
here another two weeks before re- 
turning east. Present plans are for 
their first feature to get under way 
on or about Aug. 1, it’s said. 
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Change of Heart 





Hollywood, Fem. 13. 

Indie studio sought to bor- 
row a star from a major lot. 
with the latter asking that the 
script be submitted before it 
gave an answer. 

Answer was that 
was not: available, 
much did the indie 


the star 
but how 
want for 





the script. 


LOVE SCENES DRAW 
BRITISH CENSOR BAN 


Culver City, Feb. 13. 

Warm love scenes between Clark 
Gable and Joan:Crawford, without 
benefit of ‘clergy in ‘Possessed,’ has 
brought a British censor ban. Metro 
will partially remake the picture for 
the English market, eliminating 
certain sequences, and with, the 
leads going through a secret mar- 
riage to satisfy the censors. 

Edgar Selwyn will handle the re- 
taking, which is expected to require 
a week, Production starts as soon 
as both players are free. 

Difference in censorship rulings 
between England and the United 
States caused the ban, Britain's 
censors demanding a marriage 
license for players in stories having 
too intimate love scenes. 


SOME DOUBT THAT PAR 
WANTS 2D KATE SMITH 


Doubt is expressed in New York 

Paramount quarters that company 
will make another picture with Kate 
Smith. Air girl was given a con- 
tract for two following her appear- 
ance with other radio talent in ‘Big 
Broadcast.’ 
First under this two-picture con- 
tract, ‘Hello, Everybody’ sent Para- 
mount, New York, to a new low 
weekly gross of $15,000. In many 
other spots picture doing only half 
the normal business. 

If not shelving plans for another 
with Miss Smith, she may be used 
with others in a picture rather than 
as star alone. 


MILLER’S ‘GIRLHOOD’ 


Maybe 























Done Before Col. Film— 


With Helen Hayes? 





Jeane Cohen, story editor for Co- 
lumbia, has completed an adapta- 
tion of ‘Girlhood of a Queen,’ by 
Sil-Var for Gilbert Miller. 

Miller, now on the coast for Co- 
lumbia, has intimated he'll do the 
piece pronto, with Helen Hayes in 
the lead. He's talking to Miss Hayes 
about the role, at the same time he’s 
looking over the Columbia picture 
proposition. 


Leads Switch Back 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Colin Clive, engagec for the male 
lead in ‘Peg O’ My Heart,’ the Ma- 
rion Davies picture at Metro, and 








later switched to ‘Service’ with 
Onslow Stevens replacing him in 
‘Peg,’ is back in the Irish story 


again, with Stevens taking Clive’s 
place in ‘Service.’ 

Interchange of leads occurred 
when studio decided they were both 
better suited for the other’s part. 





Sam Jaffee, Producer 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 





Sam Jaffee, 
for Radio, becomes a producer. 

C. D. White, his former assistant, 
has taken ever production job. 


Mae Clarke’s Break 


Hollywocd, Feb. 13. 
Mae Clarke, after ber perform- 
ance.in ‘Rivets,’ was given long con- 
tract by Metro. 
Deal through Leo Morrison. 





production manager 





WILL MAHONEY 


Mr. Gordon Hillman in the Bos- 


ton “Daily Record” said: “After 
seeing Will Mahoney, the headliner 
at Keith’s; there is a suspicion in 
my mind that Mr, Mahoney is one 


|of the best one-man entertainments 


on the stage.” 
Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 


Thorpe, Studio Casting : 
— Contact, Aids Garsson 
In Probing ‘Indians’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
| Murray W. Garsson, special as- 
sistant to the Secretary of Labor, 
has started an investigation of 
Hollywood ‘Indians’ to determine if 
they are in the country illegally. 
To avoid immigration difficulties, 
many Italians, Mexicars, Armen- 
ians and ‘other swarthy-skinned 
foreigners have been passing them- 
selves off as Indians, figuring no 
one could then question their entry 
into the U. 8S. 

Garsson is checking over a list of 
rea] Indians compiled by Jim 
Thorpe some time ago to keep the 
outsiders from getting extra work 
when the studios sent out calls for 
red skins. Thorpe is studio cast- 
ing contact when Indians are 
needed for mobs. He is assisting 
Garsson in picking out the real 
Americans from aliens. Ann Ross, 
Thorpe’s Indian secretary, is as- 
sisting. 


SOME HONEST CLUBS, 
BUT ALSO OTHERS 


Another view of the recent flurry 
caused by ‘Variety’s’ recent com- 
ment on film fan clubs, comes from 
a correspondent who had the scar 
of a bite and offers the suggestion 
that clubs on the level should wel- 
come a crusade against the other 
type. 

















Marion, Ind., Feb. 9. 
Editor ‘Variety’: 

I have been reading about the 
dishonest fan clubs, and the upris- 
ing of the ones who resented your 
article. 

About six years ago, I received a 
letter from a chap in Pennsylvania, 
asking me to join a fan club. Al- 
though I do not remember to whom 
it was dedicated, I do remember 
that I remitted the required dues 
and that’s the last I ever heard of 
him or the dues. 

Of course there are honest fan 
clubs, and perhaps they have a 
right to rise up in defense. But 
how can they feel that they are in 
a position to know whether you 
were right or not in your article? 
I would give ‘Variety’ the benefit 
of the doubt, and sum it up this 
way: Some clubs are honest and 
some are not honest. So long as the 
honest clubs have a clear con- 
science, they shouldn’t upbraid you 
for exposing the dishonest ones. 

Ralph Cokain. 


SAILINGS 


Feb. 18 (New York to Berlin), 
Patsy Ruth Miller (Europa). 

Feb. 12 (Los Angeles to New 
York), Mrs. James Kevin McGuin- 
ness (California), 

Feb. 11 (Mediterranean cruise), 
Mr. and Mrs, Joe Goldberg (Au- 
gustus). 

Feb. 10 (Los Angeles to Sydney), 
John Nolan (Mariposa). 








Feb. 10 (New York to Paris), 
Helena Rubinstein, Alexander Leg- 
gett, Al Lewin, Jacques Feyder, 
|Nine Jackson Girls, Mrs. George 


Antheil (Paris). 

Feb. 10 (London to New York) 
Louis Dreyfus, Herbert Marshall 
(Europa). 





Lupe Velez Hit System with Men 
Is Not to Talk About Herself 





Familiar Spots 





Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Margaret Mann, character 
actress, has been engaged for 
a bit in ‘Pilgrimage’ at Fox. 

Picture is being  photo- 
graphed or the same stage 
where, four years ago, ‘Four 
Sons,’ in which Miss Man 
starred, was made. 


WRITER’S CONTRACT 
LETS IN OUTSIDE WORK 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Probably the most unique writer’s 
contract given by a studio is that 

handed Rian James by Warners. 
It becomes effective in June, but 
does not require the writer to re- 
port to the studio before Aug. 1. 
Meanwhile he has permission to do 
one story for Paramount, one for 
Metro and one for Fox during that 
interval, with the extra reimburse- 
ment retained by him. James is 
also negotiating to do one for RKO. 
Warners also handed Mrs. 
James an acting contract for 52 
weeks. -She is the former Diane 

Cordey, once with the ‘Follies.’ 


ETHER PULLING CURTAIN 
FROM ACTORS’ CHARITY 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Those quiet acts of charity of 
picture celebs will be brought into 
the open as a program for ‘Holly- 
wood On the Air,’ Feb. 17. 

Program will be billed ‘Bouquet 
Night,’ with short dramatic sketches 
narrating charitable and _ other 
commendable activities of the film 
stars. One of the playlets will be 
centred on Marion Davies’ clinic for 
indigent children here. 























Marlene’s Pants Give 
L. A. Stores a Break 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Department stores here are vieing 
with one another in pushing sale of 
male attire for women or mannish 
femme outfits, and are tying up pic- 
ture star names as an added lure. 
Marlene Dietrich gets the biggest 
Plug in the drive, with ‘Marlene’ 
trouser suits; ‘Marlene’ hats and 
mannish suits, and ‘Marlene’ severely 
tailored coat suits. Other femme 
outfits of the mannish type are 
labelled ‘Kay,’ ‘Marian,’ ‘Norma,’ 
‘Joan’ and ‘Helen.’ 








GEO. RAFT IN WRONG 


Demands $2,500 Weekly Salary— 
May Get Suspension Instead 








Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Paramount is ready to put Georgie 
Raft under suspension upon his re- 
fusal to play part in ‘Case of 
Temple Drake.’ Jack Larue starts 
instead today. 

Raft is insisting the company give 
him $2,500 a week or he will go to 
Europe. Now drawing $750 weekly. 

It’s understood a producer asso- 
ciated with Paramount told Raft to 
stand pat on the demand and that 
the company would come through. 

Par officials here are burned over 


Robt. Sparks Out at Par 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Robert Sparks, formerly assistant 
to E. Lloyd Sheldon who recently 
resigned at Paramount as associate 
producer, goes off the lot, too. 

Sparks, formerly legit producer in 
New York, has an independent pro- 
duction deal on the fire. 


it 











Colman Ignores Radio 
Hookup for ‘Masquerader’ 


Sustaining program on NBC for 
an indefinite period, as a means of 
advertising ‘Masquerader,’ Ronald 
Colman picture soon for release by 
United Artists, is being arranged for 
through Lynn Farnol. 

Ronald Colman has refused to 
personally have anything to do with 
the broadcasts, 








When Lupe Velez was still a lite 
tle girl, she figured out that a 
spanking only hurts for two min- 
utes, but what’s two minutes’ pain 
compared to the three hours of 
pleasure that preceded it. So Lupe’s 
mother spanked her often, but Lupe 
was always ahead. 

Now, says Miss Velez, soon she'll 
be 23 and she’s a child no longer— 
she’s a woman. Life has taught 
her something else and that is ‘Lupe 
—always be Lupe, just Lupe!’ 


For instance, about the songs 
she’s going to sing in ‘Strike Me 
Pink’: ‘Some actresses, because 


they become a star, they think they 
can do anything, and they’re lousy. 
Not me. Helen Morgan can do a 
torch song, Jeannette MacDonald 
can sing sweet and pretty—but 
Lupe means love and rhythm. T 
want songs that suit me, like ‘Oh, 
Mr. Carpenter.’ That gave me a 
chance to be Lupe.’ 

As a matter of fact, says Lupe, 
whatever success she’s achieved 
comes from her firm determination 
always to be herself. Before she 
came to this country she just was 
herself without thinking about it. 
But soon as she got around here 
people began to say, ‘Look, isn’t she 
natural!’ 

Lupe Loves It 

I was only doing things that 
were normal to me,’ she explained, 
‘but they’d say ‘Well—what is that?* 
I'm not a little sweet ga-ga, and 
I’m not bad—I’m just human, 
Whatever I do is okay because 
never am I affected. Maybe you 
think they’d not like to do the same 
as me, but they’re hypocrites, cow= 
ards, a lot of Strange Interludes ine 


side. So they watch me and talk 
about me—and do I love it!’. Lupe 
laughed. 


Lupe believes that you live just 
so long, so enjoy yourself. Her 
work alone can halt her pursuit of 
the immediate happiness. 

‘I try only about my work,’ she 
confessed. ‘Not my looks, not love, 
My work pays me, not my looks, 
not love. Love doesn’t come for 
trying anyway. If it is not meant 
for you, nothing you do matters. 
If I land men, it’s because I don’t 
try to. They happen to enjoy my 
company. I’m good company. I 
don’t talk about myself to them. 
Why should I? I don’t think I’m 
so hot. And I never make a fuss 
over a man. There are plenty of 
fish in the ocean. Women are so 
much nicer than men anyway, why 
should a woman make a fuss over 
aman?’ Lupe likes men, but she 
wouldn’t lift her little finger to get 
one, says she. 

Miss Velez has a _ philosophical 
theory about her detractors. Let 
people gossip about her all they 
like, Lupe keeps still. You can win 
more with molasses than with hit- 
ting,’ she thinks. ‘If you’re insulted 
and smile—they feel ashamed of 
themselves. They try that much 
harder to make it up to you the 
next time.’ 

Lupe’s early tendency to figure 
things out for herself is still work- 
ing. 


SULLIVAN OF ‘NEWS’ IN 
FOR 13 SHORT FILMS 


Warners’ Flatbush (Brooklyn) 
studio, closed for the past two 
months, re-opens April 1 for 33-34 
shorts. Names are being signed 
now, mostly on a series basis. 

Set so far, for 13 shorts each, are 
the Paul Whiteman band and Fd 
Sullivan, New York ‘News’ Broad- 
way columnist. Maxwell House 
‘Show Boat,’ radio program, is down 
for a two-reeler, 

The WB shorts layout will follow 
the current season product’s trend 
toward more music, only to a greate 
er extent. 











Selznick Only Looking, 
But Jack Gilbert Walks 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Following a visit of David O. 
Selznick to the Metro lot to inspect 
John Gilbert’s bungalow, which he 
will occupy after the actor leaves 
the lot, the actor refused to appear 
Thursday (9) for work on ‘Rivets,’ 
his final Metro picture. 

Studio execs got to Gilbert, 
smoothed down his hair and had 
him back on the job Friday. 
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JAP FOOTAGE LEADS WORLD 





Jolson Wants to Make One Picture 
In His Own Way—Just to See! 





Gypsy Al Jolson came back from 
Miami for the premiere of ‘Hal- 
lelujah I'm a Bum’ on Broadway 
and found a great big chocolate 
cake in his hotel suite, a present 
from United Artists congratulating 
him on his five years in the picture 
business. Mr. Jolson didn’t cut it. 
He thought it better to wait until 
after the picture opened Wednes- 
day to find out if that chocolate 
icing’s really sugar. 

Mr. Jolson left Miami because it 
interferred with his worrying. He 
read in the papers it was going to 
be cold in New York, but at noon 
last Wednesday the sun was shin- 
ing in his window and he never 
frets on sunny days. ‘Hallelujah’ 
is an intelligenzia kind of a thing; 
it‘s sophisticated whimsy—no sex, 
no love interest, and maybe folks 
won't want that intelligenzia stuff 
from him, maybe they don’t want it 
at all. He isn’t an intelligenzia sort 
of a guy anyway, he’s a big Cros- 
ley boy now. Well, the picture will 
either smash across or it will turn 
out a sweet floperoo. Mr. Jolson 
said as he decided on a ride in the 
park. 

The picture biz is a 25c business 
that went nuts! Mr. Jolson re- 
marked. ‘Did they have to build 
those chandeliers? Did they have 
to hire those ushers to tell you ‘sit 
here’ when you want to sit there— 
so you walk out, go home and sit 
where you feel like. They took 
their money out of the 10c houses 
and buried it in gold bricks to build 
palace with. Shakespeare, though 
mind you I’m not an intelligenzia 
guy, said the play’s the thing and 
he did all right. The picture used 
to be the thing when business was 
good. Now it’s the stage show. 
They bill the picture in type so 
small you can’t find it. You go to 
a picture house and imagine your 
surprise to find a picture playing 
there, too. 

‘Paying me all that money for 
picture house appearances is plain 
daffy. They shouldn't have done it 
in the first place and they wouldn't 
have to do it now. They got them- 
selves into something and now they 
can’t find their way out. Why don’t 
they close .those theatres in the 
summer, and let the people get 
hungry again? 

No More Mystery 


‘What’s show business today any- 
way? No more mystery. The 
glamour’s gone. They’re’ giving 
away the inside on behind the 
scenes. They show you _ picture 
stars in person, they let you in on 
backstage tricks. You watch radio 
broadcasts, you know how they 
trick picture photography, you've 
got all the dope on the stars’ pri- 
vate lives. There’s nothing left for 
y‘u to wonder about. The romance 
has disappeared.’ 

Nevertheless Mr. Jolson is still 
going tc make a picture, make it 
himself. Just once he'd like to run 
loose on the screen, really let him- 
self go, really be himself. ‘It’s not 
me, standing in one spot and acting, 
standing on another chalk mark 
and singing. I’ve got to be free, I’ve 
got to leap about and I just know 
that camera can follow me. I’m go- 
ing to try it. What’s the worst 
that can happen? Suppose I make 
a flop. They made a couple of flops 
for me themselves. But I think I 
can make a good picture, and I 
know I can make it for a $100,000. 
How? You remember that general 
that said, ‘Don’t fire ‘till you see 
the whites of their eyes? Well, 
don't turn that crank till the script 
is tinished.’ 

And then Mr. Jolson opened a 
telegram from Georgie Price. ‘Con- 
gratulations,’ he read, ‘Hope ‘Hal- 
leiujah’ is the same success your 
other pictures have been.’ ‘Oh, 
Lawd!’ yelled the Mammy Boy. ‘My 
last two pictures were flops!’ 





Lowe East on Personals 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Edmund I.owe left here (9) for 
New York, where he starts several 
weeks of personal appearances. 


Lyons & Lyons arranged dates. 


os 











Ma Lost Her Pants 


Danny Winkler’s mother is 
around 60 and lives with her 
son at the Park Central Hotel. 
Mrs. Winkler is considered an 
oracle on racing matters with 
almost any dispute over the 
ponies around the hotel left to 
Dan’s Ma for decision. 

One of ‘the fellows gave the 
matter some thought and said: 

‘How is it, Mrs. Winkler, you 
know so much about horses?’ 

‘Listen boy,’ Ma replied, ‘I’ve 
known so much about the track 
for 15 years now that I haven't 
any pants left.’ 


Fan Mags, Using Star 
Photos to Sell Ads, 
Burn Studio P.A.’s 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Publicity directors are rebelling 
against the drive of fan magazines 
to obtain advertising tieups of stars. 
Matter will come up at a Hays office 
publicity directors’ meeting shortly, 

Fan magazines have been getting 
contracts from national advertisers 
providing the mags can get the nec- 
essary stills of players to go with 
them. With contracts waiting, the 
mags have used plenty of pressure 
to obtain the pictures they need. 

Group pictures, containing stars 
from several studios, are the par- 
ticular burn of the press agents. 
They found it too difficult to get ail 
the players ‘n one spect at the same 
time. An oil company, ready for a 
big ad splurge, is the latest head- 
ache, demanding specially posed 
set stills. Press agents are com- 
plaining also because the new type 
of ad plugs the player instead of 
their pictures. 


GARBO’S JUST ANOTHER 
SWEDE IN STOCKHOLM 


Stockholm, Jan. 30. 

Greta Garbo has lately crept out 
of her splendid isolation. She is 
seen everywhere in Stockholm now, 
in the shops, at restaurants and in 
the theatres. People leave her 
alone. 

Her tennis partner, a real estate 
man, Max Gumpel, an old acquaint- 
ance of Greta, is often seen in he: 
company, and it is said that Greta, 
through his firm, Gumpel & Bengt 
son, has placed the bulk of her 
American dollars in real estate in 
Stockholm. She has recently bought 
a twin-six Packard and has leased 
a small one-family house at 7 Dan- 
deryds Gatan in Stockholm. The 
address is supposed to be a secret. 

On account of difficulties in ob- 
taining an immigration permit, 
Metro may have her do her next 
picture, ‘Drottning Kristina‘ (‘Queen 
Christine’), in Sweden. 

Victor Seastrom, at present play- 
ing on the stage in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, has been approached by 
Metro to direct. 


Film on Cartoonists 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Barry Trivers is on a story for 
Paramount which will be given to 
Jack Oakie. William Le Baron will 
produce. 
Title is ‘Funny Page’ and it’s 
about cartoonists. 


Terms for School Girls 





























Hollywood, Feb. 13. 





Lillian Mevcore local high school 
girl, has been given a termer as the 
first of the Hal Roach stock com- 
pany of young actresses. 

Two other gals are being lined up 
for signing this week. 





NATIVE MAES Licking Cangsters All Way, New 
Style if Cycle Back as Suggested 


O/0 IN YEAR 


U. S. Product Holds First 
Place in Imports, Screen- 
ing 206 Last Year—Nip- 
pon Has 1,350 Film 
Houses—Par Tries New 
Hook Up with Domestic 
Concern 


OLD LECTURES OUT 


By Burton Crane 


Tokyo, Jan. 26. 

Expressed in yen, business for 
foreign film exchanges in Japan has 
been holding up pretty well. Ex- 
pressed in dollars it has not been 
so good, for, since December 13, 
1931, the currency has dropped 
from 49.375 to 20.5 cents. Rentals 
have risen slightly but the gains 
cover only a trifling fraction of the 
exchange loss, for the theatres can’t 
afford the boost. 

Last year 236 foreign films were 
released in Japan, with not a 
single silent among them. Of 
these, 16 were German, 8 French, 
4 Soviet and 2 British. The other 
206 were American, divided as fol- 
lows: Paramount 50, Fox 465, 
Metro 35, Warners-FN 31, Univer- 
sal 20, United Artists 13, Columbia 
10 and RKO 2. 

But the market remains pre- 
dominantly Japanese. It always 
has been. This country produces 
almost as many feature-length mo- 
tion pictures (negatives) as all the 
rest of the producing countries in 
the wcrld combined. In 1932 it 
turned out 540 silent feature-length 
films and 30 talkers, for a grand 
total of 570. The Shochiku organ- 
ization did 95 silents and 14 talk- 
ers, Nikkatsu 85 silents and six 
talkers, Shinko (a Shochiku sub- 
sidiary) 60 silents and a flock of 
smaller companies 300 silents and 10 
talkers. Costs are low, shooting 
schedules unbelievably rapid but 
the public seems to like the pic- 
tures. 

1,350 Film Houses 

There are 1,350 picture theatres 
in Japan and its territories. The 
Shochiku chain has 400, Shinko 220, 
Nikkatsu 400, others in Japan 
proper 230. Dairen, Korea, For- 
mosa and Saghalien add 100 more. 
Of these, 60 play foreign film ex- 
clusively and 250 more play for- 
eign pictures occasionally. Since no 
silents from abroad are being 
shown here, this appears to indicate 
that there are 310 wired houses in 
the Empire, but this is not strictly 
true. Actual figures are not avail- 
able. There is a great deal of boot- 
leg equipment in use and several 
portable sets, used to some extent 
by the provincial houses. 

The most important chain for 
foreign pictures is Shochiku-Para- 
mount, which is simply a pooling of 
houses. This uses 104 feature- 
length releases a year, for all Japa- 
nese programs are twin-feature af- 
fairs. Paramount, which also dis- 
tributes for Columbia, has only 60 
features available, so the chain goes 
into the open market for the other 
44 needed, buying from all save 
Metro, which has its own chain 
arrangement. 

Metro is hooked up with the Nik- 
katsu interests, which started to 
wire houses when they began talkie 
production and needed foreign 
product to carry them along while 
changing over their studios. 

Fox has booking control over a 
chain of four Tokyo theatres, 
through which it first-runs prac- 
tically all its own product. The 
only exception last year among its 
best pictures was ‘Bad Girl,’ which 
went Shochiku-Paramount for its 
bow to the Japanese public and got 
a great publicity break through a 
phonograph record tie-up. In addi- 
tion to its own product, Fox is 
using MGM and Warners in that 
order. Since Metro got itself tied 
up tight in its Nikkatsu deal, Fox is 
obliged to buy Metro pictures from 
Nikkatsu. 

Paramount's b.o. records show 
that the following were the best 

(Continued on page 11.) 








Machine Age 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Writer turned in his treat- 
ment of ‘Black Beauty’ to I. E. 
Chadwick. 

Script was jake with the ex- 
ception it didn’t have a horse 
in it. 

Adaptation jdéb now goes to 
another writer, who has had 
a little stable experience. 


SUPERVISOR 
HAS CONSCIENCE 


Hollywood, Feb. . 13. 

Lou Edelman, formerly in the 
story dept., and Frank Davis, Harry 
Rapf's assistant for many years, 
jointly comprise an apprentice su- 
pervisorship on the Metro lot, 
which has just been created for 
them. They’re thus being groomed 
as associate producers to take over 
a unit on their own, or individually 
later on. 

Maurice Revnes, ex-agent, is the 
only actually ousted Metro super. 
Ralph Graves, actor-writer-pro- 
ducer, actually resigned, with an 
apology to L. B. Mayer that he felt 
he was wrongly taking money, as 
supervisor, and would prefer to con- 
tinue writing and acting until he 
could qualify as a super. 


DERBY WALL CARTOONS: 
GET SQUAWKS ON SPOTS 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Squawks from actors over billing, 
which has long been a natural in 
show business, now is causing a 


headache to the Brown Derby, with 
the players disturbed over the posi- 
tion their caricatures get in the eat- 
ing house. It’s oke when the car- 
toons are given a preferred position 
near the door, or over the first two 
booths, but when the framed gags 
are relegated to the rear wall the 
yells come in. 

Thinking that the cartoon idea 
would be a cosmopolitan touch and 
figuring that the yokels would go 
for it, the Derby has had a sketch 
artist doing the celebs for the past 
three months, and eatery now has 
some 300 caricatures on the walls. 

Management is hearing remarks 
from stars who resent the appear- 
ance of producers, supervisors and 
other execs in the exhibit hanging 
in the entrance. Players feel that the 
public has no interest in these studio 
nonentities and that the mugs of 
stars are being handicapped by be- 
ing hung on the side walls or the 
rear. 

Peeve of the stars is apparent, 
with the names glowering at the 
cartoons of their rivals every time 
they enter the place. 


























JACK PEARL’S FILM PRICES 


Metro’s Options Run Up to Total 
$500,000—$75,000 for First Film 








Jack Pearl must make two pic- 
tures in 1933 for Metro, if and 
when he signs, which hasn’t been 
done as yet, but it’s all set other- 
wise, says the comedian. He's to 
receive $75,000 for the fist picture 
and $100,000 for the second. Both 
must be made this year and, if 
Pearl formally closes the deal, as 
is expected, he will make his final 
four broadcasts for Lucky Strike 
from Hollywood as he must be out 
there June 1. 


+ 





Options which will total $500,000 
in money call for $110,000, $115,000 
and $125,000 for third, fourth and} 
fifth pictures, when and if. | 





In juxtaposition to the stand taken 
by the Hays organization, largely 
responsible from the standpoint of 
credit in keeping the screen de- 
void of underworld subjects dur- 
ing the past seasun, clamor for the 


return of the gun toter, as voiced 
at the sessions of the National 
Board of Review last week, already 
has some of the major producers 
mulling over old gangster mss. 

The NBR opinion came as a com- 
plete surprise in view not only of 
newspaper tirades against gangster 
features, but what amounted to 
more or less of an understanding 
between the major industry and the 
censor groups that there would be 
no more sawed-off shotgun stuff. 

Hays members adhered to these 
understandings, Hays himself issu- 
ing long statements last summer 
against the gangster’s domain on 
the screen. Thereafter, many an 
otherwise excellent story was re- 
jected by companies because it had 
a gangster touch. 

Pleasing the Public 


Return of gangsterdom to Holly- 
wood, if happening, will be by an 
entirely diffrent course. The gang- 
sters won't wait for a licking and 
annihilation in the last 50 feet. 
They'll start taking {it on the nose 
from the time the picture starts, 
according to several Haysites. 

Certain of the older Hays mem- 
bers now would have it understood 
that the major industry quit gang- 
ster themes because the public just 
tired of them; that there was never 
any real dictum against underworld 
material properly handled. Commer- 
cial more than the moral angle was 
responsible for the sudden gangster 
surcease, they maintain. In the 
same respect they state that if the 
rest of the public feels the same 
as that contained in expressions at 
the Review Board conferences, then 
most certainly, almost immediately, 
the public shall be served. 


CUMMINGS BEATS COL: IS 
SAILING FOR ENGLISH PIC 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 


Constance Cummings won her 
suit against Columbia Pictures in 
which she sought declaratory relief 
and a decision as to whether or not 
she was still under contract to the 
studio. The girl mantained thac 
Col. failed to take up her last option 
in writing, as required in the con- 
tract. 

Miss Cummings was to leave to- 
day (13) for New York to catch the 
first available boat for London, 
where she will do a picture for 
British International. Trial of her 
suit delayed departure a week. 


Comedians Question 
Par’s Contract Rights 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Four Marx Brothers have ques- 
tioned validity of transfer of their 
contract from Paramount-Publix to 
Paramount Productions. They claim 
contract they made had no assign- 
ment clause and therefore feel they 
should not make picture for Para- 
mount Productions. 

This was reason for trip taken by 
Henry Herzbrun to New York to 
secure receivers’ attitude and legal 
interpretation in matter as several 
other Paramount contract people 
are questioning company’s right to 
assign their contract from one cor- 
poration to another. 

















Another Gargan 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Edward Gargan, brother of Wil- 
liam, arrived last week, and was 
spotted immediately in Warners’ 
‘Little Giant.’ 
Actor was last in 
Music.’ 
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Protection Notices 


Given at Big 


Pars in N. Y. and Bklyn—Hoping to 


Keep Stage Shows in Both Houses 





Stage hands and musicians at the 
New York and Brooklyn Para- 
mounts, as well as the Publix pro- 
duction staff, goes on a week-to- 
week basis Saturday (18), as a 
measure of protection. Should it 
suddenly appear that stage shows 
must be tossed at either or both 
houses, it then can be done on short 
notice. 

This basis of operation can con- 
tinue indefinitely and does not in- 
dicate that Publix had decided on 
a change in policy. Decision so far 
is against it, with hope expressed 
that gross results and readjust- 
ments under way will make it pos- 
sible to go along as now. 

While the two Par deluxers in 
met New York are on a week-to- 
week basis, negotiations are going 
forward for rent adjustments. Pe- 
gun at first in Brooklyn, where Pub- 
lix has offered the Prudence Bond 
people a percentage of gross above 
a set figure as rent, efforts are now 
being made to arrange a similar 
deal for the New York house with 
the Paramount Broadway Corp., 
jandlord. 

In New York, Publix wants to 
split 50-50 with the landlord on re- 
ceipts in excess of overhead, which 
would take in film rental, actual 
operating costs and depreciation 
charges. 

Expectations are that deals call- 
ing for rent as a percentage of gross 
overage will be eventually worked 
out in New York and Brooklyn. 


Losses 


Difficulties began to appear for 
New York principally when Kate 
Smith made a personal, flopping, 
with her picture, ‘Hello, Everybody,’ 
next in, going to a low of $15,000. 
When ‘Luxury Liner’ (Par) and 
‘Desert Song’ unit last week opened 
only slightly better than the Kate 
Smith picture, Publix became fur- 
ther alarmed. 

‘Liner’ and ‘Desert Song’ finished 
the week at $24,800, red of around 
$30,000. The Par, Brooklyn, with 
Island of Lost Souls’ and Willie 
and Eugene Howard on stage, 
brought only $22,400. That was a 
loss over there of around $15,000, 
including rent which hasn’t been 
paid in several weeks. 

Because of the nature of down- 
town Brooklyn opposition, it is de- 
clared a strong possibility Par there 
would continue with stage shows 
even if the New York house went 
straight film. Under a satisfactory 
deal with landlord over New York, 
the Broadway deluxer is believed 
virtually certain to remain on its 
present basis. 

Mae West in person with her 
picture, ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 
opened strong Thursday (9) for an 
eight days’ stay. Brooklyn this 
week has ‘Sign of the Cross’ and the 
‘Desert Song’ unit. 

On Friday (17), New York gets 
‘Woman Accused’ (Par) and the 
‘Sally’ unit, produced by F. & M. 
Publix has booked Leon Errol and 
Gloria Glad to augment unit. 

Present bookings for following 
week, Feb. 24, are ‘Crime of the 
Century’ and Al Jolson on stage. 
A’ other stage booking is George 
Gershwin, for March 3. There has 
been no disposition on the part of 
Publix to set aside any of its future 
bookings. 

Following New York, Mae West 
on a personal goes to the Par, 
Brooklyn. 


Cukor and Selznick 
On ‘Dinner’ at Metro 


Hollywood, Feb. 138. 

George Cukor has been given a 
release from his Radio directing 
contract to go to Metro. He will 
probably direct ‘Dinner at Eight,’ 
as his first at the latter studio. Ex- 
pected that this film will be the first 
for David Selznick production in 
that studio. 

Probability also is that second for 
Cukor will be ‘Fire Chief,’ with Ed 
Wynn. ‘ 

With the release is an agreement 
that Cukor will return to Radio to 
direct one picture after megging his 
initialer at Metro, with a further 
understanding between that studio 
and Radio that the latter will get 
Lionel Barrymore on loan again for 
another picture. 











New Door Sign 





St. Paul, Jan. 13. 

Another sign of the times is 
cardboard placard reading. 

‘Dr. Liberko, Chiropractor.’ 

It’s on the front door of 
what were once the sumptuous 
offices of Paramount-Publix 
Corporation in St. Paul. 

Publix still doing business in 
the spot, despite the doc’s 
plaster. 


Studios Plan to 
Put Ban Under 
Qutside Actors 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
A movement for the purpose of 
giving actors now in Hollywood the 
break and to put a stopper on the 
flocking here of legit and foreign 
players has been launched by the 
Academy and its producer members. 
Primary feature of the protective 
undertaking is a laboratory theatre, 
to be conducted under the auspices 
of the Academy and not open to the 
public, where actors and writers 
may demonstrate their ability in 
the presence of producers. 
Idea will be developed by the 
Academy research council headed 
by Darryl Zanuck, with producers, 
such as Metro, which had figured on 
local legit projects, foregoing these 
plans if the undertaking mate- 
rializes, 
Studios have felt that much tal- 
ent is going to waste because 
players have been catalogued in cer- 
tain parts. Show window theatre, 
it is thought, will eliminate this. 
Theatre likewise will be devoted 
to training young players, which, it 
is hoped, will end the periodic tal- 
ent hunts by the studios. 
Several stars have promised to 
appear in some of the plays. 














Cut Rates for 25c 


Now the cut-rate pass thing has 
reached the grind quarter picture 
houses in Times Square. 

Charles Hopkins’ 49th St. the- 
atre, off Broadway, went grind films 
couple weeks back, using all ‘re- 
| vival’ pictures. Tap only a quar- 
| ter, but tickets around all over the 
square supposedly are free passes, 
but call for ‘le cents’ service 


charge.’ 


Hurley, Under Knife, 
Then a Par Producer; 
Botsford, Cohen Aid 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Harold Hurley, who resigned two 
weeks ago as executive assistant to 
Emanuel Cohen at Paramount, will 
remain at the studio on a term con- 
tract as a producer of a series of 
features. New deal will be effec- 
tive March 20, following Hurley’s 
visit to a hospital for a sinus op- 
eration, 

In addition to his production 
duties, Hurley will continue as an 
executive aid to Cohen in the con- 
tacting of writers and the purchase 
of story material, 

A. M. Botsford, head of the studio 
story department, will take over 
Hurley’s former duties, with Mer- 
ritt Hulburd, head of the writing 
staff, taking over the Botsford post, 
in addition to his current duties. 


U NEGOTIATING WITH 
4 AS UNIT PRODUCERS 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Universal hopes to boost its next 
season’s output by the addition of 
unit producers. 

Negotiations are now underway 
between the studio execs and J. G. 
Bachman and J. I. Schnitzer to 
make pictures on the U lot for that 
company’s release. Negotiations 
also have been underway with Sam 
Bischoff and Bert Kelly of KBS. 

Present season’s output is 26, but 
with the addition of unit produc- 
tion this number would be increased 
to 30. 























Bell’s ‘Worst Woman’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Monta Bell will direct ‘Worst 
Woman in Paris’ for Jesse Lasky, 
starting March 20. 
It’s an original story by Bel! 





which he is now adapting with 
Marion Dix. 





Ist Fox: Royalty Deal With Author 





Preston Sturges Agrees to Percentage Scale 
for Story—Other Authors Hopeful 





Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
First deal on the new proposition 
to substitute royalty for a flat pay- 
ment on scripts was made at Fox 
last week, with Preston Sturges for 


‘The Power and the Glory.’ Story 
is for production by Jesse L. Lasky 
on his Fox contract. 

Sturges will receive a share which 
runs up to 15%, but based on a 
sliding scale. It is understood that 
he received an advance of $5,000 
against these royalties, with any 
additional income dependent upon 
the financial success of the picture. 
Deal is similar to that usually made 
between author and producer for 
stage rights. 

Producer and author agree to ar- 
bitrate any differences which may 
arise in the course of adaptation 
and production, with both sides 
bound to abide by the decision of 
the arbiters. Sturges will sit in on 
the production of the picture, to be 
directed by William K. Howard. 

Name writers are watching the 
development with intense interest, 
hoping that it will clear the situa- 
tion which followed the adoption of 
policies of retrenchment, Under 
the new dispensation they are of- 
fered considerably less than the pre- 
viously generous scales, no producer 
being willing to risk large payments 
against a story which might or 
might not click. On a royalty basis 
authors would share in the profits, 
if any, without obligating the studios 
to pay for name values which did 
not cash in at the box office. 





PATHETIC SUICIDE 


F. J. Benejam, American, Found 
Dead in Vault in Porto Rico 








A tragic and pathetic story is 
behind the fire that destroyed the 
Warner Brothers Exchange in Porto 
Rico a week ago. F. J. Benejam, 
cashier there, and an American lad, 
was found in the vault after the 
ruins were cleared away, a gun 
beside him and a bullet in his brain. 

No logical reaon for either the 
suicide or the incendiary fire. An 
examination of the books showed 
that all was okay in that way. In- 
side story is said to be that the boy 
had simply missed too many beats 
back home. Annoyed at himself he 
planned suicide but wanted to 
clothe the whole thing in a cloak 
of mystery. Therefore, the fire, 
which the boy evidently thought 
would burn everything to an extent 
where no trace of the books or his 
body would be found. 

It happened during lunch hour, 
but Frank G. Planas, manager of 
the exchange, happened to get back 
a bit early and in time so the fire 
didn’t completely ruin everything. 





Clayton Bond’s Op 


Clayton Bond, general manager of 
film buying for Warners, is recuper- 
ating in an unnamed New York 
hospital for an ap op. 





Attack came suddenly last week. 
Reporting rallying okay. 





Monicking Fink 


Magazines to which Hyman 
Fink contributes his photo- 
graphic random pot shots of 
Hollywood celebrities at prom- 
inent places and parties does 
not figure that the camera 
man’s monicker is sufficiently 
classy enough to intrigue the 
readers of the publication to 
glance at his art. So without 
consulting the young flash- 
light snooker they have 
changed his handle to Roger 
Kent. 


—From ‘Variety’s’ 
Bulletin. 


U Theatres In on 
Stocks Only for 


U. T.'s Receivers 


What is regarded as the oddest 
receivership in the film industry so 
far is that of Universal Theatres 
Corp. Four years ago it controlled 
and operated about 300 houses. Now 
the corporation’s sole interest in 70 
theatres, left of the former group, 
is in stock. 

The larger properties, Griffith 
Amusements, represents 60 theatres 
in Oklahoma and Texas. Under the 
UTC receivership, L. C. Griffith re- 
tains complete managerial control 
of that chain. About the same 
status is reported true of the Mult- 
nomah circuit, with the remainder 
of the houses in Oregon and Wash- 
ington. . 

Universal Pictures is not affected 
by the Baltimore surrender, where 
Robert Randolph has been appoint- 
ed the receiver, it is declared. 


ROXY RETURNING TO 
R. C. IN MARCH-APRIL 


Indications now are that S. L. 
Rothafel (Roxy) will not return to 
Radio City before late March or 
early April. The rapidity of re- 
covery from his recent operation 
will also determine whether he goes 
south prior to again becoming ac- 
tive. 

Regardless of the date of Rotha- 
fel’s return, his resumption will be 
preceded by radio broadcasts start- 
ing about two weeks in advance of 
the date when final decision is made. 

It is regarded as highly probable 
that before or upon Rothafel again 
assuming charge of the R. C. the- 
atres, that pictures will be out of 
the smaller of the two houses, the 
Roxy, and that the Music Hall in- 
tent of not holding over film fea- 
tures will be rescinded. This will 
be to give the stage production staff 
breathing space. Under a ‘no hold- 
over’ edict it would mean 52 stage 
shows a year fo the big auditorium 
The old Roxy used to produce an 
average of 38 presentations an- 
nually. 

Determining a future policy for 
the RKO Roxy is one of the cur- 
rent major rroblems of Radio City. 


Laemmle East 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Carl Laemmle, Sr., leaves for New 
York Feb. 16 on important business 
mission relative to distribution. It 
will keep him there four weeks. 

Laemmle will be accompanied by 
Sigmund Moos, leasing manager for 
company, and several others of 
his personal staff. 


Mrs. Kohl Better 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 

Mrs. Caroline Kohl, who has been 
in poor health all winter, is reported 
much improved and able to be up 
and about to some extent. She still 
is under the care of a nurse at her 
residence on South Michigan ave- 
nue, 

Sne has been unable to take much 
active interest in the Orpheum sit- 
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Poli Move for Chain's Foreclosure 
Backfire of Fox-N. 


E. Receiver 





Foreclosure on the Fox-Poli cir« 
cuit by S. Z. Poli, himself, is immi- 
nent, according to downtown 
sources, following the recent action 
of Fox New England going into re- 
ceivership before the Federal Court 
in New Haven. Poli owns around 
$10,000,000 of the outstanding bond 
issue against the circuit. He is the 
largest creditor and possessor of the 
first lien rights on the theatres, 
Fox New England is the lessee of 
the properties under the original 
purchase agreements with Poli. 


The F-New England company is a 
subsidiary of the Fox Theatres out- 
fit, already in receivership, and of 
which Bill Atkinson and John Sher- 
man are co-receivers. 


The Poli thing has become a sadly 
muddled affair as numerous would- 
be theatre operators and others are 
on edge to take the thing over, but 
apparently want it for nothing. Sam 
Spring, a New Yorker, was nom- 
inated by a Connecticut court as a 
co-receiver for the properties. Lat- 
terly Spring has been concerned 
with certain business of Sam Katz, 

What gives the matter a stranger 
touch ts that neither Atkinson nor 
Sherman was named as a receiver 
for Fox New England, which they 
might have been since they are also 
receivers for Fox Theatres. With 
Sam Spring is a New Haven polit- 
ical factor, named Spillacy, as coe 
receiver. 

4 Receivers 


Technically and from a fee point, 
the Poli chain now has four re- 
ceivers to contend with where 
hitherto only having two. In tha 
meantime, there’s a query as to 
where Arthur Theatres Corp., Harry 
Arthur's operating company, comes 
off. The Arthur company is a sub- 
lessee under Fox New England and 
from all accounts Fox New England 
is a partner with Arthur Theatres 
in the operation of the Poli circuit. 

Harry Arthur continues to oper- 
ate the circuit under a voluntary 
acquiescence for the benefit of Poli, 
The interest on the bonds, amount- 
ing to around $350,000, went in de- 
fault for non-payment, Feb. 1. Be- 
sides this the Poli circuit fs due for 
another $300,000 or so in back taxes. 

The receivership action for Fox 
New England apparently had no 
connection with Halsey-Stuart’s 
bond interest in the chain which 
amounts roughly to around $2,000,- 
000. The whole affair is now being 
looked into by special counsel stated 
to be acting for Poli personally. 





Hartford, Feb. 13. 

Judge Edwin S. Thomas in the 
U. S. District Court here Friday 
(10) appointed receivers for two 
theatre chains in this district, ef- 
fective immediately, for Fox New 
England Theatres, and the Olympia 
Theatres Corp., latter in control vf 
Paramount houses in this state and 
Massachusetts. 

Attorneys Thomas J. Spellecy of 
Hartford and Samuel Spring of 
New Rochelle, N. Y., were named 
receivers for the Fox-New England 
Theatres, Attorney Ralph Wells of 
Hartford was appointed receiver to 
serve with Andrew J. Collins of 
Norwalk for the Olympia Thea- 
tres. 

Law firm of Shipman & Goodwin 
of Hartford representing the Fox 
interests, filed the application for 
receivership. A hearing will be held 
in the New Haven district court 
April 3 at 10:30 a. m. to show cause 
why the appointment of receivers 
should not be made permanent. 

Failure on the part of the Arthur 


(Continued on page 27) 


STOCK 10-15 GRIND 
RUN BY STAGEHANDS 


Canton, O., Feb. 13. 

Old Grand opera house, dramatic 
stock, has gone grind at 10-l5c and 
is doing much better business. 

Eloise Jordan Players doing 
abbreviated bills, with vaude be- 
tween acts and a six-piece local 
band in the pit. Sound feature 
films and shorts are included under 
the new setup, the house having 
been wired recently. 

Union stagehands are sponsoring 
the new shows and may get back 
some of the several hundred dollars 
lost in straight stock venture, in- 











augurated last fall. 
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Talk of Par and Capitol on B'way 


Pooling for One 


“ 


Loew and the Publix receivers 
have had several meetings the past 
few days for the purpose of pos- 
sibly pooling the Capitol and Par- 
amount theatres on .- Broadway. 
Roughly, the proposal is to confine 
the stage shows to one of the two 
big deluxers and switch the other 
to straight pictures. If this doesn’t 
occur, Publix may eventually be 
forced to take stage shows out of 
the Par. 

The Brooklyn Paramount will un- 
dergo a change in any event, prob- 
ably in two weeks, it is said, with 
the stage shows continuing, but 
under a budget reduced to $1,500 a 
week. These will be locally booked 
if the Loew-Publix deal for Broad- 
way develops, since under the lat- 
ter arrangement there will no longer 
any necessity for Publix to main- 
tain a home office booking and pro- 
duction office. 

According to preliminary plans 
Loew would become the _= stage 
booker for one or the other Broad- 
way stage house, most likely the 
Paramount. Capitol in straight pic- 
tures would get first pick of the two 
theatres’ combined product. 

In Union, Etc. 


The Loew-Publix feeling is that 
the way things are going, the Par 
and Capitol are killing each other 
off instead of aligning in their fight 
against the Broadway theatres’ 
common enemy, Radio City. Latter 
draw of $150,000 weekly in picture 
house attendance away from Broad- 
way every week has forced the Par- 
amount and Capitol into extreme 
measures in a desperate effort to 
overcome the new 6th avenue mag- 
net. 

Belief is that with the two de- 
luxers no longer bidding against 
each other for stage attractions, the 
few available drawing names could 
be concentrated on one stage and 
for less money. 

Before the start of the Loew ne- 
gotiations, Publix decided to defer 
a straight film move at the Par un- 
til completion of the current stage 
show which has Mae West in per- 
son, along with her Par picture, 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ or later. 
House with a $25,000 gross fared 
little better last wek than in the 
previous six-day week when a new 
low of $15,000 was reached with 
Kate Smith’s ‘Hello, Everybody.’ 
Last week's bill comprised ‘Lux- 
ury Liner’ and F. & M.'s ‘Desert 
Song’ tab, to which the house added 
Vivienne Segal and Gus Shy for the 
Broadway engagement, Capitol, 
with ‘Secret of Mme. Blanche’ 
(Metro) and Cab Calloway’s band 
on the stage took it on the chin 
again with a gross of $25,000 last 
week, 


GENE ZUKOR GOES TO 
PAR’S FOREIGN CO. 


Gene Zukor, head of maintenance 
for Paramount-Publix, a position 
no longer deemed necessary under 
the new lineup, is understood 
scheduled for a switch to the Para- 
mount International Company. 
Move probably will occur some time 
this week, having been delayed 
pending the return to the U. S. of 
J. H. Seidelman. 

Not decided yet what Zukor will 
do in the foreign company, but un- 
derstood he will be named assistant 
to Emil Shauer, co-vice president 
of the International with Seidel- 
man, 

With the new lineup, the foreign 
company is pretty completely cut 
off from Paramount and on its own, 
with Zukor in there forming a 
closer alliance to the rest of the 
works. Shauer, for many years 
head of Par’s foreign department, 
has been quite ill for a long while, 
with the time now deemed when 
he must have more immediate as- 








Stage-Show House 
| FILM CONTRACTS, INDEF 


—Up to Courts 





Distributors dealing with Publix 
and RKO were informed this week 
that picture contracts will continue 
indefinitely along the same lines as 
before those circuits went into re- 
ceivership. 

It is up to the courts, the dis- 
tributors state, to specify the time 
when the receivers shall take a 
permanent attitude toward existing 
contracts and that until then there 
can be no change. 


RCA PAYS MORE 
MILLIONS 
TO RKO 


It has been made apparent dur- 
ing the past week, that RCA has 
paid off on its underwriting obliga- 
tion to RKO on the $11,600,000 of 
debentures which RKO issued 
around November, 1931, in the then 
reorganization of the company. Re- 
cently another bunch of money was 
had by RKO from RCA, but whether 
in final payment of this obligation 
cannot be stated. 

Published announcements by RCA 
show that RCA owns 84% of the 
total $11,600,000 issue. This would 
mean that RCA has paid over 
something like $9,786,655, officially, 
to RKO, on that debenture obliga- 
tion. This would leave only $1,- 
813,345 outstanding in other hands, 
but whether the general public has 
consumed this amount isn’t given. 

At the same time, it’s said RCA 
owns 64% of the outstanding stock 
of RKO, 

Most of this stock control was 
achieved through the debenture 
subscription made by RCA, as cer- 
tain stock interests went along with 
each $5 debenture. 











Cooper, with Berman 
His Chief Aide, Named 
To Succeed Selznick 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Merian C., Cooper, who stepped 
into the berth of production head 
at Radio to succeed David O. Selz- 


nick, has been made a vice-president 
of Radio Pictures. He will carry 
the title, ‘executive vice-president 
in charge of all Radio production.’ 

Pandre Berman, an associate pro- 
ducer, gets a new contract at a ma- 
terial boost in salary and a per- 
centage of profits on pictures he 
supervises, and the title ‘executive 
assistant to Mr. Cvoper.’ Berman 
will be also chief associate executive 
and will have the pick of the stories 
for his production. 


YOUNG ROCKEFELLER ON 








RKO INSPECTION TOUR 





John D. Rockefeller, 3rd, supposed 
to have been chosen by his family 
to oversee its show interests, last 
week looked over RKO. He was pi- 
loted through the organization by 
Herman Zohbel, treasurer. 


Young Rockefeller just looked 
around without asking many ques- 





sistance in his duties 


tions on his first inspection tour, 


ANNUAL PASSES: 


No 10c in Any Part of Warners’ 
Theatre Business, Says Operator: 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 5 
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| Neighborhood Houses Go for | 
Distribs Informed by Par and RKO! 


Paper’s Circulation Ex- 
ploitation — 364 Double 
Annual Passes Given 
Away 


—_————__. 


MAKING DEADHEADS 





Baltimore, Feb. 18. 

| Promoted by the local Scripps- 
Howard daily, the ‘Post’, some 70 
neighborhood theatres in town will 
shortly issue 364 annual passes, 
making 728 people in this city who 
will lose all interest in the box- 
office and will likely never pay their 
way into a theatre again. Stunt is 
only now being driven home to the 
theatre owners in all its damaging 
implications. It’s admitted by the- 
atre owners as being one of the 
worst things to happen to show 
business in this town in years. In- 
stead of showing the theatres how 
'they can get more admissions at a 
'time when they’re needed so much, 
| the ‘Post’ is now taking away 728 
weekly admissions from these the- 
atres. 

Entire scheme is hooked up to a 
circulation campaign by the ‘Post’. 
Stunt is in the nature of a ‘name 
the movie star’ contest. Besides the 
annual passes, the ‘Post’ also pro- 
moted various merchandise prizes 
from the various merchants. 

That's the thing that’s burning up 
the theatre owners who went for 
the scheme. Some of these theatres, 
such as the little Roxy, the Metro- 
politan which is the only Warner 
house in town, and the Embassy, 
contributed as many as 25 annual 
passes, while Lou Rome has 5 an- 
nuals for each of his five theatres. 
The monetary value of these passes 
run into the hundreds of dollars 
when figured on the annual basis. 
Yet the only thing that these houses 
got was brief one column one line 
mention of credit. While the mer- 
chant who contributed a $10 chair 
or a $15 bird cage drew heavy type 
plugging besides cuts of the mer- 
chandise. Another burn-up is the 
fact that the theatre which contrib- 
uted only one annual pass drew as 
much space as the house which gave 
25. 





Downtowners Laid Off 


Of most importance is the fact 
that the circulation scheme (since 
in order to enter the contest, there 
must be ‘Post’ subscription with 
each entrance) is deliberately hurt- 
ing the theatres rather than helping 
them. It is, therefore, a strange 
sidelight to discover that not one of 
the major downtown houses fell for 
this open-and-shut promotion 
scheme. Not the Loew houses, not 
the Hippodrome, nor Keiths, nor the 
New theatre went for the idea. 

It is the first outstanding instance 
in this town of the theatres being 








Will Close Houses First, Resolve 








CHOKED OFF STATEMENTS 


Attys for Par Receivers Don't Seem 
to Believe in Press Announcements 


> 








Receivers are nct issuing state- 
ments relative to plans unless ap- 
proved by lawyers. Lawyers, so far, 
are opposed to expressions of 
opinion from company administra- 
tors at this time. 

First case of this kind occurred 
at Paramount. Adolph Zukor and 
Charles Hilles, immediately follow- 
ing their permanent appointment as 
receivers, decided to issue two 
statements. One was for the pub- 
lic and the other was for the com- 
pany’s personnel. 

Statements were carefully drafted 
and finally submitted to the receiv- 
ers’ law firm. From there they ap- 
parently stopped traveling. 


EXPLOITATION 
DISCOVERED 
| ATLAST! 








Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 

As an experiment, J. J. Friedl, 
Publix division manag>r here, 
turned over one of the chain's 
houses, Riviera, St. Paul, to its 
manager, Everett Siebel, to operate 
it independently, as though he 
owned it himself, for a four-week 
period. 

Given free rein, Seibel proceeded 
to disregard some of the chain op- 
eration rules hitherto binding him. 
Handling advertising and exploita- 
tion, particularly, in an unconven- 
tional manner, Sielt-el, former Pub- 
lix press agent, jumped business 
and profits substantially. 

As a result, Friedl now is work- 
ing on a plan to give all house 
managers more leeway and oppor- 
tunity for initiative as a perman- 
ent proposition, 





taken for a promotional ride in or- 
der to boost the sales of an outside 
medium. Estimated that the the- 
atres are giving about $8,500 worth 
of the $10,090 worth of prizes, and 
yet are getting only a minute share 
of the publicity, besides the direct 
assault on the box office. 

That the downtown houses didn’t 
fall for the scheme is admittedly 
due to their experience in dealing 
with all sorts of come-on artists 
who try to promote the theatres, 
while the neighb spots are less so- 
| phisticated in these matters. 








5 Production Heads at Metro With 
Thalberg Taking Foreign Vacation 








Hollywooil, Feb. 13. 
Irving Thalberg leaves here the 
latter part of this month for a three- 
month vacation in Bad Nauheim, 


Germany. During his absence, five 
production heads under Louis B. 
Mayer will function on the Metro 
lot. They will comprise David O. 
Selznick, newly appointed executive 
producer and vice-president, who 
comes on the lot Feb. 16; Harry 
Rapf, Walter Wanger, Hunt Strom- 
berg and Bernie Hyman, Al Lewin 
will resume as an a p. He is on 
a European vacation also, Selznick 
will have six pictures to make on 
this year’s program, with the other 
producers having a like quantity. 
Eddie Mannix, functioning as a 
producer, will become production 





assistant to Mayer, contacting the 
associate producers in speeding up 
physical production. 

Hyman, in addition to his own 
work, is taking over three produc- 
tions that Bernie Fineman, who 
leaves the studio this week, handled. 
He will put them through produc- 
tion in addition to his own work. 





ibout 50 pictures will be made on 
the lot. 

Rapf has been given a new con- 
tract for one year by Metro. It 
becomes effective April 1. 

Rapf joined the organization as a 
|} producer when Louls B. Mayer took 
over the reins of the plant. In the 


ibsence of Thalberg, Rapf has been 


TT se 


ranking producer. 


- . . 


Although no schedule has been made 
for next season, it is expected that | 


Warners is taking the initiative 
among the major circuits in ending 
the admission war. The brothers, 
following the advice of their theatre 
head, Joe Bernhard, are now closing 
houses rather than let them descend 
to the level already reached by some 
of their bigger competitors. 

The policy advocated and being 
executed by Bernhard is that there 
are enough people in the U. S. who 
will pay fair prices to see ood pic- 
tures. By the same token Warners 
believes if the entire industry allows 
its boxoffice to be swept to museum 
seales it will take more than pros- 
perity to reinstate the business to 
its former plane. 

Warners has ruled out every part 
of the dime at the boxoffices. They 
tried it for awhile, along with some 
of the other circuits, at morning 
shows. But the 10c flavor, they 
found, permeated the house for the 
remainder of the day and night. 
Bernhard is certain that a theatre, 
the same as a human being, can’t 
be ludicrous one moment and dig- 
nified the next, and expect to re- 
tain public respect. 

Cutting is all right in its place, the 
Warners agree, like 75c in all spots. 
| Put they feel there should be a 
marked differentiation in the scales 
of runs so that a top house should 
not, at any time of the day, be ona 
scale with the lowest order of b.o. 
in the field. 

‘And mark this,’ added Joe Her- 
hard, ‘Warners is not gcing out of 
the theatre business. We are even 
willing to acquire more theatres in 
the eastern division if they are well 
located. Yes, we have 90 houses 
closed. What of it? We have 360 
open and we're in the business to 
stay.’ 


DAY AND NITES 
DISTINCT FILM 


New Orleans, Feb. 13. 

St. Charles, with 15c. matinees 
and 25c. at night, is trying the ex- 
periment of two different types of 
film for those times. 

Comedy full length picture during 
the day in an attempt to corral the 
family trade, but at night ‘Virtue’ 
(Col) for adults only. 


F-WC Well Stocked 
With Vice Prexies; 
Eleven Functioning 

















Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

Executive set-up of Fox West 
Coast Theatres now has seven vice- 
presidents for the parent company. 
Four, besides, to handle the desti- 
nies of Fox West Coast Service Cor- 
poration, the theatre operating ad- 
junct. Spyros Skouras is president. 

Charles Skouras, active operating 
head on the Coast, is executive vice 
president of F-WC Theatres, Ine. 
Six other v.p.’s are C. E. Richard- 
son (Chase bank rep.), P. R. Kent, 
W. C. Michel, C. A. Buckley, J. J. 
Sullivan and L. A. Woolams (also 
a Chase man whose resignation, re- 
tendered, not accepted to 





| cently 
| date). 
| Board of directors comprises 
|Charles Skouras, Buckley, Kent, 
| Fred L. Metzler, A. W. Leeds, Syd- 
jney Towell and Alfred Wright, coast 
ittorney for the circuit, who re- 
signed two weekKS ago as V.p. 

F-WC Service Corp v.p.’s include 
Buckiey, Metzler 


(has. Skouras, 


band Rt 
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Glievs Reducing 


His Films’ Cost 








Can’t Can Cantway 





Warners can’t get away from 
Maxine Cantway. 


RKO Overhead Cuts Don't Always 
Seem to Stand—Fired and Hired Gag 








. 
But Increasing Number to 12!) ‘#2 2% a6 sei 
removed her from the chorus 
, ranks and gave her a contract, 
_ 1 later dropping her. 
Hollywood, Feb. 13 Ohi Co ? R . This week contracts were UA REPORTS Although the RKO heads claim to 
are 0 LO. S Necelver handed out to 12 of the 20 wa My ee eee 


With the exception of an Eddie 
Cantor picture each year for four 
years, Sam Goldwyn is planning to 





Youngstown, O., Feb. 13. 


chorines in ‘42d St’ and among 
the names was Miss Cant- 








Nothing Positive in Rumors Men- 
tioning Set-up Changes 





like $220,000 
additional off the theatre overhead, 


: : “ way’s. atm most of this amoun k 
reduce his negative cost 50% Or} puyblix Ohio Corporation, operat- ion ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood rowt ; a eee 08 Rave 
more and increase his annual out- ing the Paramount State and Bulletin. Various reports are current in the |been made mostly on paper. Only 
put. For the coming season | Cameo theatres here, is in receiver- east and on the Coast concerning |one voluntary slice recorded, and 


(1933-'34), the UA producer-owner 
is figuring on a total of 12. All will 
be released through United Artists, 
as usual, 

Goldwyn’s Cantor pictures, which 
under a five-year agreement, 
signed prior to making of ‘Kid 
From Spain,’ calls for one a year, 
will be Goldwyn’'s big production 
on the coming year’s schedule but 
unlikely to cost as much as ‘Kid,’ 
which reached $1,200,000. 

All others in neg cost will be 
brought away down from the Gold- 
wyn average which has been $500,- 
000 or more. In addition to ‘Kid,’ 
Goldwyn has delivered two Ronald 
Colman starrers. Each stands him 
around $600,000 in cost. 

One additional] picture, with Anna 
Sten, foreigner, or a total of four 
this year, remains to be made by 
Goldwyn. 

Taking Care of More 

In view of the times, Goldwyn is 
said to feel that he might as well 
increase on number of pictures, at 
the same time cutting down neg- 
ative liability. A portion of the re- 
duction will come through appor- 
tionment of cost of maintaining a 
high-salaried organization over 12 
rather than for only four or five 
pictures. Goldwyn’s staff has never 
been large, but it is expensive when 


ship with the appointment of Al. 
E. Reuben as receiver in Federal 
court, Toledo, 

Receivership does not affect the 
operation of the Paramount t*>-- 
atre here; State and Cameo thea- 
tres are dark. Company operates 
theatres in 13 other Ohio cities, 
including Toledo, Fremont, Hamil- 
ton, Steubenville and Middletown. 
A bill of complaint was filed by 
the Publix Theatres Corp. of New 
York, against the Toledo Para- 
mount Corp., holding company for 
real estate in Toledo, The bill says 
$16,173 owned by the Toledo com- 
pany defaulted on payment of 
$35,000 interest on bonds maturing 
Feb. 1. 


KEOUGH, PAR’S ATTY., 
KEPT ON THE JUMP 


Austin Keough seems about the 
busiest executive in the United 
States. In addition to daily confer- 
ence with Paramount receivers, he 
is personally representing Par in- 
terests in receiver actions. After 
licking an arplication in Newark, 
N. J., last week, brought by a bond- 











AGAIN BECK IS 
TOYING WITH 
POOR PALACE 


Operation of the Palace, Broad- 
way, continues in its uncertain way, 
as the RKO people, following the 
suggestion of Martin Beck, have 
switched the place to an all-film 
policy, with mostly subsequent runs. 
This puts the Palace on a par rat- 
ing with the Globe, across the street. 
Palace scale is motley and has vari- 
ous denominations for various hours 
and days. It runs from 25 to Tic, 
according to the hour and the day. 
This switch marks Beck’s fourth 
or fifth attempt to pick a policy for 
the Palace. It was upon Beck's 
suggestion the house changed from 
big time two-a-day vaude to combo 
vaude. So far in the eight months 
or so during which Beck has had 
the say-so on the house, the Palace 





change in setup of the United Ar- 
tists’ distributing organization, with 
possibility of new owner-member 


structure through sellout of present 
holder’s interest. No one specifi- 
cally is named among the eight 
owner-members who might want to 
sell, 

One story around is that Joseph 
M. Schenck, president of the com- 
pany, may withdraw from it is far 
from positive. 

Meanwhile, from the Coast re- 
ports are that if Sam Katz, who has 
been mentioned irregularly as a pos- 
sible owner-member if he can find 
anyone willing to sell, may distrib- 
ute pictures through UA, If he has 
anything likely in the way of a pro- 
gram, it is said Schenck would be 
willing to negotiate a releasing deal. 


ATTY. IS RECEIVER OF 7 
RHODE ISLAND HOUSES 


Providence, Feb. 13. 
Kirk Smith, Providence attorney, 
has been appointed temporary re- 
ceiver of the Rhode Island Theatres, 
Maine corporation, which operates a 








that’s Roxy’s personal salary cut, 
Roxy ranks this way with M. H, 
Aylesworth, RKO president, who 


hasn’t accepted any salary since he 
entered the company. The $220,000 
slice probably counts in Roxy’s vole 
untary cut. 

Harold B. Franklin, president of 
the RKO theatre end, has not an- 
nounced any cut for himself, and 
Martin Beck still retains his $1,000 
weekly salary as booking head, 
from accounts, Franklin is in 
charge of the economy campaign. 

All of which has more or iess 
curved the attitude of the company 
employes, generally, and especially 
the minor help. The only cuts, after 
analysis, look to have come by way 
of elimination of clerks and stenogs, 
and the elimination of one or two 
field jobs. The help mostly effected 
have been the $10-$20-$30 kind. 

Nobody knows when to take a 
notice seriously at RKO, under the 
new cutting system, This comes 
from the fact that at least three 
employes whose jobs were pro- 
scribed were recently found* to be 
still on the payroll, but guised un- 
der new capacities, Some are 
known to have been given notice 
two and three times, with app.sre- 


figured on a 52-week is, - - $ 

ws ed o aR ty: basis. Col-| holder, he boarded a train for Co-| has eontinued to slide through dif-|chain of Publix theatres in this ently nobody knowing just who h 
man's contract has two more years;lumbus, O., Friday (10) to attend 4 / pont operating policies and a | State. the authorit limi nr 
to go, while Miss Sten is engaged | hearing there on appointment of a dosen or more admission prices. Petition filed by Olympia The- ority to eliminate or cut 


until September, 1934. 


2 Road Show Films 
in Chicago Which 




















permanent receiver to succeed W. B. 
Bartels. 

About a week ago Bartels was 
made ancillary receiver in Colum- 
bus for Publix Enterprises. 

Since receivership was declared 
over P-P Jan. 27, Keough has been 
working until midnight and after 








When Beck first forced himself 
into the RKO job through David 
Sarnoff, Beck was quick to impress 
upon the RKO execs that the Pal- 
ace was his, Beck’s, own toy. RKO 
execs apparently took Beck literally, 
for Beck has had 49% interest in the 




















atres, of New Bedford, which claims 
the corporation is indebted to the 
Olmpia Theatre for $660,416. 

Seven theatres in Rhode Island 
are covered by the receivership, two 
in Pawtucket, one in Newport, three 
in Woonsocket and Paramount, 
Providence. All assets of the Rhode 

















and sometimes even fire or hire. 





PAR EXPECTS JOLSON 
AT BROADWAY HOUSE 
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N F d "Em : Palace and continued to have his 
daily, plus all Sunday. Island Theatres are in this State, 
ever ravore One night last weel. Keough in-|Sway of the house and RKO book- | the report stated. Al Jolson cancelled his Para- . 
vited a few Par execs to his house | ing Office. Smith was given authority by the|™0U"t, Broadway, week starting 
Chicago, Feb. 18. |for dinner. He finally had to tell| Palace, for years the leading |court to operate the theatres, and|Feb. 17 because he did not wish to 
‘Rasputin’ (M-G-M) will open|’em to go out alone, joining them | vaude house of the world, had main- | ordered to file a $10,000 bond. play against his own picture, ‘I’m 
i: Feb. 19 at the Apollo for a road} later. tained its big-time standing until a Bum,’ at the Rivoli. It’s undere 
i show glossing. It will be opposed Keough got back into his office | Beck pushed jn. Until then Charlie stend the theat h 5 
| by ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) at the Er-| after an illness with flu and a short | Freeman had booked the two-a-day Bab Stars on Road ai ais te oy - pe age oe a 
ri langer, opening last night: vacation in Atiantic City just ahead | bills into it. The year before the y weeks ad 24 pol a 0 ie ng 
if | Two competing road shows in alof the receiverships. The Atlantic| Beck blunders, the Palace, under more 1 ys ted f. ae er me 
ib i town aneneeivaty cold on top scaled | City rest was his first in five years.| Freeman, had netted $175,000; its Hollywood, Feb. 13. | side * reported from the Jolson 
! films are amazing. _ biggest annual profit in some time, First trip of the Wampas baby % , 
4 Another bocking change sends Ba hm Off P th Lot Now Beck seemingly feels content | stars to ie build up box office fig- | se 0 ee are he redgo 
‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) into chman athe to kick away any profit, knowing if/ures in theatres opens Feb. 21 at! next picture for Columbia. Jolson 
United Artisis instead of the Ori- the other Patace stockholders are|Fox Oakland; Feb. 22 at Golden! wants more freedom in the making. 
one oe rey ~enmee, bao Hollywood, Feb. 13, | disgusted at going into the red, he’s | Gate, San Francisco, and Feb. 23 at/he gays, than received by him in 
para amy a "rhe WEE LUA), FON Though J. G. Bachman had one | still 49% with them, although Beck | Paramount, San Francisco, previous screen undertaking. The 
— oe (ae) more picture to make on his four-|appears to reserve the exclusive ‘Bum’ picture was made by United 
picture release contract for Radio,| RKO Palace privilege to himself of ’ Artists, 
Fox WC Affairs he moved off the Pathe lot Satur- | bringing law suits, with or without Percy Heath S Death 
day. a job. 
eek te % Lehman Bros. Reps on 
Los Angeles, Feb. 13. Everything at Paramount studio RKO Stockholders’ Group 
A. J. Michel, Chase Bank rep, left H ll d was hushed for five minutes at noon 
here Feb. 12 for New York with a O ywoo Saturday (11) as a tribute to Percy Herbert Bayard Swope is chaire 
full financial report on Fox West- Heath, associate producer. man of the RKO stockholders come 
Coast affairs. Eeath died Thursday with the mittee, while George N. Armsby, of 
ME gg ge eag Se Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed services Saturday. Bancamerica-Blair is named chaire 
— each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the regular weekly ‘Variety.’ t RKO b lders’ 
(15). The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 9 ° man of an RKO bondholders pro- 
Understood here something im-| Wews from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary Stuart’s Father Dies tective committee, both of which 
portant happens in New York to- | department. Ps groups have the announced co- 
day. George Stuart, 70, father of Her-| operation of RCA. 
schel Stuart, died Sunday (12) in Others on the stockholders’ come 
Louis Gasnier is back on the;old Deardon; ‘Verka’ by Howard! Arlington, Tex. Death believed to| mittee include Robert C. Adams 
G ? 3 Radi Paramount lot after directing two] Miller and ‘Ladies in His Past’ by| have been due to heart disease. Ferdinand Eberstadt Sousion end. 
oetz at 0 peewee od and two French films at} Victor Potel. Herschel Stuart was in New Ha-| man. Paul Mazur aad Geaveen i. 
OINVENG, , . ven when news reached him. He] yur; ~ es 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. Ri : Too Much Cable, Sherriff Coming | tert py plane for his father’s home- ais yy ee - cap ey — 
’ 2 ichy Craig Dropped Figuring cable costs for story ell, Secretary is W. IF. Col 
William Goetz has a three picture] Richy Craig, Jr., former actor| ‘conferences’ too high, Universal | Ste#4 and was expected to arrive| ciough, of the Sullivan and Crom- 
contract with options, at Radio Pic-| working as a writer on the Marx| will bring R. C. Sherriff here from |im Arlington yesterday (13) after-| wel) office. Commercial National » 
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tures. 
Goetz recently obtained his re- 
lease from Fox. 





Steiner Seeking Coast 
Angel for Six Melos 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
William Steiner of New York, is 
here to line up financing for pro- 
ducing a series of 12 three-reel 


tracts he is understood to have. He 
was last the New York distrib con- 
tact for Ken Goldsmith’s produc- 
tions, but resigned two months ago. 


MARIE’S QUICKIE VACASH 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Marie Dressler is scheduled to 
reach New York Monday (20). 
She is going east for a short visit 
between pictures. 





Brothers’ picture at Paramount, is 
off the lot. 





‘Dead on Arrival’ is new title for 
Paramount’s ‘Police Surgeon,’ and 
‘Grasshoppers’ replaces ‘Cracked 
Ice,’ the Marx Prothers’ film. 





Script of ‘Marie Gallant’ at Fox 
is in for a rewrite by Dudley 
Nichols. Clara Bow and Anna Sten 
both mentioned for the lead in this 
picture. 





in ‘Love Child.’ 





B-!f After Two From Par 
British International wants to 
borrow Carole Lombard and Jack 
Oakie from Paramount. English 
company also reported seeking the 
services of James Gleason. 





One-act plays at the Writers’ 
club Feb. 15 and 16 will be I Am 
Over Forty,’ by Madeline Black- 





more; ‘What—No Delecto,’ by Har- 


London to adapt ‘Invincible Man.’ 
Earlier intention was to have him 
do the work in England, 





Twelve of the 20 girls given short 
term contracts by Warners when 
they were working in ‘42d Street,’ 
have been handed new termers by 
the studio. 





Onslow Stevens and Andy Devine 
get options taken up at Universal. 





Otto Dyar leaves Paramount, as 





mount to borrow Nancy Carroll for 
‘I Loved You Wednesday,’ with Par 
probably getting Philip Merival in 
the deal. 





‘Eagle and the Hawk’ will be 
Mitchel] Leisen’s first picture at 
Paramount under a new contract. 
He will co-direct with Stuart 
Walker, 





Paramount’s next horror picture 





(Continued on page 28) 


noon. 

Funeral was held today (Tuesday) 
from the Ed. C. Smith funeral] par- 
lors, Dallas. 





Mike Marco Returns West 
Marco, acompanied by his wife, 

left for the coast Saturday (11). 
He will probably remain there for 
several weeks before returning east. 





Ed Cook, 
Patsy Ruth Miller. 
Marie Dressler. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


W. R. Sheehan. 
Henry Garat. 
Ed Olmstead. 
Marco. 





Mrs. M. Marco. 





Bank and Trust company, New York 
is named depositary. 

Sitting with Armsby on the bond- 
holders’ committee are Edward Del- 
afield and Arthur Lehman. Counsel 
is Chadbourne, Hunt, Jaeckel and 
Brown. E. Carley is secretary. 

Mazur and Lehman are of the 
Lehman Brothers, downtown. 

The bondholders’ committee is 
centering its attention for holders of 
10-year 6% gold debentures of RKO 
due Dec. 1, 1941; holders of cere 


notes of RKO due Jan. 1, and July 1, 
1933. 

The depository named is the City 
Bank Farmers Trust Company, New 
York. 

Indications are that the protective 
committee for RKO wil meet for the 
first time since organization on 
Wednesday (15). Hearing on the 
RKO receivership before Federal 
Judge William Bondy is scheduled 
for Friday (17). 


westerns and six melodramas. Henr : 

: y Duffy will star Pauline} head of the still department to en- i P ui ; 
| Charles Hutchinson, indie producer,| Frederick in ‘Criminal at Large,’|ter the photographic busines: on his L. A. to N. Y tificates (either fully paid or 65% 
K is with him in the deal. opening at the Alcazar, San Fran-|own. Harry Cottrell succeeds. Sam Goldwyn. part-paid) for the 10-year 6% gold 
é Steiner is seeking backing on the} cisco, Feb. 27. Duffy is negotiating Edmund Lowe. debentures due Dec. 1, 1941, and 
3 strength of several distribution con-| for Alla Nazimova to play the lead Fox is negotiating with Para- Savington Crampton. holders of the extended 6% gold 
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WB Sets High Figure for “42nd St’ 
If RKO Wants Special Train Angle 


Warners is stated to have asked 
$100,000 from RKO for the musical 
film, ‘42d Street.’ Not known 
whether this figure is for a blanket 
of the RKO circuit or just Radio 
City. Presently the situation looks 
deadlocked. 

After a week’s negotiations the 
Warners finally said something like 
$30,000 and a split for Radio City 
alone. So far as known, the RKO 
people have said, ‘Nix’ to both 
figures. At the present writing it 
looks like the picture will play the 
Warner's Strand, Broadway. Film 
originally was intended to reopen 
the Hollywood, Broadway. 

There’s a slim possibility that 
RKO may get the picture accord- 
ing to when and how General Elec- 
tric will come to its assistance. That 
a peaceful finale is brewing on the 
matter may be seen from the latest 
indications that Warners is look- 
ing for an NBC air hookup on ex- 
ploitation for the picture. 

This hookup is additional to the 
special train which Warners has 
tied in with General Electric equip- 
ment and which will roll over the 
country beginning Feb. 21, through 
several key cities with Warner stars 
and featured players to the Presi- 
dential inauguration in Washington 
March 4. This train comprises six 
specially equipped cars that will 
have all kinds of G.E. stuff in it 
from sun ray lamps to an electrical 
kitchen besides radio equipment for 
short wave broadcasting. G.E.’s 
parent status with NBC and RKO 
is what stimulated the RKO inter- 
es in the Warner picture and which 
brought on the Warner offers to 
RKO. 

Passengers 

For Warners there lurked the 
bustup of one of the juiciest ex- 
ploitation tie-ups known besides 
the prestige to the company which 
would come by way of a special 
‘inauguration’ party to Washington. 
That’s something which is known 
to be quite dear to the heart of 
Jack Warner, because of his close 
connection to President-elect Roose- 
velt. All tie-ups are being handled 
directly by Charles Einfeld, War- 
ner advertising chief. 

Part of the special train will be 
converted into a miniature Malibu 
Beach for the benefit of the Holly- 
wood stars who will make the 
trip and which will include players 
like Bebe Daniels, Claire Dodd, 
Glenda Farrell, James Cagney, 
Sheila Terry, Helen Vincent and 
Joe E. Brown besides others. 

The outside of the train will be 
leafed in gold and silver with a con- 
stant electric sign burning the 
legend ‘Better Times’ and announc- 
ing the Warner picture and the G.E. 
equipment contained therein. 

The broadcasting facilities are in- 
tended for hookups with stations all 
along the line through a collapsible 
antenna attached to the _ train 
through G.E. A group of Holly- 
wood chorines are also making the 
trip. 

For the benefit of the players who 
will make the trip and to keep them 
happy, Warners have copped a 
Hollywood cook to prepare meals 
for them along the line. He's Henri 
Bassetti, chef of the Ambassador, 
Los Angeles. 

Bill Sully is in charge of the 
business end of the train with Ed- 
die Selzer handling the publicity. 
Other reps on the train include 
Walter Daly, of G.E.; Jim Wright, 
of Barton, Fatten, Durstine & Os- 
borne, advertising agency for G.E.; 
Ben Silvy and Bill Ray of the War- 
ner company. 

The train will arrive in New 
York March 9 where the party will 
be dispersed. 








Ralph Kohn Recovered 


After a siege of illness lasting 
several weeks, Ralph A. Kohn, as- 
sistant to Adolph Zuko- and treas- 
urer of P-P, got back Friday (10). 

His attack of flu arrived a few 





$&J’s London Rep 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Jack Votion, outside man for 
Selznick and Joyce, will probably 
go to London to represent the 
agency. 

Votion’s duties will mainly be to 
negotiate deals for the exchange of 
American and English picture 
names between British and Amer- 
ican producers. Myron Selznick 
spent several weeks looking over 
the British picture production field 
on his recent European trip. 


COAST INDIES 
USE 1c SCALE 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 


To combat the 40c price charged 
for first runs at the Paramount and 
Loew’s State downtown, independ- 
ent theatres without previous an- 
nouncement Saturday (11) inaugu- 
rated a 10c policy for double fea- 
tures, second and third run houses 
in this group including Rialto, 
Roxy, Olympic, Broadway, Palace, 
Arcade and Tower. 

Expected other downtown houses 
will follow in price cutting war. 


PUBLIX-MICH. STARTS 
ON REORGANIZATION 


Detroit, Feb. 13. 


Plans for the expected reorgani- 
zation of the Publix Michigan the- 
atres were finally settled by Bar- 
ney and John Balaban in confer- 
ence here. A new corporation is 
to be set up, it is said. All pres- 
ent leases are to be negotiated for 
on a lower basis and if satisfactory 
will be made between the property 
owners and the new corporation. 
Any lease that cannot be substitut- 
ed on an equitable basis will be left 
in the Publix Michigan Corp. 


All crafts are being negotiated 
with in an effort to bring theatre 
operation costs down to a point 
where it will be profitable to op- 
erate under present conditions. 

The present move is to put every 
theatre or group of theatres on a 
basis where they can operate out of 
gross receipts. Without more money 
available from Publix Theatres 
Corp. or from the Balabans the only 
recourse being to bring operating 
costs down to where the theatres 
collectively and individually can 
operate themselves from a financial 
standpoint. 

Publix Michigan Theatres went 
into receivership Friday (10). 

The local Fox theatre’ has 
changed from a trusteeship to a 
receivership. Change is voluntary 
and understood to have been done 
for protection. The Union Guardian 
Bank, the trustee, is also receiver, 
with no changes contemplated. 


U’s Closing Drops 400, 
With 200 Still on Pay 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Universal closed Saturday (11), 
dropping 400 workers. Around 200 
people left on the payroll to con- 
tinue for at least part of the shut- 
down period. 

Seenario and reading depart- 
ments still functioning with 15 
writers working on 12 stories. Half 
crew remains in the stenographic 
|department and only John Le Roy 
Johnston, head, in the publicity of- 
fice. Seventy people out of employ- 
ment due to the closing of the 























days ahead of the P-P receivership Royal lab, with 10 staying on be- 


Jan. 26. 


‘ cause they are hold contracts. 
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Of Total Cost, One-Third 
for Studio Overhead—11c 
Each from B.O. Dollar 
for Hollywood and Dis- 
tribution 
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NO PICTURE FAMINE 





Major film companies will turn 
out approximately 250 upper class 
features at an aggregate cost of 
$75,000,000 during 33-34. Biggest 
production heads and home office 
representatives are in accord with 
the estimates, officially in line with 
announcements scheduled to develop 
with spring sales corventions. 

With other classes included, the 
output of the majors seems certain 
to reach the normal or around 400 
features. Both east and west in- 
sist that from the standpoint of ma- 
terial, not as to its availability, how- 
ever, since that is up to sales con- 
ditions and policies, there will be no 
picture famine, 

This year, probably more than any 
other, there is a conflict raging be- 
tween the two coasts with Holly- 
wood, for the first time, having the 
edge and with the east rejoining 
that now is no time to pass the 
buck. 

As the head of one of the largest 
studios puts it, Hollywood has al- 
ways taken it on the chin. It was 
easy for companies to point 3,000 
miles away and place the ex- 
travagance there. It was just as 
easy for the exhibitor in the sticks 
to point westward everytime he ran 
into the red. But now all that has 
changed, he claims, 

It needed receivers and investiga- 
tion, along with hard times, to swing 
the whip the other way, to prove 
that for every dollar taken in at the 
box office Hollywood is allowed just 
llc for production while the sales 
department is handed another llc. 
for distribution, 


Studio Overhead 


The East is taking this calcula- 
tion and admitting that it has to 
like it, But, it maintains, there is 
no reason why the first $100,000 
should be written off to studio over- 
head before a feature is even 
started. Actually, it is held in New 
York, the material amount to be in- 
vested in the industry’s better prod- 
uct will be $2v0,000 per picture. How 
the one-third of the cost, invisible 
on the screen, can be written down 
is the east’s concern, 


Art Dept. Still Going 


Reports that Lord & Thomas’ art 
department on theatres in Jack 
Pegler’s department had or was to 
be abandoned, are incorrect, he 
says. 

Department was reduced in over- 
head by around 10% instead. 





250 FILMS AT $75,000,000 











Sheldon on Fox Lot? 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

E. Lloyd Sheldon, who resigned as 
associate producer at Paramount 
after 12 years on the loi, is negotiat- 
ing with Fox to take over an inde- 
pendent production unit, similar to 
that of Jesse Lasky’s. 

Sheldon resigned from Par so that 
he could negotiate with other 
studios. 


OPEN SEASON 
FOR LAWYERS 


Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 
Signs here point to the develop- 
ment of a large number of law- 
suits from the Publix Northwest 
receivership, creating plenty of fees 
for local lawyers, 
A group of theatre owners who 











Cautious Advance Raises Market 
Hopes for Spring Bull Campaign, 
Film Shares Dragging on Bottom 


By AL GREASON 
Reversal of. the late January 
down trend last week brought an 
advance in the general marke: 
amounting to about two points in 


the industrial index, reviving hope 
for some sort of a spring price 
movement upward. 

Tomorrow (Wed) marks a mile 
stone in the new year in the divi- 
dend meeting of American Tel. & 
Tel. The Street seems to have no 
view on the prospects one way or 
the other, but whatever the big 
company does, having it over will 
be a relief to the speculative com- 
munity which has been in a near 
stalemate since the turn of the year. 
Dividend action by Telephone and 
Steel preferred have hung over the 
market since election. One is in 
the past and the other soon will be. 

After that it is regarded as prob- 
able that the deadlock will be 
broken. Principal hope lies in the 
fact that the inauguration of the 
new national administration will be 
then less than three weeks distant, 
bringing with it the prospect of a 
Congress and a President allied on 
party lines and, anyway, it is to be 
hoped, unified in purpose. 

At any rate March 4 will mark 
the passing of the present Congress 
and a new deal and the Street looks 
to see something like a celebration 





have leased their houses to the 
Northwest Publix corporation have 
employed Amos Deinard, prominent 
attorney here, to represent them. 

It is indicated that the policy of 
the corporation in receivership will 
be to eliminate unprofitable houses 
and retain those believed to hold 
profit possibilities under anything 
remotely resembling normal condi- 
tions. In many instances, rental 
readjustments will be sought. 

Many independent operators are 
already in the field for some of the 
best of the circuit’s houses, en- 
deavoring to wrest them away from 
Publix which is delinquent in Jan. 
rent. Owners of the less favored 
spots are prepared to fight any 
move by Publix to cut their the- 
atres loose. 

The present receivership is a 
friendly one, with William Hamm, 
Jr., who, as the largest creditor, has 
the most at stake, appointed re- 
ceiver. Publix’s own men, J. J. 
Friedl and L. J. Ludwig, continue in 
actual operation of the circuit under 
Hamm, 


RICHARDS TURNS BACK 
3 CLOSED HOUSES 


New Orleans, Feb. 13. 
E. V. Richards, receiver for 
Saenger, has handed back the 
Strand, Crescent and Liberty, all 
closed houses to the landlords. 











It’s a saving of over $1,000 weekly. 





RKO’s Palace's 5th Policy Change 
In Year—Now Playing Straight Pix 





When the Palace, New York, went 
straight pictures again Saturday 
(11) it was the fifth change of policy 
there in less than a year. Since 
dropping two-a-day big time vaude 
the Palace has tried everything. 

Straight film policy is his own 
idea, says Martin Beck, RKO’s vaude 
booking head, who owns a near-half 
interest in the Palace. House had 
a tough enough time competing 
with the State, Paramount and Cap- 
itol on Broadway, but Radio City 
put the final crimp In the old vaude 
stand. 

First Palace straight film, current, 
is Fox's ‘State Fair.’ In the last 
three weeks it has played the Music 
Hall, RKO Roxy, and now the Pal- 


after Radio City. 
have to be taken care of. 
or 15 acts will be paid or played off 


cellation on short notice. Two 
weeks’ notice is necessary to cancel 





change of policy clause. 


ace in one-two-three fashion. Next 
week with Radio’s ‘Satlor, Be Good,’ 
the Palace goes first run, getting 
RKO’s slough pictures downtown. 
Music Hall remains the preferred 
film spot, with the RKO Roxy tak- 
ing the Hall’s product for second 
run. Mayfair, which may be turned 
back to Walter Reade, becomes the 
screen stepchild with third runs 


There's a matter of advance vaude | 
bookings for the Palace which will 
Some 10 


in other RKO houses, due to can- 


under the RKO vaude contract’s 


of the event in a pre-inauguration 
celebration, perhaps paralleling the 
demonstration just before the re- 
cent election. 

The time ig ripe for a seasonal 
spring price movement anyhow and 


(Continued on page 21) 


No Capitol Change 
Because of Loew’s 


Taking Ziegfeld, N.Y. 


Loew’s will operate the Ziegfeld 
on 6th avenue, New York, under a 
‘Lexington policy,’ catering to the 
semi-swank neighborhood of the 
fifties same as Loew's Lexington 
draws from the east side hotels, etc., 
around the 0’s. Will open in two or 
three weeks. Called the Warwick 
and pay rent by a percentage of 
the gross. 

Deal to operate the Ziegfeld, ar- 
ranged with the Hearst realty 
agents, Huberth & Huberth, does 
not dictate a change in policy at 
Loew's Capitol, as reported, with 
the Cap possibly going to straight 
sound according to outcome of its 
negotiations with the Broadway 
Paramount on policy. 

Until current week when gross is 
up to where it belongs, around $55,- 
000, the Cap like other Broadway 
houses has been taking it on the 
chin due largely to the extensive 
‘curiosity’ draft of Radio City. This 
is not expected to undermine Broad- 
way grosses as much in future as it 
has to date. Along with the Cap, 
the Paramount this week is getting 
out of the doldrums. 

Friday (17) Capitol brings in Mil- 
ton Berle and others on its stage 
unless Ed Wynn and current stage 
show hold over. Another booking 
is ‘Ladies They Talk About’ with 
Barbara Stanwyck, bought from 
Warners, along with ‘Show Boat’ 
revue. If not coming in Feb. 24, 
its date will be March 3. 


PA. MGRS. ‘SUNDAY’ AIM 
IF BASEBALL OKAYED 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 


With bill for modification of blue 
laws to permit Sunday sports in 
this state passed by House and al- 
most certain to get through Senate, 
local showmen see the first real ob- 
stacle overcome in their fight for 
Sunday pictures. 

Theatres already organizing for 
their Sunday fight, expected to 
reach its head at next session of 

















legislature in 1935. 
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State Fair’ 2d Wk, $14,000, Leads LA, 
‘Museum’ Average, Pre-Lent Influence 








Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 


That pre-Lent spirit is already 
beginning to prevail, with trade con- 
siderably slacked down below that 
of the previous stanza. 

State, with ‘State Fair’ in second 
week, continues as_ the leader. 
Paramount, with ‘Crime of the Cen- 
tury,’ had little outstanding menu 
to offer, and the box office showed 
the effect. Trade at the Chinese, 
with ‘Cavalcade’ now set to clase 
next Sunday (18), is already feeling 
the downward trend of trade. 

Holding up best of all the first 
runs is the Los Angeles, playing 
double features, with indications it 
will hit around $7,000 on the week. 
‘Mystery of the Wax Museum’ no 
startling thriller at the Warner 
Downtown and Hollywood. ‘Child 
of Manhattan’ off to fair start at 
the RKO. 

Estimates for This Week 


VAUDFILMERS ALONE 
OFFSET WASH.’S SNOW 


Washington, Feb. 13. 


Third weekend of snow and rain. 
Vaude houses are only ones coming 
through this week, with no sure-fire 
pictures in town. 

Rialto and Met each playing re- 
peats, with doubtful results. Rialto 
running ‘Back Street’ return en- 
gagement ballyhooed as result of 
popular demand. Pic ran two weeks 
at house last year and has worked 
WB neighborhoods in meantime. 
Week may get light $3,500, which is 
all they expected. 

Met is stuck with ‘Hello Every- 
body’ for second week. Last was 
weak with only $6,500. Loew option 
on ‘Sign of Cross” takes one film 
out of Met advance schedule and 








Chinese (Fox) (2,02°° 55-$1.65), 
‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) and stage show 
(5th week). Final 10 days an- 
nounced trade sprucing up to hit 
around $13,000. Stays another half 
week before it clamps the house lid 
Sunday until another attraction is 
chosen. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70), 
‘Mystery of the Wax Museum’ (WB) 
and vaudeville. May hit okay $10,- 
500. Last week ‘Employees’ En- 
trance’ (WB) okay as figured at 


$11,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65), 
‘Mystery of the Wax Museum’ 
(WB). Looks as though Hollywood 


is shying from the mystery title, as 
this one may hit a little better than 
$7,000. “ast week ‘Employees’ En- 
trance’ (WB) slid home with just 
over $8,000. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25), ‘Obey the Law’ (Col) and 
‘Tangled Destinies’ (Mayfair). Sales 
pressure used her quite productive 
and will bring in around $7,000. 
Last week double bill of ‘Daring 
Daughters’ (Allied) and ‘Phantom 
Express’ (Maj) surprisingly good 


$6,900. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-40), 
‘Vampire Bat’ (Maj) and ‘Devil's 
Playground’ (Prin). First-run pick 
of double slough here is dud, as 
house will show about $3,000. Last 
week ‘Devil Commands’ (Col) only 
fair at $3,200. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 25- 
65), ‘Crime of the Century’ (Par). 
Not a rip-roaring b. 0. magnet by 
any means, but might hit around 
$8,000. Last week with ‘Luxury 
Liner’ (Par) house’s hull was not 
overburned by human tonnage, as 


$7,800 showed. 

RKO (2,950; 25-55), ‘Child of 
Manhattan’ (Col). Not so hot with 
$5,000 in view. Last week ‘They 
Just Had to Get Married’ (U) oke 
at $6,100. 

State (Loew-Fox) (:,024; 25-40), 
‘State Fair’ (Fox) (2d-final week). 
Holdover, though better than aver- 
age weekly business house did with 
its stage shows, is not what was 
expected. Will hit around $14,000. 
Last week the picture held capacity 
until final few days, but had banner 
take of $21,000. 


ALL’S FAIR IN ST. L., 
THO WEATHER ISN’T 


St. Louis, Feb. 13. 

The cold wave that kept a lot of 
folks away latter part of last week 
hung around long enough to ham- 
per things at the beginning of this 
week. When it gets below zero, as 
it did on two days, the old fireside 
seems to feel good to many who 
might otherwise take in a show. 

So there's nothing sensational to 
report on grosses unless it may be 
on the roadshow engagement of 
‘Cavalcade,’ which got under way at 
the Grand Central Friday night, and 
is playing to audiences that indicate 
a big $15,000 for the first week. 
House is 2,000 seater and film is 
scaled at $1.10 top. Pic got rave 
reviews. Engagement is indef. 

Regular runs are going along at 
about average pace, with no rec- 
ords, either way, due to be broken. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (WB) (3,000: 25-35- 
65)—‘Irisco Jenny’ (FN) and stage 
show. Chatterton name means less 
here than it once did, but $13,000 is 
good. Last week ‘Hello Everybody’ 
(Par) same. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Mummy’ (U) and F&M unit. Not a 
big draw, likely no more than $9,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Dangerously Yours’ 
(Fox) $10,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,000; 25- 
$5-55)—‘Big Drive’ (FD). Looks 
fair, but nothing over, around $10,- 
000. Last week ‘Hallelujah, I'm a 
Bum’ (UA) big $15,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-50) 
—‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col) and 
‘Penguin Pool Murder’ (RKO). Two 
of them will get more than aver- 

age, around $10,000. Last week ‘No 
More Orchids’ (Col) and ‘Lucky 
Devils’ (RKO) $5,300. 








forced repeat. Lucky to see $3,000, 
despite being Kate Smith’s home 
town. 
Columbia winds up two weeks of 
‘Rasputin’ o. Kk. Run extended 
through Sunday on account of new 
policy of Monday openings. Last 
10 days at two-a-day got nice $8,500. 
Estimates for This Week 
Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-30-40-50- 
60-70)—"Wax Museum’ (WB) and 
vaude. Baclanova and Johnny Mar- 
vin rounding out show, which will 
get average $17,500. Last week ‘La- 
dies They Talk About’ (WB) 
dropped to light $15,500. 
Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Ted Lewis: helping to o. Kk. 
$25,000. Last week ‘Face in Sky 
(Fox) and Buddy Rogers not so 
good. $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
60)—‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col). 
Ought to see usual $7,500. Last week 
‘No More Orchids’ (Col) would have 
done better if weather had given it 
break. House off beaten path, and 
week slipped under $6,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35-60) 
—‘Secret of Mme. Blanche’ (MG). 
Irene Dunne getting usual, fair $13,- 
500. Last week, second of ‘Kid 
from Spain’ (UA) turned in nice 
$12,000. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Irene Dunne’s 
popularity has risen since house 
played two weeks of pic last year, 
and return engagement is getting 
weak $3,500, but surprising at that. 
Last week, second of Nagana’ (U), 
fair $3,000. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Hello Everybody’ (Par). Dying in 
Kate‘s own hometown. Maybe §$3,- 
000. Last week fair $6,800, but 
should have been wetter. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25-35- 
40)—‘Trailing the Killer’ (WW). 
Getting more ballyhoo than most 
pictures at house, and inaugurating 
Monday opening policy. Hoping for 
o. k. $3,300. Last 10 days of ‘Ras- 
putin’ (UA) at $1.50 iop two-a-day 
got satisfactory $8,500, 





Lincoln’s Free of B. O. 
Blues with Good Fare 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 13. 


Picture men have some shows 
along the street that should rate 
patronage. Exhibs are hoping for 
a better break in the weather than 
they got during the previous week 
when a cold snap of three days’ 
duration sent the mercury as much 
as 23 below zero. Present forecast 
seems much in favor of better b.o. 
representation. 

The Stuart comes to the front 
with the first ace picture in weeks 
with ‘Sign of the Cross.’ Town be- 
ing ultra-churchy, title should go a 
long way to its selling. The Lin- 
coln’s ‘Animal Kingdom’ is oke too 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20)— 
‘You Said A Mouthful’ (WB). A 
big show for this house and first 
run should do $1,050. Last week 
‘He Learned About Women’ (Par) 
and ‘Cheyenne Kid’ (RKO), split ran 
Slimly to $550. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-25-40)— 
‘Animal Kingdom’ (RKO). Good for 
the collitch girls, will do fair $2,300. 


Last week ‘Lawyer Man’ (WB) 
slouhed with the cold weather to 
low $1,300. 


Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
—‘Parachute Jumper’ (WB). Dubi- 
ous outlook to possible $800. Last 
week ‘Handle with Care’ (Fox) and 
‘Goldie Gets Along’ (RKO), split, 
mediocre $750. 

State (Monroe) (500; 10-25-35)— 
‘Nagana’ (U). If handled right may 
get to a nice $1,500. Last week 
‘Death Kiss’ (WW) did in six days 
the average of three to a miserable 
$800, 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35- 
50-60)—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). 
Looks mighty good for $3,100. Last 
week ‘Hello Everybody’ (Par) 
touched the house’s low of $1,350. 
Cold weather smacked this house 
hard. 





B’klyn in Fair Shape but 
For Bad Weather Breaks 


Brooklyn, Feb. 13. 

If not for the snow storm things 
might be better here, as all houses 
have especially good screen fare all 
round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-55-75-85) 
—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) and 
‘Desert Song,’ tab, on stage. Off 
at start, but may finish at $35,000. 
Last week only $22,400 with ‘Island 
of Lost Sauls’ (Par) and Willie and 
Eugene Howard on stage. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55-65-75)— 
‘Death Kiss’ (Col) and stage unit. 
A little better than usual and may 
hit $9,000 on fine days, house clos- 
ing Wednesday night (15). Last 
week ‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox) very good 
at $20,000. 

Albee (3,000; 25-35-55-65-75-85)— 
‘State Fair’ (Fox) and vaude. Looks 
like a good $22,000. Last week ‘No 
Other Woman’ (RKO) and vaude 
off badly, $13,300. 

Metropolitan (2,800; 25-35-55-65- 
75)—Cynara’ (UA) and_ vaude. 
Should garner a good $20,000. Last 


week ‘Madame Blanche’ weak at 
$15,000. 
Strand (2,000; 25-35-55-65)— 


‘King’s Vacation’ (WB). Bringing 
a nice Arliss carriage trade, but 
only $11,000, mild. Last week 
‘Parachute Jumper’ (WB) jerked 
after five days, leaving a bad aroma 
of $4,000, probably a new record low. 


Jolson Pic Big $9,000, 
~ Gene-Glenn-“Married’ 
Combo, 116’s L’ville 


Louisville, Feb. 13. 
Just to help things along, cracks- 
men forced six doors at the Gayety 
last Monday morning to get to the 
safe in the office, from which they 
took approximately $300 in cash. 
Fred Hurley had just paid his bur- 
lesque company salaries on Sunday 
night. 
Pola Negri proved rather disap- 
pointing at the Rialto last week so 
Manager J. Johnson Musselman 
booked Gene and Glenn for this 
week’s offering. 
Strand Theatre tied up heavy with 
WHAS on exploiting its all-radio 
bill, topped by Kate Smith’s ‘Hello 
Everybody,’ and looks good for big 
draw. Col. Flyn Stubblefield pushing 
exploitation. 

U. of L. Players gave Louisville 
its first peep at a stage production 
of ‘June Moon’ at the Playhouse 
Friday and Saturday and repeated 
with charity performance under 
Lion’s Club auspices Monday night. 

‘Road to Life,’ Russian talker at 
Towers for five performances, drew 
lightly. 
Estimates for This week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Halle- 
lujah, _'m a Bum’ (UA). Going 
strong for $9,000. Last week ‘Big 
Drive’ (FD), only $5,600. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,700; 25- 
30-55) —‘Just Had to Get Married’ 








(U) with Gene and Glenn. Radio 
stars helping to good $11,000. Last 
week ‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox) 


with Pola Negri in person, mild at 
7,500. 
dad (Fourth Ave.) (1,706; 25- 
35-50) —‘Hello Everybody’ (Par). 
Good trade, $5,000. Last week 
‘Frisco Jenny’ (WB), so-so, $3,800. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Child of 
Manhattan’ (Col). Doing nicely 
with $2,500 in prospect. Last week 
‘Penguin Pool Murder’ (RKO), 
passive at $1,600. 

Alamo (Fourth Avenue) (900; 15- 
25-40)—‘Luxury Liner’ (Par). Weak 








$1,800. Last week ‘Parachute 
Jumper’ (WB), $2,200. 
N. H. OK 
Nice $7,000— 


‘Tonight ts Ours’ 
‘State Fair,’ $6,500 


New Haven, Feb. 13. 

Everybody opening up on news- 
paper space these days as only form 
of intensive plugging. 

Flock of ace films currently, with 
business about evenly distributed. 
Paramount getting settled in new 
straight sound policy, with third 
week a big improvement over second. 

After advance plugging on ‘Wax 
Museum,’ Roger Sherman shifted to 
stressing ‘Lawyer Man’ as being a 
better draw. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50) 
—Tonight Is Ours’ (Par) and ‘Her- 
itage of Desert’ (Par). May get 
$7,000, okay. Last week ‘Hello, 
Everybody’ (Par) and ‘Crusader’ 
under $5,000. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘State Fair’ (Fox). Indications for 
okay $6,500. Last week ‘Madame 
Blanche’ (MG) and ‘State Trooper’ 
(Col) fair at $6,200. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Wax Museum’ (WB) and 
‘Lawyer Man’ (WB). Headed for a 
satisfactory $6,400. Last week ‘20,- 
000 Years’ (WB) and ‘Breach of 
Promise’ got $6,900, nice money. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ First single 
bill for this double feature house. 
Newspaper endorsement by Wm. 
Lyon Phelps will help bring this one 
to at least $2,700. Last week ‘Goona 








Goona’ and ‘Guilty or Not Guilty,’ 
fair at $2.100. 


Record Feb. Frigidity in Mpls. 


Keeping ‘Em Home by the Fireside 








‘MARRIED,’ PLUS MILLS 
BROS., GOOD 186, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Feb. 18. 


Weather warmed up over week- 
end, and with it rose the take of 
chief celluloid chambers. Sub-zero 
temperature for several days last 
week helped only fuel venders. 

Best current screen draw is ‘Sign 
of Cross.’ Zasu Pitts picture and 
Mills Brothers personaling are a 
trade tinkle at the Albee. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65)—Just 
Had to Get Married’ (U) and vaude 
topped by the Mills Bros. Pitts’ fol- 
lowing going for her first starring 
flicker, and many of ’em expecting 
more laughs than are offered. The 
Mills foursome also have b. o. appeal. 
On their first personal here last Au- 
gust they drew mightily. On way 
for $18,000, good. Last week ‘Hello 
Everybody’ (Par) and East and 
Dumke, headlining stage, got a weak 
$10,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). Just four 
weeks ago this film roadshowed at 
the Shubert; a local quick-time 
record switch to pop prices. Flop- 
ping at $8,000. Last week ‘Island of 
Lost Souls’ (Par) $11,300, good. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)— 
‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col). Boles- 
Carroll type blurbed and assisting 
in pull of $11,500, hotcha. Last 
week ‘Tonight Is Ours’ (Par), $8,800, 
mild. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Employees’ Entrance’ (FN). Heavy 
billing on Eddie Cantor and Burns 
and Allen in repeat short subjects 
to lure radio fans, Combining for 
a sweet $6,500. Last week “Hard to 
Handle’ (WB), $4,700, fair. 

Shubert (2,190; 55-$1.65)—‘Ras- 
putin’ (MG). In last week for 13 
screenings, with Sunday night open- 
ing, $9,200, fair considering bad 
weather, conditions and new speed 
with which film runs are changed. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)— 
‘Big Drive’ (1st Div.) and ‘Kid from 
Spain’ (UA), latter second run. 
Split week oke for $2,800. Last week 
‘Trailing the Killer’ (WW) and 
‘Laughter in Hell’ (U), $1,800, poor. 

Family P aaron (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Fargo Express’ (WW), and ‘As the 
Devil Commands’ (Col). Split week, 
under $2,200, off. Last week ‘Mys- 
terious Rider’ (Par), and ‘Tangled 
Destinies’ (Fischer), $1,800, mild. 

Strand (1,160; 15-25) —‘Jungle 
Bride’ (Mono}, and ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ (U). Split week. This house 
has cut out newspaper advertising 
and is depending on transient trade, 
Grinding at $1,000 clip, poor. Last 
week ‘Death Kiss’ (WW) $800. 

Ufa (400; 30-40)—‘City of Songs’ 
(German), Limited to foreign- 
eared folks, $800, n.s. h. Last week 
‘Scarlet Dawn’ (WB), and ‘Virgins 
of Bali’ (Prin), $900, fair. 


Cantor’s 3d Seattle Week 
Something of a Record 


Seattle, Feb. 13. 

Fifth Ave. relapses again to double 
bill this week, with change in book- 
ings for next week moving ‘Sign of 
the Cross’ (Par) from Paramount 
to Fifth. ‘State Fair’ getting heavy 
exploiting with Rogers-Gaynor com- 
bine the goods for this type story. 

Blue Mouse using ‘Kid’ for third 
week, this setting record for the 
town in blue moon. It clicked last 
week for grand $6,000 after $7,100 
opening week. 

Liberty has wallop in ‘Trailing 
the Killer’ and ‘Strange Adventure’ 
for the excitement hunters, getting 
nice dough again. 

Cold weather dented this week a 
trifle, but on whole town getting on 
oke at the shows, all things con- 
sidered. 

FWC is taking over the Para- 
mount, surrendered by PNW re- 
ceivership on court orders, 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (PWN) (3,106; 25-40) 
—‘State Fair’ (Fox). Big campaign 
in name draws helping to a big $8,- 
500. Last week ‘Strange Interlude’ 
(MG) not bad at $7,200. 

Fifth Ave. (PNW) (2,300;- 25-40) 
—Son-Daughter’ (WG) and ‘Devil 
Is Driving’ (Par). Double bill on 
way to $5,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Employees’ Entrance’ (FN) and ‘Is- 
land of Lost Souls’ (Par), latter 
considered too much horror by most 
patrons, ditto. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25) — ‘Trailing the 
Killer’ (WW) and ‘Strange Adven- 
ture’ (Shef). Well publicized and 
expects a big $5,000. Last week 
‘Secrets of French Police’ (RKO) 
and ‘Hell Fire Austin’ (WW) oke. 
too, with $4,600. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
35)—‘Kid from Spain’ (UA). Held 
for third week, after great two 
weeks, with lines practically every 











night, also good mat biz; around 
£4. 009 jis erwell. Tact week same film 





Minneapolis, Feb. 13, 

With the severest and most pro- 
tracted cold wave in nearly 10 years 
helping the mediocre product to put 
the finishing touches on it, grosses 
collapsed almost completely. For 
nearly two weeks the temperature 
did not get higher than 10 below 
zero. For days at a stretch it has 
stayed around 20 below, dropping as 
low as 28 and breaking February 
frigid records. Potential theatre 
customers have hugged their fire- 
sides and spent all available dough 
for fuel. Blizzards have accom- 


panied the icy blasts. 

Last week, with the Kate Smith 
picture, ‘Hello Everybody,’ doing a 
flop at the State, aggregate takings 
for the six major loop houses and 
the Publix Uptown sagged to a 
tragic $18,800, or a little more than 
$3,000 per theatre. It is estimated 
that the total takings for the more 
than 60 houses now operating here, 
including the loop theatres, did not 
exceed $25,000, averaging a little 
more than $400 per showhouse for 
the seven-day period. 

Comparatively, the 260-seat World, 
foreign talker house, has been doing 
the best biz in the town with a 
Swedish film, ‘Varmlanningarna,’ 
now in its third week. It grossed 
more than $3,000 its first week and, 
despite the sub-zero weather last 
week, copped more than _ $1,500, 
which probably meant a profit of 
around $600 for the house, on top 
of the first week’s $1,000 velvet. 

Lone outstander this week is 
‘Strange Interlude,’ at the State. 
With any kind of a weather break it 
will get some real dough, bringing 
the ace Publix house back to life 
again after its ‘Hello Everybody’ 
funeral. In spite of the unfriendly 
elements, there was a goodly out- 
pouring of customers here over the 
weekend. Shearer and Gable are 
potent b. o. tonic. 

Otherwise there isn’t much in the 
way of attractions to thaw out the 
frozen population. It takes more 
than ‘No Other Woman,’ ‘Mask of 
Fu Manchw’ and ‘Luxury Liner,’ 
the other loop screen offerings, to 
buck the sub-zero temperatures, 
Manager M. C. Park. landed heaps 
of newspaper publicity for his stage 
star, Fifi D’Orsay, but she is of 
doubtful box office value here. 


Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55)— 
‘Strange Interlude’ (MG). Shearer 
and Gable powerful magnets here. 
Will run eight days, having opened 
one day ahead of schedule, due to 
pulling of ‘Hello Everybody.’ Cone 
sidering terrible weather, with more 
moderate temperatures, gross may 
climb to first-rate $12,000. Last 
week ‘Hello Everybody’ (Par) ter- 
rible $3,800 for six days. 

Orpheum (Publix) (2,890; 55)— 
‘No Other Woman’ (RKO) and 
vaudeville, including Fifi D’Orsay. 
Irene Dunne no great draw here, but 
show as a whole sizes up as pleas- 
ing entertainment and a good value 
for the price. Plenty of publicity 
for Miss D’Orsay. Looks like fair 
$8,000. Last week ‘Child of Man- 
hattan’ (Col) and Paul Ash on stage, 
with latter entirely responsible for 
$6,000, good considering weather. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘Mask of Fu Manchw’ (MG). Lots 
of Sax Rohmer fans and they’re 
turning out pretty well, but no cast 
names and no strong feminine ap- 
peal; may hit a fair $3,500. Last 
week ‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox), $3,500, 
rretty good in face of frigidity. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,400; 40)—‘No 
Man of Her Own’ (Par) and ‘Son- 
Daughter’ (MG), split. About $2,< 
500 indicated, fair. Last week ‘Fare- 
well to Arms’ (Par) $2,000, with 
weather responsible for low gross. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Lux- 
ury Liner’ (Par). No cast names of 
consequence, and is being pulled 
after five days’ biz of $2,000. Last 
week ‘Three on a Match’ (FN), $2,- 
500, light. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Fare- 
well to Arms’ (Par). Second loop 
run and full week. Helped by Man- 
ager Kelly’s flashy front, and should 
do good $2,500. Last week ‘Animal 
Kingdom’ (RKO), seeond loop run, 
remained full week, $900, with cold 
to blame for bad trade. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—-Trying 
a revival week, with change of film 
daily. With weather break, maybe 
$1,000, good. Last week ‘Too Busy 
to Work’ (Fox), second loop run 
and full week, $600, bad. 





clicked for $4,900. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35)—‘Ladies They Talk About’ 
(WB). Indicates a nice $4,000 on 
Stanwyck pull. Last week ‘Pen- 
guin Pool Murder’ (RKO) so-s>) at 
$3,300. 

Coliseum (PNW) (1,800; 15-25)— 


‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) and ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (Fox). Big with $4,- 
000, pace. Last week ‘Prosperity’ 
(MG) slumned some, $3,100. 
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Ist Wk. ‘20,000 Years Worth $1 a Year: 


‘Child of Manhattan’ Promises $19,000 ' 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 


By Saturday the town had barely 
@ug itself out of the blizzard and 
14-inch snowfall of last week. New 
York pulse-readers should never 
belittle the crippling powers of a 
good prairie blizzard accompanied 
by snowdrifts and a shrinking mer- 
slowing- 


cury. Especially is the 
down effect marked in Chicago 
where the municipal government 


does practically nothing to clear the 
streets and the loop looks like a 
suburb three days after the storm. 

“Cavalcade’ (Fox) gallops into 
town one week ahead of ‘Rasputin’ 
(Metro) to provide the town with 
the ghastly promise of two reserved 
seaters struggling to survive in a 
burg that ordinarily cannot give 
mourishment to one. ‘Rasputin’ was 
a last minute booking for the Apollo 
when Metro decided it couldn't stall 
any longer but must give the pic- 
ture a quick glossing and then get 
it released with some celerity. Three 
weeks maximum, two weeks prob- 
able, is ‘Rasputin’ anticipations 
with ‘Cavalcade’ meanwhile hoping 
that it will be the exception to Chi- 
éago's rule. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
— ‘Secret of Mme, Blanche’ (M-G) 
and stage show. ‘Madame X’ all 
over again attracting fair trade and 
house anticipates moderate $32,000. 
Last week big expectations and a 
epanking getaway were crashed for 
‘Show Boat’ tab and ‘Second Hand 
Wife’ (Fox) by the~-blizzard and 
frightfully cold weather which 
ruined from Monday night to Thurs- 
day. Ended with $34,000, above av- 
erage. 

Erlanger (UBO) (1,318; 55-$1.65) 
Cavalcade’ (Fox). Opened Sun- 
day with Mike Cavanaugh-Lou 
Smith piloting. Will.go after the 
north shore carriage trade in par- 
ticular. Scaled for a stiff $1.65 and 
hopes to defy Chicago’s well known 
reluctance to fork up for reserved 
seat pix. 

McVicker’s (B&K) (2,284; 35-55) 
Hard to Handle’ (WB). Cagney 
entry came in Saturday. Looks 
like $9,000. Last week Kate Smith’s 
‘Hello Everybody’ (Par) spelled 
anguish at under $6,000. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ (WB). 
Started off encouragingly, being 
considered the type of attraction 
Oriental is ideally situated for. 
Maybe = $20,000. Last. week of 
‘Strange Interlude’ (MG) got $9,600, 
mild. 

Palace (RKO) (2,533; 40-65-83)— 
*Child of Manhattan’ (Col) and 
vaude. Hope to get $19,000-$20,000 
this week. Last week the subzero 
conditions and ‘Past of Mary 
Holmes’ (RKO) accounted for a de- 
Pplorable $14,000. 

State Lake (RKO) (2,756; 35-55) 
‘Lucky Devils’ (RKO). Average 
here between  $5,000-$6,000 with 
losses cut but house in red pretty 
consistently. Last week ‘Nagana’ 
(CU) limped in with $4,500. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
75)—‘Hallelujah, I'm a Bum’ (UA). 
Opened Saturday (11) with esti- 
mates for first week around $20,000, 
not bad here. Last and first week 
of ‘King’s Vacation’ (WB) was in- 
glorious at slightly over $10,000. 





Tacoma’s Tempo Torrid 
With New Policy Shifts 


Tacoma, Feb. 13. 

Changes have been happening. 
Broadway was taken over this week 
by John Hamrick, and renamed 
Music Box, to harmonize with his 
dual houses in Seattle and Portland. 
Ned Edris, city mgr. for Hamrick 
group, including also Temple, sec- 
ond run house, is personally in 
charge at Music Box. This was 
originally the Tacoma theatre, legit, 
and was revamped a few years ago 
by Fox West Coast, at cost of $100,- 
000. It’s a dandy theatre, seating 
1,400, with ace location. 

Rialto, the other house just re- 
leased by PNW, is still dark. Ru- 
mors connect Hamrick with this 
operation, too, but as yet not official. 

Estimates for This Week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25) 
—Kid from Spain’ (UA). Big bally 
for new indie ownership. catching 
on for expectation of $4,500, okay. 
Last week ‘Son-Daughter’ (MG), 
and ‘Animal Kingdom’ (Rad), nice 
at $3,500. 

Roxy (Jensen-von Herberg) (1,- 
300; 15-20)—‘False Faces’ (WW), 
and ‘So This Is Harris’ (RKO), 
short, first half, then ‘Bitter Tea’ 
(Col) last half. Looks $4,700, big. 
Last week, ‘Phantom Express’ 
(Maj), and ‘Officer 13’ (Mas), first 
half: ‘Last Mile’ (WW), and ‘No 
Living Witness’ (Prin), last half, 
double bills, plenty of adv. and low 
prices made it a big $4,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—‘Ladies They Talk About’ 
(WB). Stanwyck getitng big bill- 
ing, and looks oke at’ $2,000. Last 
Week ‘Lawyer Man’ (WB) slow at 
$1,600.. New price policy at Blue 





Columbus Sloughed By 
Storms But ‘Cross’ 15G 


Columbus, Feb. 13. 

Coldest weather of year plus 
plenty ice and snow hitting all the- 
atres hard this week with closing 
days sole hope for even fair biz. 
Same thing hit last weeks grosses 
hard. 

Change in policy at Hartman fea- 
tured this week’s news with house 
now playing split week vaude with- 
out feature films. Vaude bii's are 
to be practicaliv continuous from 
now on, few shorts being cast on 
the screen new and then to give 
the acts a chance to breathe. Man- 
agement claims its customers 
weren't interested in features. 

Estimates for This Wee 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)— 
‘Sign of Cross’ (Par). Off heartily 
despite weather and should get 
big $15,000. Last week ‘Hello, Every- 
body’ (Par) hard hit by storms, ete.., 
just $4,700, brutal. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000: 25-40)— 
Tm a Bum,’ Just making the 
grade at mild $8,000. Last week 
‘Pig Drive’ (iD), just $8.500. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (3,000: 25-40)— 
‘Face in the Sky’ (Par). Wood 
enough for $7,000.. Last week ‘Island 
of Lost Souls’ (Par). nice, $5,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)-— 
‘Tadies -They Taik About’ (WB). 
Mild $3,500 itn sight with last week 
same figure on ‘Hard to Handle’ 





(WB). 
Hartman (Great Lakes) (1,700; 
20-30). Continuous vaude _ plus 


shorts looks like $4,300. Last week 
‘No Living Witness’ and vaude light 
at just $4,000. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 20-35)— 
‘They Had to Get Married’ (U). 
Looks to nice $3,000. Last week 
‘Devil Is Driving’ (Par) 2,500, 
above average. 


EVERYTHING’S ON THE 
UP BEAT IN BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 13. 

Besides the road showing ‘Cayal- 
cade’ and ‘Rasputin,’ which have 
been hogging the spot, with no op- 
posish, ‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ 
should help three major houses to 
inflation of hitherto slumping 
figures. 

‘Big Drive’ chased women from 
the State and Orpheum, but Irene 
Dunne in ‘Secret of Madame 
Blanche’ is bringing the femmes 
back. Both houses sadly needed the 
boost, as both have had a poor run 
of luck in film quality. 

The close race between ‘Caval- 
cade’ and ‘Rasputin’ the first week 
fizzed off, with the Fox entry shoot- 
ing to the front by winning lengths. 

Paramount is doing well with 
‘Sign of the Cross,’ first time at pop 
prices. Film shown uncut, first time 
this has been done with a roadshow 
picture on its second run, but the 
house omits its usual companion 
feature, De Mille production being 
practically the whole show. 


Estimates for This Week 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,600; 55- 
$1.65) — ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox). joing 
fine on its third week. Second 
warped a while, then straightened 
to sell out again. Boxes, usually un- 
sold and occupied only by paper, 
have takers. Second week saw $15,- 
000 roll in, as compared to $16,000 
the first. House looks for $14,500 
this week. 

Tremont (Indie) (1,533; $1.65 top) 
—‘Rasputin’ (MG). Off as compared 
to its flush first week. Second fin- 
ished at $11,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Devil Commands’ (Col) and vaude. 
Knocking on wood for $12,000. Last 
week ‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col) 
better for $17,500. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Nagana’ (U) and vaude revue. Op- 
timism for $12,000. Last week 
‘Lucky Devils’ (Col) and vaude 
fell through to $8,600. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Madame Blanche’ (MG). Stirs ex- 
pectation of $14,000. Last week 
“Hallelujah I’m a Bum’ (UA) asth- 
matic for $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-50)—‘Ma- 
dame Blanche’ (MG). Reacquaint- 
ing femmes with the house after 
stayaway, which spells biz; likely to 
hit $12,000. Last week ‘Hallelujah’ 
(UA) only $9,000. 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 35-50-65)— 
‘20,000 Years’ (FN) and stage show. 
Forecast for fine $19,000. Last week, 
pretty fair $16,000 with “She Done 


55)—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). 
Pointing to $11,000, corking good. 











| Last week ‘Face in the Sky’ (Fox) 
fand ‘Luxury Liner’ (Par) disap- 
pointing at $8,500. 

Mouse is 15c. mats with 25 nights; 
| two bits any time has long been the 
irule. This price now moves to the 
‘Hamrick Music Box here. 


Him Wrong’ (Par) and stage show. | 
Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 20-30- | 


BUFFALO DITTO 


Repeats General Negativeness, Fur- 
ther Guaranteed by Bad Weather 








Buffalo, Feb. 13. 

Bad weather partly responsible 
for b. o. anemia, something Buffalo 
is accustomed to by now. 

‘Mummy’ at Great Lakes and 
double features at Century best in 
town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Tonight Is Ours’ (Par). Anything 
but a flurry in biz, bad weather 
hurting for $14,000 take, weak. Last 
week ‘Frisco Jenny’ (WB) downed 
house badly, $11,100. 

Great Lakes (3,400; 25-40)—‘The 
Mummy’ (U). Won't be doing so 
bad at $7,000. Last week ‘Hot Pep- 
per’ (Fox) around house's recent 
average, $5,800. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)—‘Fol- 
low the Leader’ (Par), ‘Payment De- 
ferred’ (MG) and ‘Dangerous Fe- 
males’ (MG), split. Looks to get 
$6,000 or better, okay. Last week 
‘King Murder’ (Chesterfield) and 
‘Just Had to Ge Married’ (U), split, 
$5,800, not so bad. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25)—‘Luxury 
Liner’ (Par). Will be lucky to get 
$4,000, poor. Last week ‘Mme. But- 
terfly’ (Par) and ‘Once in Lifetime’ 
(U), split, got $6,100, an improve- 
ment over recent averages. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—‘No 
More Orchids’ (Col) and ‘Speed De- 
mon’ (Col). Great for $6,500. 
week $5,700. 


FAIR’ MAY SEE 
186 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Feb. 13. 

‘State Fair’ is pulling, but under 
expectations, and Al Jolson is dis- 
appointing in a week that’s other- 
wise devoid of the unusual. Show- 
ers over the weekend took edge off 
business. 

Jolson’s ‘Hallelujah I’m 2a Bum’ 
will give United Artists its poorest 
week since reopening last summer. 
UA will be lucky to get $10,000, and 
won't get more than two weeks out 
of it. House policy of ‘exclusive 
runs in Frisco county’ apparently 
discontinued as this’n like ‘Cynara’ 
before it, are being booked for other 
theatres. 

‘State Fair’ proving good at $18,- 
000 for Paramount, cast of Rogers, 
Gaynor and Ayres pulling biz and 
even ‘Blue Boy’ getting billing. Par 
changed its opening dav from Sat- 
urday to Friday, cutting Mae West’s 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ to six days, 
thereby wringing the managerial 
heart for that racy film was big 
here. 

Dan Markowitz’s Embassy, after 
many upsets prior to opening and 
a four-day first week finally is on 
schedule. Opening day now set for 
Saturdays with ‘Crooked Circle.’ 
House policy of indie first runs at 
35c top helping and undoubtedly 
cutting into such downtown grinds 
as the next-door Strand where 25c 
is the top for subsequent runs. 
Though theatre prominently dis- 
plays signs that its operators are 
union there’s a picket doing his 
stuff in front of theatre, and in 
Frisco that’s no business stimulant. 

Fox’s roadshow of ‘Cavalcade’ 
opens Wednesday (15) at the St. 
Francis with $1.10 top, instead of 
$1.65 as on ‘Strange Interlude.’ 
Golden Gate and Warfield running 
about even, former showing ‘They 
Just Had to Get Married’ with 
Trixie Friganza on stage and whole 
show being sold as ‘big laugh 
frolic.’ Waszsfield’s ‘Dangerously 
Yours,’ with a Zasu Pitts-Thelma 
Todd comedy counting for some- 
thing, is opposition to the Gate fea- 
ture which has Pitts co-starred 
with Slim Summerville, 

Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (Markowitz) (1,700; 25- 
35) ‘Crooked Circle’ (WW). Two 
bits afternoon and 35c night the 
big plug here, lowest price in re- 
cent years for first runs. About 
$4,000 on the week. ‘Laughter in 
Hell '(U) opened house, running for 
four days and getting but $2,300. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65) ‘Just Had to Get Married’ (U) 
and vaude, with Trixie Friganza 
and Zizz Black, guest m.c. Sum- 
merville-Pitts combo good for 
laughs and few bucks with take 
around $13,000. ‘Mummy’ (U) was 
a corker last week at $15,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55) ‘State Fair’ (Fox). Drawing 
good biz at $18,000, but more was 
expected. Names and word-of- 
mouth helping. Mae West's ‘She 
Done Him Wrong’ got swell $14,- 
300 in six days last week, un- 








like ’em bawcy and bloody. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,600; 55-83- 
$1.10) ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox). Road 
show opens Wed. night (15), instead 
of house’s usual grind policy. 


| United Artists 





(1,400; 25-35-59) 
‘T''m a Bum’ (UA). Jolson not a 
| Frisco draw despite rave notic 
and okay word-of-mouth; $10,v 
| poor. 
| Warfield (Fox) (2,700; 35-55-65) 
i ‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox) and 
|stage show. Warner Baxter okay 
pull in this one; $16,000. ‘Second 
|; Hand Wife’ (Fox) surprised last 
week with over $17,990. 


Last | 


doubtedly proving that Franciscans | 


Bway Comes Into lis Own Again 
This Wk; Cap and Par Both Over 
606, but Radio City’s 1376's Oke 


The situation is beginning to/the Cross’ going into the smaller 
balance a little better finally, with | house on top of last week's engage- 
Broadway starting to recover from}|ment at Music Hall. Picture im- 
the sock Radio City’s intensive | mediately became available for the 
draft has been giving it for some/| Paramount, Brooklyn, where cur- 
weeks now. This week the two] rent. 

Radio City theatres will get around Al Jolson, after a several years’ 
$140,000 gross between ‘em, from/absence from pictures, came back 
indications. Wednesday (8) on a premiere $2 

Paramount and Capitol are stag- | opening, but grind thereafter, at the 
ing the strong comebacks for the] Rivoli and on first week his ‘Halle- 
big street, with balance of the/lujah, I'm a Bum’ is only fair with 
houses appearing to weather condi-| under $22,000. Again the Cap and 
tions better than they have been|Par’s strong pull shows its effect. 
lately. teat 4 Not much else on Broadway, ex- 

At the Paramount Mae W est in| cepting ‘Cavalcade’ which continues 
person and on screen in ‘She Done | capacity at the Gaiety. 

‘ Pee ’ , o ss ig ad 
Se eee ee ere cee Strand on h. o. of ‘Hard to Han- 
ment. This figure puts the house | ‘le’ will get about $15,000, mild but 

5 acral a . ~. |okay. ‘Wax Museum’ (WB) comes 
nicely in the money and although |, A oa an — 

f » hes nag a F ay gee in Friday (17). WB's other Broad- 
ear was felt for stage shows, with] - : Fi. 
a : : eke -nale | Way operation, the Winter Garden 
house going on a week-to-week elee . AEB cesinne cn 
er enue” f ; oses the same date, house revert- 
basis with stage hands and mu- . 

rae “ ~.. {ing to the Shuberts. Final picture 
sicians Saturday (18) as a protec-|i.”°.ooond run showing of ‘King’s 
tive measure, this kind of business | ,,, ~ . gg & 5 * 

mo Ls Sy Vacation’ which will not get over 
should eliminate any danger to stage $7.500. WB has been in the Win- 
shows. All the Par has to worry | ter Garden a little over five years. 


about is some more of those 
weeks under $25,000, of which it old Roxy, under its 35c top policy, 
had two in a row. slips this week to around $16,000 or 
Capitol, with its Ed Wynn ‘Laugh | * loss of about $2,000. 
Parade’ show, plus draw of Jimmy Neither the Mayfair nor the Pal- 
Durante and Buste’ Keaton names|ace are exhibiting strength cur- 
in ‘What, No Beer’ as flicker, is in| rently, “They Just Had to Get Mar- 
a hunk of black at $60,000 or better. | ried’ at former won't get $8,000, very 
Show will holdover over a second | poor, and Palace's ‘State Fair,’ with 
week. house reverting from its vacillating 
Lincoln's Birthday holiday yes- | combo policy to straight pix again, 
terday (Mcnday) gave all houses a] dipping plenty in the red at $7,000. 
i —— ~ ye ty Begg et Estimates for This Week 
ig house in Radio City, Music ‘a. 0 Oe 
Hall with ‘Topaze’ and Amos 'n’ Heal ar ga gs 
Andy in person will do better than] Gate as yet ang Gobaituse. tas 
the previous week, its possibilities; (—. nat ree ey u 
being for around $100,000. RKO} &*Pecté oe soon as Metro has suc- 
Roxy will hit over $37,000, with the | ©°SS0r ready. res 
strong b. o. shows at the Paramount serge oe: 35-75-99-$1.65)— 
No eer ?’ 


and Capitol no doubt being respon- | ‘What, (MG) and Ed 
sible. Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade’ show on 


Recent siorms and cold weather | Stage. Plus Durante and Keaton on 
also figure as having ill effect on | screen, sending house for first time 
R. C. due to the walk over to Sixth | in long while to a big $60,000 or bet- 
avenue. ter. Will holdover a second week. 

RKO Roxy this week holds ‘Child | Last week ‘Secret of Madame 
of Manhattan,’ instead of ‘Sign of eta (MG) failed to draw, under 
25,000, 

Gaiety (811; 655-$1.10-$1.65) — 

‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) (6th week). Con- 
SNOWBOUND KC HELPED tinuing strongly, at capacity. Last 


week picture on $1.50 engagement 


NABES; BETTER THIS WK "“Saee ase 25-35-55-75) — 


‘Just Had to Get Married’ (U). 
Oe Lacking in b.o. draft, Summerville 
Kansas City, Feb. 13. /anq pitts meaning nothing on 
In spite of a hangover from the| Broadway. Take will be only around 
worst storm and coldest weather for| $000, red. Last week ‘Hot Pep- 
years, the downtown houses look | per’ (Fox) on second run $11,300, 
promising for a regular week’s busi- | weak. 
ness 
cose, ‘ ’ Palace (1,700; 
Sign of the Cross,’ heavily pub- yo Sie > 
licized, got away at the Newman in St nog ed Fair (Fox) (2nd yt 
great shape, a complete reversal of | 5'@8¢ shows out and brutal $7,000 
form from that shown by Kate for straight films is beaucoup rouge. 
Smith's ‘Hello, Everybody,’ which Last week ‘Bitter Tea’ (Col) (2nd 
never got started and was eased out | Tun) did $10,800, mild. 
after five days. ‘Cross’ is set in for Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75-99)— 
nine days. ‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par), and 
Loew’s Midland’s 75c gate looks/ stage show. Mae West on personal 
good for ‘Big Drive,’ which is hold-| with her picture bringing ’em back 
ing up. Getting a heavy trade from/to this de luxer, hard hit last three 
the men_ especially. Attractive] weeks. Her name will mean a very 
lobby display of war relics, includ- | big $65,000 on eight days’ stay. May 
ing several machine guns, causing] hold over if pace continues. Last 
lots of interest. week ‘Luxury Liner’ and ‘Desert 
Russ Columbo and his orchestra! Sone’ unit a dismal $24,800, despite 
is the big draw at the RKO Main-| costly stage show. 
street, although ‘Past of Mary ° : . on ae, 
Holmes,’ screen feature, is not over- secths Bena caaee ogg Pt 
looked by the customers. se foe cue as ee 
Last week’s storm nearly wrecked be Andy in person. Picture or oo 
business here, not only shows. but| PUt with air stars on stage indica~- 
in all industries. Thermometer tions are for $100,000, with holiday 
down to 15 below, and driving snow | °°, help. Last week ‘Sign of Cross 
simply tied things up. Street car ( ar) hit heavy, garnering a nice 
service badly crippled at times and $96,000. ae eae - 
streets so icy that auto driving was|, Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85)—‘Hal- 
a risk. Many events including box- |/elujah, 'm a Bum’ (UA). Jolson 
ing, recitals, amateur dramatics,| Picture heading for fair $22,000 on 
and even an ice hockey game, were | itS first week, hard hit by weather, 
postponed. Cap and Par competish. Last week, 
Estimates for This Week third for ‘Kid from Spain’ (UA), 
Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- ta Ay — an. e “ 
25)—That’s My Boy’ (Col). Little] ,,, oxy (3,525; 35-55-75)— 
house holding its own. With a| Child of Manhattan’ (Col), and 
weather break should get near $2,- stage show. Taking smaller of RC. 
500, fair. Last week hit hard by | 20USeS to its low so far, over $37,000. 
storm ‘Conquerers’ (RKO) and| 4st week ‘State Fair’ (Fox) on sec- 
‘Obey the Law’ $2,000, not so good. ond run, a nice $41,800. . 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-| Roxy (6,200; 25-35)—‘Terror Trail 
50)—‘Past of Mary Holmes’ (RKO)|(U) and stage show. Tom Mix 
}and vaudeville, with Russ Columbo| Western not getting the biz this 
|and band featured, Indications for| Week under 35c. policy, indications 
| fair $12,500. Last week ‘Chila of| Pointing to a little red at $16,000. 
Manhattan’ (Col), badly crippled by | There are no giveaways this week 
l the weather, only $10,000. nor tieups of any kind. Last week 











30-40-55-85-$1.10) 








Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25)—J| ‘Iron Master’ (Allied) and _ stage 
‘Big Drive’ (FD). Heavy publicity | Show got $22,500, black, continuing 
| getting the men, and it looks like|4 second week with Plain Bill's air 
| close to $10,000, fair. Last weekj;turn in person. = au ans alee 
| ‘Madame Blanche’ (MG) opened | Strand (2,900: 25-35-55-65-75)— 
strong but was halted by the storm | ‘Hard to Handle’ (WB) (2d week). 
land closed with $9,800, fair. {On holdover will get approximately 
Newman (Publix) (1,860; 25-35-{ $15,000, some profit. “Wax Museum’ 
50)—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). Pic-| (WB) opens Friday (17). First 
started Wednesday for a nine! week for the Jimmy Cagney item 
iy run The two extra day s gained | pretty good $25,000. 
when ‘Hello, Everybody’ (Par) was Winter Garden (1,418: 35-55-75)— 
pulled (‘ross’ is building and will|‘King’s Vacation" (WE) (2d run). 
probably reach $13,000, pretty good.| Finishing week at around $7,500 
| Last week ‘Hello, Everybody (Par),|/this picture is WB’s swan song as 
|in spite of wonderful advertising.! operators of Shubert house. WB 
returned less than $6,000 for the five! cives up Frida (17) thereafter 
‘days. sticking to the Strand alone, 
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DENVER’S VERY 


HOTCHA THIS 
WEEK 


Denver, Feb. 13. 
Frei Schmitt, popular’ leader 
locally, with an 18-piece orchestra 
at the Orpheum, is giving half hour 
presentations and pulling the best 





crowds at that house since last 
week of vaudeville in September, 
1932. Schmitt was big draw at 


Denver theatre and was responsi- 
ble for many of that house’s regu- 
Jar patrons. Has practically all of 
the old orchestra with him at Or- 
pheum and indications he will be 
big draw there. Picture at Orpheum 
has drawing power too and is get- 
ting its share of word of mouth 
chatter. 

Sensation of the town ts the 
crowds at the Tabor second run 
with stage show added this week. 


Holdouts Sunday all day. House 
should do better than $6,000, and 
that’s reason to cheer; 25c is top 


and plenty low with over 40 in or- 
chestra and in show. 

Paramount doing excellent busi- 
ness and balcony cut to 25 anytime 
proving popular. ‘Frisco Jenny’ 
will be held seven days, it’s draw- 
ing so fine. Denver some better 
than last week, but Rialto and Den- 
ham both down. Weather good 
overhead and sloppy underfoot, but 
not keeping anyone away from 
theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 


Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
—'Crooner’ (FN). Nice $3,800. Last 
week ‘Hypnotized’ (WW) finished a 
grand ahead of the week previous, 
$4,200. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Son-Daughter’ (MG). Upping 
with Helen Hayes to $9,000. Last 
week ‘Hello Everybody’ (Par) did 
a nosedive and finished with $5,200 
on six days. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-35-40) —‘Wax Museum’ (WB). 
Fred Schmitt and orchestra. West 
Masters at the organ. Corking 
$13,500. Last week ‘Hard to Han- 
dle’ (WB) finished with a fine $12,- 
500. The two-bit balcony is drag- 
ging them in, and the 40c top is do- 
ing the same downstairs. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par) and 
‘Frisco Jenny’ (FN), split. Okay at 
$5,000. ‘Luxury Liner’ (Par) and 
‘Employees’ Entrance’ (FN), split, 
bad at $2,5¢0. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 


25-40)—‘Robber’s Roost’ (Fox) and 
‘Parachute Jumper’ (WB), split. 
Fair $2,500 in view. Last week 


‘Second Hand Wife’ (Fox) finished 
with a fair $2,750. 


Zero, Snow Retard 
Balto.; ‘Jumper’ 126, 
‘Entrance’ $14,000 


Baltimore, Feb. 13. 

Series of the worst weather 
breaks in a long time has gotten 
this town’s theatres down on its 
knees. Usually an _ exceptionally 
good weather town for theatres, 
these past two weeks have been 
poison to Baltimore houses. Last 
week's zero, ice and snow cost local 
houses approximately $75,000, ac- 
cording to estimates from those 
who should know. The downtown 
houses particularly suffered, the 
high expectations on some pictures 
woing for nothing when bucking 
against the weather man. 

Current week started off with a 
bad dose of cold and snow, and kills 
hope for any real punch at the box 
office this session. About the best 
break on this account will be ‘State 
Fair,’ which didn’t get started at 
the indie New until today (13). It’s 
one of the few flicks this house has 
had in months that will touch off 
any fireworks at the register. That 
flock of names can’t be beat, weath- 
er or no, 

Pop run of ‘Sign of the Cross’ at 
the Stanley is making the next best 
showing of b. o. pace, surprising at 
the register after a just so-so fort- 
night at $1.50 at the Auditorium 
some weeks ago. Looks like lots of 
people have learned how to wait. 

Neither the Century nor the Hipp, 
the two big vaudfilmers of town, 
are showing any real strength this 
week. Hipp has ‘Parachute Jump- 
er’ on a slough from Keith's, and 
makes it the first Warner flick to 
play this house since it’s been taken 
over by Izzy Rappaport. Action 
type film okay for t e house, but 
not enough name strength to hold. 
‘Employees Entrance’ at the Cen- 
tury is sharing femme patrons with 
‘Women They Talk About’ at 
Keith's. 

Maryland and Auditorium once 
more desert the picture ranks, the 
former going back to its legit love, 
while the latter goes dark, the 10- 


(Continued on page 23) 








‘CAV’CADE,’ ‘CROSS,’ CAP 
IN THE MONEY, MONT’L 


Montreal, Feb. 13. 

A big week ahead with three 
stand-out pix and a Fanchon & 
Marco Minstrel show ought to show 
much improved grosses over the 
slump of last week, but it’s hard to 
guess how they will come out. Fans 
go to pre-supper shows and save 
money, leaving the top admish hours 
at houses half empty. Fans look 
like they've started Lent month 
ahead of time in this town. 

‘Cavalcade’ at His Majesty’s at 
75-$1.50 should get a big play, but 
with the highest price at the main 
stems 65c, it may hit a slump, and 
estimate is for $11,000. Palace looks 
for nice pick-up on ‘Sign of the 
Cross,’ and at 60c top, plus Georse 
Rotsky’s adroit ballyhoo, cannot be 
much below $14,000. Capitol has 
‘The Mummy’ as headliner of a 





brace. Probably is $11,000. 
Loew’s showing good picture, 
‘Blessed Event,’ and will parade 


town with the first big minstrel 
show seen here in years, as the en- 
tire vaude show. This should be a 
smash, and gross of $15,000 would 
be no surprise. Princess relying on 
a double bill of Columbias should 
repeat average gross at $7,000. 
Nabes, with perhaps couple of ex- 
ceptions, in the infra-red. 
Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 75- 
$1.50) —‘Cavaleade’ (Fox). Prices 
may scare ’em out, but matinees will 
be jammed, and estimate of $11,000 
is likely below mark. Last week 
house put in French operetta which, 
on subscription basis, grossed 
$7,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Sign of 
the Cross’ (Par). Depends some on 
what censors do to it. Biggest bally- 
hoof of year and word-of-mouth 
going to fill house, if old man zero 
lets up; $14,000 is guess. Last week 
‘Island Lost Souls’ (Par) partici- 
pated in general slump, and grossed 
$10,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,,700; 50) — ‘The 
Mummy’ (U) and ‘Had to Get Mar- 
ried’ (U) make an above-average 
bill, especially the first; $11,000, 
pretty sure. Last week ‘Flesh’ (MG) 
and ‘Match King’ (WB) around 
$10,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65)—‘Blessed 
Event’ (WB) and Fanchon & Marco 
Minstrel Show. This should be 
week’s topnotcher at $15,000, but not 
on picture. Last week ‘Fast Life’ 
(MG) and vaude grossed $12,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 35-60)— 
‘Man Against Woman’ (Col) and 
‘Air Hostess’ (Col). Average bill 
should get $7,000. Last week ‘No 
More Orchids’ (Col) and ‘Last Man’ 
(Col) $6,500. 

Imperial (Franco-Films) (1,900; 
50)—‘Les Fils a Papa’ and ‘Quand 
Te Tues-Tu.”’ Just a couple of av- 
erage French, which may gross $1,- 
800. Last week ‘Mater Dolorosa’ 
$1,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 
(600; 25)—‘Roi des Palaces.’ Aver- 
age at $800. Second week of L’At- 
lantide’ last week $750. 





Newark No Exception in 
Nat’] Weather Blight 


Newark, Feb. 13. 

Cold wave and snow hurt, but all 
should pick up sharply with better 
meterological conditions. Relative- 
ly the Terminal, with $7,000 on eight 
days for ‘Hot Pepper,’ outstrips the 
others. 

Rialto opens next week with stock 
backed by New Yorkers. Hope 
springs eternal. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB). Arliss nct 
so popular downtown, but pulls 
heavily in neighborhoods. Maybe 
weak $8,000. Last week ‘Hard to 
Handle’ (WB) okay with $11,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—‘20,000 Years’ (FN) and ‘Second 
Hand Wife’ (Fox). Unlikely to top 
$4,700. Last week ‘No Man of Her 
Own’ and ‘Parachute Jumper’ (WB) 
nice $5,400. 

Little (Cinema) (299: 25-40)— 
‘Zwei Herzen. Revival not strong 
and doubtful of $900. Last week 
tea? Corpse’ (Garrison) died with 

700. 

Loew’s State (2,780: 15-75)— 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ (MG) and 
vaudeville. Good notices may help 
to a decent $12,000. Last week ‘Big 
Drive’ (1st Div) not bad at $13,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 15- 
99)—‘Hello Everybody’ (Par) and 
vaudeville. Even if some people 
really come in won’t pass $8,000. 


Last week ‘Tonight Is Ours’ (Par) 
good enough with over $12,000. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-75)— 


‘Goldie Gets Along’ (RKO) and ‘Rio 
Rita’ (tab). Musical will do what 
drawing is done. Should cheer if it 
touches fair $12,000. Last week 
‘Bitter Tea’ (Col) over $12,000. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900: 15-50) 
—‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox). Will smash 
with $7,000 on eight days. House 
; gone back to Friday opening. Could 
| have held ‘Maedchen’ for full second 
| week. Last week five days of 
|} ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Krimsky) 











| (second week) okay with $3,000. 


ad 


Auto Drawing Gag 
Excites in Indpls, 
‘Sign Cross,’ $9,000 


Indianapolis, Feb. 13. 

Instead of the stage talent giv- 
ing the usual ‘hey rube’ howl at 
the Lyric last week, the audience 
went so far as to hiss and howl 
a would-be kicker off the stage 
during the free offering of an auto 
to a ticket holder. 

The lucky number was drawn by 
a member of the cast. Usually the 
manager does that but he was out 
of town. At the time the winner 
was walking to the stage to claim 
his car, a feminine customer ran 
pass him and jumped to the stage 
and in no uncertain terms accused 
the ticket plucker that he had noi 
pulled out the ticket in the proper 
fashion. The audience didn’t like 
the idea and started to hiss. 
Raynor Lehr, who heads his own 
unit on the stage pulled out the 
number and in explaining the sit- 
uation asserted he would buy a car 
for the person holding the number 
he pulled, if the audience wished 
it, and then would pull another 
number for the car on the stage. 
The audience would have none of 
it. Consequently the audience went 
away talking. 

The customers started to pile into 
the house early in the afternoon 
with their lunches and stayed until 
the drawing at 9 p. m. In some in- 
stances the mothers had their chil- 
dren occupy the seats until they 
could leave the home work. 

Fare is strong this week and biz 
is on the upgrade. ‘Sign of the 
Cross’ at the Indiana should lead 
the pack, with ‘State Fair’ at the 
Apollo next. Lyric with its stage 
unit and ‘Unwritten Law’ should 
pull them in again this week. 


Estimates For This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘State Fair’ (Fox). Around 
$4,000, best for this house in several 





weeks. Last week, ‘Dangerously 
Yours’ (Fox), around $2,800. 
Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-35)— 


‘Employees Entrance’ (WB). Should 
do around $3,000, but will have to 
climb plenty. Last week, ‘Luxury 
Liner’ (Par), weak at $2,700. 

Indiana (Circle) (3,300; 25-40)— 
‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). Maybe 
around $9,000. Last week, ‘Hello 
Everybody’ (Par), not as expected, 
only around $9,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
40) ‘Secret of Madame Blanche’ 
(MG). Maybe around $4,500. Last 
week, ‘I’m a Bum’ (UA), did not 
tong the expected, but $7,000 is 
oke. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
40) ‘Unwritten Law’ (Maj). Lehr 
stage unit and RKO vaude. Around 
$8,000. ‘Penguin Murder’ (RKO) 
ditto last week. 


Detroit’s Good Fare 
Should Offset Zero 
Weather Handicaps 


Detroit, Feb. 13. 
Zero weather continues with the 
same blighting effect on anything 
like normal business. Town has a 
nice array of offerings but unless 
the weather man smiles it looks 
bad. 


The Michigan with ‘Whoopee’ and 
‘Hard to Handle’ and the Fox with 
‘State Fair’ are bucking new op- 
position in the RKO Downtown 
which inaugurates a return to 
vaude this week in addition to 
‘Child of Manhattan.’ The Fox 
looks like the best bet for profits. 
The Michigan is paying a lot of 
money for ‘Whoopee’ and the Fox 
is sliding along on a low cost stage 
show. The Downtown has the nut 
down and is offering five good vaude 
acts and nice picture and all over 
$12,000 is profit, but lucky this week 
to get over $10,000, 

The United Artists with a second 
week of Cantor in ‘Kid From 
Spain’ expects to get all those 
the weather kept away last week 
in; if they come picture is good for 
a third week. 

The Fisher seems to have gotten 
over the spurt it felt when it 
dropped stage shows and the prices. 
Next two weeks will tell whether 
the house goes back to stage shows 
or not, 

Last week Mae West in ‘She 
Done Him Wrong’ got the play of 
the town unti] the ice man stepped 
in. ‘Kid From Spain’ was also 
waylaid and thrown for no gain. 
The other houses suffered com- 
paratively less as they had little to 
offer and didn’t expect many. The 
Michigan took much less than the 
$30,000 expected, while the U. A. 
slumped from under the expected 
$20,000 for the ‘Spanish Kid.’ 


Estimates For This Week 








Michigan (4,045; 15-25-35-40-55) 
—Hard to Handle’ (WB), and 
‘Whoopee’ on stage. Won't be so 


‘She 


good 


good on $17,000. Last week 
Done Him Wrong’ (Par), 
draw, $24,400. 





Fox (5,100; 


15-25-35-40-55)— 


PROV. GROSSES RISE AS 
TEMPERATURE DITTOES 


Providence, Feb. 13. 

Extreme cold and heavy snow 
put a damper on biz for first two 
days, but clearing weather later 
jazzed things up a bit, and all 
stands are depending on fine screen 
and stage bills to come through 
okay, 

Spotlight once again will be with 
the theatres playing vaudeville and 
pictures. Opening of the new Metro- 
politan week ago has the combo 
houses trying to outdo each other 
with live entertainment. Variety 
attractions are getting the ballyhoo 
with the result that where the pic- 
ture houses would be doing excep- 
tionally well they can only hope for 
a fair week. 

The best bets this week will be 
Fay’s and the RKO Albee where 
classy stage shows are holding 
sway to offset seven acts of vaude- 
ville and pictures at half the prices 
the first two houses are getting. 
The Albee is plugging ‘Gamby’ of 
Roxy’s gang, and Fay’s has ‘Bag o’ 
Tricks Revue,’ both clicking. 

The film product generally is best 
thing town has seen in weeks, 
and under ordinary circumstances 
grosses would have been very good. 
But with the stage setup biz will 
be about fair with no particular 
leader indicated. 

Three of the four picture stands 
are playing double features. The 
fourth, Loew’s State, is depending 
upon 25c top and Irene Dunne’s 
popularity here to make a decent 
showing. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-66)—‘Child 
of Manhattan’ (Col) and vaudeville. 
Swell bill all around, but it’s the 
live entertainment that the natives 
are going for. Prospects for a least 
$8,500, oke. Last week ‘Past of 
Mary Holmes’ (RKO) with Will Ma- 
honey on stage was largely re- 
sponsible for $8,000 figure. 

Fay’s (1.600; 15-55)—Midnight 
Warning’ and vaude. Picture just 
getting the breaks because of the 
stage show. Every indication that 
house come close to corraling $7,000; 
fine. Last week, ‘Ladies They Talk 
About’ (WB) was one time picture 
didn’t play second fiddle to vaude. 
Good at $6,800. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 10-25)—‘Se- 
crets of Madame Blanche’ (MG). 
Present set-up doesn’t augur well 
for this stand, which is facing plenty 
oppsish all around, and cut-prices 
still having no noticeable effect on 
the boxoffice. May hit $5,500 if pres- 
ent pace doesn’t slacken. Last week 





‘Big Drive’ (FD) managed to hold 
its own at $6,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox) and ‘Danger- 


ously Yours’ (Fox). Plenty of names 
in this one to put thing over in a 
big way if opposish wasn't so 
strong. House will do no squawking 
if takings stay close to $7,500. Last 
week ‘Employees’ Entrance’ (WB) 
and ‘Parachute Jumper’ (FN) satis- 
factory at $7,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 10-40)—‘Lux- 
ury Liner’ (Par) and ‘Billion Dol- 
lar Scandal’ (Par). Well liked bill, 
but behind a peg because of weather 
and other circumstances. Word of 
mouth should build this one up to 
$6,500, and square things. Last 
week ‘Hello Everybody’ (Par) and 
‘Penal Code’ took a flop much to 
surprise of everybody who figured 
Kate Smith would be sufficient bait 
for the fans. Slid to $5,100. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25)—‘Men 
Are Such Fools’ (RKO) and ‘Bitter 
Tea’ (Col). Thursday opening gave 
this little spot fine edge on other 
picture stands with the result that 
this week’s gross should be well 
over $2,500. Last week ‘Self De- 
fense’ (Mono) and ‘Animal King- 
dom’ (RKO) stood up well in the 
face of stiff opposition and cold 
weather; oke at $2,400. 

Metropolitan (3,400; 10-25)—‘Up- 
town New York’ (WW) and seven 
‘acts of vaudeville. House confident 
of holding its own despite cracker- 
jack shows at the other two combo 
houses. Union men picketing the- 
atre, and town is plastered with 
posters urging boycott of house be- 
cause it is unfair to organized labor, 
but management insistent that 
labor difficulties having no effect on 
takings. Anticipate at least $3,000. 
Last week ‘Afraid to Talk’ (U) 
went to $3,500 on strength of open- 
ing. 





‘State Fair’ (Fox), and stage show. 
Will get $20,000, oke. Last week, 
‘Face in the Sky’ (Fox), weak at 
$10,000. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-35-40-55) 
—‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col), and 
vaude. Should get $10,000 or more. 
Last week ‘Nagana’ three days and 
‘Lucky Devils’ (U), awful at $2,700. 

United Artists (2,018; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Kid From Spain’ (UA), 
(2d week). Should garner $12,000, 





under expectations. First week also 
off, $16,200. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-25-35-40)— 
‘Parachute Jumper’ (WB). Not get- 
ting anywhere here, $5,000, poor. 
Last week's ‘Island of Lost Souls’ 





(Par), $8,600. 


ALIBI; HAS IT 
IN WEATHER 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 
Temperature hitting rock bottom 
and so is business. Sub-zero weath« 
er and coldest spell of winter here 
in last 15 years keeping customers 
at their firesides, with theatres 
these nights resembling pee-wee 
golf courses. Anyway, it has given 
the boys an alibi, and if there’s one 

thing they need now, it’s an alibi. 


‘Cavalcade’ the only thing in town 
that’s managing to put up a stiff 
front against the mercurial opposi- 
tion. Freezing spell no doubt cost 
the road-show picture near-capacity, 
but first week at Nixon, with $1 top, 
accounted for $12,000, considered 
satisfactory, and prospects of re- 
peating in second and last week 
with any kind of break. 

Otherwise it looks pretty depress- 
ing all along the line. Stanley had 
a tough setback with ‘Mystery of 
Wax Museum,’ unable to get under 
way until Friday because of cen- 
sorial mix-up after picture had been 
exploited for a Wednesday opening, 
and will have trouble getting $8,500, 
Looks like about the same for “To- 
night Is Ours’ at the Penn. That 
means oodles of red for both sites. 

Double-feature bills slipping at 
Davis, and when they won’t even 
go for bargaim around here, then 
somethin’s wrong. Current bil), 
‘Wild Girl’ and ‘Laughter in Hell,’ 
looks like $3,300, while ‘Madame 
Butterfly’ will be lucky to touch $3,- 
500 at Fulton. Vaudfilm at Variety 
likewise skidding, with a poor $4,- 
200 in sight for ‘Secrets of Wu Sin,” 
and Warner also taking it on the 
chin with a weak sister, ‘Ladies 
They Talk About,’ at brutal $4,500. 


Estimates for This Week © 


Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— 
‘Wild Girl (Fox) and ‘Laughter in 
Hell’ (U). Twin bills slipping after 
neat start, with an indifferent $3,300 
in sight currently. Last week ‘Devil 
Is Driving’ (Par) and ‘Air Hostess’ 
(Col) around $3,450. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15-25 
40)—‘Madame Butterfly’ (Par). Hite 
ting for $3,750, just fair, with two- 
for-ones still managing to keep this 
site in the running while others are 
falling by the wayside. Last week 
‘Uptown New York’ (WW) all right 





at $4,100. 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 55-83 
$1.10)—Cavaleade’ (Fox). Looks 
like $12,000 first: week. That’s the 


best roadshow takings around here 
in a couple of years, all the more 
impressive because of low top. Pic- 
ture won rave notices and drawing 
a lot of carriage trade, with bad 
break in weather only thing stand- 
ing between it and capacity. Stays 
second week, making way next 
Monday (20) for ‘Rasputin’ (MG). 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35 
50)—'Tonight Is Ours’ (Par). Trye 
ing to cash in on Noel Coward here, 
on strength of recent ‘Design for 
Living’ engagement and current 
‘Cavalcade’ run, but it’s no go. 
Picture simply isn’t there, and will 
be lucky to come close to $9,000. 
Last week ‘Island of Lost Souls’ 
(Par) about $10,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Mystery of Wax Museum’ (WB). 
Bad break for this one at outset. 
Ballyhooed for Wednesday opening, 
it didn’t get under way until Fri- 
day through mixup with censors, 
and customer confusion won't be of 
any help. Poor opening presages 
weak $8,500. Last week ‘Hello 
Everybody’ (Par) at $3,750, a new 
low for this site. 

Variety (Jaffe) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Secrets of Wu Sin’ (Chest) and 
vaude. Slipping to $4,100, not so 
good. Last week ‘Speed Demon’ 
(Col) around $4,300. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB). 
Flimsy programmer which not ¢ven 
Barbara Stanwyck’s little b. 0. draw 
can help. <A brutal $4,500 in pros- 
pect. Last week ‘Employees’ En- 
trance’ (WB) a pleasant surprise at 
$6,500. 





Unassigned Contracts 
Take Par Aide to N. Y. 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

In New York to straighten out 
legal documents of talent under 
contract to Paramount - Publix, 
Henry Herzbrun, Par studio attor- 
ney is conferring with home office 
lawyers. With him is Walter K. 
Tuller of the L. A. firm of O’Mel- 
veney, Tuller and Myers, represent- 
ing Par Publix on the coast. 





Some of the stars and directors 
;}entered into contracts with P-P 
'which had no assignment clause 


}and couldn't be turned over to Par 
Productions when the receivership 
}came. These are the ones that will 


be ironed out in N. Y. 
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Par's Paris Studio on Rental Basis: 
Kane Out, but May Jom Fox Abroad 








Paramount has closed production 
fin the Joinville (Paris) studio and 
will make no more pictures there 
for the next year at least. Studio is 
being turned into a renting proposi- 


tion. 

Move means that Robert Kane, 
head of Par's European production 
staff, is practically out. His con- 
tract has until July to run with no 
plans made ag yet to renew it. Ac- 
cording to J. H. Seidelman, Par's 
foreign chief, just returned from a 
European survey, Kane promised to 
supervise the switching of the Join- 
ville studio to a renting studio base, 
at which time Kane will report back 
to Paramount’s New York home 
office. 

Kane has offers to switch to other 
companies, most likely of accept- 
ance being a bid to take over Fox's 
European production. 

According te Seidelman Para- 
mount now has 14 finished and un- 
released French films on hand. That, 
plus the American product which 
will be dubbed in Paris, is enough 
to carry Paramount in France until 
about February, 1934. Therefore the 
complete stop in production, al- 
though a corner of the studio, has 
been laid out for dubbing purposes 
and will be used constantly. 

Move does not mean, says Seidel- 
man, that Par will not go back into 
production in six or nine months, 
but that time will depend entirely 
on economic conditions, his current 
policy being, in view of the receiv- 
ership of Paramount-Publix among 
other things, to sit on all financial 
expenditure. 

Meantime at least one French in- 
dependent nas already moved into 
Joinville for production and several 
others are dickering. 


U HOOKS UP ITALY FOR 
DUBBING, DISTRIBUTION 


Rome, Feb. 5. 

Universal has completed a dis- 
tribution deal with Comm. Domenico 
Musso, who starts building a studio 
here immediately to handle the pic- 
tures. He'll dub them into Italian 
on his own and then distribute them. 

Deal is for two years, with an 
option for three more and calls for 
a $70,000 guarantee yearly to U 
against a percentage. Musso can 
choose any or all of U's pictures 
during that time, with all other 
details and expenditures up to him. 

Musso is new to picture business, 
though having played about with 
them in a non-professional capacity. 

Louis Marx handled the deal for 
Universal. 











Filming Deep Sea Hunt 
For Sunken Gold Cargo 


The Hague, Feb. 2. 

During the Napoleonic wars the 
British transport schooner Lutin 
was wrecked off the Dutch coast 
north of the Zuydersea. It had about 
£1,200,000 of bullion and silver on 
board. The bulk is still on the bot- 
tom of the sea 

Under agreement with Lloyds of 
No cure no pay, two Dutch salvage 
companies are going to attempt lift- 
ing this treasure. Film rights of 
this enterprise have been obtained 
by Loet C. Barnsteyn, distributor 
for Holland of United Artists at The 
Hague. 





. 
Two Mex. Native-Mades 
Mexico City, Feb. 9. 
Two more made-in-Mexico talk- 
ers have been released here. One is 
™1 <Anonimo’ (‘The Nameless’), 
drama of the medical profession, 
written and directed by Fernando 
de Fuentes, former Par exec here, 


fourth production of National Mo- | :. 
}out the possibility of 


tion Picture Co. 

Other, ‘Revolucion’ (‘Revolution’), 
depicting Mexico’s two decades of 
stirring times and dealing with the 
late Pancho Villa of gory fame, is 
output of Aztlan Films. 





Einstein Kin, Russian, 
Filming in Far East 


Berlin, Feb. 13. 

Dr. Marianoff, son-in-law of Prof. 
Albert Einstein, is taking 2 film ex 
pedition for a commercial film ints 
the Orient. ‘The expedition is for 
Promethus Films. 

Dr. Mariaroff, a Russian, has 
made pictures in Moscow 





Jap Films 





(Continued from page 3) 
films which had first runs on its 
chain: ‘Movie Crazy,’ ‘One Hour 
With You,’ ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde,’ ‘Love Me Tonight,’ ‘Shang- 
hai Express,’ ‘Lady and Gent,’ ‘This 
Is the Night,’ ‘Monkey Business,’ 
‘Make Me a Star’ and ‘Rich Man’s 


Folly.” They are listed in order of 
business done. 

MGM put its best five in this 
order: ‘Trader Horn,’ ‘Mata Hari,’ 


‘Hell Divers,’ ‘Inspiration’ and ‘Tar- 
zan.’ Year in and year out, Lloyd 
is the most popular foreign star 
here. Either Dietrich or Garbo 
ranks next, folowed by Chevalier 
and Bancroft. The expression 
‘Bankurofuto-taipu,’ or ‘Bancroft- 
type’ is popular slang. Paramount 
has the edge over its competitors 
in star appeal because it has been 
operating its own theatres for years 
and naturally has shown more of 
its own pictures than any others. 
But, in the days when it was tak- 
ing Metro’s releases along with 
others, it used ali the Garbo pic- 
tures, so that she stands out. 

The outstanding releases of the 
Fox chain have been ‘The Man Who 
Came Back,’ ‘Congorilla,’ and ‘Over 
the Hill,’ in-that order. Other good 
b.o. releases, not in order, were ‘De- 
licious,’ ‘Bad Girl,’ ‘Transatlantic,’ 
‘Merely Mary Ann,’ ‘Heartbreak,’ 
‘Yellow Ticket,’ and ‘Dance Team.’ 
Dunn is probably the Fox out- 
stander. Elissa Landi is building 
up a good following. 

Lecturer Out 

During the past year houses 
playing foreign talkers in the big 
cities have practically abolished the 
announcer, the leather-lunged boy 
who used to shout down the screen 
dialog in order to tell the Japa- 
nese audience what was happening. 
He was a nuisance after talkers 
came in, for he was so loud that 
the Japanese couldn't hear the pic- 
ture and the picture was so loud 
that the Japanese couldn’t hear the 
announcer. 

Now about half the foreign films 
shown have superimposed Japanese 
titles and the balance are shown 
with Japanese titles on screens be- 
side the main screen. As this is be- 
ing published, the Shochiku-Para- 
mount chain is going a step farther 
and is experimenting with English 
titles on the side screens when it 
plays Japanese talkers. 

Operation of the 50-50 controlled 
Shochiku-Paramount chain has 
opened the eyes of Japanese the- 
atre operators to many of the abuses 
which have made the theatre busi- 
ness a load of grief in the past. In 
the old days the common practice 
was to have the ticket-taker take 
the ticket, tear it in two and drop 
both halves into the box. Only 
sometimes he didn’t tear it, but took 
it back to tne box office and made 
the girl sell it over again, splitting 
with her on the profit. Now the 
tickets are numbered, the customer 
retains all save one corner, and 


must show the stub in order to get} 


a seat, and it would take collusion 
by practically everybody in the the- 


atre in order to pull anything | 
crooked. By running everything | 
on a budget, eliminating the public- 
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PT BUYS FULLER, 
MONOPOLY SET 


214 Theatres Involved— 
French and German Semi- 
Control Not Far Of— 
Setback for U. S. Distribs 
Down Under — England 
Has Parallel Tie-up 





METRO CHECKMATED 





Despite America’s experience and 
present attempt to disentangle it- 
self from amalgamations in a the- 
atre way, the rest of the world is 
rapidly heading towards theatre 
monopolies. 

Latest instance is in far off Aus- 
tralia where the General Theatres 
combine has taken on the Fuller 
chain, making a complete theatre 
monopoly for that continent. G. T., 
already had Hoyt. Greater Union, 
Carroll’s and several other circuits, 
combined some months back. 

Combined total in the chain is | 
now 214 theatres. 

Fuller's, at one time in legit and 
vaude, went to pictures about a year 
or so ago and has been consistently 
holding out against the combine. 
Freaded by Sir Benjamin Fuller, an 
old time showman, Fuller’s held an 
important whip, although having 
less than 50 theatres, because most 
of the houses were first runs and 
serious competition. 


New Barrier to U. S. 


Amalgamation makes the com- 
bine even stronger in several im- 
portant ways. 
has been fighting American film 
companies on block booking and 
prices, and looked almost ready to 
capitulate because of lack of prod- 
uct. Fuller’s, however, in a private 
deal, had taken on Metro pictures 
to fight the combine. Now, the 
Metro films go to the entire chain 
and added to Fox, which they have 
automatically and the British pic- 
tures available, makes their fight 
against U. S. distributors that much 
stronger. 

The same tendency to amalgamate 
is noticeable also in the theatres in 
England, where Gaumont-British 
has bought up everything available 
and now practically has the field to 
itself, with the exception of British 
International and the small Stoll 
circuit. Now G-B is natin | 
definite attempts to get Stoll, with 
that analogous to Fuller’s in Aus- 
tralia inasmuch as Stoll holds a few 
but important key spots. 

In France Haik is strengthening 
its chain in every possible way and 
is looking for merger possibilities 
with an idea of sooner or later con- 
trolling the theatre field there, al- 
though Pathe-Naton is still plenty 
strong on its own. 

In Germany Ufa has little or no 
opposition now. Emelka’s chain is 
the only important one here, but 
Emelka is practically bankrupt and 
Ufa has offered to take over the 
Emelka theatres which can be made 
to pay. Hitch is that Ufa doesn’t 
want all the theatres, some of them 
having leases which are a nuisance, 
but something is said to be in the 
wind in the way of a deal. 


Nolan for Fox in Aus. 


John Nolan left Los Angeles Fri- 
day (10) on a trip to Australia, to 
take charge of the Fox offices there. 
He will be in charge of all Fox 
business in that country. 

Nolan was formerly with Fox 














| 
} 


| West Coast, having been relieved | 
|Of his duties there by Herman} 
Wobber. 


ity and advertising departments of | 


the individual theatres and cutting 
‘squeeze’ in 
film-buying, the chain is on a busi- 
ness basis. Other theatre operators 
are beginning to realize how bad 
the old plan is and there are rum- 
blings. 


|raphy by Stallich 





Czech’s Eschew Dialog 


3 
OU, 


Prague, Jan 
‘Extasy’ is the name of latest 
new Czech film, the work of the 
native regisseur Machaty. Music by 
Dr. Becca. 


Acting excellent, with Hedy Kies- 
ler and Z, Rogoz, as leads. Photog- | 
deserves praise. | 

i 


‘Extasy’ film contains little dialog. 


Greater Theatres 


Feature Picture 


Germany May Finance Its Native 


Producers with 


New Film Bank, Marx as Head 





’Ere, ’Ere 





Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

A writer in the London ‘Daily 
Film “Nenter,’ writing of the 
pre-release enthusiasm over 
‘Cavalcade,’ finishes up his ar- 
ticle with; 

and now, after hearing 
of the wonders of ‘Cavalcade,’ 
I am all agog to see the opus 
unspooled.’ 


4 NATIONS POOL 
FOR NATIVE 
PICTURES 


Prague, Feb. 1. 

‘Little Entente’ has been formed 
by the four more important Central 
European countries for film pro- 
duction. 

They’re Czechoslovakia, Jugo- 
slavia, Poland and Roumania. 
They'll get together on picture pro- 
duction and release from now on in 
an attempt to make them strong 
enough to stand up against other 
world film powers. 

Almost all of this territory has 
been suffering heavily in a film way 
since the departure of American 
film companies from Czechoslo- 
vakia and Jugoslavia. These two 
countries put on heavy kontingent 
and duty laws in an attempt to 
build up home film industries, with 
the Americans immediately walk- 
ing out completely on the theory 
the markets were too small to 
bother with under those conditions. 

Said in some quarters that Ger- 
many is behind the consolidation, 
but no definite proof of this visible, 
especially since it is, on the face 
of it, as much a blow against Ger- 
many as against the U. S. 


Smith, Carewe Sponsor 
Canadian-Made Pix 


Victoria, B. C., Feb. 13. 

Promotion of a picture produc- 
tion company and studio here is 
under way by Major Fairbanks 
Smith, former superintendant of 
Radio studio in Hollywood. Edwin 
Carewe, Hollywood director, is as- 
sociated with Smith in the deal, and 
says he will produce eight features 
in the new setup. 

Pictures will be made under the 
British quota. Smith says that 61% 
of the stock will be offered for sale 
in Victoria, and 49% in the United 
States. 

In the past five years, 12 picture 
companies have been in the promo- 
tion stage between here and Van- 
caquver. None of them has gone 
past conversation. 


























Raphaelson to B. i. 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Samson Raphaelson, now at Par- 
amount, has been engaged by Brit- 
ish International Pictures to write a 
script for the Jeanette MacDonald- 
Herbert Marshall musical. 

Writer must be in England by 
April 15. 


PERFECTION POLICY 


Brussels, Feb. 3. 

A theatre in Resident e Palace, a 
large block of luxury flats, is to be 
transformed into a cinema and 
being wired. 

The direction states that it will 
screen ‘only those nIlms which con- 
form to the ideal conception of the 
cinematographic art.’ The tir 


capacity is 600. 


) will start Thur; 





Berlin, Feb. 3. 

Governmental finance reconstruc- 
tion is being arranged here as an 
aid to the native film industry. For 
weeks negotiztions have been going 
on between Spio, head organization 
of the German film trade, and the 
government, aiming towards a grant 
of necessary credit, the goal being 
$2,500,000. 

Idea seems to be to establish a 
film bank, the head of which is like- 
ly to be Konsul Marx, former mem- 
ber of the Ufa board and a Ger- 
man bank director. Proposition 
is to finance production by the is- 
suance of notes eligible to discount 
like commercial paper. 

This would necessitate a govern- 
ment concession to be obtained 
from a commission after examina- 
tion of the applicants. The com- 
mission would consist of members 
of the government, the new film 
bank, and members of the German 
film industry, and they would pass 
on all applications. 

Move is made necessary by the 
shortage of money and decrease in 
consumption which are crippling 
German business. Since August 10 
leading film companies have gone 
bankrupt and everybody seems to 
be under the shadows. The Richard 
Tauber company, Hegewald Films, 
Suedfilm, Biograph Film, Messtro- 
Orpid Film, Henny Porten Com- 


pany, Deutsches Lichtspiel-Syndi- 
cat, Reichsliga Film and Heros 
went into receivership. 

Americans 


American film companies have 
stepped in to make pictures locally. 
Warners arrarged for a production 
of two films, Paramount ordered 
four and Universal got started on a 
production plan of its own which 
calls for 16 pictures. If it weren't 
for these there would be a serious 
shortage of pictures. 

Under the American stimulus, the 
local companies have been spurred 
a bit. Terra, which went bankrupt 
two years ago, has arranged a pro- 
gram of eight pictures; Tobis has 
formed Europa as a subsidiary dis- 
tribution company for Suedfilm, 
Messtro-Orplid and DLS, all Tobis 
creditors. 

That’s not counting the regular 
Ufa program of 25 feature pictures 
and several others, but all that 
| won't relieve the stringent situation. 
On all sides there is a desperate 
need of money. 

The governmental thing is seen 
as the only possible way out at 
present. 





Figure mentioned as the goal de- 
sired, $2,500,000, may be wrong due 
to mistake in transmission. It seems 
a smal] amount for the project in- 
volved. Ufa’s capitalization alone 
is nearly $10,000,000. 





‘Hotel’ Disappoints on 
Gen. English Release 


London, Feb, 4. 


A surprising reversal occurred 
this week with the general release 
of ‘Grand Hotel’, on which about 
$30,000 was spent on national ad- 
vertising. 1t has proved a disap- 
pointment to practically every ex- 
hibitor. Rental for picture was on 
|a@ 50-50 basis, whereas the average 
| program picture receives only 25%. 

Several reasons suggested. It is 
due in no small part to the prevail- 
ing influenza epidemic. 








| Mojica Again Home 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
| Following completion of the Span- 
h ¥ yn of ‘Forbidden Melody’ at 
gw Majica will leave for a 
tour in Europe where he is 
er known for his vocal achieve- 


, : than by his picture work. 
Moijica has been making a brief 
rt tour on the coast and is 
ing back for this picture, which 
day (16). 
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Talking Shorts 





*“ALUM AND LEAVE’ 

Zasu Pitts and Thelma Todd 

18 Mins. 

Metropolitan, Brooklyn 
Roach- Metre 

Slapstick stuff has them rocking 
and probably will repeat in most 
houses. To avoid arrest for speed- 
ing, Thelma Todd tells a cop she is 
taking Zasu Pitts to the hospital. 
The obliging cop does escort duty 
and lands her in the operating 
room, waiting outside the door. 

When about 20 babies are brought 
out, singly and in groups, cop begins 
to suspect something and, to avoid 
the imprisonment another arrest 
means, Todd tells him that it’s really 
hydrophobia. She drinks water into 
which alum accidentally has been 
spilled and her brused lips give 
sounds which suggest barks. 

When they all drink the water 
and the cop adds a dose of liquid 
soap and starts to froth at the 
mouth, the girls make their escape 
in the commotion. 

Packed with rough-and-tumble 
stuff all the way with pretty nurses 
with legs. Almost surefire. Chic. 





SCREEN SNAPSHOTS No. 6 
Star Novelty 
9 rt “ ¥ 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Oe  Golumbia 

Similar in background to other 
releases in this series, now a couple 
years old, with Hollywood celebs 
shown indulging in their favorite 
sports. This type of material in 
other cases has been spliced in with 
doings of stars foreign to sports. 
Not heavyweight filler, but okay to 
fill novelty demands. 

Lewis Stone yachting, Vie Mc- 
Laglen and Dick Barthelmess box- 
ing, Irene Rich at target practice, 
Jack Holt playing polo, and Norma 
Shearer on the tennis court are 
picked up by Col’s roving camera. 
In this subject laughs are found 
through staging of a couple of clips, 
including Charley Chase being an- 
noyed by his kids when trying to 
practice golf swings, Marian Nixon 
playing a new boxing-like game, and 
Will Mahoney getting into trouble 
on a golf course. Char. 





‘BOO’ 

Horror Novelty 

9 Mins. 

Mayfair, N. Y. 
Universal 


Splicing in shots from ‘Franken- 
stein’ and ‘Dracula’ for chiller back- 
ground, U has used this as a back- 
ground in a short story which seeks 
to show the kind of nightmares a 
person mixing milk with lobster 
might produce. Will amuse on its 
novelty value alone and with any- 
thing diff nowadays in demand, it 
fills the bill. 

In order to fit ‘Frankenstein’ and 
‘Dracula’ atmosphere, mugg who 
tries the milk-lobster combo late at 
night is a caretaker of an apparently 
abandoned place. Leaning is heavy 
toward the creeps but with some 
laughed-up situations created by an 
off-screen voice which warns char- 
acters to ‘watch out,’ etc. 

Condition of print seemingly poor, 
though it may have been U’s idea 
to make it that way to keep it plenty 
eerie. Char. 





CHARLEY CHASE 

‘Mr. Bride’ 

17 Mins. 

Loew’s New York 
Roach- Metro 


Farce with Muriel Evans and Dell 
Henderson. Promising idea, but 
falls down in development, perhaps 
because the scenarist was afraid of 
stepping over the line on a ticklish 


proposition. 
Henderson decides to take an ex- 
perimental honeymoon, using his 


clerk as combined bride and note- 
taker. Finally sends for his stenog, 
who is the object of his affections, 
but she prefers Chase. 
Opportunities for knockabout 
stuff, but played too straight to get 
many laughs, letting down the en- 


tertainment' value, Only fairly 
amusing. Chic. 
*TORCHY TURNS THE TRICK’ 
Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Hippodrome, N. Y. 


Educational 


Useful program filler offering no 
new angles, but carrying laughs 
with conventional business smartly 
done. Torchy is chartered to do es- 
cort duty to a pretty girl and man- 
ages to restore a foreign girl to the 
arms of her beloved prince in spite 
of a small section of his army act- 
ing as keepers rather than body- 
guard. 

All implausible but well loaded 
with sure-fires, suci as the order 
for a demi-tasse and a cup of cof- 
fee, the explosive cigar and disguise 
as a woman, which always panics 
the’ family trade. 

Not a knockout, but easy enough 
to look at. Chic. 


WILLIAM DEMAREST 
‘The Run Around’ 
Comedy; 18 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Vitaphone Nos. 1469-70 

A boisterous rough-and-tumble 
short which squeezes bromides in 
an effort to force laughs. 

Attempted suicide furnishes the 
foolishment preface. After that, 
reason for it all is the circus barker 
who got into society for one even- 
ing. 

Looks as though the producers 
figured they could use anything as 
long as they had Demarest, a ‘Vani- 
ties’ co-star. Waly. 





‘RAILROAD WRETCH’ 
Scrappy Cartoon 
7 snare - 
Hippodrome e We 

i: : Columbia 

One of the Mintz examples of pen- 
manship with the action chiefly laid 
in the cab of a locomotive and 
sketches of the train pursuing its 
uneven way. No effort is made to 
carry a long story, but it sticks to 
the one point instead of gagging in 
a lot of extraneous material. 
Number of laughs when the draw- 


» gets away from the hackneyed. 
=e sf Chic. 





Hallelujah, I’m a Bum! 


(With Songs) 

Joseph M. Schenck presentation of Lewis 
Milestone’s production; released by United 
Artists, Starring Al Jolson. Madge Evans, 
Frank Morgan and Harry Langdon fea- 
tured. Screen play by 8S. N. Behrman, 
from original story by Ben Hecht. Music, 
lyrics and ‘rhythmic dialog’ by Richard 
Rodgers and Lorenz Hart. Directed by 
Lewis Milestone; assistant, Nate Watt. 
Art director, Richard Day; camera, Lucien 
Adriot; musical director, Alfred Newman. 
Running time, 83 minutes. At Rivoli, New 
York, commencing Feb. 8. 

Bumper ..... Soesevoccsoodveccesed Al Jolson 
June Marcher. .+++ve+s+-++- Madge vests 
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Acorn ....- Prrrrrrrry titi tit Edgar Connor 
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‘Hallelujah, I’m a Bum!’ must 
necessarily rise or fall by Al Jol- 
son’s draw. As a picture it’s no 
wow but not half bad either, com- 
manding attention because of its 
provocative nature and general 
treatment. Any pro and con dis- 
cussion over the ‘rhythmic dialog’ 
may stand it in good stead, although 
as a general thing the bare exposi- 
tion of the premise that a bunch of 
bums are made to converse in lyric 
metre may be enough to convict, 
regardless. It won’t bore, once in, 
but it’s not a mass play picture un- 
less the box office selling offsets the 
several shortcomings. 

The U. A. campaign on the rhyth- 
mic dialog is along strong lines, as 
is the bally that Jolson was the 
soundfilm pace-setter with ‘Jazz 
Singer’ five years ago and again 
paves the way with something new. 
One of the most difficult elements 
about this one, however, is that it’s 
not a picture one can walk in on, in 
the middle, and enjoy it. Its best 
effect is strictly getting the spirit 
from scratch. 

Almost Barrieish in its whimsy, 
the ethereal quality of the Hecht- 
Behrman script foundation is its 
primary deficiency. Lorenz Hart, 
while solely credited for the lyrics 
to Dick Rodgers’ music, probably 
merits as much authorship credit 
as the other pair, because his lyrical 
dialog constitutes the main burden 
of the proceedings. 

As a commercial cinematic under- 
taking, of course, ‘Hallelujah’ is one 
of those things that creates discus- 
sions and complaints about what’s- 
the-matter-with-Hollywood? For, 
patently, the fundamental idea of an 
undertaking such as thie was 
fraught with obvious pitfalls. And 
none of the principals concerned has 
sidestepped all of them. 

That the story is hokey isn’t as 
much to be deprecated as the fact 
that it’s not commercial hoke. The 
whole thing is an unconvincing ad- 
mixture of the fictional and fac- 
tional. Ultra-modern realism with 
the playboy Mayor of the City of 
New York and his weakness for the 
Central Park Casino and a pretty 
femme in particular (Madge Evans) 
is blended with such unconvincing 
detail as non-existing Central 
Park’s hobos of which Jolson is the 
unofficial mayor. - 

The rollicking fun of an uncertain 
but not too unsteady story structure 
collapses utterly when Miss Evans, 
a victim of aphasia or amnesia, later 
figures as the romance interest op- 
posite Jolson, until recovering her 
senses for the finale with the mayor 
(Frank Morgan), 

The rhythmic dialog and the 
Milestonian method of wedding the 
tempo’d music to the action has its 
moments. The laity (even more than 
the Rivoli’s first nighters did) will 
doubtlessly compare this to the 
Lubitsch technique in ‘Trouble in 
Paradise,’ although that type of 





cinematurgy is obviously borrowed 





Miniature Revue 


‘Hallelujah, I’m a Bum!’ 
(UA). Al Jolson starred. Jol- 
son’s rep, whether it’s radio or 
pre-ether, will primarily tell 
the box-office story of this 
novel if rather hazy screen 
musical. 

‘They Just Had to Get Mar-. 
ried’ (U). Slim Summerville- 
ZaSu Pitts farce comedy of 
fair entertainment value. Not 
for big town first runs, but a 
booker’s selection for B houses 
or less. 

‘Topaze’ (Radio). Class pro- 
duction with John Barrymore 
in his best high comedy screen 
role to date. Oke for metro- 
politan spots, but scarcely for 
the subsequents. 

‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col). 
Programmer, with Nancy Car- 
roll and John Boles as names. 
Should go to fair results where 
played. Nicely directed and 
well done. 

‘What! No Beer?’ (Metro). 
Keaton-Durante’s forerunner 
of what may be a beer cycle. 
Primed for mass appeal and 
should have its better effect in 
the mass houses if not in the 
topnotch class keys. 

‘Strange Adventure.’ (Mono- 
gram). Heavy handed mystery 
story. One with the robed fig- 
ure. Best doubled up, but it 
can kill an hour as a solo in 
spots where they are not ex- 


acting. 

‘Between Fighting Men.’ 
(World Wide.) Ken Maynard 
western with more acting than 
usual. Elementary, but will 
content devotees of action 
stories and can top a double 


combination. Well made. 














from the Frenchman Rene Clair and 
the German-Hungarian director, 
Genza von Bolvary, whose ‘Le Mil- 
lion’ and ‘Sous les Toits de Paris,’ 
in the former, and ‘Zwei Herzen im 
drei-viertel Takt’ in the latter in- 
stance, established that school of 
screen-music action. But Jolson’s 
own undeniable personality and ar- 
tistry elevate this to a distinction 
all its own. 

Quite obviously, too, this must 

have been one of the toughest pic- 
tures to shoot and undoubtedly the 
most trying for the rest of the cast 
who had to talk in rhyme and 
rhythm rather than their accus- 
tomed dramatic prose. 
Miss Evans, as the sincere and 
saccharine vis-a-vis, was well spot- 
ted for that type of role. Ditto 
Frank Morgan as the vacillating and 
amorous mayor. But next to Jol- 
son, the submerged colored Edgar 
Connor, as Jolson’s hobo buddy, 
stooge and valet, stole the picture 
with his natural easy sense of com- 
edy values. Harry Langdon, the 
third of the sub-featured principals, 
was familiarly deadpannish in a sort 
of technocratic role. That’s about 
as definite a characterization as the 
simile. Others are bits. 

Jolson’s selling of the title song 
and ‘You Are Too Beautiful,’ the 
former reprised more often, of 
course leaves little wanting. ‘Bum’ 
is a pip of a number and already is 
beginning to get into the air with 
its odd-rhythmed style and tempo. 
T’ll Do It Again’ and ‘What Do You 
Want with Money’ are other songs. 

The contributory detail is some- 
times fraught with much promise 
and satire, as for example and ennui 
attending the laying of the corner- 
stone of a schoolhouse (the mayor 
forgetting which P. S. No. and the 
district number it is, in his routine 
hocus-pocus) and also in the snap- 
shots while Florida duck-hunting. In 
connection with the mayor's alibi 
about the delay because he was lay- 
ing a corner-stone, a note crept into 
it as Miss Evans wants to know if 
laying a corner-stone was all that 
delayed hizzoner. 

The technical detail is 100% in 
every respect save the general inau- 
thenticity of the geography of New 
York’s Central Park, which has no 
recesses and underneath-the- bridges 
retreats that would permit any rov- 
ing band of hobos to disport them- 
selves only as they might on the 
Ozark trail. But this is the least 
one can be captious with in ‘Halle- 
lujah, ’'m a Bum!’ Abel. 


Coast Title Changes 


‘Dead on Arrival’ is new title at 
Paramount for ‘Police Surgeon.’ 

Marx Brothers’ current Par film 
will be released as ‘Grasshoppers’ 
instead of ‘Cracked Ice.’ 

‘Cook’s Day Off’ featuring Mar- 
jorie Beebe at Sennett’s changed to 
‘Sweet Cookie.’ 








Runyon Walks Over Pay 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Steve Runyon, brought from Co- 
lumbia to Paramount’s publicity 
department, is out of the latter 
studio. 
He walked over salary trouble. 





They Just Had to Get Married 


Universal production and release. Co- 
starring Slim Summerville and ZaSu Pitts. 
Directed by Edward Ladwig. From play 
by Cyril Harcourt, with adaptation by 
Gladys Lehman and H, M. Walker. Photog- 


raphy by Edward Snyder. At Mayfair, 
New York, Feb. 9 Running time, 69 
minutes. 

Sam Sutton........ee.+.-Slim Summerville 
BEG sccccsse ccccccccccoces. Sanu Pitts 
BED wo ucveceses cccececees+-ROland Young 
Lola Montrose.........+..Verree Teasdale 
Dr Gaiceeesecaeenane ececces Fifi D'Oreay 
Hampton ....- eeeeseeessGe Aubrey Smith 
Radcliff .eccoce eoeccccoscess Robert Greig 
Montrose ceccccccccccececsss David Landau 
EAOGES nb ece seccceeeee+Elizgabeth Patterson 
Fairchilds ........ eecessess+++ Wallis Clark 
Mrs. Fairchilds...... eeee+- Vivien Oakland 
Rosalie Fairchilds........ Cora Sue Collins 
Wilmot Fairchilds....David Leo Tillotson 
De -.sesesechiios ++... William Burress 


Mrs. Bradford ... ea +++.-Loulise Mackintosh 





Langley ...... cccce .Bertram Marburgh 
Mrs. Langley ..... .--- Virginia Howell 
CRORE  cccccscece ceccccces ++.-James Donlan 
ZOMF ceiccs CCecccccceccses Henry Armetta 





A ‘pinch booking’ for houses of 
Mayfair calibre, on main streets of 
big keys, but as a lesser situation 
and small town attraction okay. 
Out in the spots where the non- 
sophisticates exist, whether in ‘A’ 
houses in smaller communities or 
‘B’ operations in medium-sized 
cities, picture should make some 
money. Not a lot but enough to 
satisfy the theatre playing it. 

Slim Summerville and ZaSu Pitts 
as a team are strong draws in many 
of the minor situations where audi- 
ences like their homey type of 
comedy and plain, everyday pans. 
Neither Summerville nor Miss Pitts, 
together or individually, carry in 
the first runs of the big towns. 

Small- gauge as_ entertainment 
anywhere, ‘They Just Had to Get 
Married’ carries just enough comic 
appeal and simplicity to avoid au- 
dience dangers. 

But, what a long title! The ex- 
hibs will start to squawk over that. 

Summerville and Miss Pitts are 
cast in this one as butler and maid 
who have been named sole bene- 
ficiaries in the will of their late em- 
ployer. They have wanted to marry 
and this gives them the opportunity. 

In development of laughs, a few 
of which are close to extensive as 
belly-shakers, writers and director 
take the pair on a wild chase 
through the higher social strata to 
which they’ve been elevated. A part 
of it is trying to break Summerville 
and his frau into horseback riding, 
but it’s somewhat overdrawn. 

The best situations hinge around 
circumstances which innocently in- 
volve Summerville as the man who’s 
apparently trying to break up an- 
other couple’s home. This results 
in marital misunderstandings with 
his own wife. 

Script makes no effort to explain 
why Summerville toward the last, 
after breakup with the missus, be- 
comes a waiter in a cafe. Must have 
gone broke trying to forget. 

Support includes Roland Young, 
Verree Teasdale and Fifi D’Orsay. 
None outstanding but each okay. 

Char. 


TERROR TRAIL 


Universal production and release, Star- 
ring Tom Mix. Armand Schaefer, direc- 
tor. Adapted by Jack Cunningham from 
story by Grant Taylor. Dan Clark, photog. 
At old Roxy, New York, week Feb. 10. 
Running time, 55 minutes. 


eo ie SR ee ee Tom Mix 
Sennen.” éwae dese TOTTI TTT Tir Naomi Judge 
Little Casino......eeee.-..-Arthur Rankin 
Dawson ....... sesceesses- Raymond Hatton 
Tad McPherson..........Francis McDonald 
Tim McPherson...........Robert Kortman 
a seeccecceess-JOhn St, Poiis 
Mes Gee odecsces $0606406064005 Tony, Jr. 








All westerns when well produced 
have a common _ virtue—action. 
That’s what keeps the western alive 
in its own pasture, while elsewhere 
in the picture exhibition field the 
cycle continually changes. “Terror 
Trail’ is a well produced western 
and it has that action. But that it 
is ‘a western’ automatically leaves 
it for houses that like. But ‘Terror 
Trail’ and others, and all of them 
forerunners of the modern gangster 
theme, are capable of dishing out 
more genuine entertainment than 
the average slow moving parlor 
drama. 

‘Terror Trail’ is a typical Tom 
Mix, and a cinch in its own field 
because of its star. Its edge over 
the average is Mix. Bige. 


She Done Him Wrong 


Paramount production and release. Mae 
West etarred. Directed by Lowell Sher. 
man. Adapted by Harvey Thew and John 
Bright from Miss West's own play, ‘Dia. 
mond Lil.’ Music and lyrics by Ralph 
Rainger. Charles Lang, photog. At Para. 
mount, New York, week Feb. 9. Running 
time, 65 mins, 

Lady Lou......ssseees Ceeceecerss Mae West 
Capt. Cummings..... 006868 6eeee Cary Grant 
Serge Stanieff........ eeeeess Gilbert Roland 
Gus Jordan...... eecceseces Noah Beery, Sr, 
Russian Rosie.......+es++: Rafaela Ottiano 
Dan Flynn. .c.cccccccccccess David Landau 
RE .n oconhe oes onoceesecs Rochelle Hudson 
Chick Clark.......-. eeeeccceecs Owen Moore 
Rag-time Kelly...... eoeees--Fuzzy Knight 
Chuck Comnors....ccsseess Tammany Young 
Spider Kane.......... ++++-Dewey Robinson 
Frances ...... eoccces Secccee Grace La Rue 





Only one previous picture part—a 
small one in ‘Night After Night’~ 
and now Mae West is starring! It 
looks as though Paramount brought 
Miss West along too fast. In New 
York she rates the billing but else- 
where, where they may not know 
Mae from Joan of Arc, the name 
over the title of this picture prob- 
ably won't attract much attention 
the first time. Besides, there’s not 
a box office monicker in the rest of 
the cast. 

Only alternative to a strong draw. 
irgz cast nowadays if a picture 
wants business, is strong entertain- 
ment. This one has neither. 

Folks in the sticks seeing Mae 
West for the first time in this 
flicker, without having heard of or 
about her before, are likely to in- 
quire as to what reform school Mae 
was brought up in. They may not 
know it, but they’ll be seeing Mae 
in ‘Diamond Lil.” Nothing much 
changed except the title, but don’t 
tell that to Will Hays. 

Atmospherically, ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ is interesting since it takes 
the customers back to the ’90’s and 
inside a Bowery free-and-easy, but 
mostly following a few highlights in 
the career of Diamond Lou, nee Lil. 
Its story is pretty feeble and stories 
are pretty important in pictures be- 
cause personality is less of a factor 
on celluloid than rm person in the 
talkers it seems. 

With the material Lowell Sher- 
man, director this time instead of 
actor, turned in a commendable job. 
He tackled the script with a tongue- 
in-cheek attitude that takes noth- 
ing too seriously, and he restrained 
Miss West from going too far, some- 
thing Mae has never been able to 
do on her own, 

The locale, the clothes and the 
types are interesting, and so is Miss 
West in her picture hats, straight 
jacket gowns and with so much 
jewelry that she looks like a Knick- 
erbocker ice plant. But Miss West 
is chiefly interesting because she 
looks nice and youthful, and nice 
and thin. 

Deletions in the script from its 
original 1928 legit form were few, 
with only the roughest of the rough 
stuff out. White slavery angle is 
thinly disguised, with the girls in- 
stead shipped to Frisco to pick 
pockets. Character titles are changed 
only slightly, such as from Lil to 
Lou, etc. The swan bed is in, but 
for a flash only, with Mae doing her 
stuff on the chaise lounge in this 
version. The closing boy friend, a 
Salvation Army fellow in the play, 
is Just a Bowery missionary as ree 
written. When Lou bumps off the 
villainous Rita (it’s Rosie now) she 
still says, ‘I’m doing a job that I 
never did before.’ 

Caster delivered some excellent 
types for the colorful support parts 
and the troupe is first rate as a 
whole. Numerous ex-vaudevillians 
besides Miss West in the cast, in- 
cluding Cary Grant, the soul-saver; 
Fuzzy Knight, who whips a piano, 
and Grace La Rue. The latter, who 
headlined when Miss West was 
chasing acrobats in the No. 2 spot, 
has a bit. Rafaella Ottiano, who 
does Rita, is a carry-over from the 
original legit cast. 

With this strong line-up and 
others, including Gilbert Roland, 
Noah Beery, David Landau and 
Owen Moore us backgruund, they’re 
never permitted to be anything more 
than just background. Miss West 
gets all the lens gravy and full fig- 
ure most of the time. When not 
flashing the ice and steaming up the 
boys, she sings ‘Easy Rider,’ ‘I Like 
a Man Who Takes His Time,’ or 





(Continued on page 21) 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Topaze’ (Radio). 
amusing but not romantic. 


John Barrymore’s characterization is eloquently 
Neither he nor picture’s class production can 


overcome this pokey-paced French comedy’s drawbacks of a background 
and viewpoint unfamiliar to American femmes. 





‘What, No Beer’ (M-G-M). 


Noisy robust slapstick assures a merry 


time for junior and his ma, but there’s nothing in it for his big sister. 





‘Hallelujah, I’m a Bum’ (UA). 


Pleasant novelty, too attenuated to 


provide full scope for the Jolson personality. Lacks wit, vitality and 
variety in presentation of its satirical ideas to put this type of whimsy 


across solid with the ladies. 





‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par). 


Mae West socks ‘that certain element’ 


across despite static, muddled script. Good time for the broad-minded 


femmes and plenty for the others. 





‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col). 


Nancy Carroll and a seasoning of comedy 


eke out middling femme entertainment from an uninspired version of 
the well-worn Cinderella story—further handicapped by a wooden Prince 





Charming, implausible motivation and seeming censor cuts. 
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MUSIC HALL 
New York, Feb. 9. 
Heavy production pageantry last 
week and a scattered specialty-and- 
ballet program this week made the 
Music Hall a sort of grab-bag on 
what the regular patron may ex- 
pect. The new show is a very un- 
even affair, good mixed with not so 


good. 

Stage proceedings run around 40 
minutes, including the Lincoln com- 
memorative overture, medley of 
American standards and popular 
songs with newsreel sandwiched in 
and carrying in a Lincoln reference 
that is particularly undistinguished. 

Amos ‘'n’ Andy (New Acts) give 
the stage interlude a slow start de- 
spite some _ production build-up. 
Newsreel slipped in immediately 
thereafter and the following sec- 
tion arranged loosely into a co-re- 
lated chapter called ‘Broadway, Old 
and New,’ the unity whereof is al- 
together in the title. 


First episode is a ballet set on a 
etase-within-a-stage idea, girls 
working in the formal style and not 
very impressive. Patricia Bowman 
furnishes a sprightly finale to the 
number, the soloist dominating the 
ensemble completely. 

York and King work out in front 
of a drop doing their familiar rough 
and tumble and making it register 
even in the vast spaces of this house. 
Tribute to the trouping ability of 
Rose King is the fact that she is 
the first comic to play the house 
without calling attention to its size. 
They did less than 10 minutes and 
made every minute count. Maybe 
her last-century costume was the 
inspiration for the title. 


Follows a vague backgrounding 
on an animated screen for the num- 
ber ‘Brother, Can You Spare a 
Dime?’ John Uppman soloing as 
Fifth avenue crowds pass back and 
forth against a moving picture 
screening of Child’s restaurant front. 
Jumbled background and half light- 
ing for the projection did the num- 
ber no special good. 


Roxyettes figure in a catchy nov- 
elty here. Stage platform is raised 
in center, making a sort of futur- 
istic bar with eight girls in jaunty 
trousers and men’s coats, lined up 
on high chairs. A second line faces 
the audience from the other. side of 
the bar. Bar tender in center and 
general effect of a mirror behind 
the bar which paves the way for a 
surprise when it develops that the 
reflection is a double set of people. 
Bar sinks and the girls come down 
for a neat routine, 


On top of this precision dance by 
32 girls, Eleanor Powell gets the 
assignment of doing a solo tap bit 
out in ‘one,’ one solitary dancer 
following an ensemble being some- 
thing of an idea in building an ef- 
fect that doesn’t work out here. 


This leads to the finale, a beauti- 
ful bit of staging that puts the final 
convincer on the proposition that 
the whole show -is’ pretty much 
scenic accessories and nothing to 
put in front of them. 


Setting is a stunning picture in 
silver and blue, representing a 
lovely grove of’ silver birches with 
a luminous pagoda of lustrous light 
blue in the center. Ballet goes 
through more formal maneuvers 
while Uppman and Gladys Haverty 
sing ‘A Boy and a Girl Were Danc- 
ing’; Roxyettes, trim as can be ina 
sort of Robin Hood get-up with a 
cocky feather in their hats, do an- 
other legmania precision, which 
turns out to be the applause moment 
of the evening, and there is a gen- 
eral assembly of all hands for the 
curtain of just another presentation 
show. 

‘Topaze’ (Radio) on the screen. 

Rush. 


RKO ROXY 
New York, Feb. 10. 

This last word in picture houses, 
is disporting itself this week with 
an imitation of the first work of 
picture house stagers. Not that it’s 
called that. It’s seriously put on 
as a new and novel show. Just as 
exactly the same kind of show 
might have been put on 10 or more 


years ago. Except that at that 
time it had the saving grace of 
novelty. And today it has nothing. 


Not only is there very little nov- 
elty and practically no cohesion to 
the current stage show, but evi- 
dently it was thrown together at 
the last minute. The lovely Roxy- 
ettes, generally so nice to look at, 
were out of step; Charles Previn’'s 
orchestra didn’t keep time with the 
performers; nothing seemed to be 
ready. That was at the last show 
Friday night (10) with four shows 





already past. And the cashier out 
front still selling tickets. It looked 
very much as though in two or 
three more days of rehearsing the! 
show might be ready. 

Cc. J. Parmentier starts the stage 
Proceedings with a tepid organ re- 
cital and is followed by the over- 
ture, which turns out to be an elon- | 


gated plug for ‘Hey, Young Fellow. 
Full stage for a church scene with | 
the choral ensemble as angels and } 


a soprano warbling ‘O, Divine Re- 
deemer.’ Outside of the fact that 
the platform works too obviously 
here it’s okay enough for a begin- 
ning. But, before it can have any' 


*} very much, 


effect, the scrim is dropped again 
and the newsreel shown. 

With the stage show thus busted 
up and stalled it gets started again 
very slowly by Maria Gambarelli, 
occupying the entire stage by her- 
self, in a none too strong rendition 
of ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ No doubt 
about Gamby’s terpsichorean abil- 
ity. She’s graceful and capable. 
But she’s just one little blonde 
creature on a rather big stage start- 
ing the stage show here. An un- 
billed male dancer in evening 
clothes does a sailor’s hornpipe and 
Gamby comes back for one more 
short number. , 

Still in one, and Viola Philo, de- 
scribed as a dramatic soprano, 
throws out an operatic number and 
walks calmly off. Still in one and 
an unbilled young man, who turns 
out to be Paul Draper, comes on for 
two tap dances. 

Now the stage opens up to show 
an immense step set-up for the 
Roxyette finale in one of those old, 
old stairs routines with soldier suits 
and high hats. At that, it might 
have been good if the girls could 
keep themselves in line or time. 
They didn’t. Fortunately Draper 
comes back to finish the thing off 
with a fast and furious tap dance 
atop a tiny table. He’s a colorful 
and capable dancer, and bad as this 
show is he almost makes it worth 
seeing despite the fact of his not 
getting billing with the others, such 
as, for instance, the completely un- 
known Vivia Philo. 

‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col) and a 
two-reel comedy round out the 
show, the film being weakish, also. 

Kavuf. 


MIRROR 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Here is a depression brand home- 
made presentation which has the 
merit of being short and snappy, 
and never pretentious. Male quar- 
tet, the Melody Four, and a line 
of six girls comprise the _ turn, 
which runs about 16 minutes. Plays 
this house two days, two at the 
Orange, in town of same name, 40 
miles from here, and three days, 
a break-in, at the Liemert, on the 
opposite side of Los Angeles. All 
houses owned by Westland The- 
atres. 

Each week there is a different 
production with the quartet carried 
over. Currently it is ‘Plantation 
Days,’ with southern songs, two of 
the men in blackface, third m.c.’ing, 
and fourth supplying the only ac- 
companiment, at the piano. Girls 
do soft-shoe shuffling and a tap 
number, and three of them croon 
softly and without offense. Rec- 
ognized in the line of six are two 
former specialty girls and a vaude 
act, the Pressler Sisters. 

Attempts at comedy lines by. the 
two end men were wretched, but 
tthe audience didn’t seem to mind. 
Costumes and drapes were neat and 
clean and something alive on that 
stage was sufficient to hold the at- 
tention of the patrons for the scant 
time it took. Features were ‘Rain’ 
(UA) and ‘Her Mad Night’ (May- 
fair). At the 25c top, everyone ap- 
pears satisfied. Act does one mat 
and one night show at this house 
each Friday, Saturday, 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Radio Rubes, a superior dish from 
the hillbilly kitchen, was the sur- 
prise click of the Chicago bill. Sur- 
prise because nobody knew from 
whence they came. They prove that 
hillbilly can play before audiences 
of a more discerning critical faculty 
than the average sodbuster and de- 
liver a competent brand of amuse- 
ment. 

Better known radioites are the 
Boswell Sisters whose presence was 
proclaimed in the largest chelten- 
ham. And the girls sang with cer- 
tainty, verve and charm. They are 
one of an influx of radio stars that 
resulted directly from B&K’'s reac- 
tion to Maurice Chevalier. 

Heretofore, there has been but a 
feeble affection on B&K’'s part for 
radio headliners, but painfully 
taught by Chevalier that Hollywood 
was no bargain counter for stage 
attractions, the. new found interest 
in radio bookings resulted. 

Mady and Partner before the 
drapes, treated the spectators to a 
demonstration of knockabout acro- 
batics and floor-sweeping rough- 
house. Results were ludicrous but 
couple sheuld resist that weakness 
for being audible. 3roken English 
when applied to pointless comment 
and coming from acrobats smacks 
a wee bit of smartaleckry. 

Annette Ames, of postage stamp 
size, does taps, wings, and other 
dancing tricks not in themselves 
remarkable, but worthily deemed 
entertainment when offered by a 
child. Miss Ames is 18 but looks 
10 years younger. 

‘In a German Garden’ provided 
the inspiration for Will Harris and 
the Abbott Dancers to do a beer- 
glorifving tableau with dancing 
frauleins that the audience fancied 
Orchestral overture for 
the week is an interpretive rendi- 
tion of what the forthcoming World 
Fair midway is supposed to be like. 
Clever arrangements and well liked. 

‘Secret of Madame 
(M-G) on the screen Biz fair. 

Land, 





| 
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|} out the screen portion. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


(Ed Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade’ Tab) 
New York, Feb. 10. 


The Cap last week with a near- 
$10,000 stage show grossed under 
$25,000. Current pace with Texaco’s 
radio ‘Fire Chief,’ Ed Wynn, and his 
condensed legit revue, ‘Laugh Pa- 
rade,’ is headed for about $55,000. 
Wynn's show is payrolled at $20,000 
for the stage attraction. It was 
hoped Wynn would sock out a lusty 
60 grand, but $55,000 at the reduced 
seale is plenty good—if he makes it. 
The jury is still out at press time, 
while at this writing, following the 
evening shows, it didn’t look par- 
ticularly auspicious, 


Only one holdout reported during 
the day, and while the checks on the 
pace were encouraging, they were 
not sensational, At both of the 
opening night’s shows the attend- 
ance was virtually capacity but not 
overflowing, with the tapes up but 
seating accommodations more or 
less immediate, 

Bucking Amos ‘’n’ Andy at the 
Radio City Music Hall, and Mae 
West (in person and in a picture) 
at the Paramount, down the main 
drag, Wynn's decisiveness on draw 
will determine a lot of things about 
these here radio names and big 
shows as counter-balances for so-so 
film fare. 

Buster Keaton and Jimmy Du- 
rante’s ‘What! No Beer?’ is the fea- 
ture picture; no wow, but pretty 
good, if light entertainment. And 
while Keaton-Durante may be no 
Garbo, Shearer or Crawford for 
Metro, they’re not keeper-awayers, 
either. So, everything considering, 
Wynn's celluloid break would be 
werse. 


Accordingly, on the hookup and 
the business pace, perhaps Wynn's 
b, o. potency \.ill leave much want- 
ing, even at the $55,000 gait. If he 
exceeds that, the wisdom of a gam- 
ble with a $20,000 stage attraction 
will have been endorsed. 


But what a gamble! Twenty 
grand on top of the regular fixed 
charges in the hope of dragging ‘em 
away from théir radios, jigsaw puz- 
zles, bridge or whatever is keeping 
’em out of the deluxers! 


Again the element figures whether 
they'll go for the in-person radio 
stars when they’re gratis over the 
air every week. Wynn's peak has 
now been reached. The break which 
surely greets every air performer 
has occurred. There’s that period 
of ascendancy when they're all talk- 
ing about ’em, after which the fickle 
ether fans start cracking wise about 
their material, old gags, etc., which 
is the point where the air attraction 
commences leveling off. Wynn has 
commenced, 


All this is reflected in acute or 
otherwise box-office interest, 


That Wynn, with almost 50 people 
on the stage, giving ’em the high- 
lights of a recent Broadway revue, 
can’t draw sensationally is fodder 
for much thought on the subject of 
what do they want with their flick- 
ers in the deluxe stands? Maybe a 
solo sock personality sans the long- 
ish revue might be more effective. 


‘Laugh Parade’ is generously long. 
Runs 75 minutes as against the fea- 
ture film’s 65. Which gives an idea. 


Program credits are elaborate, a 
la the legit idea. The eight scenes 
are carefully subdivided to list all 
principals, including. the .names of 
the 22 ponies and eight showgirls. 
Wynn works generously and hard, 
and is not without his effect. . ‘You're 
My Everything’ and ‘Ooh! That 
Kiss’ are reprised in regulation mu- 
sical comedy manger. Elsa Ersi is 
the prima in Jeanne Aubert’s place, 
and, incidentally, some might deem 
her more engaging. Bartlett Sim- 
mons is the juvenile lead. Jack 
Powell, most prominently sub-fea- 
tured, next to Wynn, contributes his 
socko drums specialty which forced 
him to go the entire route with ex- 
tra trimmings and all. 


Amelia and Adam Di Gatano reg- 
ister with their energetic, semi- 
apache _ terps. George Prentice, 
Harry and Frank Seaman, Eddie 
Cheney, Al Baron and Frieda Mierse 
are other principals prominent in 
the proceedings. 


Wynn leads off with the regular 


show opening about this being a 
‘novel entertainment,’ wherein he 


shows a tough chorus boy, an un- 
willing iceman, etc., as part of the 
novelty. Thence his Punch and 
Judy specialty, into the stage-door 


scene with Mussolini, Einstein, 
Show and King Alf among the 
johnnies. 


The speakeasy scene permits for 
the drunk and hoofing specialties, 
and some more of Wynn's personal 
commentaries. The Seaman Bros.’ 


hoke acro specialty next, then the | 


‘Kiss’ scene, into Powell’s sure-fire 
drumology, and the finale. 

Hearst Metrotonews and a Fitz- 
Patrick Iceland travelog short round 
Abel. 


‘Sad Indian’ for Novarro 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Metro has purchased ‘Sad Indian,’ 
Thames Williamson’s novel for Ra- 


Blanche’ | ™on Novarro’s next feature. 


No writing or directorial assign- 
ments yet. 


| Poys and Tinova and Baikoff. 





"| NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


Latest Sino-Japanese activities 
are flashed exclusively on the Em- 
bassy screen. Chinese troops in the 
trenches, Japanese soldiers on the 
march and views of both of their 
generals are included in the new 
matter. Subject is padded with a 
lengthy review of '32 troubles, in- 
cluding fires, panics and interviews. 

Embassy also got first views of 
maneuvers of the Pacific fleet. Some 
of the camera angles were Slightly 
novel, including a slant from the 
ship's side across the bow. 

While subjects of this kind are 
always interesting, it is easily seen 
how a clever editor and an eco- 
nomical firm could, for quite some 
time, just dive into the vault when 
the occasion demanded and _ slap 
current title matter on old stuff. It 
is difficult for the keenest and most | 
constant lay observer of the news- 
reels quite often to note difference 
in work of this general class com- 
pared to subjects previously re- 
leased. Therefore, the reel should 
get credit for freshness every time 
it makes such claim. 

But it is a little too much to ex- 
pect audiences to believe that 
views of smouldering Vesuvius are 
straight from the latest flurries in 
the Naples vicinity. That was a 
comparatively few days ago. How- 
ever, neither theatre claims a scoop 
in this direction. 

The Chicago blizzard is well han- 
dled by Paramount as well as Fox. 
To Fox goes recognition for work- 
ing in a laugh with the snow. Fans 
can’t resist the temptation when 
the wind upsets a huge traffic cop, 
even though the contact man may 
have thespianed the officer for that 
moment, 

There was scattered applause for 
Hitler in the Luxer. Embassy re- 
action was mixed, with marked 
hisses added. 

With the Florida season at its 
height, are two more subjects iden- 
tical to others of last year, and the 
year before. Silver Spring girls and 
pageant pirates re-capturing Florida 
are the two. Also, Florida racing 
dogs chase the rabbit in the yearly 
fashion, 

A representative of the Dept. of 
Labor tells of the Government’s 
steps to eliminate the alien racket 
after President De Valera asks for 
recognized Irish freedom. 

Other clips: Singing Japanese 


} 
release with the 


TRANSLUX 


Political minds of Pathe rarely 
overlook a bet to spot their reel. 
Probably the most ingenious ex- 
ample is contained in the current 
newsboys calling 
public attention to ‘Pathe News 
Unemployment Plan Being Studied 
in Senate.’ 

To make sure that the audience 
knows the Senators are in its audi- 
ence, Pathe first poses a committee 
in group and then re-photographs 
older views of gold mining on a 
projection room screen. 

There is some good straight news 
coverage in the current program, 
Pathe got one of those Iowa mort- 
gage sales where cows were bought 
off for a dime. It even went so far 
as selling the representative of the 
mortgagor on publicly apologizing 
for his attempt to render a farmer 
homeless. 

When free hair-cuts, steel mills, 
duck preserves and aquarium pen- 
guins, as well as fathers being 
taught how to care for babes, are 
shown, the well trained audience is 
sufficiently wise to sniff magazine, 

On the Barry subject, Paramount 
did a more finished work than Fox. 
It got Senator Black to defend the 
House, which the Embassy over- 
looked in confining the entire clip 
to the former Sergeant-at-Arms’ 
story. Pot-bellied Japanese wrest- 
lers, as photographed by Universal 
and described by McNamee, stirred 
up plenty of mirth. 

There were a few gentle groans 
while the Paramount clip on Santos 
burning up coffee rather than low- 
ering price was being projected 
Saturday. 

Both houses had male fashions 
for women; dog and bob-sledding; 
Roosevelt's trip with Astor. 

Waly. 





children; Kingsford-Smith arriving 
in New Zealand; French electric 
violin; Garden wrestling; Chicago 
billiard tourney; California oars- 
men; Marine fliers at Quantico. 
Vienna taximen protesting against 
increase in cost of gas by abandon- 
ing their cabs in city streets proves 
amusing. Helen Madison, swimmer, 
as a Hollywood actress, provokes 
some audible comments. Talking 
reporter gagging incognito of ex- 
Spanish sovereign draws some 





laughs. Waly. 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Feb. 10. 
Mae West (New Acts), on stage 
and screen, is the Paramount's one- 
ring show this week and there's 
nothing else in sight. Mae West 
can entertain in her way, and in 
New York she probably amounts 


to a box-office name, but too much 
is still too much, and. there's’ too 
much Miss West at the Paramount 
this week, 

The Par picture is ‘Mae West in 
‘She Done Him Wrong.’ The stage 
show is: Mae West in person. In 
the pieture, Mae has all the boys 
chasing her. On the stage they’re 
still chasing, one in the flesh and 
the others on the telephone. Two 
and a half hours of it with Mae 
always in the lead tends to bore. 


Others in the stage show are 
Cliff Edwards and Georges Metaxa. 
Edwards is really the only actor in 
the house without a direct connec- 
tion with the star. He does his 
specialty and goes home. Metaxa, 
despite his own specialty spot just 
after the opening, is obviously in to 
play gigolo and do straight for Miss 
West in the good old boudoir, and 
nothing else. 

Metaxa, backed by a pretty Val- 
entine set, sings three numbers, 
one from his last show, ‘Cat and 
Fiddle,’ and finishes okay after 
sagging in the middle. A cut to 
two songs would be beneficial. Ed- 
wards, out in ‘one’ and alone, also 
sings thrice, mixing ’em with a 
couple of stalies. He worked like 
a picture star who knows he’s 
slumming on a theatre stage and 
the results this time weren't as 
happy as in Edwards’ previous pic- 


} ture house dates. 


Otherwise, the cast is confined to 
the Alton mixed line of boys and 





girls, who dance together and by 
themselves, while boys as motor- 
cycle cops straight for Miss West’s 
introduction. Latter wore a cling- 
ing black gown that showed the re- 
sults of a Hollywood diet. 

That the all-West idea this week | 
was no accident is evident from the | 
cancellation of two acts, Diamond | 
Both 


billed but neither shows. 


Rubinoff gives out his heavy 


|, showmanship while conducting the | 


pit orchestra through ‘Gypsy Airs’ | 
ind the overture copped the heavi- | 
est hand of the show, as usual. 

No standouts Thursday (opening) 


} 


| night, but business better than the, 


recent average. Bige. \ 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, Feb: 10. 
The radio give-away gag, by 
which ,a toothpaste. carton equaled 
the price of admish, is off after two 


weeks, with Roxy in’its third new 
policy week now on a regular cash 
and carry basis, The long lines of 
commuters with toothpaste boxes in 
their hands were missing Friday 
night, ‘but ‘business was still okay, 
up and down. 


They. don’t know what they’re 
getting here until they get it, but 
it costs only 25c or 35 to find out. 
The bromide that one can’t go wrong 
for two bits is the real but unbilled 
headliner. And after three weeks 
they are probably convinced that 
the old saying holds true. Plenty 
of show and plenty of value in each 
bill so far, including the current one. 
It’s a pop-priced bargain if ever 
there was one. 

If the shows are not as strong as 
those peddled for 75c in the nearby 
deluxers, it will be overlooked by 
the Roxy’s depresh priced customers, 
If the head comic’s name is Cookie 
Bowers instead of Eddie Cantor, 
that, too, may not count importantly, 
For 25c or 35c they won't expect too 
much. The old Roxy’s new edge is 
a psychological one; for 25 or 35e 
the customers aren’t likely to get 
sore, no matter what happens, 


Based on comparative Broadway 
picture house values and the con- 
trasting scales, what they are get- 
ting here compared to what they are 
getting elsewhere looks like more 
than their money’s worth. There's 
a full three-hour show, including a 
flashily dressed and backgrounded 
stage show played by about 60 peo- 
ple, some shorts and a feature. Cure 
rent film is a Tom Mix western, 
‘Terror Trail’ (U), just a western, 
but probably entertainment for most 
of the Roxy’s two-bitters., 

Dave Schooler is doing a _ nice 
job with the stage m.c.ing. His 
lengthy Capitol experience did him 
no harm, for it taught him the 





Broadway tempo, and the Roxy is 
still only a block from Broadway 
despite the _ prices. Schooler is 
among the few presentation m.c.’s 
who knows how to keep himself on 
top of the show without butting in. 
His presence was a continual asset 
to the current list of acts. 

Between Schooler and the Fanchon 
& Marco trimmings, a rather small 
timey talent set-up looked good, 
That's the old picture house presen- 
tation system, of which audiences 
finally tired. jut they were paying 

(Continued on page 41). 
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“It throbs with every emotion | 
known to the human heart 


Again FOX sounds a new note in stories 
...rich in sentiment... powerful in theme 
...amazing in dramatic surprise. A 
young doctor just out of college. 
Tempted on one side by a glamorous a_i Pee 
flame of a woman, luxury and gaiety to 4 — ee —. 
step beyond the Jaw. On the other, his ¢ — : \ 

father and his boyhood sweetheart... 
but a life of sacrifice. A human and 
revealing view of the family doctor... 
aimed straight at every heart. 
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Coming to bolster your business: 


SAILOR’S LUCK | 
JAMES DUNN _ SALLY EILERS ee 
Sammy Cohen Victor Jory : oe 


AFTER THE BALL 


ESTHER RALSTON BASIL RATHBONE 
Marie Burke Clifford Heatherly 
Gaumont-British Production 


PLEASURE CRUISE 


GENEVIEVE TOBIN ROLAND YOUNG 
Herbert Mundin Frank Atkinson 
Minna Gombell Ralph Forbes 


ZOO IN BUDAPEST 


Jesse L. Lasky production 


LORETTA YOUNG GENE RAYMOND 
O. P. HEGGIE 


RALPH MORGAN 
BOOTS MALLORY 
ALEXANDER KIRKLAND | 
IRENE WARE 


From the story “Road to Heaven” by Harry Fried | 
Directed by John Francis Dillon 











| ees ROR RT or 


| One of the FOX CAVALCADE of HITS 
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Changing 

Recently the Embassy, N. Y. 
newsreel theatre, put in a new press 
agent, whose first effort was to sup- 
plement the usual white on blacl 
program cArds on either side of the 
door with a blowup for the main 
feature. This carried enlargements 
from the film, news stills or what- 
ever could be used for illustrative 
matter, and the effect was almost 
immediate. People who had been 
passing the house for months with- 
out notice of the unvarying lettered 
signs were brought to a halt by the 
new appeal of the gaudy poster. 

It’s all a matter of a change in 
pace. Soon the new poster will be- 
come standard and get less atten- 
tion. The appeal must be constant- 
ly varied, even for a drop-in house, 
if attention is to be held. Doing 
nothing is better than doing the 
game old thing week after week. 
Even the valance is apt to grow 
stale if it always is the same type, 
and the Times Square houses scek 
to change these, too. 


Joint Debate 

With the country temporarily 
erazy about technocracy and man- 
agers bidding for any film on the 
subject, one theatre got a local angle 
that meant more to the b. o. than 
any film in the market, and yet it 
cost only $5, which was hung up as 
the prize in a joint debate between 
two speakers each from Rotary and 
Kiwanis. The money went to the 
club treasury as a donation. 

Both clubs appointed two speak- 
ers and tossed a coin to decide 
which would be for and which 
against the theory. The newspapers 
gave it plenty of space, because all 
four speakers were advertisers, and 
it overshadowed the film feature 
that night. 

It went over so well that the man- 
ager, located in a closed Sunday 
town, is trying to figure out a series 
of debates for Sunday afternoons, 
with a split to the two clubs. 


Not Inviting 

Economy sometimes is expensive. 
The other day a couple of showmen 
went up Broadway on the side of 
the street opposite the Paramount. 
There was a gorgeous, not to say 
gaudy, red, yellow and green false 
front for a tabloid attraction, and 
the underside of the marquee was 
ablaze with light, but the inner 
lobby had been cut down on bulbs 
and looked like the entrance to a 
crypt. 

It largely offset the value of the 
front, where more juice would have 
supperted the outside show and 
have invited them in. Possibly no 
one consciously shied off the Par 
because the inner lobby was dark- 
ened, but it is a certainty that no 
one was attracted to enter who had 
not been sold on the idea of at- 
tending. 

Saving current is important, but 
there are times when less current is 
distinctly not a saving. 











Getting Them In 

Academy of Music, N. Y., recently 
ran a scheme in which patrons 
could write their names on 
the back of the program, deposit it 
in a box in the lobby, with the man- 
agement inviting a certain number 
to be its guests the following week. 

Now the offer is made more gen- 
erous, a recent program carrying a 
somewhat similar coupon, good for 
one guest ticket when presented at 
the box office with the name and 
address filled in. There is a 10c 
service charge for the Employees’ 
Benefit Fund, which checks the in- 
discriminate use. 

Probably few holders come alone, 
s0 it’s a form of two for one, and 
also fattens up the mailing list, 
which seems to be the important 
angle in a section of the town where 
removals are frequent. 


Dirty Dig 

One of the first-run houses {is 
putting over ‘Hello Everybody’ with 
a diet sheet printed on the back. 
Latter was obtained from the man- 
ager’s physician and is not of the 
freak varicty. 

Copy on the other side urged the 
recipient to come and see Kate 
Smith and then decide whether or 
not to follow the reduction scheme. 
Sent to all femme names on a mail 
list and the remainder put out in 
shops patronized by women. 


Nix on Technocracy 

Manager who is always looking 
for a chance to get the house into 
print got better than a column in 
the local paper by attacking tech- 
nocratic craze recently. 

He went down to the editor with 
a protest that technocracy did not 
in its practical outworkings dispose 
of human labor, pointing out that 


while his sound projectors were 
practically automatic once the ma- 
chine was started, he was compelled 
to hire two men for the shift, and 
sugeresting that a similar develop- 
ment might accrue from other en- 





deavors to dispense with manpower. 

It was a new angle, he was plaus- 
ible in his arguments, and the mat- 
ter was one of general interest, so 
he stole a story in which his thea- 
tre was mentioned half a dozen 
times, stress was laid upon the ex- 
cellence of its sight and sound and 
the general suggestion created that 
the manager knew a lot about the 
more or less involved subject. 

No direct sales return, perhaps, 
but it keeps the theatre in the pub- 
lic mind. 





Counting Dollars 

State theatre, N. Y., has been 
stopping them right on B’way with 
the time-honored stunt of putting 
a bowl of silver dollars in a case 
and letting all and sundry estimate 
their number. Uses the advertising 
coins which are accessory on the 
picture instead of real money, which 
may be due to the recent holdup 
there, but a safer bet from any 
angle. 

Estimate blanks were free for the 
asking, and during the run of ‘Sil- 
ver Dollar’ the sidewalk Was dotted 
with pedestrians taking time out to 
fill in their blanks. 

Idea is being used in other and 
less populous spots. Where the area 
is smaller there is a good kickoff in 
counting the coins in a store win- 
dow, where all may watch. The 
window, of course, is well provided 
with advertising for coming pic- 
tures unless the stunt is used as an 
advance, when it should be blown 
off the day before the picture comes 
in. All angles considered, this seems 
to be a better current than coming 
stunt. 





Right or Left Side 

Survey by Columbia university 
purports to traverse the generally 
accepted fact that the right-hand 
page of a newspaper has a betier 
attention-catching chance than the 
left-hand page. Plenty of discussion 
in the papers, but it is to be ques- 
tioned whether the matter really is 
important. The essential is that a 
prominent display will get the first 
attention on either page, and that 
does not always mean the largest 
ad by a lot of lines. Often a small 
space will beat any larger part of a 
page for real attention if the larger 
space is muddled up by unimpor- 
tant material. 

A small space set in 10-point 
leaded, with no display other than 
the house sig, if there is no similar 
space on the page, can kill the most 
important larger space just because 
it is distinctive in a bunch of dis- 
plays all pretty much the same. 
Does not matter much whether it 3s 
on the right or left-hand page. 





Petering Out 

Those electric window — signs 
spread all over Manhattan and 
Brooklyn for the old Roxy theatre. 
Idea was that the storekeeper paid 
$1 a week for the sign, with half 
given to the Roxy and the rest to 
his announcement. In return he 
got two tickets each week to the 
theatre. 

With the clipped price the Roxy 
coverage is much less, with the 35c 
Oakleys not meaning so much. In 
the outlying districts the stores keep 
the signs, but use the entire space 
to make their own announcements 
or take a news photo service for the 
attractor. 

Signs were not put out by the 
Roxy, but by a concern which has 
placed similar ones in various other 
cities in quantities ranging from 
500 to 3,000. 





Girl Mummy 

Edgar Hart, of the Rivoli, Toledo, 
figured that with all but one of the 
banks closed and no one in funds, 
his customers were amply supplied 
with horrors in their daily lives and 
would react more sharply to some 
other appeal. 

Instead of playing up Karloff in 
‘The Mummy,’ he used a :youd-look- 
ing girl in modern dress and laid 
her out on a couch with tapers and 
other trimmings, being careful to 
stress that it was not death but re- 
incarnation. All of the sales copy 
was along the romantic «ngle. 

Seemed to be the answer, for the 
response was excellent. 


Program Timer 


Hippodrome, N. Y., has one of the | 


1eatest program stunts yet for lobby 
work. Large illuminated clock face 
without hands has a movable disc 
around the rim, on which is painted 
the various points of the show; fea- 
ture, shorts and vaudeville. 

When the house opens this rim is 
moved to show the first show, and 
just before the end it is swung 
around to give the time for the next 
program. 

Might, perhaps, be even better to 
have the sectors movable, with each 
being changed as that section plays 
out instead of waiting to shift the 
entire show. 
tailed time table, 


day. 


Used the Undies 


Birmingham. 
The mat showing a girl in undies 
sent out in press material by Fox 
for ‘Hot Pepper’ came in handy for 
a tie-up with a local department 
store’s lingerie department. Cut was 
used in store advertisement and to 
the first 50 persons buying undies 
at the store on a Monday were 

given passes to see ‘Hot Pepper.’ 


Cleaning Up 

Ned E. Depinet, of Radio Pictures, 
is off on a new line. Prepared a 
nice-looking booklet on the 32-33 
product, which is being sent only 
those exhibs who have not yet 
signed a contract. Directed at them, 
and intimates that if anything has 
been holding up the deal a direct 
contact with Depinet himself will 
get things straightened out. Sent 
along a prepaid reply envelope, so 
they would answer. 

Just applying exploitation along 
special lines, but apparently the 
first effort made to mop after the 
field force. Depinet knows the value 
of a letter from New York and is 
cashing in on that. 


Money Matched 
Birmingham. 
With everyone wondering just 
what medium of exchange will be 
used it technocracy is adopted 











Alabama made up some fake money 


along the lines suggested by tech- 
nocrats. Instead of dollars, it is in 
units and kilowatt hours. Units ran 
as high as 50 and was labeled ‘tech- 
nocracy money.’ Reason for the 
use was the showing of the short 
on the goofy subject. 





Real Museum 
New Haven. 

Jack Sanson and Wes Griffith ar- 
ranged an effective bit of exploita- 
tion for ‘Wax Museum.’ Transferred 
an actual wax museum from nearby 
amusement park to theatre lobby 
and opened house for early morning 
free inspection. 





Auspices 

There seems to be a hint to ex- 
hibitors in the stunt being worked 
by a N. Y. dept. store which put on 
a sale with a daily change of spon- 
sors. Hooked up to the police, fire- 
men, legion and other organizations 
with a small split to each on its spe- 
cial day, with the sponsors going 
for it in a big way. 

Some provided bands or other en- 
tertainment, and always there was 
some representative person to open 
the doors to the public with the 
idea of getting the buyers out early. 

Idea is not altogether new to the 
theatres, but the idea of a changing 
sponsor daily is something else 
again, and can be used to give an 
additional punch to the idea. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Los Angeles. 

Walter Kofeldt, former Fox West 
Coast district manager, who has 
been managing the Westwood Vil- 
lage in Westwood, has been trans- 
ferred to the Colorado, Pasadena, 
switching places with Fred Rapport, 
formerly manager of the Westwood. 

Robert C. Cannon, present mer. of 
the Fox (F-WC) Pomona, Calif., 
now supervising Sunkist there. Ed 


Pierce, managing, is replaced by 
Stanley W. Kriner. 


Los Angeles. 

Louis Vega transferred from the 
Lyric (F-WC), Huntington Park, 
Calif., to manage the Alcazar, at 
Bell. Henry Skillman goes to the 
Lyric. 

Supervision of Bell has been 
added to duties of Hi Peasky, who 
also has the United Artists and 
Golden Gate, L. A., and Whittier 
for F-WC under his wing. 





Pittsburgh. 
Warner State, Washington, Pa., 
rebuilt to reopen Feb. 22, with film. 





Birmingham. 
Union situation at Ritz straight- 
ened out. One stage hand and three 
boothmen granted RKO house fol- 
lowing notice given to union that 
they would have to come to these 
terms or RIXO would close house. 





Oklahoma City. 

Adna Avery, former Publix thea- 
tre manager Oklahoma City, is 
opening a new theatre in Blackwell, 
Okla. 

The Iris theatre at Bonner 
Springs, Kans., reopened after ex- 
tensive remodeling. 

E. P. Michael has opened his new 
Braymer theatre at Braymer, Mo. 

The Mainstreet theatre at War- 
renburg, Mo., will open Feb. 15 with 
Dumond Christopher as manager. 

A lone yeggman robbed the man- 
ager of the Reno theatre, Okla- 
homa City, of $400 in currency Sun- 
day night and made his escape. 





Seattle. 
Red (PNW) at Bremerton goes 
back to the Indians. PNW now has 
but one house in the navy town, the 
Rialto, which is the main standby. 


Seattle. 
Keighley & Roscoe booking Post 
Street theatre in Spokane, using 
three acts weekly. Ray Grumbach- 
er manager, with the biz oke at 10- 
15-25, the two-bit tariff on nights. 
This is the original American (Shu- 
bert) opera house. 
Denver. 
J. W. Davis has leased the Em- 








setter than the de-| 
which is apt to be| 
too involved with four shows on the| 


press at Hugo from Fay Leiber and 
has installed RCA sound. 





Toledo. 
Closing of the Rivoli leaves Ed- 
| gar Hart without a desk. He came 


here only last month from San 


Diego, Cal. 





Canton, O. 
Number of theatres, Iegitimate, 
vaude and film houses in eastern 
and central Ohio have changed 
hands in recent weeks. Park at 
Newton Falls, sold to H. M. Rader; 
Princes, Fox house at Sylvania, sold 


to FE. W. Wolfe by Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl Plikerd; Elzane, at Martins | 
Ferry sold to Fenray Photoplay 
Co.; Willlam Hill disposed of his 





interest in opera house at Loveland 
to EK. W. Hewitt; Strand at Mau- 
mee sold to H. G. Mouen by F. W. 
Mouen. Cort opera heuse at Belle- 
fontaine sold to the Cort Theatre 
Co. by Leo Janes. 





Seattle. 

Jack Sampson joins publicity staff 
of Hamrick group, with Ted Cham- 
pion, adv. mgr., coming from former 
Orpheum staff here. All adv. for 
the Hamrick houses, Portland, Ta- 
coma and Seattle, turned out at 
Champion's offices in Seattle. Ham- 
rick’s latest expansion includes ac- 
quisition of Broadway (PNW) at 
Tacoma, now called the Music Box. 





Los Angeles. 
Lester Fountain takes over man- 
agement of the West Coast (F-WC) 
Santa Ana, in addition to the Broad- 
way there. He replaces Eddie Gra- 
ham at the West Coast. 





Los Angeles. 

Latest Fox-West Coast managerial 
shakeup in Southern California has 
the veteran Frank R. Newman out, 
after a dozen years with the cir- 
cuit. Newman, recently shifted from 
Long Beach to supervision of Bak- 
ersfield and Taft, has been replaced 
by Robert Frenzel. 

Lewis Harris replaces Dick Pritch- 
ard at the Majestic, Santa Monica, 
with the latter going to the Red- 
lands, Redlands, replacing William 
Murphy. George Angelich, for many 
years at the California, Bakersfield, 
also has been shifted to the Hippo- 
drome, Taft, with Nat Blank from 
the Alcazar, Bell, replacing in Bak- 
ersfield. Angelich takes over the du- 
ties of Warren Burgess, unassigned. 

Charles Wuerz has been made 
manager of the Granada, Ontario, 
Calif. 





Syracuse, N. Y¥. 

Leo Miller, formerly with Publix 
in New York and Scranton, is set 
to succeed H. E. Thompson as 
booker for the Central New York 
Theatre Corporation, with head- 
quarters in this city. 

Edward Eggleston, formerly chief 
usher, is the new assistant to An- 
drew Roy, Paramount manager. 
Eggleston's promotion followed the 
departure of T. E. Anderson, re- 
called to Birmingham, Ala., by the 
critical illness of his father. 





San Francisco. 

C. D. ‘Mike’ Garrity gets Ameri- 
can, San Jose, replacing Bob Pear- 
son. Cliff Morris to National, 
Woodland, succeeding William 
Cornwell. 

Dan Markowitz has named Bob 
Hazel manager of his Embassy, re- 
opened last week. 





New Haven. 

Recent changes announced by 
local Arthur headquarters: 

E. Marshall Taylor into Spring- 
fleld as div. mgr. of Poli and Fox. 

Bobby Hart succeeds Chas. Ben- 
son as mgr. Palace, Hartford. 

George French out as mer. Ma- 
jestic, Bridgeport with L. H. Lewis 
transferred from Lyric to succeed 
French. 

A. Weir follows Lewis into Wyric 
which goes into new grind policy at 
10-15 cts. 


} 








Chas. Tally out as asst. mer. 
Palace, New Haven with Billy Elder} “ 
following him in. Elder's post in 
imain office taken over by Phil 
| Capozzi. 


a the tre eo 


Wynn's Street Parade 


Ed Wynn iid his grand sireet pa- 
rade by proxy at the opening of his 
date at the Capitol Friday. He was 
impersonated by a double who was 
so convincing that a flock of people 
besieged him for autographs while 
he was waiting for the line to start. 

Parade was from B'’way and 4(th 
to the ‘heatre at 5lst and was 
formed of two bands, fire apparatus, 
a line of Texaco trucks bannered 
autos and the Capitol uniformed 
service staff. The motorized por- 
tion of the parade covered Broad- 
way from the Battery to Columbus 
Circle, the others falling into line to 
cover the Times Sq. section. 

Oil company and the theatre co- 
operated with credit in each other's 
newspaper ads, lobby display and 
other trimmings, and Maj. Bowes 
threw a lunch at the theatre. It 
was the biggest opening there since 
Al Jolson went in some years ago. 


Plays Radio 
Winnipeg. 

John Fiddes was told he was 
crazy to play Seth Parker's pic: 
that it had flopped everywhere. But 
John dug up a mixed quartet and 
had it sing old-time numbers, 
backed by a village setting of horse- 
hair sofas and so on, and put the 
picture over to a big success. 

He did the same with Amos ‘n’ 





Andy’s picture, ‘Check and D. 
Check.’ Stage show with radio fa- 
vorites, etc., impersonating the 
stars; and cleaned up. Another 


stunt of Fiddes’ was a tie-up with 
Mabel Harbour, gold medal elocu- 
tionist, giving away three scholar- 
ships to the best kid elocutionists 
on Saturday afternoon contests, 
which packed house. A free course 
with Miss Harbour is the prize. 
Contests are in three group ages— 
1 to 10, 10 to 14, and a third for 
adults. Fiddes has the College, a 
paying suburban house in North 
Winnipeg. 





Beer? Sure! 
Pittsburgh. 

Through a tie-up with the Fort 
Pitt Brewing Company here, Penn 
is dishing out near beer and 
pretzels this week from an old 
fashioned bar in the lobby. It’s an 
exploitation stunt for the Keaton- 
Durante comedy, ‘What! No Beer?’ 
which opens here Friday (17). 

As a sidelight on the beer give- 
away, the Penn now stands on the 
site of Pittsburgh’s famous old An- 
derson Hotel, and the bartender 
Mike Cullen hired to dispense the 
near suds is the same fellow who 
for 21 years tended bar at the An- 
derson. The first hour he was on 
duty 100 customers called him by 
his first name, 

Additional stunt for picture was 
to have Jimmy Durante wire per- 
sonal messages to the local movie 
cricks on his way from the coast 
to New York, where he’s heading 
for Brown & Henderson’s ‘Strike 
Me Pink.’ 

Too Raw? 

It may be a bit too raw for some 
spots, but in a town where they like 
it rough a cleanup was made for 
“They Just Had to Get Married’ 
with a three-piece perambulator. 

Trio consisted of a girl, sheepish 
looking boy and determined looking 
man. All were dressed in rural cos- 
tume. Man carried a shotgun under 
his arm, and the only advertising 
was the title of the picture on the 
back of his coat. 

There seems to be something 
funny to most people in shotgun 
marriages; perhaps due to the re- 
cent gush of comic mags, and the 
trio elicited a broad grin, which 
helped sell the comedy idea of the 
picture. 

It would not have hurt any had 
they stopped to sing a hillbilly song 
now and then. 


Poor Sample 

Piping parts of the show or other 
material to the loudspeaker for a 
lobby attraction has its drawbacks. 
Couple of weeks ago a drop-in house 
in New York had the bright idea of 
shooting the chatter of the monolo- 
gist to the lobby. To offset the 
noise of street traffic the amplifica- 
tion was rather high. 

A man and woman who were ap- 
parently headed for the box office 
paused when the woman grasped 
her escort’s arm. ‘Don't let's go in 
here, Harry,’ she urged. “The sound 
must be terrible.’ 

Just how many had the same re- 
action is conjecture, but certainly a 
raspy amplification in the lobby is 
no good advertisement for a sound 
theatre. If horns are used, they 
should be monitored carefully. 


Window Magic 

Manager of a city theatre told the 
local unemployment committee that 
in case a copper plate engraver 
came looking for a job he could give 
] days. Committee 
wondering what 
ild do with an engrs ver. 
d on page 23) 


couple of 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





The Elemental! Lil 

No*ody can say anything of Mae 
Wes: that she doesn’t say first—and 
better. ‘I'm one of the finest women 
that ever walked the streets,’ she 
introduces herself in ‘She Done Him 
Wrong,’ and thus sums up the whole 
story. She is the whole show, too, 
commands every situation, every 
scene with her magrificently lazy 
technique. She’s a gal who's got a 
lot of what's she got, who knows 
just how to make every bit of it 
mean yet a little bit more. What- 
ever she says, the way she says it 
but skims the surface of its deeper 
intent, whatever sne does is only 
the preface tc what she’s going to 
do. She’s the dynamo that supplies 
the power of suggestion. 


Upholstered in the costumes of, 


the "§0’s, Miss West photographs a 
lush series of good iancy pictures 
for brewery calendars. Ostrich 
plumes to stagger a wench less stal- 
wart, waistlines to choke a belle a 
whit less conscientious. Billowing 
bosom, expressive derriere, just miss 
bursting their eloquent seaming. 

Make-up that blooms with smooth 
vitality, that accents the confident 
glint in her eyes, that stresses her 
beckoning lips. 
amiable, ripe and generous, a fit- 
ting setting for the lass with the 
world’s most persuasive hips. 

Eyes, mouth, voice announce Miss 
West has traveled; her nimble hips 
toss that final fillip that makes it a 
proclamation. Miss West is a thor- 
ough performer, good to the last 
undulation. 

To emphasize her own hearty ele- 
mental nature, there is Rochelle 
Hudson to represent timorous, in- 
experienced maidenhood; 
Ottiano to show how different seri- 
ous wickedness is. Miss Hudson 
photographs appropriately a pretty 
little flower, Miss Ottiano a base, 
jealous cat. Nobody can buck up 
against Miss West in ‘She Done 
Him Wrong.’ She’s an unassailable 
combination of showmanship, tim- 
ing, humor—all wrapped up with a 
load of what she herself describes 
mysteriously as ‘that certain ele- 
ment.’ 


From ‘Cynara’ to ‘No Beer’ 


Brave little Phyllis Barry pauses 
a moment before the sudsy whirl- 
pool of ‘What, No Beer,’ closes her 
eyes, takes a deep breath, then with 
a slight shudder plunges. She takes 
a sound trouncing, poor child, but 
she’s game. It’s quite a different 
set-up from her last picture, ‘Cy- 
nara,’ where there were only ladies 


and gents, and it doesn’t seem fair ; 


either, after giving such a true and 
difficult performance there, to have 
now to become embroiled in such 
gusty, physical antics. 

A job’s a job, however. This one 
demands muscular fitness instead of 
emotional expression. It doesn’t 
really matter what sort of clothes 
Miss Barry wears nor how well they 
fit, when they’re only there to be 
torn off again. The basis of her 
costuming is a black lace chemise, 
standard uniform of slapstick hero- 
ines. Miss Barry is a little ill at 
ease in hers. She’s much more con- 
fident in a black velvet evening 
sheath with a bunch of black coque 
feathers curled over one shoulder. 
Too, she’s prettier, more adept at 
make-up und coiffure than in ‘Cy- 
nara. The mass of dark ringlets 
all over her head in ‘What, No 
Beer’ intensifies the piquancy of her 
personality. 
rough house heroine seriously. 





What! Roxyettes Waver! 

Anarchy stole into the ranks of 
the RKO Roxyettes Friday night, 
broke their unity of purpose, 
smashed their oneness of move- 
ment, exposed them as plain human 
beings with heels of clay. 

It got them just as they lined up 
on the top of the full stage stairs 
for the finale, it sent them down the 
steps in a wavering line, it actually 
induced one of them to strike out 
on her own at the head of the stairs 
while her sisters marched irreso- 
lutely down without her. Then the 
mantle of greatness sliped from the 
shoulders of the Roxyettes and fell 
upon the audience. Whosoever shal] 
encounter confusion in the forces 
of the Roxyettes becomes a watcher 
at a miracle. The audience Friday 
night will be heroes to their friends 
for weeks. They saw something 
that couldn’t happen. 

The Roxyettes were all dressed 
up in their best gold pants, their 
high orange boots, their long oranze 
gloves, their shining helmets with 
the long black plumes. The orches 
tra was playing a march and every- 
body knows how martial music gets 


The whole ensemble ; pet this week. Eleanor Powell must 


Rafaela }: 


A pity nobody takes a' 





the Roxyettes. Came the incredible 
indecision. 

That Friday night audience be- 
held a sight not given to many men, 
a sight, however, despite the dis- 
tinction it bestowed upon the on- 
lookers—they yearned deeply not to 
see. 





Speakeasy to Greek Temple 


The Music Hall’s young ladies 
find themselves in a lot of strange 
places this week, what with an 
opening ballet danced before a per- 
spective set that switches the audi- 
ence backstage, a Roxeyette rou- 
tine wherein the girls sit on high 
stools before a gigantic speakeasy 
bar and gaze at their reflection in 
the -_nirror, reflections that are real- 
ly real live copy-catting Roxyettes, 
and a finale that takes place under 
a Grecian temple twirling in a 
grove of silken birch trees. They “o 
get around, these girls, but never 
nonplussed no matter where they 
land. 

Of the special super artistes, Pa- 
tricia Bowman in wisps of paste) 
tuHe, neath which her graceful legs 
are inisted over but not entirely 
concealed, is the costume designer's 


do her delicate taps in _ silver 
fringed leotards, high silver hat ana 
gauntlets, although pyjamas lend to 
her already smart postures much 
more chic. *. 

The ballet corps, in their conven- 
tional white net ballet skirts with 
chartreuse taffeta bodices, fare bet- 
ter sartorially than the Roxyettes, 
whose bright blue men’s suits and 
slouch hats, a timely tribute to 
Deitrich, indicate that it takes the 
Deitrich manner to make them any- 
thing more interesting than just 
men’s clothes on feminine figgers. 





Hostessing as Career 

There is no finer character build- 
er for young women, ‘Child of Man- 
hattan’ points out, than dance hall 
hostessing. It teaches a girl in- 
stinctively to smell out a million- 
aire lurking among the motley 
throng, it gives her the ground- 
work for resisting his initial ad- 
vances the tighter to ensare him 
the next time. 

It keeps from her the mundane 
details of the origin of little babies, 
it gives her the good judgment to 
refuse $100,000 per year alimony, 
thereby so impressing her husband 
with her nobility of soul that he 
eagerly remarries her and presents 
her with full title to his name and 
rights to his fortune—which make 
the alimony she so wisely spurned 
but a miserly handout. Most im- 
portant of all, it shows a young 
lady that nothing so attracts a well 
born millionaire as a Greenpoint ac- 
cent. His emanciated ear, fed only 
with the meagre sounds of culti- 
vated speech, expands with ecstasy 
at the robust music in ‘appernt- 
ment.’ 

Nancy Carroll has been chosen 
to exemplify the splendid results 
accruing from 10 cents a dance. 
Watching her, parents might do 
well straightway to yank their 
daughters out of finishing schools 
and put them where they can 
achieve the same husband-snatch- 
ing ends ever so much more quick- 
ly. Miss Carroll doesn’t have to 
lift a finger to assure the proper 
culmination of her romance, she 
knows nothing of the tormenting 
uncertainties more sheltered maid- 
ens suffer. 

Miss Carroll, for Child of Man- 
hattan,’ has abandoned the heavy 
stylized make-ups that have lately 
intrigued her fancy, allows her 
natural prettiness to flower again 
without the disconcerting overlay 
of a mystic, groping-for-under- 
standing mask. Fine clothes come 
to her as soon as she’s tied her 
millionaire, velvets with cowls of 
ermine, white suits heady with 
white fox, but she still is prettiest 
in her little dark suit with the 
youthfully brief jacket and white 
frills at the throat. Simplicity of 
line and materials do best for her 
figure and her wide eyed young 
face. 





‘Laugh Parade’ As Tab 

The Capitol, in presenting a con- 
densed version of ‘The Laugh Pa- 
rade,’ leaves out nothing that might 
make a revue addict pout. Elsa 
Ersi has shiny blonde hair and blue 
ostrich feathers on her blue crepe 
dress, She speaks with a naughty 
foreign accent, sings soprano, walks 
back and forth during her duets, 
flashes her eyes, and behaves like 
a frightful charmer. 

Frieda Mierse says a word or two 





in the sketches, smiles enthusias- 
tically, and gets her name on the 
screen in big type for it. She also 
has a chartreuse crepe dress with 
a short draped cape banded in red 
fox, 

The line-up of 24 girls do a snake- 
hips and torso-toss in high yaller 
make-up, frizzy black wigs and 
painted cerise satin dresses whose 
up-in-front, down-in-back tiered 
skirts remind the audience what an 
unbecoming line that used to be. 
They also dance prettily in short 
silver capes pleated into white Pur- 
itan collars worn with high blue 
boots, and then the curtains part to 
show the showgirls draped on huge 
wooden bubbles in diaphonous white 
long skirts spread gracefully about. 
That is the flash number. 

For the finale, the whole company 
goes on parade. The line-ups in 
black patent leather trunks, capes 
and boots, with huge black drum 
major headdresses weighing them 
down. The show girls copy their 
costumes, only in white. The troupe 
then execute military maneuvers, 
but the dance director has wisely 
seen to it that the showgirls have 
only to keep their distance from one 
another. Anything more complex 
might confuse them. 

The Di Gatanos, previously, have 
done vehement dance in which the 
girl, lithe and brave, is frequently 
hurled hard on the floor in her nice 
beige crepe dress, then tossed 
through a paper mirror over the 
set’s bar for a thrilling finish. It’s 
all in the best tradition, and a good 
generous slice of it too. 





Myrna Loy’s New Eminence 


In ‘Animal Kingdom,’ Myrna Loy 
made her scoffers eat their words. 
From a ten-twent-thirt- slinking 
Oriental menace, suddenly’ she 
sprang forth full blown, a civilized 
intelligent young woman, It was a 
startling transformation. Now comes 
‘Topaze’ to prove that Miss Loy was 
not, as some had doped it out, just 
playing Trilby to director E. H. 
Griffith’s Svengali. There’s a new 
Myrna Loy, self-created, progres- 
sively perfecting the details of her 
new incarnation. 

She realizes now, for instance, 
th.t she had better not try to match 
the expert carryings-on of a cast 
peppered with John Barrymore, 
Reginald Mason and Jobyna How- 
land. She has become aware that 
maybe she has limitations. Not 
that her limitations won't disappear 
if she continues to improve as 
steadily, but nevertheless she’s got 
them right now. So she remains 
very quiet, listens carefully and ob- 
serves the exquisite tricks of the 
star. It isn’t long before people 
begin to notice her, conducting her- 
self so unobtrusively. She must be 
a deep one, that well behaved girl. 
they begin to think. That poise 
must well from some profuond inner 
spring. 

Even Miss Loy’s personal style 
has leaped miles ahead. Before her 
miraculous change, she would have 
seized the opportunity afforded her 
in the role of a French mistress to 
go clanking around in cloth of gold 
hung with heavy baubles. Now she 
confines herself to the simple ele- 
gance of a truly dangerous woman 
and smashes over a black and white 
ensemble whose chic stylized out- 
jines, huge puffed sleeved white fur 
jacket, and pert little white toque 








Hich Rentals, % Demands, Leave MG 
50% Unsold; Other Majors Reach 


Quotas, but Revenue Tobbogans 





would have been her undoing in her 
fancy days. 

Miss Loy has become sensitive to 
her environment. Moving, in 
‘Topaze,’ amidst interiors that ex- 
press cultivated taste and a flair for 
genuine decorative idea, her per- 
sonality undergoes a subtle adjust- 
ment that makes her a fit chate- 
laine for its unusually smart sur- 
roundings. The all white draw- 
ing room of her apartment, with 
lighting as interesting as it is be- 
coming, combines period furniture 
with the stark outlInes of modern 
pieces, welds them into a charm- 
ing room by unity of color, fine 
judgment in selection, aesthetically 
balanced grouping. 





Heroine Amnesia Victim 

Madge Evans is a fortunate girl, 
and that’s because she’s such a very 
nice one. She’s fortunate in ‘Hal- 
lelujah I'm a “Sum’—for not only 
Frank Morgan, but Al Jolson is 
mad about her. Because she’s such 
a nice girl, the story arranges for 
her to have amnesia, so she can re- 
turn their adoration each in turn, 
When she’s got a memory, she loves 
Mr. Morgan, when she’s lost it, she 
loves Mr. Jolson. It would never do 
for a nice girl to be a two-timer, 
and a nice girl couldn't fail to find 
both Mr. Morgan and Mr. Jolson 
charming. If it seems a little mixed 
up, that’s because the rewards of 
virtue have been absent from the 
screen for such a long time that 
hardly anyone recognizes them any 
more. 

Being true blue, regular and 
wholesome takes up so much of a 
nice girl’s time that she has very 
little energy left for the less worthy 
pursuits—of style, for instance. 
Miss Evans pauses long enough in 
her devotions to right to fix her- 
self up with a flatteringly expert 
make-up that realizes what fine, 
frank eyes she has, but that’s all 
the attention she can spare for 
vanity. 

Her clothes are neat, of course, 
and ladylike, but flair is the shallow 
province of hussies. Miss Evans 
has a couple of decent suits that 
will do very nicely, and a light satin 
one-piece dress for times when 
she’s expected to be a little seduc- 
tive. That satin dress just proves 
that nice girls really ought to stay 
in their own backyard. It clings so 
desperately in several places that 
it becomes a little embarrassing. 
Oftentimes nice girls are that way 
because their figures don’t give 
them any choice. 





Writers Again On ‘Humor’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Frank Butler and Claude Binyon 
are back on the script of ‘College 
Humor’ at Paramount. 

Writing team taken off that 
script for a partial rewrite on ‘Dead 
Reckoning,’ when trouble developed 





on the latter story. 





Arthur Takes 


Fox-Brooklyn 





Starts Operating It Feb. 17 with 50c Top— 
Also Has Old Roxy 





Harry Arthur has acquired the 
operating supervision of the Fox- 
Brooklyn, commencing Friday (17). 
Arthur’s other operating deal con- 
cerns the old Roxy. Both are run 
by receivers. These are in addition 
to Arthur’s present operation of the 
Fox-Poli circuit. in New England, 
also in receivership. 

As at the old Roxy, Fanchon & 
Marco will book and produce for 
the Fox-Brooklyn under Arthur's 
operation. 

Irving Lesser, brother of Sol Les- 
ser, will manage the Fox-Brooklyn 
for Arthur. In the past two or 
three years Lesser has sort of 
bounced around the business, hold- 
ing various posts with various firms, 
the most recent of which was with 
his brother’s firm, Principal Pic- 
tures. He formerly worked for Ar- 
thur on the coast. 

There isn’t any doubt but that the 
Fox-Brooklyn will undergo a com- 
plete change in administration un- 
der the Arthur wing. 
has been in an uncertain shape for 





The house | 
‘ Brooklyn. 


more than a year after the Reliance 
Realty people took the spot cver 
from Fox Film. Reliance is a sub- 
sidiary of Strauss, and under these 
firms the place was operated at dif- 
ferent times under different man- 
agements. 

While nothing official is forthcom- 
ing it looks apparent that a read- 
justment of rental has been made in 
favor of Arthur. This will permit 
him to reduce his weekly overhead. 
To what extent isn’t known. Under 
Arthur a new b.o, scale will. very 
likely go into effect, with the ad- 
mission switched to a 50c top eve- 
nings and Sundays, 25-35 for mat- 
inees. This is new b.o. tariff for 
the downtown~- Brooklyn district. 
With the Fox-Brooklyn being out- 
side of the major film booking ring 
and being subject to mostly a 
catch-as-catch-can situation on film 


product, its new scale is calculated 
not to affect the other deluxe Brook- 
lyn houses which aggregately con- 
trol the first-run film product in 


+ 





High rentals and guarantees de 
manded for product during the early 
months of the current selling sea- 
son finds Metro, alone among the 
major distribs, with more than 50% 
of the '33-'34 sales as yet unclosed. 
During the last few weeks some- 
what lower figures have been 
quoted by the company’s film 
salesmen, but heads of most Metro 
exchanges admit they haven't 
reached first base so far. 

Exhibs, mostly indies, and some 
of the smaller circuits, have turned 
down Metro's demands for 50-50 
terms on ‘Grand Hotel,’ and the 
40% demanded for ‘Strange Inter- 
lude.’ Average percentage asked for 
other product has been around 30% 
and 35%, alse now scaring off 
prospects. 

With the exception of Metro, vir- 
tually every other distributing or- 
ganization has practically wound 
up its selling season, a few of the 
majors being 100% closed, except- 
ing a few minor spots which seldom 
figure in final reckonings. 

One or two of the majors have 
even resorted to reduced rental fig- 
ures in order to speed up quotas, 
with the result that in several in- 
stances while volume has been oke, 
gross results have not been able to 
compare with recent years. 

Exchange 1.anagers report collec- 
tions considerably improved, ex- 
cepting in isolated instances where 
continued depresh conditions have 
reduced b. 9. takes to their lowest 
ebb. Most of the major distributing 
companies are collecting daily for 
film rentals, particularly from Par- 
amount Pubiix and RKO houses 
now in receivership. 


‘Supernatural’ Set 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Halperin Bros’. ‘Supernatural’ 
goes into production at Paramount 
Thursday (16) with Victor Halperin 
directing. 

Cast will include Carole Lombard, 
Randolph Scott, Kenty Taylor, Wil- 
liam Farnum, H. B. Warner and 
Beryl Mercer. 











Schneider in Yuma 


Louis E. Schneider, until recently 
operating assistant to Sam Dembow 
in Publix, left last week for Yuma, 
Ariz. to take over two houses there, 
Lyric and Yuma. 


Publix turned over these two 
houses to Schneider as a result of 
the breakdown of the operating 
staff in New York. 


Yuma is exactly where Louis 
wanted to go. 


Studio Placements 


Edmund Breese, Bela Lugosi, 
Franklyn Pangborn, Harrison Green, 
‘International House,’ Par. 


H. B. Warner, Alan Dinehart, 
Carole Lombard, Kent Taylor, Ran- 
dolph Scott, ‘Supernatural,’ Hal- 
perin Bros. for Par. 

Robert Warwick, Hedda Hopper, 
Inez Palaige, ‘Pilgrimage,’ Fox. 

Tiny Sanford, Elsie Cort, Elinor 
Kent, Yolandi -Patti, ‘House of Ref- 
uge,’ Fox, 

Teva Lawlor, Irene Homer, ‘War- 
rior’s Husband,’ Fox, 

Merle Tottenham, 
Heart,’ Metro. 

Dorothy Burgess, Frank Albert- 
son, Franklin Pangborn, Noah 
Beery, Bert Roech, Arthur Hoyt, 
Ethel Wales, Marjorie Beebe, Gay 
Seabrook, William V. Mong, ‘Easy 
Millions,’ Ralph Like. 

Benita Hume, Douglas Walton, 
Phillips Holmes, Colin Clive, Lionel 
Barrymore, Lewis Stone, Elizabeth 
Allen, ‘Service,’ Metro. 








‘Peg o’ My 





Christian Rub, ‘Kiss in the Mir- 
ror,’ U. 

David Manners, ‘Warrior’s Hus- 
band,’ Fox. 

Neil Hamilton, Paul Hurst, ‘Pub- 
lic Be Damned,’ Majestic, ‘Dead 
teckoning,’ Par. 

Richard Arlen, Jean Hersholt, 
Charles sickford, ‘Legal Crime,’ 
Par. 

Charles Vidor as assistant to 


Bayard Veiller, Par. 
Stuart Walker, Mitchell Leisen to 
co-direct ‘Eagle and the Hawk,’ Par. 
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' Have you heard the grand and glorious news? 
Just previewed on the Coast! Bigger than “Hell 
Divers”! M-G-M’s next Big Bomb-shell. Whoopee! 


(you just can’t hold those gosh durned M-G-M fellers!) 
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Drop From $270,000 to $100,000 Rent 


For Mayfair May Be N.G-d by RKO 





Walter Reade has organized an 
RKO landlords’ committee, which 
makes it seem RKO has decided to 
turn back the Mayfair on Broadway 
to Reade. 

When first approached, Reade re- 
fused to grant RKO any substantial 
readjustment in the Mayfair's rent. 
Since RKO receivership, Reade is 
said to have offered a _ reduction 
from the present Mayfair rent of 
$270,000 annually to $100,000. 

When the turn-back may occur 
isn’t known. In view of the com- 
plexed negotiations which RKO was 
compelled to enter into with Reade, 
the theatre people are said to feel 
hesitant about continuing to operate 
the Mayfair on any basis. They 
might swap situations between the 
Palace and the Mayfair. 

Palace, Broadway, is still one of 
RKO’s major headaches. This house 
is partly owned by Martin Beck 
through a stock interest, and for the 
past year Beck has had the princi- 
pal operating voice in the theatre. 
The RKO theatre people apparently 
feel that as long as Beck wants to 
run the spot, they are willing to let 
him do so. Beck’s latest idea, and 
which was accepted by the theatre 
management, to turn the Palace into 
a subsequent run picture house, ap- 
parently dooms the Mayfair affilia- 
tion with RKO, 


OLMSTEAD ON CAMPAIGN 
FOR ALL PAR PICTURES 


Ed Olmstead left New York Fri- 
day (10) for Hollywood to take up 
a post at the Paramount studio in 
supervision of a nationwide cam- 
paign on Par pictures direct with 
theatres. A week ago Olmstead 
was dropped by Publix in its sweep 
across the payroll. He had been 
an advertising-operating contact 
representative, along with John 
Smith and Rodney Bush, trio con- 
tacting all Publix houses. Shift to 
the Par studio campaign capacity 
is largely as a result of Olmstead’s 
wide theatre experience. 

Bush is now attached to Arthur 
Mayer’s department at h.o. on press 
books and Smith may be also re- 
tained by Mayer. 

Olmstead came into Publix from 
the old Famous Players organiza- 
tion when Publix was formed. 











Par’s Busy February 





Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Current Paramount schedule calls 
for the busiest February produc- 
tion in years. With seven pictures 
now in, slate calls for five more to 
start by Feb. 20. 

Starting (15) will be ‘Super- 
natural’ (Halperins), ‘Bedfellows’ 
and ‘International House.’ Five 
days later starts on ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk’ and ‘Grasshoppers,’ the 
the Marx Brothers’ pic. 

Of the seven now in production 
all but one, ‘Murders in the Zoo,’ 
will carry past Feb. 20. 





LEWIN STICKS TO METRO 


Given Leave for European Vacation 
—Upset Over ‘Out’ Reports 





Al Lewin, Metro associate pro- 
ducer, and associated with Irving 
Thalberg for eight years, sailed Fri- 
day (10) on the ‘Paris’ with his wife 
for a European vacaticn, receiving 
an eight weeks’ leave from the stu- 
dio with pay, made necessary by 
overwork. Lewin is still with the 
Metro organization and any report 
of his leaving MGM is officially de- 
nied all around. 

Lewin couldn’t be released before 
setting ‘Soviet’ which goes into 
work momentarily under Frank 
Capra’s direction. With Thalberg 
convinced the script (by Jules 
Furthmann) and everything was all 
set, the leave was made possible be- 
cause Lewin’s overwrought physical 
condition required it. Howard Hawks 
will pinch-hit for Lewin on ‘Soviet’ 
until latter returns in April. 

In view of Lewin’s record with 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ and ‘The Guardsmen’, 
plus ‘Redheaded Woman’ which cre- 
ated a new star for the studio, all 
of which films he supervised, Metro 
seemed much upset about the ‘out’ 
coneerning Lewin, as the 
producer was. 


reports 


associate 


+ 








New Fox Deal in Aug. — 


' 
| 


Fox will distribute all current 
World Wide product, about 20 fea- 
tures with 10 still to be made. 

A new deal will have to be made 
in August. Arrangement for the 
present was made, it is understood, 
because of Educational’s relations 
with WW prior to using Fox dis- 
tribution channels and abandoning 
its own exchanges. 


CROWD OF RKO 
EMPLOYES OUT 


Coincident with notices to be- 
tween 80 and 90 people in the RKO 
home office, certain executives and 
personnel were transferred from the 
RKO to the Orpheum payroll, 
among them Nate Blumberg and his 
divisional publicity head, John Jo- 
sephs. RKO is unde an equity re- 
ceivership, while Orpheum is in 
bankruptcy. Martin Beck remains 
on the RKO h.o. payroll. 


Notices given out in RKO are ef- 
fective Saturday (21). This differs 
from the sweep in Publix which 
came suddenly for over 100 persons 
and was effective within a day or 
two. 

In addition to execs dropped by 
RKO, headed by George Godfrey, 
vaude booker, and D. P. Canavan, 
head of maintenance, minor per- 





sonnel was lopped off wherever it | 


could be stood. Canavan ‘was 
shifted to the Radio City theatres 
in charge of maintenance at about 
the same time the number of R.C. 
watchmen was cut from five to 
three. 

In wholesale firing at RKO, no 
departments other than those con- 
nected with the theatre and book- 
ing (films and vaude), were af- 
fected. Radio Pictures remains un- 
touched. P 

Exec not previously reported who 
also got notice is Bruce Powell, 
heading the merchandising depart- 
ment. 





Hollywood Fete for 
Quarter Century of Pix 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Hollywood will celebrate its 25 
years as the home of pictures in 
March, a week’s fete and pageant 
now being promoted by Harry Su- 
garman, manager of F-WC Egyptian 


here, and Arthur Shirley, English 
actor and producer. 
Boulevard merchants have indi- 


cated a willingness to participate, 
with the studios now being ap- 
proached for co-operation. Climax- 
ing the week will be a parade of 
floats, and the cutting of a huge 
birthday cake topped by 25 electri- 
cally lighted candles. 

As a part of the observance, early 
pictures — including the Johnny 
Bunny comedies and others—will be 
revived. Spotted along the boule- 
vard also will be two of the old 
nickelodeon type of show. 


Monogram Plans Cash-In 
On Bow Name in Bell Pix 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Cashing in on the publicity ac- 
corded Rex Bell as Clara Bow’s 
hubby, Monogram is figuring on 
starring him for the 1933-34 pro- 
gram in a series of action dramas 
aimed for first or second run 
houses. In the past, he has ap- 
peared almost exclusively in west- 
erns. 

Fell and Miss Bow are due in 
New York from Paris Wednesday 
(15), with the former returning to 
Hollywood by next Sunday (19). He 
has three western to do on his pres- 
ent Monogram contract. 








Ace Berry Reappointed 


Indianapolis, Feb. 13. 
Ace Berry, manager of the In- 
diana and Circle Theatres for seven 
years, has been reappointed to that 
post succeeding Jack Roth. Berry 
recently has been field manager for | 
the RKO Corp 





Von Sternberg Due Back 


Josef Von Sternberg is due back 
in the U. S. again within the next 
couple weeks. 

From reports abroad he has 
changed his mind about making 
pictures there. He has been study- 
ing foreign production. 


CATLETT BANKRUPTCY 
TOPS FILM MOB SUITS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Voluntary bankruptcy petition of 
Walter Catlett, in debt $11,976, 
headed the list of legal actions in- 
volving film people in Los Angeles 
courts last week. Bankruptcy pe- 
tition was filed by Catlett two years 











ago, but was later withdrawn at 
his request. 

Among liabilites listed by the 
actor are Joyce & Selznick, $450; 
Lee Francis, $150; income tax, 
$3,500; Conly & Morrison, $1,200; 
alimony, $1,125; Frank Fay, $200, 
and Wheeler and Woolsey, $100 
each. 

Suing Leslie Fenton for $10,463 


commission and alleged breach of 
contcart, Phil -terg, agent, was 
awarded default judgment of $894 
in Superior court. The actor is now 
in Europe. 

Other suits are that of Fred K. 
Hawkins against the F-WC Ritz, 
L. A., for $13,600 for a sprained 
ankle alleged to have been caused 
when he tripped on the theatre's 
carpet; National Theatre Supply 
Co., through Theatre Equipment 
Acceptance Corp., is suing C. W. 
Young, Glendale theatre operator, 
for $2,400, alleging unlawful de- 
tainer of equipment. 


Par’s P. A. Reorganization 


Reorganization of the Paramount 
Publix publicity-advertising depart- 
ment is expected following the res- 
ignation Saturday (11) of Jack 
Hess, with the company a year in 
charge of advertising under Arthur 
Mayer. Hess’ notice is effective 
Saturday (25). He has other offers 
under consideration. 

Mayer up to yesterday (Monday) 
would say nothing about any pro- 
posed changes. 

It is understood Bill Danziger 
will move into the Hess post over 
advertising, with someone else 
placed in charge of press books. 
This may be John Smith, veteran 
advertising and operating exec with 
Publix, who recently had been one 
of the theatre contact representa- 
tives. 

Smith went off the Publix payroll 
in the big recent sweep, along with 
Ed Olmstead and Rodney Bush. 
Latter is already in Mayer’s depart- 
ment in a general advertising ca- 
pacity. 

Hess came into Publix last spring 
from RKO h. o. He had previously 
been with RKO in Chicago and also 
with Marks Bros. out there. 








F&M Buys Out Fox-WC 50% Share 
In Big Producing Firm—{ndependent 





Like Own—Only Tenant 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Ralph Like, owner of Interna- 
tional studio, is the only producer 
left on the rental lot. George W. 
Weeks’ Mayfair left for Metropoli- 
tan last week, and Phil Goldstone’s 
Majestic to Universal two weeks 
ago. 

Like put ‘Easy Millions’ into pro- 
duction today, with Fred Newmeyer 
directing. 


Newsreel Houses in 


Trouble Trying to 
Keep Up 25c Draw 


With admissions of a quarter, and 
even less, for shows two and three 
times as long, Broadway's two all- 
newsreel theatres are admittedly 
finding it difficult to keep to the 
25 cents standard, 

The Luxer as well as the Em- 
bassy is now going in for special 
exploitation. Luxer always went in 
for heavier marqueeing, not being 
content with just advertising the 
name and price in lights. 

Embassy, while adhering to the 
original policy of keeping Fox on 
the one side and Hearst on the 
other in bulbs, is using magnified 
tab illustrations and art drawings 
to furnish the eye attractor in the 
lobby and around the box office. 

Saturday attendances at the two 
houses remain about the same, fair, 
but considerable of the mid-week 
business is reported to be not so 
good. 














Extra Work Drops 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Slight slump in studio placements 
last week with the amount of money 
spent for extras going even lower, 
due to large number of $3 people 
used. Total for the week was 5,089. 

Biggest day was Feb. 9 and big- 
gest set was on (10) at Columbia 
where 410 spectators were used for 
‘Murder of the Circus Queen.’ 








Nelson’s Shorts 


Jack W. S. Nelson, former ex- 
change manager here for Educa- 
tional, has formed Borden Picture 
Corp., with headquarters at Metro- 
politan studios, 

He will make a series of educa- 
tional shorts, and has assembled 
footage taken in Kentucky for his 
first, ‘Trapping Kentucky Moon- 





shiners.’ 





Knocking the Sup Out of Supers 





Only Studio Bosses Supreme in Eyes of 
Many Directors 





Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Gradual downfall of the super- 
visory system in picture production 
has half the contracted directors at 
major studios working on their own 
with the exception of front office 
conferences when they get in a jam. 

Warners protably give their dl- 
rectors more of a free hand once 
production has started than any 
other studio. However, Metro has 
half a dozen directors who go about 
their business with a minimum of 
production advice. 

On the WB lot, Darryl Zanuck 
sits in on ali conferences during 
production with Hal Wallis, Henry 
Blanke and Ray Griffith acting as 
the go-betweens, each having the 
title of supervisor. Roy Del Ruth 
and Mervyn LeRoy have more or 
less of a free hand in their pictures, 
immediate supervision being at a 
minimum with the duo. George 
Arliss among the stars is in a like 
position. 

At Metro, 
Sidney Franklin 


Howard Hawks and 


have 





producer- ' 


director titles and are responsible 
only to Louis B. Mayer. Clarence 
Brown, Robert Leonard, George Hill 
and Sam Wood have limited super- 
vision. 

Another Trio on Own 

William K. Howard, Frank Bor- 
zage and John Ford take orders 
from the front office at Fox with 
direct supervision being practically 
out for the trio. 

On the Paramount lot, Ernst Lu- 
bitsch, Rouben Mamoulian and, be- 
fore he resigned, Joseph Von Stern- 
berg go their merry way without 
a boss except the studio head. 

John Stahl and James Whale at 
Universal are both allowed to com- 





Fanchon & Mareo during the past 
week acquired a 100% ownership of 
F. & M., Ince., by 
West 
stage 
$1,500,000. 

This does not mean that F. & M, 
have otherwise severed with F-WC, 
The two will continue in a booking 
affiliation. Besides buying full con- 
trol of the company. Fanchon & 


Marco secured additionally an ex- 
clusive booking arrangement with 
Fox West Coast for five years. 

With the purchase of Fox West 
Coast’s interest, Fanchon & Marco 
becomes independent. Firm is now 
unfettered by any theatre company 
control as was exercised in part’ by 
I'-WC. The buy also eliminates Fox 
Films from the F. & M. concern. 
This Fox films connection came 
through Fox's 100% ownership of 
F-Wwc, 

The new F. & M. set-up, F-WwC 
will have but one board representa- 
tive. This may be Charles Skouras, 
Latter is the active theatre opera- 
tor of Fox West Coast. 

Deal was started and completed 
in New York. Marco has been east 
for several weeks. Negotiations were 
completed after Charles Skouras 
came on from the coast, summoned 
here by his brother, Spyros, head of 
all Skouras theatre operations, 


Six-Year Partners 


The dissolution marks the termi- 
nation of a 4-year partnership be- 
tween the companies. In severing 
their financial co-responsibility, the 
two firms write finis to that earlier 
partnership agreement which was 
renewed only a year or so ago. Fan- 
chon & Marco as a company is now 
on its 11th year. 

In this time it has sprung for- 
ward as the leading stage show 
firm, with the longest route of any 
kind for live talent. This route 
runs around 22 weeks currently all 
of which springs from the time in 
in 1922 when the first F. & M. ‘Idea’ 
played at the Warfield, Frisco. Fol- 
lowing this, F. & M. produced other 
shows for Fox West Coast, finally 
culminating in a financial partner- 
ship. 

The F. & M. shows have since and 
are presently playing almost for 
every circuit besides independents 
in the U. S. and Canada, Its route 
reached peak in 1931 when a con- 
tinuous book of around 60 weeks 
was handled by F. & M. Presently 
the company has branch offices in 
several key cities, besides its studio 
plant in Hollywood and a subsidi- 
ary company office in New York. 


2,000 People Employed 


It employs a permanent force of 
around 2,000 persons with a weekly 
pcyroll estimated to run between 
$50,000 and $60,000. This was doubled 
in 1931. At that time F. & M. had 
around 6,000 people on its rolls, in- 
cluding talent of all kinds. 

The company has been Fox’s most 
consistent profit-maker. In 1931, 
when making a net of over $500,000, 
it was the only profitable subsidiary 
in the Fox Film set-up. Estimated 
profits for F&M’s 11 years may 
have amounted to around $2,500,000. 

In achieving independent opera- 
tion, F. x& M. places itself open to 
any kind of affiliation anywhere, a 
phase of its endeavors which was 
limited while financially partnered 
with F-WC. During the past year 
there have been formal propositions 
foran F. & M. affiliation from every 
major circuit, including Loew's and 
RKO, with the RKO thing almost 
becoming a fact, save that the 
F-WC partnership obstacled the ne- 


purchasing Fox 


Coast's 50° interest in the 


show company for around 


gotiations. Whether any of these 
negotiations will be revived is left 
open. 

No trade secret that Fanchon & 


Marco has long desired an inde- 
pendent status which would provide 
just this kind of opportunity. That 
this desire lurked back of the dis- 
solution aim is likely. 

Fanchon & Marco, who are brother 
and sister, started as a vaude team, 
graduating to a vaude revue which 


they produced themselves, They 


plete their pictures with but little |later staged the shows at Tait’s, 
advice from headquarters. when that spot was the leading cafe 
Letdown of supervision is mostly |in ’Frisco. It was here that Harry 
in the case of established directors | Arthur first glimpsed the pair, and 
who have made a rep for bringing |which meeting ultimately resulted 

in pictures with a minimum of|/in F. & M. going to F-WC. 
trouble. However, it has been | It also was through Arthur that 
marked in the past few months}|Fanchon & Marco shows began their 
vit os lrectors mentioned get- itrek eastward in 1931. Arthur, at 
lting more leeway in transferring |that time, was general manager of 

te the ss hall Fox eatres, east and west. 
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“The r new picture at Radio City Music : Hall this week is 
ene delightful entertainment... 


. Barrymore has a role that suits him perfectly ...a decidedly 
superior piece of film work ... rich in cynical humor . . . Barrymore 
Topaze is decidedly well worth seeing.” 
Rose Pelswick, N.Y. Eve. Journal 














is at all times superb.... 





“Probably the neatest, most adroitly , 
filled in character of the movie sea- 

n... beautifully directed by Harry 
7 D’Arrast...he has given Topaze a 
= quiet, tickling humor... Barrymore 
plays superbly... far superior to the 
play ... deserves to rank with the 
memorable creative performances 
of the theatrical season.” 


John S. Cohen, Jr., N.Y. Sun 


“John Barrymore shines in Topaze 
. he’s the whole show. . . obviously 
having the time of his life providing 
amusement for the spectators!... 

Topaze is a lot of fun.” 
Regina Crewe, N.Y. American 





“Topaze provides delightful cinema 
entertainment ...a smartly made 
piece ...a choice morsel for particu- 
lar audiences... we know you'll 
like Topaze.” 
Irene Thirer, N.Y. Daily News 
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f~RARRYMORE | 


[| You'll love the scoundrel] in 3 , 
MYRNA LOY 


from Adaptation by Benn W. Levy of Play by 
Marcel Pagnol. Directed by H. D’ Abbadie D’ Arrast 


An RKO-RADIO Picture bof |< course! 
David’ O.. Selznick,- executive *producer 


.. and look what’s coming right away... 


RICHARD DIX in “The Great Jasper’... LIONEL BARRYMORE 
in “Sweepings”...“Christopher Strong” with KATHARINE HEPBURN 
.»» CONSTANCE BENNETT in “Our Betters” AND THE BOX OFFICE 
GIANT ‘‘KING KONG’’... 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 
a change in Washington ought to 
be as good an excuse as anything 
else to give it inspiration. Some 
sort of upturn would be in the nat- 
ural order and its absence would 
break up the annual market pattern 
of the last three years, not to speak 
of a very ancient market tradition. 
Last year the seasonal upswing got 
under way considerably earlier than 
this, but the January move this 
year never got beyond the mild 
prodding of capital by the downtown 
investment and brokerage houses 
seeking to attract the investment 
of year-end dividends and interest 
payments. 
Look to Washington 

The market is looking to Wash- 
ington for the good news that is 
needed to break security prices out 
of their narrow range, for there is 
nothing in the picture of general 
business to hold out much hope of 
a basic change in the immediate 
future. 

Whatever the general market 
does this spring, there is small 
prospect of the amusement stocks 
participating to any great extent in 
a recovery. Trade situation is too 
mixed, with two of the large units 
in receiverships and the whole 
group of equity stocks dragging 
along near their all time bottom. 
Here the best that can be hoped is 
that the drastic adjustments now 
being made in the whole industry 
will have gone far enough by next 
fall to justify some constructive 
campaign in its securities. 

At this time their position {is 
pretty well on a dead center. Ad- 
justments such as scaling down ob- 
ligations and reshaping. capital 
structures are bound to be bitter 
medicine to stock and bondholders. 
Current business is not satisfactory 
and the best six months of the year 
are past. There is the usual yearly 
tapering box office demand just 
ahead as mild weather arrives and 
then the dull summer to be faced. 
By that time the trade feels the 
picture companies will have had a 
thorough house cleaning, reorgani- 
zations will be under way if not 
completed and the business will be 
prepared to enter a new season 
ready for action. 

There are many experienced mar- 
ket observers who believe that the 
film shares offer a good gambling 
chance of profit for the medium 
long pull, based principally on the 
theory that the group will be among 
the early stocks to undergo a dras- 
tic and thorough deflation and reor- 
ganization and will be in a favor- 
able position to take full advan- 
tage of any business improvement. 
This, however, is strictly a minority 
view. The bulk of traders continue 
to ignore the theatre stocks, an at- 
titude on the part of the majority, 
by the way, which pretty generally 
accompanies an impending change 
in the tide. 

Nothing of significance came out 





in last week’s trading. Volume was 
small (Saturday’s turnover, 345,000 
shares was the smallest for months) 
and prices unchanged to fraction- 
ally higher for the active common 
stocks. Loew’s threatened its recent 
bottom of 15% several times, but at 
the critical moment support was 
forthcoming. Price weakness, how- 
ever, developed in the preferred, 
which lost about 1% net to 50% and 
Metro-Goldwyn preferred gave way 
nearly 2 points on minor transac- 
tions. One sale of Warner's pre- 
ferred also was down. At 4% it 
was within a quarter of its former 
all-time low. 

Paramount topped the group in 
volume, but even that was small, 
13,000 compared to many times that 
recently. This issue moved fre- 
quently at % and fair sized blocks 
changed hands there, but the final 
was an eighth above that. RKO 
common had a suspicious looking 
bulge late Saturday when it did the 
best of the week at 1% after sinking 
to a new bottom at 1%. Old Or- 
pheum senior stock gained a frac- 
tion on minimum dealings, although 
that company is in bankruptcy. 

Consolidated Film held much of 
its gained ground with a fair de- 
mand based on reports that a div- 
idend on the preferred is likely for 
the first half year, at least one 
quarterly 50 cents being expected. 

Columbia last week yoted to pay 
the regular preferred dividend of 
75 cents on March 1 to stock of 
record of Feb. 16. Income state- 
ment made public at the same meet- 
ing showed net for the 13 weeks 
ending Sept. 24, 1933, at $220,028, 
equal, after all charges, federal 
taxes and payment of the $3 rate on 
the preferred, to $1,23 a share on 
the 167,885 shares outstanding. On 
this showing it was regarded as 
likely that the company would prob- 
ably make a dividend payment of 
50 cents for the first quarter of 1933. 
Stock was listless, however, show- 
ing a minor fractional gain on the 
week. 


The amusement bonds made an, 


excellent showing, suggesting anew 
repurchase of bonds thrown over- 
board during the flurry over the two 
receiverships. Maxtmum gains ap- 
peared in the Warner debentures 
which were up 3% on the week. 
Even the RKO debentures had a 
rebound from 8% to 10, while the two 
Paramounts moved up _ abreast, 
maintaining the puzzling relation 
which gives the 5%4’s a premium over 
the 6’s. Both advanced 1%, the 
turnover in the Par-Publix issue 
being enormous considering the 
dullnes elsewhere. The old Keith 
6’s went against the trend, declin- 
ing 2% net to 32%, the only minus 
sign among liens in the group. Oddly 
enough, it was the Keith bonds that 
resisted the pressure best when ur- 
gent selling was present several 
weeks ago throughout the amuse- 
ments. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Feb. 11: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 











7——1932-'33 —_, Net chg. 
High, Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low Last for wk. 
3% a: - > —eees American Seat..ccccsccccvccesce os ip 1% bid 
5% 1 2,400 Consol. Film....cccccsccsccssese 4 3% 3% + % 
14% 4% 2.100 Columbia FP. WtCc.rccccccccccccee 10 9% 9% +% 
11% 2 10,300 Consol. Film pfd........ eooe 11% 10 105% +% 
87% 35% 5,600 Eastman Kodak (3)..... coos 5D 5514 57% +% 
5% 1 1,600 Fox, Class A....- seeeee sere 1% 1% 1% oa 1% 
20% 8% 43,300 Gen. Elec. (40c.)...... ooee 14% 12% 14 +% 
80 . Oia ee Keith pfd.......... sesececccocce ee ay 8 bid 
37% 13% 7,400 Loew (3)..--sccccceccecceseesss 16% 155% 16% +% 
80 39 600 Do pref. (6%)..... cccccccceces WH 50% 50% —1% 
4% 1% 800 Madison Sq. Garden.........0-+ 6% 6 6% + % 
22% 14 400 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)....ceee++. 17 16% 16% =-—l% 
15 14% 40 Orpheum pfd....... eccscccceece & 1% 2% + % 
11% oA 13,100 Paramount .....csccccecscessess Me % % +% 
1% M4 1,300 Pathe Exchange.....ccccccecsss uw, 4s he 

5% 1% 400 Pathe, Class A.cesescccsccceses lly 1% 1% + % 
13% 2% 17,300 Radio Corp..... evescccoccccccee 4% 4 4% + % 
7% 1% 6,400 RKO  ...cccccccce 1% 1% + % 
50 10% «eee Universal pref. in 10% bid 
414 ly 6,100 Warner Bros.... 1% 1% +% 
20 4 Se. Se WeBincccus cant) occecseoe 4% 4% — % 
43%¢ 15% 17,7 Westinghouse 26 27% +15, 
15 4% ecece Columbia Picts... ..cccccesee eee ae — te 

1% 1g 3,400 De Forest Radio......eeee- eves is ts % 

2% % 400 Gen. Thea. E. pfd.....+.- eccoce Mw le dn 

41% %, 400 Technicolor ......+. ecccccccccce SH 3 3% + % 
Ble % 160 Trans Lux. .ccccccccccsscoes cco 68% 1% 1% 

BONDS 

7% 1 $3,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40..... 1% 1% 

63 24 22,000 Keith 6's, ‘46...... 32% 32% —2% 
90 64 103,000 Loew 6's, ‘41....-eesee- 65% 67% +1% 
80 49 2,000 Pathe 7’'6, '37.....++++++ ecceccce 51 53 + % 
60% 8% 49,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, 8% 10% =+1% 
55 6% 133,000 Par-Pub 5%'s, '59...... 95% ll +1% 
19 Bly 15,000 RKO debs 6'S....-.-+s+e6 beocen ae 814 10 +1% 
6 >  —. wbees Shubert 6'S.....ccccccscccccces » ‘ee we % | t 

40 9% 152,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39......++++. 18% 13% 175s +3% 

Over the Counter, N. Y. 
id. Asked, 
“— »1 Roxy, Class A (3.00)...--se+0+ ee ee oe ee 


72 2% hikes 
Gen. Theatre cfs. $13.000 all at 1%. 





Judgments 


Hyams; 
Works, 











$12,017. 


Jungle Films, Inc.; 5. 
Inc. ; 


Dora Maugham; Marel 

$2,807. ; 
Chateau Amusement Corp.; H. Saich; 
0 


Frank and Catherine Maienthau; Atlas 
Soundfilm Recording Studios, Inc.; $168. 





Delay Wurtzel Transfer 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Although three of his pictures are 
in production at the Fox Western 
avenue plant, Sol Wultzel will not 
move his headquarters from the 
Fox Hills studio for about two 
weeks. 





INCORPORATIONS 


Alabama 
Birmingham, Feb. 13. 
The Hauber Theatres, Inc., of Jack- 
son, Tenn.; O. C. Hauber, V. L. Kearney 
and Donald Weaver are the incorpora- 
tors; capital, $16,000. 
Texas 
Galveston, Feb. 13. 
Texas Theatre Company, Amarilio, 
Texas; moving pictures; capital $5,000. 
Incorporators: Ben Golding, Saliy E. 
Golding, James O. Golding. 


Charles Perley Dies 


Santa Ana, Cal. Feb. 13. 
Charles Perley, the actor, died 
suddenly of heart disease in his 
home here Friday (10). 





She Done Him Wrong 


(Continued from page 12) 


‘Frankie and Johnnie” All some- 
what cleaned up lyrically, but Mae 
couldn't sing a lullaby without mak- 
ing it sexy. 

A Bowery street set and a heavy 
interior of ‘Gus Jordan's joint’ are 
exceptionally good in appearance, 
and probably won't get many argu- 
ments about accuracy or lack of it. 
But the nifty looking chorus gals in 
the Bowery joint’s show don't seem 
to fit the location. 

Mae West in pictures should stand 
out just as she did in legit—as a 
distinct personality. There's no one 
just like her and she can be built 
up to mean something for film box 





offices. But she needs extreme care 
in the literary department. Also 
some nursing. This premature shove 
to the foreground could retard her) 
prc.ress. Obviously due to studio 
hunger for a new attraction, with 
Miss West expected to attract be- 
fore she is known, If not rushed 
she should be able to build ali by 
herself, Bige. 





TOPAZE 


Radio production and release. Starring 
John Barrymore. Directed by H. D’ Abba- 
die D’Arrast. Myrna Loy featured. From 
French play of same name by Marcel Pag- 
nol film, story by Benn W. Levy. Camera- 
man, Lucien Andriot. At Radio City 
Music Hall, New York, week Feb. 9%. 







Running time, 80 minutes. 

TORRES. ccccecesee eeeeeseee-JOhn Barrymore 
Coed. ceccee ccccccccesececcoeos cc MYIBS Loy 
Henri . eeee ecccececes.- Albert Conti 
Dr. Bomb eee svcceces+- Louis Alberni 
Baron ...cccces -«-Reginald Mason 
Baroness .....++ »-Jobyna Howland 
Charlemagne ... eeee.-Jdackie Searle 
Dr. Stegg seeee esecceeccecess Frank Reicher 





Picture made to order for the 
high brow and high hat clienteles 
in the metropolitan centers and pos- 
sibly from fair to an outright b.o. 
decliner from that grade down to 
the shooting galleries. Barrymore 
probably will help, but even with 
him the picture isn’t in the real 
money. On literary and acting 
merit, it ought to do well, but mis- 
cellaneous experiences by producers 
makes it evident that the fai. « 

_. siue won't take Continental 
comedy. 

It's a pity it’s true, but it is. 
There are other complications in- 
volved in this Radio subject. Screen 
rights were bought by Paramount 
in the first place. That company de- 
cided to make a French version and 
did so, passing up the American 
field completely, but reserving for- 
eign territory, a decision that at 
this stage of the picture’s evolution 
looks sound businesa. The essence 
of the whole matter is that the 
story, the characters and the whole 
satirical philosophy of the produc- 
tion are alien to American mass au- 
diences. There haven't been half a 
dozen foreign dramas that have 
clicked on the screen. A slim few 
French light comedies have done 
fairly well on the American stage, 
but there doesn’t come to mind a 
single French frivol that got to first 
base on the screen of this country. 
‘Congress Dances’ was snowed un- 
der by its alien atmosphere and 
humor, and even Chevalier’s last 
picture was injured by its Contin- 
ental flavor. 

So ‘Topaze’ goes down as a gal- 
lant but ill advised gesture by the 
Radio studio. Pity of the situation 
is that the story finds John Barry- 
more in probably the best bit of 
character high comedy he has ever 
done, certainly the best trouping in 
that vein in his whole screen ca- 
reer. For delicate balance, his per- 
formance is flawless. The Barry- 
more flourish is absent. Instead, 
he achieves a curious awkward 
grace, a sublimated clumsiness that 
is the essence of Prof. Topaze him- 
self, an honest, tiresome nitwit who 
nevertheless, brings a sympathetic 
lump into the throat. Truly a sim- 
ple, but arresting interpretation and 


| the only comedy character in which 


this many sided actor has found 
employment for the full stretch of 
his talents. 

Myrna Loy also takes on a new 
lustre, and in a part that is al- 
most utterly passive. Without any 
acting opportunity whatever, she 
creates a distinct atmosphere seem- 
ingly by no other means than self- 
effacement. Albert Conti, last word 
in Continental aplomb, completes a 
trio of players who leave nothing 
to be desired for high comedy effect. 
Whatever the picture’s fate, the 
director overlooked nothing to give 
it vitality. 

Fut no acting and no suavity of 
presentation can quite overcome the 
innate (for American purposes) de- 
ficiencies of the story for the gen- 
erality. There are long sequences 
where for surface dramatic effect, 
nothing happens in the story of this 
boobish school teacher who is trick- 
ed by French business and French | 
politics into participating in a/| 
swindle, only to turn a cheater of 
cheaters and fatten on those who 


tricked him out of his contented 
boobery. 
There is for instance a long 


episode in which Topaze, the school- 
master, develops the text of ‘Good 
vs. Evil’ to his small and restless 
pupils that would be very draggey | 
except for the light it throws upon | 
the inwardness of Topaze himself. | 


| Of anything like drama it is guilt- ' 





Hays in Double Feature Fite 





Mrs. Winter on Coast Circulating Public to 
Obtain Opinions 





less. Even where there might be 
some force in the action, it is de- 
signedly soft pedalled and the foot- 
age devoted to closeups of Barry- 
more is enormous. That doesn't 
make popular product for the mob 
ever, but in this case it does make 
swell class product 

Technical production is of the 
first grade, direction is signally 
good, and the screen treatment 
brings the story to a neat comedy 
finish. Rush. 


WHAT! NO BEER? 


Metro production and release. Co-star- 
ring Buster Keaton and Jimmy Durante. 





Directed by Edward Sedgwick. Story by 
Robert E. Hopkins; screen play, Carey 
Wilson; additional dialog, Jack Cluett. 
Camera, Harold Wenstrom; film editor, 
Frank Sullivan. Running time, 65 mins.. 
at the Capitol, New York, week commenc- 
ing Feb. 10. 

Elmer J. Butts.........+ ++..Buster Keaton 
Jimmy Potts....... ---Jimmy Durante 
Schultz..... ceulndtes cence eneeesé Rosco Ates 
Hortense..... eocceccoccoescees Phyllis Barry 
Butch Lorado..... db coneesecdonce John Miljan 
TORY .ccrccoorvee eveeccces eeee+-Henry Armetta 
Spike Moran..... Scoscecses Edward Brophy 
Mulligan...... TTY TITTTLTLL Charles Dunbar 
Chaise. ccccccceccccctocescoose Charles Giblyn 





Keaton and Durante here have a 
commercial little laugh picture. Not 
so strong for the A’s, if without 
strong stage support, but better in 
the others. It packs all the elements 
of mass appeal through the beer 
angle and is primed right down to 
the mob. 

Starts rather slowly and becomes 
almost banally hokey in spots, but 
strikes a fairly decent laff average. 
Some of the gags are Joemillers or 
‘College Humor.’ There's even the 
kangaroo gag about it being a na- 
tive of Australia (‘Gee, did my sis- 
ter marry one of them!’), but the 
Keaton-Durante fans will gloss over 
all of this. 

Schnoz is the organizer who for- 
sakes his barber’s chair to be the 
first with beer on the market, now 
that he thinks it’s legal. Keaton is 
the deadpan who finances the move 
because he wants to make a million 
for Phyllis Barry, the racketeer’s 
moll, Keaton’s dumb innocence is 
mistaken for the air of a cool Mas- 
ter mind as one mob moves in on 
his brewery. 

The hoke eventuates when the 
beer barrels on a steep grade roll 
down hill and upset the pursuing 
mobsters. That's quite a throwback 
to Sennett and Keystone, of course, 
but this, along with the other in- 
nocuous stuff, is made more or less 
palatable by Director Sedgwick, in 
view of the farcical theme and the 
natural mass sympathies on the 
brew situation. 

The free-beer punch has the 
townsmen chasing to the brewery, 
where they consume some 10,000 
gallons of beer and thus destroy all 
the evidence before the enforcement 
squad steps in. 

Most of the action centers around 
the rehabilitated brewery which 
Keaton’s 10 grand threw open. 
Three hoboes, Rosco Ates, Henry 
Armetta and another (Dunbar or 
Dolnan), are conveniently discovered 
biding in the abandoned brewery, 
where Schultz (Ates) is the expert 
brew-master. 

Schnozzle Durante as the high- 
pressure organizer and moving 
spirit in the beer-making dominates 
almost every scene, Keaton’s quiet, 
dead-pannery being about eclipsed 
as a result. It’s not so much that 
Keaton stooges Durante, as the 
script, while motivating an unre- 
quieted love interest around Keaton 
and Miss Barry, more or less favors 
Schnoz. And Durante’s own ener- 
getic profile-ing and hotchichacha, 
of course, more than takes full ad- 
vantage of all opportunities. 

The iris-out has Schnoz over a 
huge stein of foam with an ‘it won’t 
be long now’ tagline—an out-and- 
out bid for bourgeoisie approval. 

And with that element as a screen 
pioneer, plus the Keaton-Durante 
comedy investiture, there’s every in- 
dication that the mass appeal equa- 
tion should prove its box-office 
worth, Abel. 


Strange Adventure 


Chacwick production, Monogram release. 
Supervised by Trem Carr and directed by 
Phil Whitman. Leon Shamroy, camera. 
Story by Arthur Hoerl. Adaptation by Lee 
Chadwick. Cast: Regis Toomey, June 
Clyde, Lucille La Verne, Wm. V. Mong, 
Jason Robards, Eddie Phillips, Dwight 
Frye, Isabelle Vecki, Alan Roscoe, Nadine 
Dore, Snowflake, Wm. J. Humphrey, Harry 
Myers. At Loew's New York, one day, 
Feb. 7, on double bill. 
minates, 





This is an effort to use the girl 


reporter to put a little newness in| 


the mystery pattern in which there 
is a mysterious killing in a room- 


|ful of people, with all more or less 


under suspicion. Stilted dialog and 
slow speed do nothing 
story which is fair photographically 
but off on sound and direction. 
to an exact hour, it might have been 
better in 55, but not much better. 
It is a last resort as a singleton for 


Running time, 60} 


to help 4) 


Cc ; to emote, 
= |hall hostess. 
| wise to all the tricks, but falls for 


Holly wood, Feb. 13. 

First direct move by the coast 
Hays office towards possible elim- 
ination of double feature bookings, 
has been launched by Mrs. Thomas 
G. Winter, associate director of 
public relations, who is sending out 
a questionnaire to all key persons 
of the Better Picture movement, 
asking their views on the problem. 

Move is in conjunction with a 
nationwide inquiry started by the 
Hal Roach studios, in a serious at- 
tempt to clarify the situation 
through a survey, which it is hoped 
will give a general attitude of repre- 
sentative people who are influencing 
picture audiences everywhere. 

Questionnaire embraces three 
questions, and is labelled, ‘An effort 
to aid the motion picture producers 
and theatre owners to secure an 
unbiased expression from those who 
are theatre patrons regarding the 
presentation of double features.’ 
Questions are: 

She Asks Them! 

1.—Do you prefer patronizing the 
theatre showing double-features, 
namely two pictures, during one 
performance? 

2.—Would you prefer a more 
diversified program, ie. such as 
one good feature, supplemented by 
short comedy subjects, newsreel, 
etc? 

3.—What objections, if any, have 
you against the double-feature pol- 
icy? We will appreciate a compre- 
hensive summary of your opinion, 
and the general attitude of your 
membership. 

Pointing out in her general let- 
ter that the dual feature problem 
has reached a crucial stage, and 
that the matter of its continuance 
is the most debatable issue now 
confronting the picture industry, 
Mrs. Winter states that ‘producers 
seem to feel it is a detriment to 
good business; that it is an im- 
position on the theatre public to 
expect them to see a show that runs 
almost four hours.’ 

While the local Hays office has 
no hope of reaching the theatre 
patrons most vitally interested in 
dual programs, it does hope to get 
a comprehensive viewpoint of the 
key people of the Better Picture 
movement, and feels that through 
the current canvass a definite trend 
of public opinion will be obtained 
which will have a strong influence 
both on distributing organizations 
and theatre, and pave the way for 
dual bill elimination. 





all but the cheaper houses, but can 
fill out a tandem if the companion 
feature is good. 

Usual clutching hand character, 
cloaked and hooded, one of the sus- 
pects is hanged and another nearly 
killed by a thrown dagger and later 
kidnapped. Regis Toomey, as a 
detective sergeant, acts as master 
of ceremonies, with June Clyde as a 
wisecracking girl reporter who gets 
into the house where the newsmen 
are barred. She does nothing to 
solve the mystery, but brightens the 
scene now and then. 

Action all occurs between mid- 
night and dawn. Lucille La Verne 
goes overboard in one heavy scene, 
which is not her fault. Others 
merely feed the leads, it being that 
sort of story. Chic. 





Child of Manhattan 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Nancy Carrol!; features John Boles. Direc- 
tion, Eddie Buzzell; adaptation, Gertrude 
Purcell, from play by Preston Sturges; 


camera, Teddy Tetzlaff. Running time, 70 












mins. 
Madeleine McGonegal........ Nancy Carroll 
John Boles 
IIR nas ob 009-600 60 Warburton Gamble 
Aunt Sophie...... -e-+-Clara Blandick 
Mrs. McGonegal..........++:- Jane Darwell 
Buddy erresesstee 6.08800 00 06h des Gary Owen 
EMI cccccceaccece Cccccccccccee Betty Grable 
Bustamenteé.....sccocseseceees: Luis Alberni 
BIRR BEERMTO . cob a cccedvccccses Jessie Ralph 
Pamama Kelly. ..eccccccocccesss Charles Jones 
in ncuagead o0¢604560060he Tyler Brooke 
|  MPPPSTTeTTTTTy? Ll? Betty Kendall 
Program fodder, except that 
'there’s more simplicity than purity, 
jit should go to fair results and 
fought to hold up well in the nabes. 
i Film is from a stage play by the 
saine name, with a suspicion on all 
|sides at the time the play was pro- 
| duced that it was intended for pic- 
itures. It’s that kind of a picture. 
So implausible and so obviously 
manufactured for the screen that it 
lloses half its appeal immediately. 
| It’s hoke, baby shoes and all, plus 
ithe Cinderella yarn brought to a 10- 
|cent dance joint. 
|} Nancy Carroll gets a good chance 


and takes it, as the dance- 
She’s supposed to be 


(Continued on page 44) 
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Quick Rent Adjustments Sought 
By Publix Rec’ver—Avoid Closings 


Immediate adjustments of rent 
with landlords in Publix houses un- 
der receivership have followed ac- 
tion by courts, whether for friendly 
equity receivers or bankruptcy. 
Subsidiary theatre corporations of 
Paramount which are in receiver- 
ship, as well as subsidiary groups 
ji. the Publix Enterprises setup, are 
themselves negotiating deals with 
landlords, locally. 

Publix Onterprises, sirictly a 
holding company, is in bankruptcy 
receivership under George W. Top- 
liff, representing the Irving Trust. 
All rent‘readjustments in subsidiary 
groups of P. E., while under the su- 
pervision of Topliff as Irving Trust’s 
receiver appointee, are being han- 
dled locally by the theatres in their 
various localities. 

So far as reorganization is con- 
cerned, with high hepe that Publix 
Enterprises will not have to liqui- 
date many of its properties, rent 
readjustment is the first important 
step taken. Irving Trust and Top- 
liff are said to regard rent readjust- 
ments since declaration of P-P re- 
ceivership as very satisfactory. 

Thus far no action has been taken 
toward readjustment of film rental 
by houses in the Publix Enterprises 
setup, but it is expected this will 
shortly begin with new bookings, 
especially on a ‘bankruptcy basis’ 
satisfactory to the receiver. 


Reorganization 


Topliff is giving the P. E. theatre 
subsidiaries every possible advan- 
tage in their efforts to reorganize on 
@ proper basis. 

Attorneys appointed for Irving 
Trust have joined Topliff in quar- 
ters in the Publix portion of the 
Paramount building, along with a 
small staff of assistants and secre- 
taries. Attorneys are Winthrop, 
Stimson, Putnam & Roberts. 

Topliff is moving slowly and care- 
fully, studying the entire situation 
in all its ramifications, with aid of 
charts, analyses, etc., rather than 
jumping in rapidly to liquidate what 
might at first have seemed a hope- 
less business enterprise. 

Operation of all subsidiary com- 
panies in Publix Ent. will continue. 
There is no intention at this time to 
retard operation or stop it, simply 
as a result of the bankruptcy re- 
eeivership. 

In addition to rent relief in the- 
atres covered by receiverships, the- 
atres not affected, such as New 
ork and Brooklyn Paramounts, but 
which regard rent as too high, are 
locally trying for adjustments. 





Exploitation 





(Continued from page 15) 


Happened that a man turned up 
who possessed this accomplishment 
and he was sent to the theatre. A 
few days later one of the committee 
was surprised to find the man in a 
store window writing sales messages 
for a picture, using a cake of com- 
mon laundry soap whittled into 
sticks. Working from the inside of 
the giass, he naturally worked in 
reverse, and that was what was 
holding the crowd. To write back- 
ward with such facility seemed lit- 
tle short of marvelous to those who 
did not know that all engravers 
have to cut in reverse, and can do 
it quickly if they have to. 





Switchboard Girls’ Spiels 


Minneapolis. 

Phone operators at the Publix of- 
fices here include among their du- 
ties the selling of shows at Publix 
theatres to the publie. This is, of 
course, in addition to their task of 
attending to the switchboard calls. 

When an inquirer calls up to ask 
the name of the attraction playing 
at any particular Publix theatre, 
the central not only provides the 
title, but also in a few, well-chosen 


words, tells how good the picture 
is, the names of the stars and rea- 
s0ns why you should see it. It all 
sounds very spontaneous and seems 
to come from the heart, indicating 
maybe that the gals have to be good 
actresses as well as saleswomen 
and switchboard experts. 
Up to Public 
When the receivership of Par- 
amount and RKO broke in the news 
there was a lot of comment from 
the lay public, and one live wire 
hustled into the excitement with a 


placard reading: 
‘This theatre is not going into re- 








ceivership. It is not going to go 
into a receivership unless you fail 
to come in sufficient numbers. We 
shall offer the Paramount pictures 
as always, for the receivership does 
not affect the branches of the com- 
pany making and distributing the 
pictures. We'll keep right on giving 
you the pictures if you'll keep on 
coming.’ 

Locally the announcement got 
more attention than the wire news. 


——— 


W. W. Uniforms 


Boston. 
Victor Morris’ exploitation for 
‘The Big Drive’ here may aid other 
exhibitors. Vic hired on Legion 
vets, attired them in a dozen differ- 
ent varieties of world war uniforms, 
representing all the big nations, said 
costumes being rented from New 
York and sent as official. Had the 
boys pose in lobby, and parade the 
streets, attracting wide- attention. 
Morris figures idea will give 
thousands of men employment be- 
sides serving as efficient ballyhoo. 
Another house here used a world 
war museum in lobby, interesting 
but far less spectacular, 





Putting on Plenty 


George Brown has turned out a 
great press book for the first 
Wheeler and Woolsey picture under 
Columbia release, ‘So This Is Af- 
rica.’ It is double the page size of 
the usual press book or the equiva- 
lent of 24 pages of the usual size. 
There are enough exploitation 
stunts to keep a theatre going for 
a month, good publicity stuff and 
a number of accessories and two 
additional sheets of special ad mats. 

It’s one of the largest of the re- 
cent press books, but it’s not just 
bulk. It’s brains, too. Trust an old 
campaigner like Brown for that. 


Maybe 

Warners is out for a float in the 
inaugural parade of Pres. Roosevelt 
as the end of a ballyhoo that will 
stretch across the continent via spe- 
cial train. Will push the film, ‘42d 
Street.’ 

Where the laugh comes in in the 
press announcement is that ‘the 
float appearing in the parade will 
symbolize Better Times and also 
42d st. as the greatest theatrical 
street in the world.’ 

Minskys and the flea circus will 
be delighted. 








Stage Auto Show 


New Haven. 

Paramount worked out some nice 
general publicity in tieup with local 
auto dealers. Dealers paid for half- 
page advs. of week’s bill in return 
for auto display on stage plus a 
two-minute spiel at each perform- 
ance. Stunt was worked as a series, 
with a different dealer exhibiting 
and sponsoring adv. for each day, 
such as ‘Chrysler Day,’ ‘Chevrolet 
Day,’ etc. 





Regular Girls Do Best 


By CECILIA AGER 


‘Painted lips, painted eyes." 
The girls are blinking from the 
screen with slanting eyes, pouting 





with tortured mouth. Nineteen 
thirty-two and prettiness out. 
Brooding exoticism, that’s the 
thing. 


Joan Crawford discovered that 
by enlarging her mouth, outlining 
more heavily her eyes, she might 
not look like herself, but by all the 
gods of picture stars she looked like 
something. So her eyes grew 
blacker and her mouth more agon- 
ized until sometimes in ‘Rain’ she 
was an animated Totem pole. 

Girls are just girls in Hollywood 
too. Imitation lurks in the hearts 
of the little stars just as it does in 
the big ones. Now the wholesome 
lassies, the girls always cast as 
somebody’s daughter or somebody’s 
niece, are blotting out their fea- 
tures, leaving only staring eyes, 
twisted lips. 

Katharine Cornell always has her 
picture taken ugly; she’s doing all 
right. The palpitations engendered 
by Marlene Deitrich’s Satanic eye- 
brows, those thin lines that swing 
off to her temples like nothing hu- 


(Continued on page 55) 








Mansions Go 





~ For $75 Per 
In Hollywood 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Plenty of swank houses that cost 
up t@ $75,000 to build can be rented 
these days here and tin Beverly Hills 
for $75 to $100 monthly. A few 
years ago such small mansions 
couldn’t be rented for less than $300 
to $500 a month, 


String to the letting of the houses 
at this low rental is that those go- 
ing in must have good furniture. 
Argument here is that a house prop- 
erly furnished will sell better than 
an empty one, 

No leases are given under this 
system, with tenant agreeing to 
show the house at least once every 
two weeks to prospective buyers if 
there are any and an understand- 
ing that the tenants will move out 
at a week’s notice if a sale is put 
over. For this the occupant gets 
two months’ rent refunded. 

Another reason for putting in 
renters at this figure is to save 
plumbing fixtures and other remov- 
able objects which have been the 
prey lately of marauders. One 
house recently lost two bathtubs by 
theft. 








Doc Joe Lee Out of RKO After Curing 
Its ‘Sick’ Houses—$1,300,000 Profits 





Joe Lee, who earned the sobriquet 
of ‘Dr.’ for curing a circuit of 10 
RKO ‘sick’ picture theatres in 
3rooklyn, and whose string, a 
former loser, showed a profit of 
more than $1,300,000 in three years 


under Lee’s operation, is out as an 
RKO division manager. He has 
been offered a one house manager- 
ship but not known whether he'll 
accept. 

Lee started with RKO in 1929 as 
manager of the Orpheum, third run 
grind in downtown Brooklyn. The 
house had lost $60,000 the year be- 
fore, but in the first year under 
Lee’s management it made a profit 
of $12,000. Lee was then given the 
Greenpoint, which had dropped $40,- 
000 the year before, but which: 
turned in a $72,000 profit in the first 
year of ‘Dr.’ Lee’s treatment. 

The Bushwick was then added to 
Lee’s group. Although not a loser, 
it had finished only $400 above the | 
red the year before. In its first year | 
under Lee the Bushwick made $65,- 
000. 

RKO continued to turn its 
ones over to Lee until the 
reached a total of 10 houses, all in 
Brooklyn and Long Island. They 
were declared a division and Lee a 
division manager. 3esides the Or- 
pheum, Greenpoint and Bushwich, 





‘sick’ 


string | 








| 


the Lee theatres included the Dyker, 
Shore Road and Tilyou, all Brook- 
lyn; the Strand and Columbia in 
Far Rockaway, and one each in 
Rockaway Park and Cedarhurst. 


Successive Raises 


Following Lee’s successful opera- 
tion of the Orpheum and Greenpoint, 
RKO decided to give him more ‘sick’ 
theatres to cure, Lee and Joe 
Plunkett, who was then the RKO 
theatre operating head, made a new 
agreement by which Lee would get 
a raise in salary with each new the- 
atre added to his string. After the 
first couple of additions Lee’s sal- 
ary commenced to rise pretty high 
for a division manager. When RKO 
balked, Lee accepted the respons- 
ibility of six more theatres at no in- 
crease in salary. 

Before joining RKO Lee exploited 
Tom Mix, the late Harry Houdini 
and others. He applied the same 
ballyhoo methods to theatre man- 
agement and this was held chiefly 
responsible for the results he ob- 
tained. 

Another RKO division manager, 
Nat Holt, received his notice last 
week but this was later rescinded, 
with Holt now due to stay in Cin- 
cinnati as head of the Ohio theatre 
group. RKO had intended to bring 
Holt to New York as manager of 


‘average session at $14,000. 
| week the weather held back ‘20,000 


Sherman Beats Out Favorite at 306 
Presidential Election—Immediately 
Goes for Cut-Down of Bus. Agents 


vr 





BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 10) 


20-30 scale idea for weak flickers 
not working out properly. It was 
a valiant attempt by Len Mc- 
Laughlin, but the product scarcity 
was against him, 

Estimates for This Week 


Auditorium (Penn Mutual) (1,600; 
10-20-30) —‘Trailing the Killer’ 
(WW). House’s low scale try with 
indie product lasted only two weeks; 
the price was oke but not the prod- 
uct. Theatre goes dark for a couple 
of weeks while McLaughlin figures 
out a new way to light up the mar- 
quee. Both weeks around $3,500. 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 
45-55-65) —‘Employees’ Entrance’ 
(WB) and vaude. Georgie Price on 
stage doesn’t mean much. Femme 
shoppers are being pulled three 
ways this week, with pash attrac- 
tions at this and two other down- 
town spots. This one looks like an 
Last 


Years in Sing Sing’ (WB) to $16,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,400; 
°5-35-45-55-65)—‘Parachute Jumper’ 
(WBB) and vaude. Duncan Sisters 
reunited on the rostrum. House 
sticks to average gross also, show- 
ing nothing outstanding either on 
stage or screen from early indica- 
tions. Maybe $12,000. Previous 
session was a serious disappoint- 
ment in Harry Richman’s personal, 
who starved the house down to $11,- 
800, with ‘Sailor Be Good’ (RKO) 
feature. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 30- 
40-50)—‘Women They Talk About’ 
(WB). On draw it’s Barbara Stan- 
wyck. Heading for $5,000, steady 
profit for this spot. Last week 
drew in the kids for ‘Nagana’ (U) 
to $5,400, very good. 

Maryland (Penn Mutual) (1,900; 
55-83-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Rasputin’ (MG). 
Fortnight for this roadshow slid off 
badly in the second week, again tak- 
ing the weather into consideration; 
$4,300 for the second portion. House 
back to legit, opening tonight (13) 
with Katharine Cornell ‘Alien Corn’ 
premiere. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-40-50) 
—‘State Fair’ (Fox). A big one from 
Fox and happying the box office to 
$7,000, powerful in comparison with 
former grosses lately. Last week, 
for instance, was only $3,900 for 
‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col). 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
45-55-65)—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). 
Pop run looks for $16,000, okay. 
These pop runs are closing up near- 
er to roadshowings, this one being 
separated from its local roadshow 
by only a scant number of weeks. 
Weather slapped ‘Kid from Spain’ 
(UA) hard last week and held down 
an early terrific pace to $19,800. 


‘Cross,’ Port., $8,000, Beat 
For House Since Sound 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 18. 

Broadway is boosting its gross 
this week with ‘Sign of the Cross’ 
in line for best biz in that house 
since it went all sound. 

Fox will roadshow ‘Cavalcade’ in: 
the Rialto at $1.10 top, and buildup 
exploitation has already started in 
advance of opening. 

‘Kid from Spain,’ now in its sec- 
ond week at the United Artists, is 
holding up to okay biz. First week 
put the small house of 1,000 seats 
into top spot of the burg’s grosses. 

Two very quiet weeks for the 
Orpheum with ‘Hard to Handle’ and 
‘No Other Woman.’ This house has 
the only stage units in the burg but 
the edge is dulling on that as b. o. 
draw. Stage units swell the nut at 
least three grand without name 
acts and no signs at the present 
writing of there being that much 
extra biz in the burg for flesh shows. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 

25-40)—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). 














As president of New York opera- 
tors, Local 306, Harry Sherman's 
first decision is in the direction 
of executive economy. He is hop- 
ing to force through a resolution at 
an early date which will reduce the 
number of business agents from 
four to two. 

While appointing four, as required 
by local’s by-laws, on his entrance 
into office, Sherman contemplates 
calling a meeting shortly and pro- 


pose elimination of two of the men. 
At the same time, Sherman wants 
to relieve himself of appointing 
powers in future, by a resolution 
which would dictate that two busi- 
ness agents shall be elected, start- 
ing with the next regular election 
in December. 

Sherman took office yesterday as 
the 306 president, following his vic- 
tory over two opponents at a special 
election Friday (10). His desire to 
reduce business agents to two, 
starting with next December's elec- 
tion if not sooner, is looked upon as 
an attempt by Sherman to avoid 
any possibility of feeling within his 
local that he hankers for the power 
and politics involved in appoint- 
ments. 

Less Salary 

As president of 306, Sherman wiii 
receive $21,000 annually. This is 
under the salary he has received 
as Publix’s labor executive. Sher- 
man ended with Publix Saturday 
(11), turning in his resignation ef- 
fective that date. John Sullivan, as- 
sistant to Sherman, also resigned 
Saturday (11) and followed Sher- 
man into 306. 

Up until two days prior to the 
306 election Friday (10), Sherman 
was not the favorite, monn Mack- 
ler, one of his opponents, ‘being at 
two-to-one. A hot debate Thursday 
night (9) between Mackler and the 
fiery, speak-his-mind Sherman, 
turned the tide. Results were Sher- 
man, 530; Mackler, 350 and Howard 
Paxton, 93. 

Paxton was the candidate on the 
‘Sam Kaplan ticket.’ His number of 
votes when compared to that of 
opponents was about the average 
the other candidates of Kaplan re- 
ceived. It was a washout for any- 
one proposed by Kaplan. 

Charles Thide, leader in the fight 
to oust Kaplan, was elected vice- 
president by 510 votes out of a total 
of 953. George Reeves was elected 
recording secretary, Charles Beck- 
man financial secretary, and Thomas 
Mitchell sergeant-at-arms. 

Sherman goes into 306 as the 
choice of the LA.T.S.E., which toss- 
ed out Kaplan. He has been the 
IA favorite for a long time and 
would probably have been appointed 
to the prexy post by the IA if it had 
been a question of appointment 
rather than a special election. 





Going good and in line for big $8,- 
000. Last week ‘20,000 Years’ (FN) 
poor at $5,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-55)— 
‘Lucky Devil’ (RKO) and vaude 
with stage band. Away off at $3,500. 
sast week ‘No Other Woman’ 
(RKO). Mild on take of $4,700. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-55)—‘Kid from Spain’ (UA). 
In second week and doing nicely for 
about $4,000. First week topped the 
burg’s grosses for the week in this 
small house with $7,000, plenty good. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Hard to Handle’ (WB). Clicking 
fairly and should get $4,000. Last 
week ‘Ladies They Talk About’ 
(WB) just average at $3,300. 

Liberty (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 15- 
25)—‘Match King’ (FN). Looks good 
for pretty nice $3,500. Last week 
‘Central Park’ (WB), $3,000. 





Picture Possibilities 











the Albee, Brooklyn. 


material. 


‘Bad Manners’—Unfavorable 
‘BAD MANNERS’ (Comedy, W. A. 


Brady, Sr., Playhouse). 


Too lightweight as a stage play. No indicated value for screen, Ibee. 
‘Evensong’—Favorable 

‘EVENSONG’ (Comedy drama, Selwyn & Jackson, Selwyn). 

Should make a good feature. Rights may have been disposed of in 
England, where show was originally produced. Ibee. 

‘Before Morning’—Favorable 
‘BEFORE MORNING’ (Melodrama, Bannister and Norman, Ritz). 
Polite mystery play which should make a picture with additional 
Ibee. 
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¢ ANOTHER FOX RECORD? 
and in times like this, too! 


©112 day-and-date openings (Feb. 9-10) 
beating “Sunny Side Up's” long- 
standing record... 


@ RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, 


now look at these: 
New York. Broke house record 
with 182,217 admissions in one week. 


era (3 al LOEW’S STATE, Los Angeles. 
, Broke all time attendance records. 
Biggest gross since sound came in 
despite lower prices. 
NEW ROXY, New York. Capa- 
city crowds all week. Booked into 


Palace Theatre to accommodate 











JANET WILL overflow. 
G AYNOR ROGERS UNITED ARTISTS, El Centro. 
Smashed all records. Gross 42 per 
LEW SALLY - ay al oe yore 
AYRES  ELLERS | cero knciy, opening 
reign ee nit we re ae bso 4 
FOSTER DRESSER In Phoenix, Ariz. and Santa Bar- 
FRANK VICTOR bara, Cal. first two days equalled 
C « AV J | J © | x Y average week’s business. 
Story by PHIL STONG Screen play by Sonya Levien and Paul Green If this is a depression, who cares 
HENRY KING Producion a 
5 OE TURE Ae 
L e Every day brings great news of FOX: sie 
| Every day makes i it surer and surer pea - he. FO . One of the 
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Cavalcade of HITS 
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SAVING THE NEIGHBORHOODS 





WB May Incorporate All Theatres ‘BY cTOP OF UT 


Separately as They Have in Penn. 








Incorporating individual theatres 
in Penn., is admitted by Warners 
a forerunner of what may prevail 
for its entire theatre circuit. Ad- 
vantages of separate corporations, 
especially in bad times, are numer- 
ous, Warnerites declare. 

Operation of circuit and general 
Warner theatre policy will not be 
effected by the legal move, it is 
held. 





Harrisburg, Feb. 13. 

State Department has _ received 
applications from 41 theatres in 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and vicin- 
ities near those cities for Pennsyl- 
vania charters. Applicants are af- 
filiated with Warner’ Brothers, 
which corporation deposited $1,640 
to cover all fees. 

The incorporators are the same 
in each instance, Philip J. Raff, 295 
West llth street, New York City; 
William J. McGowan, Jr., 7131 Lou- 
ise road, Philadelphia, and Louis 8S. 
Aldrich, 321 West 44th street, New 
York City. The number of shares 
without nominal or par value that 
may be issued is 1,000 by each in- 
dividual corporation, the stated cap- 
ital applicable being $5,000, 10% of 
which has been paid to the corpora- 
tion’s treasurer. 

Each theatre plans to begin bus!- 
mess with $500 capital. 

Companies applying for charters 

re: 

a Theatre Co., Phila. 

Jefferson-Park Co., Phila. 

Opera House Co., Ambler. 


tor Strantoy Co., Reading. 
Quee 3 Co. Reading. 


ng. 
., Reading. 
Reading. 
Tarentum. 
People’s Theatre Co., Tarentum. 
Park Theatre Co., Johnstown, 
Premier Theatre Corp. 
Amusement Enterprises, 
‘Northeastern Amuse. C 


Germantown. 


Clearwater Realty Co. 

Phoenix Theatrical Corp. 

Lindrome Theatrical Co. 
Cameraphone Theatre Co., Pittsburgh. 
Building Thatre Co., Pittsburgh. 
Arcadia Theatre Co., Reading. 

Wm. Penn Theatre Co., Pittsburgh. 
Palace Theatre Co., Pittsburgh. 
Model Theatre Co., Pittsburgh. 
Harris Theatre Co., Pittsburgh, 
World Theatre Co., Phila. 

Lindy Amusement Co. 

Ritz Theatre Co., New Kensington, 
Victor Theatre Co., McKeesport. 
Strand Theatre Co., Gettysburg. 
McKeesport Theatre Co. 

Wesleyyille Theatres Corp. 


Holme Theatre Co., Holmesburg. 
Liberty Theatre Co., Donora, 
Donora Theatre Co., Donora. 
Butler Theatre Co., Butler. 
Ambridge Theatre Co., Ambridge. 
Theatre Co., Altoona, 

Ambler Theatre Co., Ambler. 





2-FEATURE EMPIRE 
GOES TO 1ST RUNS 


Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 13. 

Empire, devoted to repeats on a 
double feature basis since its op- 
eration by the Skouras interests, 
this week begins an expirement 
with a first run policy which may 
determine the future status of the 
house. 

Playing ‘State Fair,’ Empire has 
advanced its price scale from 15-20 
to 25-40, the level maintained by 
other principal theatres. 


Oriental Deal Off 


Harry Arthur and Mike Marco’s 
deal with Balabn & Katz for the 
Oriental, Chicago, is off, due to B. 
& K.’s insistence on straight rental. 
New operators of the old Roxy, New 
York, wanted the loop picture house 
On percentage. 

The Arthur-Marco plans for the 
Oriental involved a two-bit policy 
along the lines of that presently at 
the Roxy. 


MILLSTEIN’S RETURN 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 

After almost a year as sales man- 
ager for Universal’s shorts, Harry 
Millstein has returned to Pittsburgh, 
as again manager of the local U ex- 
change. 

He succeeds Max Cohen, who re- 
turns to the New York head- 
quarters. 

















Daily Pre-view of Features Becomes 
Necessary in Chicago 





Chicago, Feb. 13. 


booking, and exploitation staffs of 
Balaban and Katz are now spend- 
ing from 11-1 daily in the projection 
room, This contrasts with the 
former system of devoting only one 
day, Wednesday, to the projection 
room. 

Behind this set-up with its de- 
mands on everybody’s time is the 
chaotic conditions of today. All of 
the persons involved must be fa- 
miliar with from two to three times 
as many of the current releases as 
formerly necessary. 

Previously the product was di- 
vided in advance between weekly 
change and extended run houses and 
the two groups did not have to 
overlap. Now all features must be 
pre-viewed in projection rooms for 
the reason that booking switches 
are so frequent, the practice of 


engagement is so common, and the 
flops of touted pictures so confus- 
ing that a film intended for the 
Roosevelt may land in the Oriental, 


Some 15 members of the operating, : 


yanking pictures short of their full! 


ADMISSIONS 


Indie Leaders Reported 
Agreed on This Solution 
—50% of Exhibitors on 
Brink of Collapse, They 
Say 


B&K WORRIERS | 





CAN’T LAST LONG 





If neighborhood houses are to 
survive show business must have a 
showdown. Headed by Charles 
‘O’Reilly independent leaders hold 
that fully 50% of the mass of ex- 
hibitors in cities proper are today 
on the brink of collapse, that the 
crisis will come before summer and 
that the only possible way to delay 
or avert it is by key theatres estop- 
ping immediately further slashes in 
admissions. 

There is an alternative being pre- 
sented to the producers. This is 
that if the price war continues with 
circuits, in and out of receiverships, 
taking the initiative, then a mora- 
torium on prctection should be es- 
tablished and the indie should, at 
least, have the opportunity of pre- 
senting pictures at about the same 
time. 





or one intended for McVickers may 
go to the Chicago theatre. 

In other words, the old regime 
could say, “‘That’s one of your pic- 





tures, you worry about it,’ but to- 


| day everybody belongs to a soviet 
:of worriers. About 9 features a 


week are pre-viewed. 


GEO. WALSH IN CHARGE 
OF PUBLIX N. Y. HOUSES 


In appointment of George Walsh 
as Publix operator over upstate 
New York properties, taking in 
everything excepting New York, 
Brooklyn and Staten Island, Harry 
Royster and George Kavanaugh, 
district managers, are demoted, 

Royster, who has operated a dis- 
trict out of Rochester, takes over 
the management of two houses in 
that city, Regent and Century, for 
Walsh. Kavanaugh goes into Peeks- 
kill, N. Y., over the Paramount 
there. He formerly had the Hudson 
River district. 

Eastern Ohic is no longer tied 
into the western New York district 
as a result of receiverships in that 
state, including towns that are af- 
fected by the Publix Enterprises 
bankruptcy. 

Walsh will direct operation of the 
New York houses under him from 
the Publix h. o. on the payroll of 
the upstate group. 


B&P’s May Go Skouras 


Fromer Bradder and Pollak the- 
atres operated by RKO in New 
Jersey may go to Skouras under a 
new deal which receivers for RKO 
are considering. The Skouras nego- 
tiation is part of RKO’s general 
plan on reorganization of the com- 
pany’s theatre end. 

Skouras’ takeover of the B. & P. 
spots would give Skouras around 
23 theatres in Jersey, as the broth- 
ers already operate around 16 in 
that territory. The B. & P. spots 
number around seven, mostly in 
smal] towns. 

















Coles Goes to Poston 


Marian Coles, Publix executive 


porations in that territory, number- 
ing around 60. He left New York 
Sunday (12). 

Up to time of his transfer from 





some of the subsids. 


is transferring to Boston as treas- | 
urer of all the Publix Theatre cor- | 


the h.o., Coles was secretary and 
assistant treasurer of Publix Thea- 
trés Corp., as well as a director of 
various Publix subsidiaries. He also 
occupied title of treasurer with! 


Under present conditions the 
neighborhood exhibitor has only one 
sales point left. This is the con- 
venience of his location for the 
neighborhood picturegoers. 

Observing this and that double 
features, trick gift nights, two-for- 
ones and all of the others are flops 
in the hands of the indie alongside 
of dime morning admissions of first 
run circuit houses, O’Reilly, as the 
indie spokesmen, declares it would 
be better for the entire industry to 
shut down over the summer and 
concentrate on general livable re- 
adjustment and reorganization than 
to continue on its present plane. 

Stressing the need of immediate 
aid for the neighborhooder O’Reilly 
maintains that the fruits of decen- 
tralization and whatever influence 
receiverships have in reducing 
leases may come too late. 

Unbelievably Low 

The neighborhooder cannot be ex- 
pected to last long in a competi- 
tion, remarks the Theatre Owners’ 
Chamber of Commerce head, when 
top runs are now charging admis- 
sions which even he would have 
laughed at for his own box office a 
few years ago. 

For every indie who is forced to 
close, O’Reilly reminds, other the- 
atres are being compelled to take 
on such loss, Unless the admis- 
sions war is stopped or picture 
classes and runs are combined into 
one general category of release, it 
won’t be many months from now 
when the producer will have to get 
his Hollywood overhead from his 
own theatres. 

In New York city the center of 
attack is not aimed so much at the 
reduction in Broadway admissions 
and the novelties of Radio City. Ex- 
hibitors up in the Bronx declare 
they won’t bave to take this seri- 
ously until Broadway sends a free 
bus up for its patrons. The charges 
here are directed specifically at 
more immediate circuit competition 
which reaches directly into the 
neighborhoods. 


Stickelmeyer in Ohio 


Toledo, O., Feb. 13. 

Henry Stickelmeyer, division 
manager at Chicago over the In- 
diana territory, is coming in here 
within a week to operate all of Ohio 
|} for Publix receivers. He will head- 
quarter here, operating two Toledo 
| houses as well. 
' Charles Kurtzman, in 


locally, 














charge 


Claudia Coleman in Pix 
Hollywood, Feb. 


13. 


| Claudia Coleman, vaude, gets her 
picture break in Fox’s ‘Warrior's 
Husband.’ She plays one of the/ 


|! Amazon women. 


intends going to New York. | 











Indigestion 








That five-day week may be 
great with the unions, but it’s 
driving house managers with 
stage shows nuts. Reason is 
the weekly gumming up of 
light cues back stage and in 
the booth when the new men 
come on, 

Most of the managers, how- 
ever, have arranged for their 
regular boys to be on for re- 
hearsals and the first couple of 
days of the new show. When 
the union boys change over 
that’s the day the managers 
go for a walk. They've found 
their digestion is delicate 
enough as is. 


9 N. Y. BILLS AFFECTING 
BOX OFFICES IF PASSED 


Albany, N. Y. 

Five new bills pertaining to 
amusements were introduced in the 
state legislature last week. A move- 
ment was launched to bar from the 
state any film creating a false im- 
pression of the conduct of public 
officials or undermine public con- 
fidence in them. Assemblyman 
Irwin Steingut, minority leader of 
the lower house and Senator Jere- 
miah F. Twomey, Brooklyn Demo- 
crat, are ihe sponsors. 

A 10% tax is proposed in a bill 
on admission to amusement shows, 
applying to all entertainments with 
box offices, where the proceeds are 
not donated to charity. 

Marathon dance contests would be 
prohibited in another bill. 

Dramatic and stage performances 
as well as motion pictures, would 
be allowed Sunday in communities 
where there exists an ordinance al- 
ready permitting Sunday films. Any 
city, town or village would be per- 
mitted to adopt any such ordinance. 

Another bill would permit any 
governing body of a city, or village 
to pass an ordinance allowing the- 
atre owners to permit children over 
the age of 10 admission to shows 
unaccompanied by their parents or 
guardians or other adult persons. 
The theatres, however, would have 
to exhibit only those films approved 
and designated by the education de- 
partment as especially suited for 
children under 16. 


CATHOLIC GUILD SHORTS 


_— 

















Its Members Will Appear in Reels 
Made by Glucksman—25% Split 





A deal has been entered into be- 
tween the Catholic Actors’ Guild 
and E. M. Glucksman under which 
the Guild will benefit to 25% of the 
proceeds from shorts to be pro- 
duced by Glucksman, 

In return the Guild agrees to fur- 
nish gratis from its lengthy mem- 
bership holding all of the prominent 
Catholic professionals of the east, 
any of those members as requested 
by Glucksman to take part in the 
shorts, 

It’s somewhat similar to deals 
made not so long ago by the Lambs, 
and also the Masquers in Holly- 
wood. 


I. M. Halperin Out 








| 


Detroit, Feb. 13. 

I, M. Halperin is out as divisior 
manager of Publix Michigan t 
| tres here this week. N. M. P. Att 
| returns to top position locally 
ing responsible directly to J 
| Balaban in Chicago. Halperi 
been in the local pictur 


' 
j time and is a nephew o 
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Several Circuits Publix-Affiliated 
May Avoid Receiverships Though 
Some May Have to Go Bath Later 





Publix Theatres Corp., an oper- 
ating and servicing company, and 
various important theatre subsid- 
iaries of Paramount-Publix, notably 
Balaban & Katz, Great States and 
Famous Players-Canadian, are not 
expected to be forced into receiver- 
ship. Others of lesser importance, 
such as Netoco in New England and 
Paschall Texas circuit, also are de- 
clared to have big odds in their 
favor against receivership. 

As a means of protection it may 
be that ancillary receivers. will 
eventually be appointed over most 
all P-P theatre and other properties. 
This has occurred so far in Chi- 
cago, with Adolph Zukor and 
Charles D. Hilles ancillary receivers 
over P-P properties in that terri- 
tory, which presumably would take 
in everything owned there, includ- 
ing theatres and film exchanges. 
P-P controls a 96% interest in 
B&K, which in turn controls Great 
States (Illinois) 100%. B&K also 
controls the Publix-Kunsky inter- 
ests in Detroit, which may be even- 
tually forced into receivership. B&K 
itself is pictured by Paramount as 
‘solid as a rock.’ 

Ancillary receivers, again Zukor 
and Hilles, have been appointed in 
Los Angeles over everything there, 
taking in theatres (Paramount, 
L. A.), studio and exchange prop- 
erties. 

Under ancillary actions receive>- 
ships are subject to the receivership 
of the court of original jurisdiction, 
which in the case of Chicago and 
L. A. would be the Paramount-Pub- 
lix parent co.’s receivership. 

For the northern district of Ohio 
a receivership ancillary to the Pub- 
lix Enterprises bankruptcy has 
been ordered. This is over the Pub- 
lix-Ohio Corp., which during past 
week went into bankruptcy with Al 
Ruben as receiver and takes in 
among other spots Toledo and 
Freemont. Publix-Ohio Corp. is a 
subsid of Publix Enterprises. 


Pending in Utah 


A pending receivership action 
hangs over the Publix-Utah prop- 
erties as the result of a suit brought 
by Louis Marcus as landlord. Mar- 
cus asks that a receiver be ap- 
pointed to manage the properties, 
taking in theatres in Salt Lake City, 
Ogden, Provo and other towns. 

Marcus is now mayor of Salt 
Lake City. He was a former Pub- 
lix operating partner in Utah. A 
week ago Marcus came into New 
York trying for a settlement with 
Publix, his suit following unsuc- 
cessful efforts in that direction. He 
left New York Wednesday (8). 

During the past week a receiver 
was appointed over six theatres 
in the Publix-O’Donnell division, 
which as a group is known as 
Southern Enterprises of Texas, 
Houses are Worth, Fort Worth; 
Metropolitan, Queen and _ Kirby, 
Houston, and Melba and Palace, 
Dallas. Clarence Linz was named 
receiver. Other houses in the 
O’Donnell setup, around 15, are un- 
affected. 

As with the Paschal! string (old 
Dent circuit) the remaining 15 are 
looked upon as likely to avoid re- 
ceivership. Only a minority of the 
Saenger houses are actually affected 
by the receivership in that chain, 
San Antonio Amusement Co., Pub- 
lix partnership with W. C. Lytell, 
is unaffected as well by southern 
receiver actions. 

E. J. Sparks, who has all of Flor- 
|} ida with exception of two theatres 
j in Pensacola owned by Saenger, 
j}may pull through without a re- 
ceiver. Same is held true probably 
|of Mike Shea's setup in Buffalo. 
Kincey & Wilby, as well as varie 

3 le r partnerships in the south, 
making every effort to 
ivership except where 

affected by the P. E. 
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{s a result of landlord suits in 
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SWEEPING THE NA 


IN HER FIRST 
STARRING VEHICLE , 


“SHE DONE 
IM WRONG” 


Playing to Capacity 
Audiences Everywhere 



















The Critics Are Never Wrong 











“This is Mae West Week at the “Hearty, hilarious and handsomely 
Paramount, and personally we'd rowdy motion picture. It is one of 
rather have it that kind of a week the grandest things about Miss 
than almost any other we can think West’s robust comedy.”’—Richard 
of.”—Thornton Delehanty, Evening Watts, Jr., Herald Tribune. 
Post. a 

“Miss West gives a highly amusing 
“Her inimitable manner makes performance and supplements her 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ strong for appearance by lending her swagger- 
the box office, and besides there is ing talents to the s‘age show.”—4 
the hot personality of Miss West in A. D. Sennwald, New York Times. 





the flesh on the stage.’’—Irene 
Thirer, Daily News. 

eaareheaenmeminstaotee “Mae West is the most colorful per 
sonality acquired by the talkies.”—4 
“Mae West’s a wow!” — Regina Bland Johaneson, Daily Mirror. 


Carewe, New York American. ——— ) 





“Don’t miss Miss West in ‘She Done 


“You’ve got to see it if you have Him Wrong.’ You might just as 
time or not. Miss West is starred well sit on and sce the film a second 
in a first-rate entertainment.”— time.”—Rose Pelswick, New York 
Wm. Boehn-!l. World-Telegram., Evening Journal, 





PERXRSONAL APPEARANCE THIS WEEK (FEB. 9) 
AND HELD OVER 2nd WEEK (FEB. 16) 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


BREAKING ALL HOUSE RECORDS !! 


Exclusive Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. Personal Management: MURRAY FEIL 
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10c Ist-Runs in Minneapolis Loop 





7th St. Trying It—Naborhooders Complain- 


ing—Other Downtowners 





Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 

First runs at 10c have hit the lo- 
eal loop, making a new box office 
low. Seventh Street theatre is in- 
atituting the dime price effective 
until 6:30 p. m, daily, after which 
time it goes to 20c. House, using 
a considerable number of first-runs 
recently, including such pictures as 
‘Night Mayor,’ had been charging 
15c up to 6:30 p. m. Second runs 
and occasional third runs alternate 
with the first runs and there are 
three changes a week. 

As a result of this reduction, a 
price war now threatens in the loop. 
Pantages, another independent grind 
third-run house, charges a flat l5dc 





price throughout. Publix Palace, 
with a similar policy, hasa 15c scale, 
while the Publix Aster, using some 
first runs along with second and 
thirds, charges 15c up to 6:30 p. m. 
and 25c at night. 

Bill Elson, independent operator, 
runs the Seventh Street theatre 
along with several other houses in 
other cities, The theatre is the old 
RKO Orpheum and once was the 
town’s big-time vaudeville house. 

Independent neighborhood exhibi- 
tors are up in arms over the low 
scales in loop houses which get 
playing time preference over them. 
Cancellations of numerous pictures 
have been threatened, 








EDGAR 


sketches. 


NEW YORK. 


CHARLIE (dummy) McCARTHY 





Under Management and Manipulation of 


“Ventriloquist” 


There is no truth in the rumor that { am splitting with 
Bergen and going to do a single. 
play leads in Bergen’s future Vitaphone and vaudeville 


“AFRICA SPEAKS—ENCLISH,” 
SEVENTH VITAPHONE FOR WARNER BROS., 
NOW AT THE WINTER GARDEN THEATRE, 


Sailing on M. S. Kungsholm March 17 on South Amer- 
ican cruise, returning in April. 


{ will continue to 


BERGEN'’S 








—— 





CHICAGO 





ANN 
GREENWAY 


(Late Feature “Face the Music” Co.) 
OPENING FEB. 17 


CHICAGO 


Also Appearing Nightly at 
Chicago’s Newest and Smarest Rendezvous 


WALNUT ROOM 


BISMARCK HOTEL 





THEATRE 








SOME RKO DIV. MGRS. 
MAY BE SWITCHED 


There is likely to be a general 
switch of divisional operators on the 
RKO theatre end as the company's 
reorganization under the receiver- 
ship progresses. This will eer 








just as soon as the company gets set 
for a switchback of a number of its 
houses to former owners of new 
operators. 

Divisions which may be affected 
include the middle west, the coast 
and the south, besides one or two 
spots around New York. 


It is probably that Charles Koer- | 
ner, presently divisional manager in 
the south for the Hoblitzelle houses, 
may come north into another post. 
Nat Holt, divisional director in the 
middle west and who holds a con- 
tract with the company, may be 
shifted eastward. Nate Blumenberg 
will continue at Chicago, in charge 
of Orpheum houses for the re- 
ceivers. 

Koerner’s remaining in the south 
is dependent on Hoblitzelle himself 
Latter has requested RKO to let 
Kearner stay, at least temporarily, 
with the report having it that Koer- 
ner may be named trustee under 
the receivership by the court for the 
RKO southern houses: 

RKO is agreeable to this. Koer- 
ner, therefore, will stay south for at 
least another two months. The 
switchup will also have an effect on 
salaries, with the present indicated 
idea being to cut the pay of some of 
the field chieftains under the new 
order of things which is being set. 


MAYBE BUT ONE RKO 








| will retain one or both of its Chi- 





Chicago, Feb. 13. 
It is not yet certain whether RKO 


cago spots, namely the State Lake 
and the Palace theatres. Any way 
RKO may decided is dependent on 
the receivers for the company ac- 
quiescing. Presently it may be part 
of Nate Blumberg’s job as operator 
for the receivers to determine which 





| go. 
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|} to $339,000 


bill stated, 
| the Fox company for $1,997,000 on 
| advances and owed to others in ad- 


| in 


| the 
| ceivership 
| Properties were 
) Arthur 
| ownership and profit sharing agree- | 


}assume a certain debt of the Fox- 


| bonded 


|also defaulted to Fox New England 
ion a $70,000 


| Guarantee Trust Company trustee 


house may stay within the operating 
fold of RKO and which may be let 


Altogethe: around 10 of the Orph- 
eum cities may be retained if the 
receivers are willing. Among these 
may be the Golden Gate, Frisco, 
and the Hillstreet, Los Angeles. 
These are besides the Chicago 
probability and other locations like 
in New Orleans, Denver and Omaha. 





Fox-Poli 





(Continued from page 4) 
Theatres Corp., which subleased 
the theatre properties from the 
Fox-New Ensland Theatres to meet 
bond interest obligations to the lat- 
ter concern under terms of the lease 
brought about the action. 

The Arthur company agreed to 
New England Theatres according to 
the bill of ccmplaint that was due 
the New York Trust Company on 
Feb. 1 of $333,000, representing the 
interests for six months on the 
indebtedness, of the Fox- 
New England Theatres’ concern. 
New York Trust Co. is the trustee 
on the first mortgage of the New 
England Theatres. Arthur Theatres 


sinking fund payment. 
Defaults by F-New England to the 


for the second mortgage amounted 
in interest due and 
$152,000 sinking fund payment, also 
alleged. 


Owed $2,000,000 


The defendant corporation, the 


was indebted directly to 


dition $79,000. Arthur Theatres had 
failed to pay rentals due for Jan. 
25, 1933. There was also default made 
payment of about $330,000 in 
taxes. The Fox-New England The- 
atres on August 23, 1928, purchased 
theatre properties now in re- 
from Sylvester Z. Poli 


HOUSE LEFT IN CHI 





later sublet to the 
Theatres* under a_e stock 
ment, the Arthur company to pa‘ 
rent taxes, insurance and assun 
certain current obligations. 
Practically the same story was in- | 


volved in the Olympia Theatres 
where complaints filed alleged non 
| payments of rentals, taxes and othe: 
bills involved in the operation of 
some 16 theatres in Connecticut. | 


VARIE TY 


Pee 2k: 


Myers’ Alleged Hook- Up with His 
Promise of Delivery to Reformers 


Sends Ex-Leader Under Hays’ Ban 





Vita, Toledo, Burned Down! 


Toledo, Feb. 13. 

Vita theatre, 80-year-old house, 
was destroyed Friday (10). Fire be- 
lieved to have originated on the 
roof from sparks from the chimney. 
Damage is placed at $150,000. 

House has been playing second 
run, under the management of Bud 
Silverman and was one of the few 
in Toledo to still use black ink. 


CAL’S 10% TAX BILL 
ON ALL OVER 9c 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Assemblyman Claire Woolwine to- 
day introduces in state legislature 
at Sacramento bill for 10% tax on 
all amusements where admission 
price charged is over 9c. This in- 
cludes athletics and amusements in 
every form. 











Mackenzie OK 
Maurice Mackenie returned to his 
desk at the Hays office Friday (10) 
after an illness and convalescence 
lasting over five weeks. 





(13) added to 
of F. 


From now on Haysites con- 


Hays Office Monday 


its files the name Abram 


Myers. 
sider the Allied Exhibitor counsel in 
the same category with Canon 
Chase and other ‘permanent outside 
reformers’ of the business. 

In the understanding of Haysites, 
Myers has guaranteed to deliver 
indie exhibitors to the Federal Mo- 
tion Picture Council of America. 
The deal between the council and 
Myers, according to word in New 
York, is that the reformers will first 
endeavor to aid Allied in passing 
the Brookhart bill, or a similar 
measure. If this fails, it is recount- 
ed by Haysites, then Myers is cred- 
ited with having agreed to deliver 
his indie exhibitor members to the 
council’s age-old cause of federal 
censorship of filmdom, 

In tying up with the council, 
Myers, according to Haysites, has 
adopted this as his own slant on 
the business. But, the Hays office 
is little worried by the ex-Allied 
leader’s former connection. They 
point out that he has tried practi- 
eally everything on the calender to 
make Allied a paying proposition— 
that his hookup with the council is 
like that of the man who burned all 
bridges to return. 











The WINNERS 


Radio City—REO 


@ Walk into any of the thou- 
sands of small-town, 300-seat 
movies and you will find “Amer- 
ican Chairs” predominating. Seat 
yourself in any of America’s 
greatest show houses and again 
you probably will be enjoying the 
comfort of an “American Chair”. 


all equipped with 
“ American Chairs” 


RKO Theatres 



















ASK US, 
“How can I reseat my 
theatre economically?” 








United Artists 


New York City Albany, Schenectady, Berkeley, Cal. 
Civic Memorial Opera Denver, Davenport Rome Circuit, Baltimore 
House Marcus Lowe's Theatres Broadway, Apollo, 
San Francisco 72nd Street, New York Harlem Theatres 
175th St , New York 
Earl Carroll Theatre ae pom te T. & D. Jr. Enterprises 
New York City nesburg, South Africa Alameda, Cal. 


American Seating Company 





BRANCHES IW ALL 


Makers of dependable seating for theatres, 
schools and churches 


General Offices: GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
PRINCIPAL CITIES 
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ALENDAR OF 





Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 


Studios: Pathe Studios, 
New York, N, Y. 


Culver City, Cal. Allied 


Cowboy Counsellor, The. Hoot Gibson poses as a lawyer. Dir. George Mel- 
ford. 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Iron Master, The. Success and romance in a steel mill. Reginald Denny, Lila 
Lee, J. Farrell MacDonald. Virginia Sale. Dir. Chester M. Franklin. 66 
min. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Man’s Land, A. Western, with Hoot Gibson winning Marion Schilling. Dir. 
Phil Rosen. 68 mins. Rel. June 11. Rev. Jan. 

Officer 13. Motorcycle officer exposes racketeers. Monte Blue, Lila Lee, Seena 
Owen. Mickey McGuire, Jackie Searle. Dir. George Melford, 63 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Parisian Romance, A. Famous stage play. Lew Cody, Marian Shilling, Gil- 
bert Roland. Dir. Chester M. Franklin. 76 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 


Oct. 18. 
Chesterfield New York, N. Y. 


Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. June Clyde. Wm. Collier, 
Jr., Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Rich, Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

King Murder, The. From the novel. Conway Tearle, Natalie Moorehead, Robt. 
Frazer. Derothy Revier. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 
2h. Rev. Nov 

Slightly Married. Comedy drama. Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Pre- 
vost. Dir. Richard Thorpe. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Jan. 

Strange People. Mystery me!odrama. John Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale 
Hamilton. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Thrill of Youth, The. Moderr society. June Clyde, Allan Vincent, Matty 
Kemp Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time. 63 minus. Rel. Aug. 15. 

Women Won’t Tell. Romantic drama. Sarah Padden, Otis Harlan. Dir. 
Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 


Studio: Gower at Sunset, : Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N, Y. 


Air Hostess. Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
fearlessly flies across the continent in passenger ships. Evalyn Knapp, 
James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 

American Mainess. Melodrama ci a run on the bank and how it was checked 
Walter Huston, Pat O’Brien. Kay Johnson, Constance Cummings. Frank 
Capra, dir. Time. 75 mins’ Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Aug. 9 

Bitter Tea of Generai Yen. Romance and adventures of an Americar girl 
caught in the maelstrom of Shanghai Barbara Stanwyck. Nils _Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir. Frank Capra. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Deception. Story of the wrestling game and its frameups. Leo Carrillo, 
Thelma Todd, Dickie Moore. Dir. Lew. Seiler. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 
Rev. Jan. 17, 

End of the Trail, The. A U. S. cavalry officer, who is court martialed, and 
redeems himself. Tim McCoy. Luana Walters. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 
58 mins. Rel. Dec. 9, 

Hello Trouble. Buck Jones quits the rangers—but he goes back. Buck Jones, 
Lina Basquette. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. Time, 61 mins. Rel. July 15. 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Last Man, The. Drama of outlawry on the high seas. Chas. Bickford, Con- 
stance Cummings. Dir. Howard Higgins. Time. 65 minis. Rel. Aug. 31. 
Rev. Sept. 20. 

Man Against Woman. Man's strength against woman’s wiles. Jack Holt, 
Lillian Miles. Dir. Irving Cummings. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 
Rey. Dec. 20. 

Man of Action. Original outdoor drama. Tim McCoy. Dir. Geo. Melford. 
57 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. 

Mark It Paid. Original story of motorboat racing. Wm. Collier, Jr., Joan 
March, Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Jan. 24. 

McKenna of the Mounted. Canadian policeman drops’ below the border. Buck 
Jones, Greta Gransted. Dir. Ross Lederman. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Aug. 
26. Rev. Nov 

Murder of the Night Club Lady. See ‘Night Club Lady.’ 

Night Club Lady. Unique murder mystery, done from a novel. Adolphe 
Menjou, Mayo Methot, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. Irving Cummings. Time. 
66 mins’ Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Night Mayor. Political story based on Jas. J. Walker. Lee Tracy, Evalyn 
Knapp, Eugene Palette. Dir. Ben Stoloff. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 19. 
Rev. Nov. 29. 

No More Orchids. A millionairess who is regenerated by the new American 
spirit. Carole Lombard, Lyle Talbot, Walter Connedy, Louise Closser 
Hale. Dir. Walter Lang. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Obey the Law. Original of an easy mark who turned firebrand. Leo Carillo, 
Lois Wilson. Dir. Benj. Stoloff. 69 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. 

That’s My Boy. Football story cff the usual lines. Rich. Cromwell, Dorothy 
Jordan, Mae Marsh. Dir. R. W. Niel. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. 
Nov. 22. 

This Sporting Age. Revenge on the polo field. Jack Holt, Evalyn Knapp. 
Dir. A. W. Bennison. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Vanity Street. Girl breaks a window to get into jail, but lands in the ‘Fol- 
lies.’ Helen Chandler, Chas. Bickford. Dir. Nick Grinde. Time, 67 

mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 11. 

Virtue. A street walker who goes straight. Carole Lombard, Pat O’Brien. 
Dir. Edw. SBuzzell. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Oct. 25. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Washington Merry-Go-Round. Political satire. Lee Tracy, Constance Cum- 
mings. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 

White Eagle. Buck Jones as an Indian pony express rider. Jones, Barbara 
Weeks. Dir. Lambert Hillyear. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 
Sept. 27. 


Studios: Burbank, e 4 Offices: 321 W. 44th St., 
Calif. First National New York, N. Y. 


Cabin in the Cctton. A social study of the poor whites. Rich. Barthelmess, 
Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz, Time, 76 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 4 

Central Park. Western cowboy hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 
Blondell, Wallace Ford, Guy Kibbee. Dir. John Adolfi. Time, 55 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 10. 

Crash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. Ruth Chatterton, Geo. 
Brent. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 
Crooner, The. Comedy drama of a radio singer. David Manners, Ann Dvorak. 

Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time. 68 mins. Rel. Aug. £0. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Doctor X. Mystery thriller in color. Lione! Atwill, Fay Wray, Lee Tracy. 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time. 77 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Aug. 9. 

Employee’s Entrance. Original ‘Love in a Dept. Store.’ Warren William, 
Loretta Young, Alice White. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 74 mins. Rel. Feb, 11. 
Rev. Jan. 24. 

Frisco Jenny. ‘Madame X’ in San Francisco locale. Ruth Chatterton, Donald 
— Murray. Dir. Gerard Beaumont. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 14. Rev. 
an. 0. 

Life Begins. Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. Loretta 
Young, Eric Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 72 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1, Rev. Aug. 30. 

Match King. Fictitious romance of the Swedish financier. Warren William, 
Lili Damita. Dir. Howard Bretherton-Wm, Keighley. 79 mins, Rel. 
Dec. 31. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Silver Dollar. Silver boom days in Col. Edw. G. Robinson. Dir. Alfred E. 
Green. 84 mins. Rel. Dec. 24. Rev. Dec. 27. 

They Call It Sin. Kansas girl breaks into N. Y¥. show life. Loretta Young, 
Geo Brent, David Manners. Dir. Thornton Freeland. Time, 70 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. Joan Blondell, War- 
ren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 63 
mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 1 

Tiger Shark. Life and tragedy with the tuna fishers. Edw. G. Robinson, 
Zita Johan, Rich. Arlen. Dir. Howard Hawks. 79 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Rev. Sept. 27. 

You Said a Mouthful. Joe Brown swims to Catatina. Joe E. Brown, Ginger 
Rogers. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time, 70 mins, Kel. Nov. 26. Rev. Nov. 22. 


Studio: Fox Hills, Offices: 850 Tenth Ave. 
Hollywood, Cal. Fox ’ 


Broadway Bad. Story by Wm. R. Lipman and W. W. Pezet. Modern drama. 
Joan Blondell, Ginger Rogers, Ricardo Cortez, Margaret Sedden. Dir. 
Sidney Lanfield. Rel. Feb, 24. 

Cail Her Savage. Tiffany Thayer's story of a half breed girl. Clara Bow, 
Monroe Owsley, Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. Time, 82 
mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Cavalcade. Noel Coward's pageant of British society. Diana Wynyard, Clive 
Brook, Herbert Mundin, Ursula Jeans. Dir. Frank Lloyd. Roadshow 
length 110 mins. No release date set. Rev. Jan, 10. 

Chandu the Magician. Dramatized radio broadcast. Edmund Lowe, Bela 
Lugosi, Irene Ware. Dir. Marcel Varnel. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. 
Rey. Oct. 4 


lrelease. Listing is given when re- 
|lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
jare retained fo: six months. Man- 





| supplied may not always be correct. 


New York, NY. 





These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production com,anies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 


agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time -s given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage oy the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 


even thouglk official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 





Hollywood 





(Continued from page 6) 
will be ‘Straight Jacket,’ with Mal- 
co'm Stuart Boylan and Harvey 
Gates handling the story. 


S. Fowler Wright's fantastic story, 
‘The Deluge,’ has been bought by 
Sam Bischoff. Likely will not be 
made for the World-Wide program. 


Sheila Terry gets a new termer 
at Warners. Going into ‘Mayor of 
Hell on completion of ‘Silk Ex- 
press.’ 


Table to Screen 
Last week Yolandi Patti was a 
waitress in the Fox studio cafe. 
This week she is playing a part in 
the studio’s ‘Bondage.’ 


Bankruptcy petition has been filed 
by Harry C. Hervey, novelist, now 
a script writer. Dorothy Gulliver 
has been given her bankruptcy dis- 
charge after filing liabilities of 
$1,796 and assets of $200. 


Gilbert Roland gets the male lead 
opposite Catalina Barcena in the 
Fox Spanish picture, ‘Romantic 
Widow.’ 


Halperin Brothers will photograph 
a woman being electrocuted for 
murder in their production, ‘Super- 
natural,’ for Par. She will be dressed 
in an evening gown, however. 





Because Wynne Gibson refused to 
do ‘Dead Reckoning,’ Par has given 
the actress a four-week vacation 
without pay. 


Cortez Ill, Loses Spot 
Charles Rogers is trying to get 
another male lead for ‘Bedfellows,’ 
to replace Ricardo Cortez, who will 
be confined to the hospital for an- 
other 10 days with the flu. 


Jesse Lasky is shelving the idea 
of making ‘Peking Picnic.’ He be- 
lieves the market won’t absorb an- 
other Chinese film at this time. 


Warner’s ‘42nd St.’ may follow 
‘Cavalcade’ into the Chinese, with 
latter closing in two weeks. Possi- 
bility of theatre slicing admissions 
on next attraction. 


Universal has bought ‘Beautiful 
Face,’ an original by Jerry Horwin. 
Gloria Stuart and Andy Devine may 
get the leads. 





Tom Buckingham, directing and 
writing for Universal, has signed 
j3aby Peggy on a personal contract, 
He formerly directed the child act- 
ress, now 15. 


Earle Foxe replaces Minor Wat- 
son in Par’s ‘Bedtime Story.’ Latter 
previously replaced Charles Ruggles. 


Brown Draws ‘Lady’ 
Clarence Brown starts on John W. 
Considine, Jr.’s, ‘Dancing Lady,’ 
following ‘Service’ at Metro. ‘Lady’ 
has Joan Crawford, Lee Tracy and 
Fanchot Tone in leads. 


Bartlett Cormack writing an origi- 
nal for the next Cecil B. DeMille 
picture at Par. Story to be a black 
and tan affair. 


Jason, song writers, new termers. 


Dorothy Fields and Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh writing the songs for Metro's 
Wynn feature, which may be titled 
‘Fire Chief,’ 


Joseph Schildkraut will return to 
pictures at Metro. Now in legit in 


CURRENT RELEASES 


— 


Fox gives Val Burton and Will! 


| 








New York, 


~~ 





Dangerously Yours. Society thief and girl detective. Warner Baxter, Miriam 
Jordan. Herbert Mundin. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 74 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 

Face in the Sky. Romantic adventures of a billboard sign painter. Spencer 
Tracy, Marian Nixon, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Harry Lachman. Rel. Jan. 15, 

First Year, The. Domestic drama from a stage play. Janet Gaynor, Chas, 
Farrell. Dir. William K. Howard, Time, .. mins. Rel. July 31. Rey, 
Aug. 23. 

Handle with Care. Comedy. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, E) Brendel. Dir, 
David Butler. Rel, Dec. 25. Rev. Dec, 27. 

Hat Check Girl. Murder and mystery in a nite club. Sally Eilers, Ben Lyon, 
Ginger Rogers. Dir. Sidney Landfield. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 25, 
Rev. Oct. 11, 

Hot Pepper. Flagg and Quirt—with Lupe. Edmund Lowe, Vic. McLagien, 
Lupe Velez. Dir. John Blystone. 74 mins. Rel. Jan, 22. Rev. Jan, 24, 


1 Am Guilty of Love. Original. Physician who seeks to save his son from qa 


woman's influence, Bdéots Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. Dir, 
John Francis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. 

Infernal Machine. From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve To« 
bin, Chester Morris, Dir, Marcel Varnel. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10, 


Me and My Gal. Comedy arama. Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy. Dir. Raoul 


Walsh, Time, 78 mins. Rel. Dec, 4 


Painted Woman. Drama of the East Indies, with Spencer Tracy and Peggy 


Shannon. Dir. John Blystone. Rel. Aug. 14. Rev. Sept. 6. 

Passport to Hell, A. Drama of African jungle. Elissa Landi, Alex. Kirkland, 
Warner Oland. Dir. Frank Lloyd. Rel. Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Rackety Rax. Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. Dir. Alfred 
Werker. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8. 


Robbers’ Roost. Rustler discovers that love interferes with cattle stealing, 
George O’Brien. Dir. Louis King. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 8 


Sailor’s Luck. Original. Romance of a U. S. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 


Eilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel, Mar, 10. 


Second Hand Wife. Banker's secretary steps from his office into his heart, 


Sally Eilers, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 64 mins. Rel, 
Jan. 1, Rev. Jan. 17. 


Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a pew gaageter twist. Clive 


Brook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest Torrence. Dir. . K. Howard. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov, 6. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Six Hours to Live. Murdered diplomat is revived to aven his murder, 
Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. ime, 78 mins, 
Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Smoke Lightning. From Zane Gray’s ‘Canyon Walls.’ Geo, O’Brien, Nell 
O'Day. Dir, David Howard. Rel. Feb. 17. 

State Fair. From the novel by Phil Strog. Love and triumph at the state 
fair. Janet Gaynor, Lew Ayres, Will Rogers, Louise Dresser. Dir, 
Henry King. 60 mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Tess of the Storm Country. Talk version of an old silent. Janet Gaynor, 
smas. Farrell. Dir. 1. Santell. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev, 
Nov. 22. 

Too Busy to Work. Talking version of ‘Jubilo.’ Will Rogers, Marian Nixon, 
Dir. Jas. Blystone. Time, 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Dec, 6. 


; Office: Par t Bidg. 
Freuler Associates °%* (ianyunt Rdg» 


Deadwood Pass. Original. Western. Hidden treasure and government agents, 
Tom Tyler, Alice Dahl, Wally Wales. Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Mar. 15. 


Fighting Gentleman, The. A fighter who goes to the top and back again, 
Wm. Collier, Jr., Josephine Dunn, Pat O'Malley. Dir. Burton King. 
Time. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Nov, 15. 

Forty-Niners. The overland trek in pioneer days. Tom Tyler. Dir. J. P, 
McCarthy. 49 mins. Rel, Oct. 28. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Gambling Sex, The. Racing story with a society slant. Ruth Hall, Grant 
b heagg Dir. Fred Newmeyer. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. Rev. 

ec. 27, 

Kiss of Araby. Original. Sahara story of British army and Riff, with love 
ntetont, saree Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. Dir. Phil Rosen, 
tel. Feb. 23. 


Penal Code. Story of a boy’s regeneration surmounting complications. Regis 
Toomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Ellis. Dir. George Melford. 62 mins, 
Rel. Jan. 15. 

Savage Girl, The. Big game hunters find a white jungle beauty. Rochelle 
Hudson, Walter Byron, Harry Myers, Adolph Milar. Dir. Harry lL. 
Fraser, Rel. Dec. 5, 

When a Man Rides Alone. Robin Hood of the West and some daring stage 
coach holdups and fast riding. Tom Tyler, Adele Lacey, Duke Lee, 
Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Jan. 29. 


° ° of : 1619 Broad ’ 
Majestic peo New York city 


Crusader, The. Drama of a crusading district attorney. Evelyn Bren., H. H. 
Warner, Ned Sparks, Lew Cody, Walter Byron, Marceline Day. Dir, 
Frank Strayer. 72 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 11. 

Gold. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Alice Day, Matthew Betz, Dynamitee 
horse. Dir. Otto Brower. Time, 55 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 11 


Gun Law. Western. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. Rel. Mar. 1, 


Hearts of Humanity. Drama of New York’s East Side. Jean Hersholt, Jackie 
Searl, J. Farrell MacDonald, Claudia Dell, Charles Delaney. Dir. Christy 
Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Law and Lawless. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Hilda Moreno, Yakima Cane 
utt, Wally Wales, Dynamite-Horse, Dir. Armand Schaeffer, Time, 61 
mins. Rel. Nov. 30. 

Outlaw Justice. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Dorothy Gulliver, Donald 
ee Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 

ct. e 

Phantom Express, The. Railroad melodramatic mystery. J. Farrell Mace 
Donald, William Collier, Jr., Sally Blane, Hobart Bosworth, Eddie Phile 
lips Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins, Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Public Be Damed, The. Story behind present-day conditions. Evelyn Brent, 
Pat O’Brien. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Mar. 1. 

Sing. You Sinner. Dramatic life of a torch-singer. From the play by Wilson 
Collison. Leila Hyams, Paul Lucas. Rel. Mar, 1, 

Unwritten Law, The. A drama of betrayal and vengeance. Greta Nissen, 
Skeets Gallagher, Mary Brian, Lew Cody, Louise Fazenda, Hedda Hope 
per. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 20, 

Vampire Bat, The. A thriller, Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Melvyn Douglas, 
George E. Stone, Maude Eburne. Dir. Frank Strayer. Kel. Jan. 21, 
Rev. Jan. 24, 

Via —_ i arg Jack Hoxie western. Marceline Day. Dir. Lew Collin. 
tel. Feb. 8. 


Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive, 4 Offices: 1600 Broadwa 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N.Y. 

Allas Mary Smith. Events follow a chance meeting. Semi-detective. John 
Darrow, Gwen Lee, Ray Hatton. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 61 mins, 
Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 306 

Heart Punch, Murder story with a prize ring angle. Lloyd Hughes, Marion 
Shilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter's crime. Irene Rich, 
Conway Tearle. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 
Rev. Nov. 29. 

Malay Nights. Original. Mother love in the tropics. Johnny Mack Brown, 
pe Burgess. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 59 mins, Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 
rCcwm. Ge 

No Living Witness. Novelty crime story. Gilbert Roland, Noah Beery, Bare 
bara Kent. Dir. E, Mason Hopper. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. 


Oct. i. 
Tangled Destinies. Mystery in a deserted desert home. Lloyd Whitlock, 
Doris Hill, Glen Tryon, Vera Reynolds. Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, § 


mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 26. 


Trapped in Tia Juana. Army life on the Mex. border. Edwina Booth, Duncan 
Renaldo. Dir. Wallace W. Fox. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 


Studios: Culver City, Offices: 1540 Broadway 
. ’ 

Calif. Metro New York, N. Y, 

Blondie of the Follies. Self explunarory title. Marion Davies, Robt. Monte 
gomery, Billy Dove. Dir. E. Goulding. Time, 91 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. 
Rev. Sept. 13. 

Clear All Wires. VPicturization of the recent Broadway hit about a foreign 
correspondent. Lee Tracy, Benita Hume, Dir. George Hill. Rel. Feb. 17, 

Divorce in the Family. Jackie Cooper saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Cooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. Dir. Chas. F. Riesner. 
rime, 78 mins Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1 

Downstairs. Lite below stairs in a titled family. John Gilbert. Virginia 
Bruce, Paul Lukas. Dir. Monta Bell. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Aug. 8 
Rev. Oct. 11. A 

Fast Life. Typical Haines story with a thrilling speed boat race. William 
Haines, Cliff Edwards, Conrad Nagel, Madge Evans. Dir. Harry Pollard. 
$2 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Dec 27. 
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Wallace Beery as a wrestler. Karen Morley, Riccardo Costes, Jean 
Hersholt. Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 13 
Faithless. Rich girl learns the lesson of the depression. Tallulah Bankhead. 

Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. i5 

oo Nov. 22. 

Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. Robert Montgomery, 
Jimmy Durante, Madge Evans, Walter Huston. Dir. Jack Conway. 
Rel. March 17. 

Kongo. Remake of the silent of the same title. 

Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginia Bruce. Dir. Wm 
Cowen. Time, 86 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Lady Deceived, The. Based on the Broadway stage hit by Martin Brown, 
Irene Dunne, Philips Holmes. Dir, Charles Brabin. Rel. Jan. 13. 


Mask of Fu Manchu. Chinese plotter seeks the sword of Ghengis Kahn. 


Flesh. 


Sorcery in central Africa. 


Boris Karloff, Lewis Stone, aren, Morley. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Outsider, The. An unlicensed surgeon performs seeming miracles. Harold 


Huth, Join Barry, Frank Lawton. °0 nins. Rel. Jan. 20. 


Pack a Your Troubles. Laurel and ae full length military comedy. 
. Ma shall and Raymond Carey. ime, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. 
occ 


4. 

Payment Defrcrred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas. 
Laughto.: ‘n his original role, Maureen O’Sullivan, Dorothy Peterson. 
Dir. Lot] 9¢ Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Prosperity. P st depression comedy with Marie Dressler and Polly Moran. 
Dir. San Wood. Time, 87 mins. Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Rasputin and the Empress. The Russian overthrow and its cause. John, 
Ethel an! Lionel Barrymore. Dir. Rich, Boleslavsky. Roadshow time, 
133 mins No release set. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Red Dust. Je: n Hariow «nd Clark Gable as a new team in a story of Indo- 
China. ) ir. Victor Fleming. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. &. 

Rivets. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. Robert Armstrong, Mae Clarke, 
Muriel Kirkland. Dir. Tod Browning, Rel. March 24 

Secret of Madame Blanche, The. Based on Martin Brown’s play ‘The Lady.’ 
Irene Dunne, Phillips Holmes. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 
, Rev. Feb. 7. 

Smilin’ Throug \. 
Norma §& hearer, Leslie Howard, Frederic March, O. P. Heggie. 
ney Fra) klin. Time, 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Son-Daughter, The. From the play by David Belasco. Helen Hayes, Ramon 
Novarro, Lewis Stone, Warner Oland. Dir. Clarence Brown. 81 mins. 
Rel. Dec 23. Rev. Jan. 3, 

Strange Interlude. The famous O'Neill play. Norma Shearer, Clark Gable. 
Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. Dec. 30, Rev. Sept. 6 

Today We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. 
Crawford, Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. March 3. 

Washington Masquerade. Political satire. Lionel Barrymore, Karen Morley, 
Nils Aether. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 91 mins. Rel. July 8 Rev. 
July . 

What! No Beer? Buster Keaton and Jimmy 
Phyllis Barry, Roscoe Ates, John Miljan. 
Feb, 10. 

What Women Give. 


Dir 
Rev. 


Remake of the Norma Talmadge silent and Jane Cow! play. 
Dir. Sid- 


Joan 


Durante in the beer racket. 
Dir. Edward Sedgwick. Rel. 


Picturization of the Broadway play, ‘Men Must Fight.’ 


The war problem in 1940. Diana Wynyard, Phillips Holmes, Lewis 
Stone. Dir. Edgar Selwyn. Rel. March 10. 

White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford novel. Helen 
Hayes, Clark Gable. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. Feb. 24 

ween in the Dark. Adapted from the Broadway stage success, in which 
a famous mystery writer is kidnapped and forced to plan a murder 
himself. Ernest Truex, Una Merkel, Jean Hersholt. Dir. Elliot Nugent. 


Re). Jan. 27. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: 723 Seventh Ave., 


Hollywood, Cal. 
Western. Rex Bell. 


Monogram 


Dir. Harry Fraser. Rel. Dec. 30. 


Diamond Trail. 


Fighting Champ, The. Western. Bob Steele, Arletta Duncan. Dir. J. P. 
McCarthy. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

From Broadway to Cheyenne N. Y. gangster meets the shooting West. Rex 
Bell, Marceline Day. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 
Rev. Sept. 

Girl from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 
D’Orsay, Paul Kelly. Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, 64 mins® Rel. Sept. 24. 


Rev. Nov. 22 

Guilty or Not Guilty? Betty Compson, Claudia Dell. 
Rel. Nov. 15. 

Klondike. Physician who fails in a major operation makes a comeback. Frank 
Hawks, Thelma Todd, H. B. Walthal. Dir. Lyle Talbot. Time, 65 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 30. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Lucky Larrigan. Western. Rex Bell, 
Rel. Dec. 10. 


Dir. Albert Ray. 67 mins. 


Helen Foster. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 


Pauline Frederick, Theodore Von 


Story by Peter B. Kyne. 
Claire Windsor. Dir. Phil Rosen. 


Robert Elliott, 


Self-Defense. 
Eitz, Barbara Kent, 
Rel. Dec. 15. 

Strange Adventure. Regis Toomey, 
Hampton Del Ruth. Rel. Dec. 1 

Thirteenth Guest, The. Mystery play by author of ‘Scarface.’ 
Lyle Talbot, J. Farrell McDonald. Dir. Alfred Ray. 
Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Sept. 6. (Chadwick.) 

Western Limited, The. Mystery aboard a transcontinental train. Estelle 
Taylor, Edmund Burns, Gertrude Astor, Crauford Kent. Dir. Christy 


June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and 
Ginger Rogers, 


Time, 65 mins. 


Cabanne. Time, mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Oct. 19. 
Young Blood. Western. Bob Steele. Story by Wellyn Totman. Dir. Phil 
Rosen. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Jan. 24. 
Studios: 5851 Marathon St., Offices: 1501 Broadway 
Hollywood, Calif. Paramount New York, N. Y. 


Stuart Erwin, 


Broadcasting story with many air stars. 
80 mins. Rel. 


Big Broadcast, The. 
Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 


Bing Crosby, Leila Hyams. 
Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Billion Dollar Scandal. Based on the Teapot Dome investigation. Robt. Arm- 
strong, Constance Cummings, Olga Baclanova. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 
76 mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rey. Jan. 10. 

Blonde Venus. Story of a stage woman’s efforts to retain her child. Marlene 
Dietrich, Herbert Marshall, Dickey Moore. Dir. Jos. Von Sternberg. 
Time, 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Crime of the Century, The. From the European stage play of same title. 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm. 
Beaudine. Rel. Feb, 24. 

Dead Reckoning. Original sea story by Robt. Presnell of a Flying Dutchman 
of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. Ruggles, John Halliday, Verree Teasdale. 
Dir. Paul Sloane. Rel. Mar. 24. 

Devil and the Deep. Jealousy in a submerged submarine. Tallulah Bankhead, 
Gary Cooper, Chas. Laughton. Dir. Marion Gering. Time, 72 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Devil Is Driving, The. Wynne Gibson, 
Stoloff. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Evenings for Sale. Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. Herbert Marshall, 
Sari Maritza, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins, Rel. 


Edmund Lowe, Dickie Moore. Dir. 


Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 

Farewell te Arms. Hemmingway’s nove) of war on the Italian front. Helen 
Hayes, Gary Cooper, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. 90 mins. 
Rel, Jan. 6. Rev. Dec. 13. 


Romance story based on play by Lawrence Hazard, 


From Hell to Heaven. 
Not a racing drama, Carole Lombard, Jack 


with a race-track slant. 


Oakie. Dir. Erle Kenton. Rel. Feb. 24. 

Gulity as Hell. Murder mystery with Quirt and Flagg comedy angle. Edmund 
Lowe, Victor McLaglen, Richard Arlen. Dir. Erle Kenton. Time, 82 
mins. Rel. Aug. 5. Rev. Aug. 9. 


He Learned About Women. Comedy drama. Stuart Erwin, Allison Skip- 


worth. Dir. Lioyd Corrigan. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 
Hello, Everybody. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. Kate Smith, Ran- 
dolf Scott, Sally Blane. Dir. Seiter. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Horse Feathers. Marx Brothers go collegiate. Dir. Norman McLeod. Time, 
70 mins. Rel. Aug. 19. Rev. Aug. 16 

Hot Saturday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll. Dir. W. Seiter. Time, 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev Nov. 8 

If | Had a Million. How various persons would react to an inheritance. Gary 


Chas. Laughton, Jack Oakie and many 
Directional sequences by various di- 
Rev. Dec. 6 


Cooper, Geo. Raft, Wynne Gibson, 
others, each in a single sequence. 


rectors. Time, 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 
Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arlen, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Chas. Kenton. December special. Rev. Jan. 17. 


King of the Jungle. Novelty story. Buster Crabbe, Frances Dee. Dirs. Hum- 


New York, N. Y. 


! 





Madame Butterfly. From the opera. Sylvia Sidney , Cary Grant, Chas. Ruggles 


Dir. Gearing. Rel. Dec. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Madison Square. Sporting ado Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan 
Dir. ry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Make Mea Star Dialog version of Merton of the Movies. Stuart Erwin, Joan 
Blondell, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Wm. Beaudine. Time, 86 mins. Kel. July 1 
Rev. July 5 

Merrily We Go to Hell. From a stage comedy drama. Sylvia Sidney, Frederic 
March. Dir. Dorothy Arzner. Time, 82 mins. Rel. July 10. Rev. 
June 14, 
Movie Crazy. Harold Lloyd breaks into pictures. Constance Cummings. Dir 
Clarence Bruckman. Time, 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 
Murders in the Zoo. Original by Philip Wylie and Seton I. Miller. Drama 
largely held to a zoological garden. Chas. Ruggles, Lionel Atwill, Gail 
Patrick. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Re). Mar. 17. 

Mysterious Rider. Western. Kent Taylor. Dir. Allen. Rel. Jan. 27. 

Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs. Mae West, Geo. Raft, Con- 
stance Cummings, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 70 mins 


Rel. Oct. 14. Rev. Nov. 1. 


Night of June 13, The. The neighbors react 
Brook, Lila Lee, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stephen Roberts. 
Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 


No Man of Her Own. From the novel 


to a murder suspicion. Clive 
Time, 76 mins. 


‘No Bed of Her Own.’ Clark Gable, 


Carole Lombard, peretay Mackaill. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. December 
special. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Phantom President. Political story of a presidential double. George M. Cohan, 
ay Durante, Claudette Colbert. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev 
ct ° 

Pick Up. (Schulberg.) A girl of the people and a service siation sheik. Sylvia 
Sidney, Geo. Raft. Dir. Marion Gering. Rel. Mar. 31, 

70,000 Witnesses. Murder on the football feld. Phillips Holmes, Dorothy 
Jordan, Chas. Ruggles, Johnny Mack Brown, Lew Cody. Dir. Ralph 
Murphy. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 2. Rev. Sept. 6. 


She Done Him Wrong. Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ Mae West, Cary Grant, 
Noah Beery, Owen Moore, Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan. 27. 

Sign of the Cross, The. Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett's play of 
Noman persecution of the Christians. Claudette Colbert, Fredric March, 
Elissa Landi, Chas. Laughton. Dir. Cecil B. De Mille. 99 mins. Regu- 
lar release Feb. 10. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) Original by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan- 
non on the matrimonial agency racket. Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- 
lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. Mar, 19, 

Tonight Is Ours. Noel Coward’s “The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ 
Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir, Stuart Walker. 
Jan. 13. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Trouble in Paradise. Cheating cheaters in Paris and Venice. 


Claudette 
Rel, 


Miriam Hop- 


kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 81 
mins. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Undercover Man. Secret service bests the gangsters. Geo. Raft, Nancy Car- 
roll. Dir. Jas. Flood. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Under the Tonto Rim. From the Zane Grey story. Stuart Erwin, Verna 
Hillie, Ray Hatton. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. Mar, 24. 


Evalyn Knapp, 
Rev. Sept. 20. 


John Mack Brown, 


Vanishing Frontier. Western drama. 
Rel. July 29. 


Zasu Pitts. Dir. Phil Rosen. Time, 65 mins. 


Wild Horse Mesa. Zane Grey’s story. Rudolph Scott, Sally Blane, Fred 
ponte, Dir. Henry Hathaway. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. 
an. 17. 


Woman Accused, The. From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-known authors. 
Girl accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure cruise. Nancy 
Carroll, Cary Grant, John Halliday. Dir. Paul Sloan. Rel. Feb. 17. 


Offices: 723 Seventh Ave., 
Powers New York, N. Y. 


Musical comedy farce. Gene Gerrard, ey Lamont. Dir. Eu- 

Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

Story of a wastrel] who makes good. Henry = Sa ng 

Time, 70 mins. Dir. Norman Walker. Rel. Sept. 15. 

From a stage play cf Labor vs. Capital. Adrienne 
Dir. Miles Mander. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 


Lucky Girl. 
gene O'Sullivan. 

Man Who Won, The. 
Heather Angel. 

Woman Decides, The. 
Allen, Owen Nare, 


4 . Offices: 11 West 42d St., 
Principal New York, N. Y. 


British made with Adolphe Menjou and <aagte pistes 
t 


Blame the Woman. 
Time, 74 mins. Rel 


as a pair of crooks. Dir. Fred Niblo. 


Devil’s Playground, The. George Vanderbilt's expeditionary film. 54 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 1. ev. Jan. 3. 

Jungle Gigilo. Travel. Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs. 55 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 15. 


Virgins of Bali. svevelegne of the island of Bali. Time, 43 mins. Rel 
Sept. 15. Rev. Dec. 13. 
Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti Nga by Sergeant Wirkus, 


4 reels. Rel, Feb. 
Underwater pe 


Voodoo. Travel. 
‘White King of LaGonave.’ 


With Willlamson Beneath the Sea. 


Jan. 1. Rev. Nov. 29. 
R.K.O. Pathe 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Tom Keene, J. Hayden, Roscoe Ates. 


60 mins. Rel 


Office: 1560 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Dir. Robt 


Calif. 
Come A Danger. Western. 


Hill. Time, 54 mins. Rel. Sept. 23. 
What Price Hollywood. Hollywood lowdown. Constance Bennett, Lowel) 
Sherman. Dir. Geo. Cukor. Rel. June 24. Rev. July 19 


Offices: 1560 Broadway, 


R.K.O. Radio New York, N.Y. 


Love and trouble for a co-ed. Dorothy Wilsor ! 
Dir. Gregory La Cava. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 5. 


Studios: Hollywood, 
alif. 


4ge of Consent, The. 
ard —— 
Rev. Sept. 

Animal pel. sag “The. 
and mistress. Leslie Howard, Ann Harding, Myrna Loy. 
Griffith. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 


Bill of Divorcement, A. Story of a shell-shocked war vet. 
John Barrymore, Billie Burke, Katherine Hepburn. 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Oct. 4. 


Bird of voradine, A. Famous stage play of the South Seas. 


The man who could not distinguish between his wife 
Dir. Edw. H. 


By Clemence Dane. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. 


Dolores De! Rio. 


Joel McCrea. Dir. King Vidor. Time, 82 mins. Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. 
Sept. 13. 
Bring 'Em Back Alive. Frank Buck’s animal thriller. Time, 65 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 19. Rev. June 21. 
Tom Keene Western. Dir. Robert Hill. 55 mins. Rel. 


Cheyenne Kid, The. 
Jan. 20. 


A story of American depressions and their surmounting. 


Conquerors, The. 
ti Dir. Wm, Wellman. Time, 


ch. Dix, Ann Harding, Edna May Oliver. 
84 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Goldie Gets Along. Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket. 
Lili Damita, Chas. Morton, Sam Hardy. 88 mins. Rel. Jan. 27 
Half-Naked Truth, The. From Harry Reichenbach’s_ memoirs of a press 
agent. Lee Tracy, Lupe Velez, Eugene Palette. Dir. Gregory Le Cava. 
75 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Hell’s Highway. The horrors of a convict camp. 
Dir. Rowland Brown. Time, 62 mins. Rel. 
’Em Jalil. Wheeler and Woolsey play football 
Dir. Norman Taurog. ‘Time, 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 
Little Orphan Annie. Based on the cartoon. Mitzi 
Dir. John Robertson. Time, 61 mins. Kel. Nov. 4. Rev. Dec. 27 
Men Are Such Fools. Leo Carillo. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 
Men of America. Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson, Chic Sale. Dir. Ralph Ince. 
Time. 567 mins. gg Dec, 9. 


Richard Dix, Tom Brown 
Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 27. 


on the convict eleven. 
2. Rev. Aug. 23 


Green. Ed. Keennedy. 


Hold 


Monkey’s Paw, The. W. Jacobs mystery story of a hoodooed charm. C. 
Aubrey Smith, a Simpson, Louise Carter. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 66 
mins. Rel. Jan. 13. 

Most Dangerous Game, The. Island recluse who hunts human beings for 
sport. Joel McCrea, Fay Wray, Leslie Banks. Dir. E. Schoedsack. 
Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 9. Rev. Nov. 22. 


No Other Woman. Steel worker who rises to affluence and drags his wife into 
the mire. Irene Dunn, Chas. Bickford. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 58 mins, 
Rel, Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Past of Mary Holmes, The. Destitute opera singer unwittingly accuses her 


son of murder. Helen MacKellar, Eric Linden, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. 
Harlan Thompson, Slavo Vorkapich. Rel. Jan. 20. 

Penguin Pool Murder, The. Stuart Palmer's novel; murder mystery. Mae 
Clark, Robt. Armstrong, Edna Mae Oliver, James Gleas son. Dir. Geo. 
Archainbaud. 69 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev ‘Dec. 27. 

Phantom of Crestwood, The. Mystery at a week-end party. Ricardo Cortez 
Katherine Morley. Dir. J. W. Ruben. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 14 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Rockabye. Sentimental mother-love story. Constance Bennett, Joel McCrea. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. Time, 70 mins. Kel. Nov. 25. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Secrets of the French Police. Foreign mystery. Gwill Andre, Frank Morg: an, 
Gregory Ratoff. Dir. Ed. Sutherland. Time, 58 mins. Kel. Dec. 2 

| Rev. Dec. 13. 

;}Sport Parade. Novelty story. Joel McCrea, Marian Marsh, Wm. Gardan 
Dir. Dudley Murphy. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 11. Rev. Dec. 20. 

(Continued on page 31) 


berstone-Marcin. Jan. special release. 

Lady’s Profession, A. Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam. Speakeasy prop, mas- 
querading as riding master. Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman | 
MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3. 

Lily Christine. British made. Corinne Griffith, Colin Clive. Time, 59 mins 
Rel. July. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Love Me Tonight. Chevalier as a tailor in masquerade. Jeanette MacDonald, | 
Chas. Ruggles, Chas. Butterworth, Merna Loy. Dir. Rouben Mamoulian 
Time, 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 26. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. Grand Hotel on s iipboard. | 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdale, Dir. by} Lothar | 
Mendez under B. P, Schulberg. 70 mins. Nel. Feb. 3. Rey. Feb. 7. 


Daily Gross Wires 
‘Declared All Out 
~ Tn Publix Houses 


—_—__— 


Along with elimination of fixed 
charges to the Publix home office, 
theatres in the chain which are un- 
;der receivership, equity or bank- 
ruptcy, are no longer sending in 
grosses by wire for information of 


h.o. executives and departments. 


This occurred immediately in F, 
& R. New England middle west 
and parts of the south, with only 


a few exceptions where houses were 
continuing to send in amount of re- 
ceipts according to custom. 


Saving alone through elimination 
of gross information, wired into 
New York daily, is large when 


spread over the entire circuit. It 
has been the custom for every Pub- 
lix A house and most of the P’s to 
telegraph receipts to New York each 
day, including Sunday, so that h.o, 
could insert figures in specially pre- 
pared booklet forms and distribute 
them over the entire Publix organi- 
zation. 

Smaller theatres in Publix mailed 
in their gross figures, a policy which 
eventually will probably be pursued 
by all. In wiring grosses, theatres 
also have been reporting what 
weather conditions were, as well ag 
Publix check on opposition houses 
in the larger key situations. 





Racine’s Mayor Says 
Close All Theatres 
~ Or Stop Labor War 


Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 

Mayor William Swoboda of Ra- 
cine has threatened to close all the- 
atres in that city unless there is 
an immediate abatement of labor 
troubles that have resulted in fre- 
quent stench bombings and vandale 
ism, 

The act that aroused Racine’s 
mayor was the finding of seven 
sticks of dynamite attached to a 
partly burned fuse under a rub- 
bish heap next to the Uptowne- 
Majestic. 

Fred Chapman, Waukegan, was 
recently arrested for tossing a tear 
gas bomb in the same theatre's 
lobby. His case is pending. 


UNION PICKETS HURT 
MET’S 25c REOPENING 


Providence, Feb. 13. 

Opened a little more than a week, 
the new Metropolitan Theatre here, 
is beset with labor difficulties that 
may short live the theatrical enter- 
prise, operated on a co-operative 
basis. Organized labor is picketing 
the theatre in protest of the man- 
agement’s refusal to hire union men, 

Opening of the 3,200-seat house 
was remarkable, but the lines to the 
box office started to thin away just 
as soon as the union pickets ap- 
peared with big placards. 

Boycotting of the Met. is being 
undertaken by stage and picture 
operators’ unions in a big way. 
Providence and nearby vicinity are 
plastered with posters. 

Evangelist Turgeon interested two 
local showmen, Charles H. Williams 
and Harry Storin in the theatre, and 
both are now associated with him 
in the enterprise. 

Met has vaudfilm policy at 25c 
top. 





Shorts of Old-Timers 


About six shorts will be made for 
Columbia Pictures by Teddy Hayes, 
along ideas suggested by Hayes. 

The Hayes shorts will carry former 











silent pictures of the best known 
athletes of the day, with Hayes off 
screen talking of their most inter- 
esting exploits. First short will 
probably have Joe Gans, the great 
| colored lightweight of his time, and 
| Benny Leonard, America’s undee 
feated lightweight champion. 
Holleb Resigns 
Columbus, Feb. 13. 

Lou Holleb, manager of the RKO 

Maje here, has resigned, effece- 


tic ’ 
ive immediately 


Edgar Hart of Toledo is expected 
to succeed him, 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 29) 





Mae Marsh, Norman Foster, 


6trange Justice. Oddities of the criminal code. 
q Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 7 


teginald Denny. Dir. V. C. Schertzinger. 
Theft of the Mona Lisa, The. Foreign made. Willy Forst, Trude von Molo 
Dir. G. Von Bolvary. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. Sept. 16. 
‘stgaail Women. From Tiffany Thayer's story of the power of suggestion. 
Ricardo Cortez, Irene Dunne. Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 60 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Oct. 18. 


United Artists 


Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


Cynara. Philip Merivale stage hit Ronald Colman, Kay Francis, Phyllis 
Barry. Dir. King Vidor. Time, 79 mins, Rel. Dec, 28. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bul! fighter down in 
Mexico. Cantor. Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey. Time (roadshow), 
118 mins. Rel. Jan. 21. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Magic, rant Viennese operetta. Jack Buchanan. Dir. Herbert Wilcox 
me, 79 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 8 
Mr. thaweondh Crusoe. Adventures in the South Seas. Douglas Fairbanks, 
Maria Alba. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. 
Sept. 
Rain. gieamne Eagles’ famous stage hit. Joan Crawford, Walter Huston. Dir. 
Wm, Gargan. Time, 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 18. 
White Zomble, The. Haytian sorcery. Bela Lugosi, Madge Bellamy. Dir. 
Victor Halperin. Time, 69 mins. Rel. July 28. Rev. Aug. 2. 
Studio: Universal City, ° Offices: 730 Fifth Ave. 
Calif. Universal New York, ¥. 


Afraid to Talk. From the stage play ‘Merry-Go-Round’ about erookes petiee 
Eric Linden, Sidney Fox, Tully Marshall, Louis Calhern. Dir. Ed L. 
Cahn. 74 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Dec. 20 

Air Mail, The. Commercial flying thrill story. Pat O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, 
Gloria Stuart, Slim Summerville. Dir. John Ford. Time, 85 mins. Rel. 
Nov 3 Rev. Novy. 8 

All American, The. Football story. Rich. Apten, Gerke Stuart. 
Mack. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. ‘Oct. 14. 

Back Street. A one-man gir) whose love defied 1 Hot OR 
Hurst novel. Irene Dunn, John Boles. Dir. John Stahl. 


Dir. Russell 


From a Fanny 
Time, 91 mins. 


Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 
Destination Unknown. Adventure on a rum runrer adrift in the Pacific. Pat 
O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Betty Compson. Dir, ray Garnett. Rel. Jan. 26. 


Western with the ghost town basis. 


Original story. 
57 mins. Rel. 


Fourth Horseman, The. 
Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 


Tom Mix, Margaret Lindsay. 


Sept. 29. Rev. Jan. 31. 

igloo. Life struggie in the Arctic. Eskimo players. Dir. Ewing Scott. Time, 
60 mins. Rel. July 14. Rev. July 26. 

Laughter In Hell. Chain gang story. Pat O’Brien, Merna Kennedy. Dir. 
Edw. Cahn. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 17 

Wummy, The. Mystery thriller. Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. 
Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 10. 


Balkan kingdom. Tom Mix. Dir. 
Aug. 4. Rev. Oct. 11. 


Dir. E. L. Frank. 


My Pal, the King. A wild west show in a 
Kurt Neumann. Time, 75 mins. Rel, 


Nagana. be drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. 
Rel. Jan. 19. 

Okay America. Columnist story. Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Louis Cal- 
hern. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 80 mins. Rel: Sept. 8. Rev. Sept. 13. 


Old Dark House. 
loff, Melvyn ee > 

Time, 70 mins, 

in a Lifetime. 

Sidney Fox, Alice MacMahon. 

Sept. 22. Rev. Nov. 1. 

They Just Had to Get Married. Matrimonial adventures of a newlyrich 


A night of terror in an ae country home. Boris Kar- 
Chas. Laughton, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale. 

Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 

Hollywood satire from the stage play. Jack Oakie, 


Once 
Dir. Russell Mack. Time, 90 mins. Re). 


couple. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 71 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 5. 
ios: . : Ww. 

Studios: Burbank Warner Brothers Offices by Be Fos ee, 


Calif. 
Big City Blues. Country boy comes to New York for thrilling experiences. 
Joan Blondell, Eric Linden. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 68 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 10. Rev. Sept. 18. 
Biessed Event. Columnist story. Lee Tracy, Mary srian, Allen Jenkins. Dir. 
Roy Del Ruth. Time, 84 mins. Rel. Sept. 10. Rev. Sept. 6 
Hard to Handle. Cagney as a high powered promoter. Cagney, Mary Brian. 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 81 mins. Rel. Jan, 28. Rev. Feb. 7. 


Haunted Gold. Search for gold In a haunted mine. John Wayne. Dir. Mack 


Wright. 00 mins. Rel. Dec. 17. Rev. Jan. 17. 

i Am a Fugitive. From the story ‘I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang.’ Paul 
Muni, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 93 mins. Rel. Nov. 
19. "hes. Nov. 15. 

Wiegal. British made story of a night club. British cast and director. Time, 
61 mins. Rel. Aug. 6. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Jewel Robbery. Romantic comedy drama from an Hungarian source. Kay 
Francis, William Powell. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 68 mins. Rel. 


Rev. July 26. 
From a story by Ernest Pascal, 
Geo. Arliss. Dir. John Adolfi. 


Aug. 13. 


King’s Vacation, The. 
out to visit his first wife. 


The king takes timo 
62 mins, Rel. 


Feb. 28. Rev. Jan, 24. 
Lawyer Man. Inside story of the profession. William Powell, Joan Blondell. 
Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 68 mins. Rel. Jan. 7. Rev. Jan. 3. 


One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 
ell, Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct, 22. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Parachute Jumper, The. Two ex-marines and a girl who go aloft. 
Fairbanks, Jr., Bette Davis. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 72 mins. 
Jan. 28. Rev. ‘Jan. 31. 

Purchase vent The.. Night club singer with a past. Barbara Stanwyck. Dir. 
wm . Wellman. Time, 68 mins. Rel. July 23. Rev. July 19. 

Ride Him, piety Western cowboy ater. John Wayne. Dir. Fred Allen. 
Time, 55 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees in Constantinople. 
Nancy Carroll, Lilyan Tashman. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 
Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 
Stranger in Town. Comedy drama of real people. Chic Sale, Ann Dvorak. 
Dir. Earle C. Kenton. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Aug. 6. Rev. July 12, 
Successful Calamity, A. Merchant pretends poverty to check family’s ex- 
travagance. George Arliss, Mary Astor, Evalyn Knapp. Dir. John G. 
Adolfi. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing. Visualization of Warden Lawes’ book. 
Spencer Tracy, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 78 mins, Rel. Jan, 31. 


Rev. Jan, 17. 


Doug. 
Rel. 


Doug Fairbanks, Jr., 
Time, 58 mins. 


Constance Bennett in a murder jam. Dir. Archie 


Two tg the World. 
ayo. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 3. Rev. Aug. 23. 
Winner Take All. Smashing fight comedy. James Cagney. Dir. Roy Del 
Ruth. Time, 67 mins. Rel. July 16. Rev. June 21 


W 4 Offices: 1501 Broadway, 

orld Wide New York, N. Y. 

From Eugene O'Neill’s play ‘Recklessness.’ Conrad Nagel, 
Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Rel. Jan. 29. 


Conflict between the sheep men and cattle raisers. 
Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 62 mins. Rel. 


Auction in Souls. 
Leila Hyams. 


Between Fighting Men. 
Ken eae Ruth Hall. 
‘. 


Chester Morris, May Clarke, 


The ruin of a man’s career. 
Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. 


Breach of Promise. 
Dir. Paul Stein. Time, 67 mins. 


Mary Doran. 
Nov. 22. 


Come On, Tarzan. Ranch owner saves his horse from a gang. Ken Maynard, 


5 ge Kennedy. Dir. Alan James. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. 
Jan. 1 

Crooked Circle, The. Mystery story with ample comedy. Ben Lyon, ZaSu 
Pitts, James Gleason, Irene Purcell. Dr. H. Bruce Humberstone. Time, 
70 mins. Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Death Kiss, The. A murder mystery with a motion picture studio back- 
ground. David Manners, Adrienne Ames, John Wray, Bela Lugosi. Dir. 
Edwin L. Marin. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Drum Taps. A Boy Scout troup to the rescue of Ken Maynard. Ken May- 
nard, Junior Coughlin, Scout Troop 107 of Hollywood. Dir. J. P. Mc- 
Gowan. 61 mins. tel. Jan, 29. 

Dynamite Ranch. Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard, 
Ruth Hal). Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 59 mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. 
Dec. 27. 


False Faces. Doctor makes a racket of his profession. Lowel] Sherman, Lila 


Lee, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Sherman. Time, 83 mins. Rel, Oct. 13. Rev. 
Nov. 29. 

Fargo Express. Straight-shocting sacrifice in the career of a cow country 
hero. Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir. Alan James. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. 

Hypnotized. Jam following a big sweepstakes win. Moran and Mack. Dis. 


Mack Sennett. Rel, Dec. Rev. Jan, 27. 


Howard 


from the stage play. 
Bischoff. 


Last Mile, The. Drama in the death house. 
Dir. Sam. 


Phillips, Preston Foster, Geo. Stone, Noel Madison 
Time, 84 mins. Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Sign of Four, The. Sherlock Holmes story. British cast. 
Isla Bevan, Ian “Iunter. Dir. Graham Cutts. Time, 74 mins. 
14. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Texas Buddies. Cowboy, veteray of the AEF, 


Arthur Wontner, 
Rel. Aug. 


turns aviator to balk the vil- 


lains. Bob Steele, Nancy Drexel. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. Time, 67 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Those We Love. A woman's understanding averts domestic tragedy. Mary 
Astor, Lilyan Tashman, Kenneth McKenna. Dir. Robt. Florey. Time, 


Rev. Sept. 20. 


in which the hero tries to solve the mystery of 
Dir. Alan James. Rel. Dec. 26. 


Dir. Herman C. Raymaker. 


77 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. 

Tombstone Canyon. Western, 
his birth. Ken Maynard, Cecilia Parker. 
Trailing the Killer. Epic of the North Woods. 
Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Uptown New York. Married happiness and a past. 

Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Time, 74 mins. Rel. 


Shirley Grey. 


Jack Oakie, 
Dec, 13. 


Dec. 4. Rev. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


(Capital.) From a Peter B. Kyne story. Barbara Kent, 


Big Payoff, The. 


J. Farrell MacDonald, Glen Tryon, Matt Moore, 71 mins, Rel. Jan, 16. 
Rev. Jan. 24. 

Big Town, The. (Invincible.) Vice crusade story. Lester Vail, Frances 
Dade. Dir. Arthur Hoerle. 57 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Face on the Bar Room Floor, The. (Invincible.) Temperance discussion. 
Dulcie Cooper, Bramweil Fletcher. Dir. Bert Bracken, Time, 65 mins. 
Rel. Oct. Rev. Jct. 18 

Footsteps in the Night. ‘(Auten.) Mystery drama. Benita Hume. Dir. Mau- 
rice Elvery. ime, 59 mins. Rel. Dec. 1, 

Goona Goona. (First Div.) Dir. Andree 


Love charms on the Island of Bali. 
Roosevelt, Armand Denis. Rel. Novy. 26. Rev. Sept. 20. 
Variety. (Capital.) Grand Hotel in an actors boarding house. Hal 

Skelly, Olive Borden. Dir. Raymond Cannon. 71 mins. Rev. Jan. 10. 

vane Killer. (Century.) Expose of wild game hunting in Africa, With lec- 

ture. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Manhattan Tower. (Remington.) Suggestive of ‘Skyscraper Souls.’ 
in an office building. Mary Brian, Irene Rich, Jas, Hall. Dir. 
Strayer. 62 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Racing Straln, The. (Irving-Maxim.) Original of: the auto races with air 


Hotel 


Romance 
Frank 


stuff. Wally Reid, Jr. Dir. Jerome Storm. 58 mins. 
Red-Haired Alibi. The. (Tower.) Gangster story. Merna Kegnedy, Theo. 
Von Eltz. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 21 Rev. 


Oct. 25. 

Scarlet Week End. (Irving.) Murder at a house party. Dorothy Revier, 
ae a Von Eltz. Dir. Willis Kent. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. 
ov. , 


Speed Ss (Capital.) Speedboat racing with acrobatic trimmings. 


Rich. Talmadge, Nancy Drexel. Dir. Geo. Crone. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 27. Rev. Oct. > . 

Tex Takes a eerer: (Argosy). All multi-color western of a mysterious 
stranger. Wallace MacDonald, Virginia Brown Faire. Dir. Alvin J. 
Nietz. 59 mins. Rev. Dec. 13 

Unholy Love. (First Div.) The classic. ‘Mme. Bovary,’ transplanted to 
Rye, N. ¥.  H. B. Warner, Lila Lee. Dir. Albert Ray. Time, 75 mins. 
Rel. Aug. Rev. Aug. 30. 


woman tied to an hypochondriac. 


Woman in Chains. (Auten.) Tragedy of a 
Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22, 


Eng. cast. Dir. Basil Dean. Time, 63 mins. 


Foreign Language Films 
(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 


A Nous la Liberte. (Auten) (French). Comedy drama. Henri 
Raymond Cordy. Dir. Rene Clair. 93 mins. Rel. May. 


Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansoucl. (Capital) (German). Rococco musical 


Marchand, 


comedy. Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl oelich. 83 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. 

Brand in der Oper. (Capital) (German). Musical drama. Gustav Froelich. 
Dir. Carl Froelich. Rel. July 19. 


Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). P haa a novel. Krystyna Ankwicz, 


M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 


Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). Mystery drama. Rene Lefevre, 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. Rey. Jan, 24. 


Coiffeur Pour Dames (Paramount) ie penen. Musical farce, Fernand Gravey. 


0 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov 
Das Nachtigall a (Capital) (Ger). Love in Hawaii. Dir. Leo: Lasky. 
80 mins. Rel, - 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 
Das Schoene vr Doct (German) (Protex). Romantic comedy. Kaethe 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13. 


David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 
$0 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Der Bali (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dolly Haas. Dir. Wilhelm 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 9, 

Der Falsche Ehemann (German) (Protex). Farce. Dir. Johannes Guter. 
85 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 

Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Militery musical, Vliasta 
Burian. Dir. Carl Lamac. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12. 

Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (A-R) (Ger). Bheeer3 5 Max Adalbert. Dir. 


Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan, 24, 
Felix Bressart, Herman Thimig. 


96 mins, 
(Capital) (Ger). 


Richard Oswald. 
Der Herr Burovorsteher. 


Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. 
Der Schwartze Hussar (Protex) (Ger.). Costume romance. spend Veidt, 
Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev, Jan. 3. 


Die Blumenfrau von Lindenau (German) (Protex). Comedy. Renate Muel- 
ler, Hansi Niese. Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 12. 


Die Csikos Baroness. (Capital) (Ger. Hung). Musical comed ¥ ay Theimer, 
Paul Vincenti. Dir. Ernst Verebes. Time, 82 mins. April 1, 

Die Grosse Attraktion (A-R) (Ger). Musical romance. Side Tauber. 80 
mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

Die Grosse Liebe. (German) (FAF). Drama of mother love. 
80 mins. Rel. March 1. Rey. Feb. 23. 

Die Lustigen Weiber von Wien. ‘Capital) (Ger). 


Hansi Niese. 


Willy Forst, Irene Elsinger. 


Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 n.‘ns. Rel. July 1. 

Dienst Is Dienst. (New Era) (Ger). Musical. Ralph Roberts, Lucie Eng- 
lische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 8. 

Die vom Rummelplatz. Capital gt Anny Ondra, Siegfried Arno. Dir. 
Karl Lamac. 9 reels. Rel, Feb. 

Eine Nacht in Paradies (A-R) Satay " Musical comedy. Anny Ondra. 90 
mins. Rel, Feb. 15. 

Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) a eh Mystery thriller. Dir. Alfred Zeésler. 
68 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. = S 

Ein Prinz Verliebt Sich. prise (Ger). Musical. Lien Deyers. Dir. 
Conrad Wiene. 75 mins. Rel. May. 

Eli Hombre Que Asesino (Paramount) (Spanish). Rosita Moreno, Ricardo 
Puga. 70 mins. Rel, April 15. 

Ein Walzer von Strauss. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich. Dir. 
Conrad Weins. 89 mins. Rel. March 10. 

Friederike (A-R) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe’s life. Mady 
Christians. 30 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Musical comedy. Gitta Alpar, 


Gustav Froelich. Dir. Cart Froelich. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 


Gloria. (German) (New Era). Transatlantic aviation drama. Gustav Froeh- 
lich, Brigitte Helm. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Nov. 1 

Holzapfel Weiss Alles (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix Bressart. Dir. 
Viktor Janson. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Hurrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Max Adalbert, Ida Wuest, Lucie 
English. Dir. Geo. Jacoby. 91 mins. Rel. June 24, 


Hyppolit a Lakaj (International) (Hungarian). Fast farce. Dir. Szekely Ist- 





van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan, Rev. Jan. 17 
Ivan. (Amkino) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 8&3 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 
Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Granach, 
Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 
Koenigin von Preussen. See ‘Luise’. 
La Couturiere de Lunevilie (Par) (French). austen! of woman's love. 
Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 90 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Oct, 22, 
Le Bal (French) (Protex). 'Domestic comedy. Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 83 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Le Roi Des Resquilleurs (French) (Protex). Comedy with music. Milton. Dir. 
Georges Colombier. 90 mins. Kel. June L. Rev. June 14. 
Liebe Ist Liebe (German) (Protex). Musical comedy. Kaethe von Nagy, Hans 
lbers. Dir. Paul Martin. 80 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 7. 
Ljubav JI Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of life among N. Y. imigrants. 
Rakel Davidovic. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins tel, Dec, 15. 
Lulse, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical Henry 
Porten. Dir. Carl Froelich. Time, 92 mins. Rel. Oct. 4 
{Continued on page 54) 





OMAHA GOES 
100% RECEIVER 


Omaha, Feb. 13. 


Town’s in hands of receivers. 

Orpheum made it unamimous by 
going in at request of Minnesota 
Loan and Trust company and C. V. 
Smith of Minneapolis, co-trustees 
for $1,250,000 bond issue dated Dec. 
1, 1926. Charge that $32,100 inter- 
est, as well as Dec. 1, 1932, principal 
payment in default and company 
behind on ground rent. Herbert S. 
Daniel is receiver. 

Paramount holdings here went 
into receivership a few days before, 
with A. H. Blank appointed. 

All theatres operating and looks 
like lease charges main object of 
attack. 

Omaha Orpheum is subsidiary of 
RKO, national. 


HAMRICK TAKES OVER 
FOX B’WAY, TACOMA 


Tacoma, Feb. 13. 

Fox Broadway, FWC, biggest 
local deluxer, has been leased by 
John Hamrick. 

Reopening Saturday with ‘The 
Kid From Spain’ at 25ce any time 
with 40c loges. 

Ned Edris, manager for Hamrick 
at the Blue Mouse and Temple, will 
direct the newly named ‘Music Box,’ 
with W. J. Conners, assistant city 
manager for Hamrick helping. 

With Hamrick taking over the old 
Broadway, al! :ocal theatres are now 
operated by native interests. Jen- 
sen & Von Herberg are ‘recent 
leasees of the RKO, renamed the. 
Roxy. =<} 

Fox Rialto, former FWC house 
here, now in receivership, suddenly 
closed last week. Understood clos- 
ing was carried out to force cancel- 
lation of lease carried by Pacific 
Northwest Theatres, sub of FWC., 











FILMS FOR RIVOLI 


‘Secrets’ After Current ‘Bum’, Then 
Swanson Picture 





The last of four pictures prom- 
ised the Rivoli, New York, by Para- 
movnt, is not expected until late 
spring. What it may be no one as 
yet knows. 

Meanwhile, the United Artists 
first run does not believe it will be 
cramped for product. Following 
I'm a Bum’, current, house will get 
Mary Pickford’s ‘Secrets’ and after 
that ‘Perfect Understanding’, made 
by Gloria Swanson in England. 

‘Masquerader’, from Sam Gold- 
wyn, and ‘Jade’, made indepen- 
dently for UA release by Walter 
Futter, come in after that, 


RKO in L. A. Trying 2 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 


RKO Hillstreet, holding to the 
highest admission of the straight 
picture deluxers downtown, has 
booked in another dual bill for week 
beginning (16). Similar experiment 
was made a few weeks ago. 

Augmenting ‘Lucky Devils’ will 
be Ed Wynn in ‘Follow the Crowd,’ 
reissue which management hopes to 
capitalize on through the come- 
dian’s weekly broadcasts. 








Par’s Nashville Receiver 





Nashville, Feb. 13. 

An ancillary receivership for the 
local Paramount, sought by Charles 
L. Dooley, receiver for the Tennes- 
see Enterprises, and the Irving 
Trust Company of New York, re- 
ceiver for the Publix Enterprises, 
was granted by Federal Judge John 
J. Gore. 

Theatre is the property of the 
Tennessee Enterprises, indebted to 
the Publix Enterprises. Dooley was 
named ancillary receiver. 


Union Operators Back 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Union projectionists are back in 





the Carlton and Rivoli after out 
over a year. Houses are subsids of 
the West Coast Hollywood Theatres, 
with Car] Graff also owning 50%. 
Change to union operators was 
made two weeks ago in the other 
houses of the subsid circuit. 
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Tuesday, February 14, 1933 








AIR LINE NEWS 


Women in Radio 
‘We girls’ have been active in radio since its inception. The first 
columnist on the air was a woman, Bertha Brainard, now an executive 
of the NBC. The first crooner was a woman, Vaughn de Leath. 
And some of the biggest singers—both from a salary and a physical 
standpoint—are women. 








Overtones 
When the Three Sizzlers were on the air last week they finished their 
program with ‘It Don’t Mean a Thing.’ The announcer was signing them 
off with ‘This is the National Broadcasting Company,” but over it all 
could be heard, ‘And It Don’t Mean a Thing.’ 





Indictment! 

Mike Porter, N. Y. ‘Evening Journal's’ ‘Aircaster,’ hurls this into the 
camp of the radio critics: 

‘More than 50% of today’s so-called radio critics have graduated from 
office boy jobs on newspapers because unimaginative managing editors, 
in the early days of radio, assigned callow, untrained youths to the han- 
dling of programs. Eventually, these youths became radio editors, and 
inevitably set themselves up as oracles and experts, even though they 
were, and still are, totally ignorant of more than a casual smattering 
of music, drama, history, comedy and most of the other phases of ether 
entertainment.’ 





A Porter’s Mistake 
Morton Downey went into the studio the other day for rehearsal and 
found it empty but for a porter who greeted him with ‘Good evening, 
Mr. Novis.’ 
The porter has been apologizing ever since. 





Too Many Slugs 
The telephone pay stations have been taken off the floors at NBC. Too 
many slugs were being used. ° 
Two more booths have been added in the drug store in the same build- 
ing, and the crowd has to go there to use the phones. And is that drug- 
gist pleased with the added patronage! 





Novis Returns 
Donald Novis is convalescing and expects to be able to return to the 
Woodbury program this week, but will not return to the Paramount until 
March 1. 


rc Incidentally, Mr. Novis’s new secretary is a gentleman from the West. 





Looking for Farm 
Tom Noonan, who conducts the ‘Cathedral of the Underworld’ broad- 
casts over WMCA, is looking for a farm where he can put some of his 
people to work to supply food for his Mission, 





Slight Connection 


Outside of playing the title role, arranging the music, composing some 
of the songs, singing the chants, directing the program and helping as 
co-adaptor, Juano Hernandez has nothing to do with ‘John Henry,’ 
CBS’s dramatizations of Roark Bradford’s book. 





Xylophone Barrage 
Watch for a new Jap offensive against China. Harry Breuer, WOR 
xylophonist, is teaching 11 sons of the Mikado how to play that instru- 
ment. 





Whiteman’s First Sponsor 
Paul Whiteman’s first sponsor was an Italian fruit vendor in Denver. 
At the age of seven, Paul played his fiddle on the sidewalk in front of the 
stand to attract trade, 
That is, he did until his mother caught him at it. 





Toothpaste’s Journeys 
Forhan Toothpaste begins a new series of weekly programs over 
WMCA Feb. 20 called ‘Jews in Scattered Lands’—a musical journey to 
foreign lands. 





Fred Allane’s Secret 
Fred Allen’s right name is John Florence Sullivan. Before adopting 
Allen as his stage name, he was professionally known as Paul Huckle 
and Fred James, No luck with either tag. 





Short Shots 


George Cohan is helping Thomas Noonan put on a show Feb. 19 for 
his Mission Carnival...Grace Breen Clark, for whom Victor Herbert 
wrote the operetta ‘Hileen,’ is auditioning for radio...A correspondent 
asks what became of the strong silent men that the talkies put out of 
the movies; most of them became crooners...Nat Shilkret is writing 
and orchestrating a brand new score for each ‘Inside Story.’ of the new 
Edwin C. Hill series on CBS...Billy Jones and Ernie Hare are playing 
vaudeville...Ralph Kirberry has signed to make 13 shorts...Dorys Le- 
Vene and Jashe’ Zahdo, concert pianists, every Monday night at 7 over 
WINS, and at 8:30 Miss LeVene gives a recital with Hannah Lefkowitz 
over WMCA...May Singhi Breen is on a compulsory diet of buttermilk. 
.-.-In his seven and a half years on the air Frank Munn has never missed 
a scheduled program...Those giant water-cooled power tubes used at 
transmitting stations cost $480 apiece and last a thousand hours... 
Bobby Benson, CBS kid actor, averaged above 90% in his mid-year 
exams...They changed the name of Ed Hill's new book from “The Ameri- 
can Scene—1932’ to ‘The American Scene—the Inside Story,’ a free plug 
for his oil sponsor...Mr. and Mrs. Phil Cook are auditioning for the 
stork...Mildred Bailey is flirting with a commercial on Columbia... 
Arlene Jackson is a new find of NBC; a little California girl who writes 
her town material...Sam Prager, CBS pianist, hopes it will be a boy... 
WINS will supplement its report of the Roosevelt inaugural with a de- 
seription of the parade from a Goodyear dirigible...Joe Haymes, Nut 
Club bandleader, will record for Columbia...Greta Keller, newly arrived 
Viennese songbird, is making records with Nat Shilkret’s orchestra... 
Paul Tremaine, broadcasting from the Bohemia restaurant, will get five 
air periods weekly over CBS...WINS has a new concert grand piano 
nine feet long...Freddie Rich, after an absence of five years from clubs 
and ballrooms, will return to the Empire spot, from which place he'll 
broadcast over a WABC wire three times the week he's there...Dolph 
Martin, Columbia maestro, and Dok Eisenbourg, big shot in the Wharf 
Theatre summer activities at Provinceton, Mass., are one and the same 
---Kate Smith resumes her vaude tour, opening at the Earle, Philly, 
Feb. 17...Bill Lincoln, whose ‘Coral Islanders’ are heard on WINS. is a 
native of Honolulu, who has been in America since the San Francisco 
World’s Fair in 1915...Jimmy Dorsey has written a new tune for Crosby 
---Bill Paley, CBS president, is returning from a Nassau vacation... 
All work and no play makes jack—and lots of it..1f you have a sponsor. 


NBC Drops Heller DUAL WEB AUDITION 
4 Chicago, Feb. 13. Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Jackie Heller, who has been get- NBC and CBS auditioned the 
ting an NBC build-up, is singing | Same program on the same day last 
for Columbia now. He gets aj| week. And to make it more piquant 
Wednesday afternoon network and| Irene Wicker played the main role 
two local airings over WBBM/|for both networks’ consideration, 
through the week. Show in question is ‘Chickie,’ dra- 
. Understood NBC New York called! matic rights of which are controlled 
off Heller’s periods. | by Fritz Blocki. 











Always ‘Yes’ 


Freddie Berrens handles some 
35 programs for CBS weekly 
and plays between 200 and 250 
songs a week. All this under an 
assortment of noms-de-ether 
including Rhythm Kings, Syn- 
copators, Dream Waltzers, 
Sweet ’n’ Hot Band, CBS Sou- 
venirs, besides anonymously 
accompanying the Boswells, 
Greta Neisen, Reis and Dunn, 
et al. 

In all his extensive experi- 
ence Berrens observes that at 
auditions everbody gives one 
another that weisenheimer nod 
of approval and okay. Not once 
has one dared to opine that 
mebbe this wasn't so hot. It’s 
gotten Berrens so peeved that 
he’s deliberately played sour 
notes only to get the same af- 
firmative nod of approval. 
Never a ‘nay.’ 

Berrens, once furious at this 
stupid log-rolling, gave out a 
particularly sour program at 
an audition when, for some 
reason, everything went awry 
including lack of the proper 
music and general unprepared- 
ness. He came out with a 
hang-dog expression, figuring 
that this time he'd get it 100%, 
and deservingly, but found, if 
anything, that the back-slap- 
ping was even more enthusi- 
astic. 

This is the ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ of radio. Not once have 
people in the control rooms of 
studios, at auditions, audibly 








expressed disappointment. 


HAPPY AIR ACT 
QUITS KHJ IN 
SPLIT FIGHT 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

Quarrel over the percentage split 
for theatre dates between the ma- 
jority talent of the ‘Happy-Go- 
Lucky’ hour and the Don Lee coast 
CBS chain resulted in a walk-out of 
the players after the Friday (10) 
program. 

Hour, a sustainer, has been a 
favorite on the coast for 4% years, 
and recently was switched from 
KFRC, ‘the Leet station in San 
Francisco, to broadcast five after- 
noons a week from KHJ here. It 
has been appearing daily to the sta- 
tion capacity of 1,200 persons and 
was being booked for theatre dates 
by the Thomas Lee Artists’ Bureau. 

Playing in Fox West Coast Santa 
Barbara house a week ago, the hour 
was to go into Pantages, Hollywood 
(23) on an 80-20 split above $5,500. 
House had trailers on the screen 
announcing the engagement, but 
show was cancelled Friday by the 
Lee Bureau without giving the the- 
atre any reason. 

Inside is that the talent, led by 
Al and Cal Pearce, its m.c.’s, were 
not satisfied with their split. Fol- 
lowing a hot argument Friday, they 
consented to go on that afternoon 
and then call it quits. 

Other Walks 

Walking out besides the Pearce 
brothers were Tony Romano and 
Murray Amsterdam, comics; Hazel 
Warner, Norman Nielsen and Mabel 
Todd, vocalists. 

Chain intention is to continue 
with another daily program under 
the same title this afternoon (Mon- 
day), using other station talent and 
quick fill-ins, with Kenneth Niles 
m.c.’ing. An attempt will be made 
to recruit new outside talent. 














Engagements 





Lady Esther with Wayne King’s 
orchestra for 13 weeks from Feb. 
16. 3Zasic blue, excepting Cincin- 
nati, and WMAL and WSYR. 

J. A. Folger Coffee, with the ‘Judy 
and Jane’ serial, for nine weeks on 
NBC starting Feb. 27. Mon. to Fri. 
inclusive. 

Household Finance Corp., con- 
cert orchestra with Edgar Guest, 
m.c., for 13 weeks over NBC’s blue 
(WJZ) network. 

Pennzoll, with Harry Sosnick or- 
chestra and quartet, over 31 CBS 
stations Sunday nights for 13 weeks 
starting Feb. 12. 

Gold Dust Corp., Goldy and Dusty 
with the Silver Dust Twins, Mon. 
to Fri. mornings inclusive for 13 
weeks starting Feb. 15 over 10 CBS 





eastern stations. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 





Chase & Sanborn will defray all wire charges «nd other expenses to 
pick up Eddie Cantor in Florida, or from other spots en tour with the 
Cantor-Jessel vaude roadshow. This differs from Al Jolson, who pere 
sonally went $1,200 on the nut for the remote pickups from Miami during 
his winter vacash. 

Economic reason figures as Jolson’s $5,000 per broadcast is twice 
Cantor’s. Latter receives $2,500 plus $750 for script, the latter having 
been a voluntary contribution by the advertising account as a gort of 
bonus, similar to the film studio ‘dea. But Cantor has been paying 
writers like Sid Silvers, Jack Yellen and David Freedman $300 a week 
e&ch, off and on, besides spending the entire script allowance for mate. 
rial, 

In view of Cantor’s no-squawking amenability, the J. Walter Thomp- 
son ad agency will defray the pick-up charges and also the expenses of 
James Wallingford, the C&S announcer and Cantor’s straight man, 
Wallingford has joined the comedian in Miami, where Cantor will vacash 
a couple of weeks, and then continue about three more weeks with the 
vaude tour, in each instance being picked up for the air on the road. 





The late Frederick Bonfils, publisher of the Denver ‘Post,’ only a week 
or two before his death was expatiating with an NBC official on radio 
programs. Bonfils opined that the level of programs was not high. 1T 
think I'll endow a station so that the country can get some decent enter. 
tainment over the air,’ Bonfils announced abruptly in his characteristic 
offhand manner. ‘How much will it cost?’ 

Taking him literally, the NBCite paper-and-pencilled an estimated 
cost of an endowed non-commercial station. Bonfils, staggered by the 
quotation, squinted at the NBC official. ‘Honestly, Mr. Bonfils, would 
you really invest a single dollar in a radio station?’ the network exec 
asked. 

‘Go on, get out of here,’ growled Bonfils, pretending to put the other 
out of his office. 





Offer by NBC to participate financially in the Co-operative Analysis 
of Broadcasting, also known as the Crossley Reports, has been turned 
down by the Association of National Advertisers. For an annual $10,000 
contribution to the survey the network had stipulated that it be allowed 
to publish for general consumption in the trade the reports’ findings, 
ANA insists, however, that the info collected be kept sub rosa among 
the clients paying for it. 

Subscriptions among the 40 national advertisers and advertisers elig- 
ible to the periodic survey expire in March and the ANA is now out try- 
ing to drum up renewals. To date only 19 renewed subscriptions have 
come in. Project so far has taken $64,000 from members of the ANA 
and another $32,000 from advertising agencies, 





While waiting for the trans-Canada network to develop, western Can- 
ada prairie stations, headed by CKY, Winnipeg, are developing an inter- 
change of programs via the telephone system temporarily dubbed by 
press writers The Western Canada Prairie Network. 

Programs which have been deemed good enough to go over the chain 
are, from Winnipeg: ‘Prairie Hour,’ ‘Saturday Minstrels,’ Van Russell, 
magician, ‘Round-Up Rangers,’ ‘Half Hour of Fine Music,’ and Vesper 
Hour. From Regina the periods include Regina Rifles Band, Fireside 
Hour, Concert Period and ‘Dreamland Melodies." Stations in the web 
are Winnipeg, Edmonton, Calgary and Regina. 





An economic advantage which Victor and Columbia recording labs 
have for the making of electrical transcription disks is that they are 
licensed by Western Electric under an old royalty arrangement. Charge 
is considerably less than the $1 per disk royalty which the other inde- 
pendent sound studios must pay W. E. It used to be $2, but recently 
cut in half. an 

Victor and Col, as extensive phonograph record manufacturers, were 
licensed prior to the radio bull market and also are in much better po- 
sition through equipment charge-off for their regular phonograph busi- 
ness instead of saddling everything on the radio adjunct. 





P, a.’s in several of the major agencies have been instructed to guard 
from publicity the script authors on radio shows, particularly those on 
the agency’s regular staff. Purpose here is to protect the employee in 
the event the advertiser becomes dissatisfied with the output and in- 
sists that the writer get the axe. 

Other angle is that the agency as a rule sells the client on the idea 
that the service given it is derived from co-operation of the agency’s 
entire staff and that no man in particular is responsible for any piece of 
advertising copy or any part of a program put on the air. 





The four week cancellation clause now contained in- practically all 
contracts, causing the sudden shifts of talent on commercial programs, 
has made it embarrassing for the monthly radio fan mags. 

Mags’ material is usually prepared a couple of months in advance and 
by the time they make the stands they frequentiy find that several of 
the artists given the spread in the current issue are no longer on the 
air. Often a heavy play is also given to a performer’s commercial con- 
tact but by mag release date the artist is back on sustaining and another 
has taken his place on the subsidized show. 





So that the fans in the hinterland can get an eyeful of the likenesses 
of both the major and minor names on NBC programs, the network's 
press department is arranging to tour an elaborate photo exhibit. Pic- 
tures mounted on special accordion-folded frames will be put on display 
in each town’s leading department store. 

Suggestion that Ray Lee Jackson, the official studio photog, travel 
along with the exhibit has been vetoed, Contacts with the department 
stores and arrangement for shipping to the next town, will be left to the 
NBC affiliate stations on the itinerary mapped out. 





When NBC launches Josef Lhevinne on his regular Sunday evening 
half hour it won’t be wholly due to the fact that the network has de- 


(Continued on page 42) 





HORLICK WITH C&B 
Harry Horlick and his A. & P. 
Gypsies, with Frank Parker, vocal 


Lottery Clause on Way 


Washington, Feb. 13. 











soloist, have been signed by Ed 
Conne and Al Boasberg for exclu- 
sive Columbia phonograph and radio 
handling. They’re also preparing an 
act for Horlick for some personal 
apps. 

Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
are similarly set with Conne-Boas- 
berg. 





Kyne Starts 
San Francisco, Feb. 13. 
Peter B. Kyne goes radio next 
week when he _ starts” spinning 
yarns for MJB Coffee over NBC’s 
Coast hookup. 
Ted FioRito’s orchestra and other 
talent lineup continues. 





Ban on lotteries over air, included 


in House bill to amend radio act, 
went through Senate Thursday (9) 
without record vote. Bill now goes 
to conference before final passage 
by both houses. 

Lottery measures bars broadcast- 
ing any information of lotteries 
wherein awarding of prizes depends 
on chance. Does not affect contests 
with positive skill angle. Penalty 
for conviction is $1,000, or year or 
both. 

Senate added to House recom- 
mendation clause that station can 
not be taken off air for violation of 
lottery ban. P 
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Crosley's Suspends 


Cut In as High as 50% on Salaries 


Cincinnati, Feb. 13. 

Crosley’s artists’ bureau’ sus- 
pended last week. From now on 
WLW talent is at liberty to arrange 
bookings for personal appearances 
either direct or through individual 
representatives, but must pay the 
station a percentage of the take for 
air announcements of the dates. 

In the past the Crosley booking 
department furnished an agent and 
offered ther blasts of theatre en- 
gagements for a cut of from 40 to 
50% of the artist’s salary. Under 
the new arrangement the station's 
cut, it is understood, will be some- 
thing like 10% of what the theatre 
pays to its talent. 

For the last year or so the WLW 
artists’ bureau was headed by sev- 
eral different men who had no 
previous booking experience. Most 
of their contracts with houses were 
on a percentage basis, which re- 
sulted in light returns for the tal- 
ent. In a few instances, where ar- 
tists were to share in a split of a 
theatre’s gross above a certain fig- 
ure, the artists failed to reach the 
dividing marks and received noth- 
ing for their stage work. They also 
lost transportation and hotel ex- 
pense for the dates, which they paid 
themselves. 

Seven Let Out 


The folding of the bureau came 
on the heels of the flop suffered by 
a unit of WLW acts at the Music 
Hall in this city last week. A six- 
act bill was booked into the 3,500- 
seat auditorium for seven days. 
Poor biz called for a halt after three 
days. Troupe was in on a 50-50 
split, and its share for the three 
days was only $200. 

Brodie also resulted in WLW let- 
ting out Sid Ten Eyck, announcer 
and sustaining artist; the Randall 
Sisters, hillbilly singing trio; Yoe- 
dling Twins and the Wanderers. 
R. L. Ferguson and Jim McConnell, 
in charge of bookings, also are out. 


Groucho-Chico Get 
$6,900 Weekly on 
New S. 0. Contract 





Its Booking: 








100% Booked 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 

Boswell Sisters, currently at 
the Chicago, and Kate Smith, 
booked for March 17 at the 
same house, will complete an 
unusual record at Balaban and 
Katz. At that time, everyone 
of the radio cast in Para- 
mount’s ‘Big Broadcast’ film 
will have made a personal ap- 
pearance in Chicago at either 
the Chicago or Oriental thea- 
tres. 

Included in this roster are: 
Mills Brothers, Bing Crosby, 
Kate Smith, Boswells, Arthur 
Tracy, Burns and Allen, Cab 
Calloway, and Vincent Lopez. 


Claim One Way to 
Insult Agencies Is 
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DEPT. POLITICS 
KILLS CHANGES 


Networks Careless with Sus- 
taining Acts—Inter-Dept. 
Politics Ruinous to Pos- 
sible Radio Stars—Couple 
Broadcasts and Off 





ALWAYS NEW PETS 


Fadi that no new names have been 
created from within radio’s own 
ranks for a year, according to the 
consensus of opinion in the broad- 
casting trade, is due to the careless 
treatment accorded to the networks 
to acts designated for a buildup. 
Contention is that at no time during 
the past year has this knack for 
talent mishandling been as aggra- 
vated as it now prevails. 

What makes it worse than ever 
is the turmoil of inside politics. 
Under pressure from the top to get 
busy and stimulate listener interest 
with a new line of candidates for 





To Ask for Mone 


— —- 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 

Fritz Blocki’s experience with 
Fred Ibbett, of the McCann-Erick- 
son agency, bears out the claim of 
other radio authors that the one 
way to insult an advertising agency 
is to insist upon payment for 
scripts written to order. Blocki got 
his script back, a curt dismissal, 


and all 
off when, in making an issue of the 
agency’s responsibility, he requested 
payment on a script written for 
Italian Campagna’s ‘Fu Manchu.’ 

Other authors have reported sim- 
ilar experiences with various ad 
agencies which are pleasant and 
enthusiastic until the authors de- 
clare themselves as unwilling to 
write just for glory and anxious to 
see a little cash. 

Blocki took his complaint to A. R. 


aes Wallace, Ibbett’s superior in Mce- 

Hollywood, Feb. 18. Cann-Erickson. As far as known, 

ses , “ Blocki is the first radio author to 
Marx Brothers (Groucho and do something about the treatment 
Chico) get a renewal of their they all grumble about privately. 


Standard Oil air contract for an ad- 
ditional 13 weeks at $6,500 a per- 
formance for the two comics. In 
addition they are allowed an extra 
$1,000 for writer expenses. 

Half hour will cost S-O around 
$12,500 under the new arrangement. 
Remainder of cost includes $2,500 
for NBC ether time; $1,000 for music 
and production expense, and around 
$2,000 in line charges. 

Endeavor to tie Standard Oil of 
California into the contract, so that 
the programs could go out on the 
Coast, fell through. 

The Marxes will continue their 
Coast broadcasts, having two more 
to go on the present contract until 
they finish their Paramount picture, 
‘Cracked Ice.’ They then go to New 


York for the subsequent weekly | 
programs. 

Broadcasts will be handled by| 
John Swallow at this end in the 


absence of F. A. McCann, of the Mc- 
Cann-Erickson agency, who returns 
to New York. 


Kardboiled S.A. 
gies Feb. 13. 


Carson Pirie Scott, department | 
store, has taken the physical culture 








COAST AIR DUO PLNA TO 





From reports Blocki’s argument is 
that he is submitted an outline of 
his script which was okayed by 
Ibbett, and he contends that this 
constitutes a contract for his serv- 
ices as the price was also fixed at 
the time. 

Italian Campagana did not reject 
Blocki’s script, but everything was 
declared off by Ibbett when the pay- 
ment question became acute. 








BACK OWN LEGIT SHOW. 


San Francisco, Feb. 13. 

With possible sponsorship just 
around the corner Cecil & Sally, 
serial duo recently dropped by Pub- 
lic Food Stores on KPO, are going 
legit. 

Johnny Patrick, who is ‘Cecil’ of 
the pair, is backing himself in a | 
legit show of his own authoring | 
which he’ll open Feb. 26 at the Ful- 
ton, Oakland. Marks first public! 
appearance for the team with Pat- 
rick’s partner, Helen Troy, and cast 
all set. John Fee directing. 





| 


WBBM’S DANCE LINEUP 





period of Capt. Paul Fogarty. This | 
AB early morning period over . | Chicago, Feb. 13. 
= Frank Raimondi orchestra from 
Fogarty’s tough guy style of the 100 Club joins WBBM’'s round 
shouting orders at his unseen pupils | the town musical group this week. 
over the air was discovered to have | ptper itinerary now includes Ben 
sex appeal for the ladies with the | pojlock at the Chez Paree, Charley 
department store tie-in a result. |Straight at Vanity Fair, Earl Hoff- 
Believed to be the first time mat- | man at Casa de Alex, Herbie Mintz 


inal setting up exercises have been | at Granada and Irving 


Singer at the 


bankrolled on the. air. Fogarty | Rainbo Gardens. 
comes to radio from Culver, Mili- | Three of these spots are newly) 
tary Academ) x j opened. ’ 


negotiations were declared | 


| = Le 


ether fame, one department finds 
|itself pitted against the other in try- 
| ing to maintain spots on the sched- 
|}ule for its respective candidates. 
Program department has its own 
selections for a buildup and _ it 
wants to make sure that these are 
/down for a regular release. Execs 
| in the artists’ service are as deter- 
;mined to see that the prospects 
| they've picked get both the right 
and ample spots on the network’s 
,time chart. In the clash between 
| the two departments the talent then 
| becomes a fcotball with its chances 
of getting anywhere pretty much 
| nullified. 

Politics and Angles 


These battles for the open niches 
|has prevented untold numbers of 
sustaining candidates from being 
|pegged for regular mike appear- 
;ances, A couple of broadcasts and 
|off they come to make room for the 
| other department’s latest ‘find,’ with 
j}the change taking place before 
| they’ve had a chance to see what 
the reaction, if any, was on the 
loudspeaker. 

For an act to get a regular sus- 
taining pericd at the start doesn’t 
mean that it will retain that same 
spot very long. No matter if the 
turn shows click possibilities, the 
skids are there to be slipped under 
it at any moment ripe by the oppo- 
sition department. 


If the candidate hasn’t the inter- 
departmental situation to contend 
with, there are other handicaps. 
Being shifted around on the sched- 
ule is the least of the headaches, 

For each of the act’s programs 
there’s probably a different studio 
leader and a different set of musi- 
;cians, men who may be on their 
‘consecutive session and who look 
upon this one as just another chore. 
if the subject of the buildup is hav- 
ing instrumental backgrounds con- 
stantly changed on it, it’s likely 
confronted on each mike appear- 





ance with a different continuity 
| writer, or a different production 
man, or another engineer at the 


controls, or some other anouncer 
who looks upon this performance as 
just a limp. 

When these circumstances are 
stacked against them it is no won- 
der to the trade that neither net- 


work has, on its own, built up any | 


outstanding names the past year. 





Darmour Waxing Also; 


Actors on 2-Way Terms, 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


ing pictures and radio 
tions at the same time and with the 


ame casts. Indie film producer is | 
organizing a recording company and 
will hire players on double con- | 
tracts, 

First series will be a set of com- | 
edy dises, ‘Conky and His Pals 
Irving Fogel, of Hollywood Radio} 
\ttractions, will handle Darmour's 


ilr dé partment. 


production or writing of pro- 


j ical opening on Broadway, the 








Watching All Stages 


Scouting around for talent in 
musical, dramatic and vaude 
houses has become part of the 
regular duties of ad agency 
staff men concerned with the 


grams. One agency makes ita 
point of seeing that a member 
or two of its radio department 
are in attendance at each mus- 


boys assigned to turn in sug- 


gestions on possibilities for 
radio in the cast. 
Another agency frequently 


has men from this department 
taking a flier to nearby cities 
to look over a show breaking- 
in. 


Ad Agency Tells 
Its Radio Dept. 
No Parties—Gifts 


An order to employees in its radio 
department to stop attending parties 
with performers and their agents 
has been issued by one of the big 
advertising agencies. Also stressed 
is this agency’s attitude on the ac- 
ceptance of gifts from persons from 
whom it buys anything. Employees 
are advised that under no circum- 
stances are they to accept any sort 
of gratuity from talent or their rep- 
resentatives. 

In a conference of the agency’s 
execs, preceding the issuing of the 
orders, reference was made to com- 
mission splitting implications made 
in stories which have recently ap- 
peared in ‘Variety.’ Special note is 
said to have been paid to the pub- 
lished interview with Stuart Pea- 
body, president of the Association of 
National Advertisers, who warned 
that padding of talent prices and 
cutting in on what the mike per- 
former was supposed to get boded 
no good for the future of radio, 

















Haverlin Joins Agency 
Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Carl Haverlin, sales manager of 
KFI-KECA for several years, has 


resigned to join the advertising 
firm of Bowman, Daute & Cum- 
mings. 


Glen R. Dolberg, stations’ assist- 
ant manager, steps into the higher 
berth, 


Coast, Sensing B. 0. 
On Split, Urges 


in Ether Acts 
Free Air Show Ban 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

With Coast theatres beginning to 
show a keener interest in the book- 
ing of fave radio programs, there 
is a noticeable change of heart on 
the part of the stations to the free 
radio broadcasting shows which, it 
is estimated, are playing to around 
10,000 persons a week in Los An- 
geles alone. 

Advertisers paying the bills for 
chese air programs want to continue 
the gratis performances, but the 
stations are beginning to oppose 
this on the theory ‘why give away 
something for which theatres are 
willing to pay?’ Talent, naturally, 
is in accord with this, but so far 
the advertisers are holding out. 

Booking Municipal Auditoriums 

New point of view toward the free 
shows, both in radio and theatre 
circles, followed the launching of a 
plan to roadshow the coast CBS 
Happy-Go-Lucky hour in auditor- 
iums and halls throughout the 
state. First of these is to be at the 
Long Beach municipal auditorium, 
although a week ago the hour played 
a Fox-West Coast house in Santa 
Barbara on a 50-50 split from the 
first dollar. Negotiations are now 
for the program to go into the 
Pantages, Hollywood, on an 80-20 
split after $5,500 (house nut), the 
larger share going to the air lineup. 

F-WC is showing a willingness to 
book this and other ether acts in 
lieu of stage shows now that Fan- 
chon and Marco units are out, but 
it is indicated that the _ interest 
would be keener if the stations de- 
sisted from those free daily and 
weekly stage broadcasts for the 
public. 

KFWB Stops Free Ducats 

Warner Prothers, KFWB, which 
started the free sight and sound 
show parade with its weekly Hi- 
Jinks, is demonstrating a tendency 
to ease up. Plan formerly was for 
admissions to these broadcasts on 
the presentation of labels from the 


bread the program plugs. The 
premium thing was stopped last 


week, and, while the programs are 
free to those who want to go, there 
is not now any particular emphasis 
to obtain audiences. 

Back of this is seen the influence 
of the picture and theatre end of 
the film company. 





More Funeral Stuff 
Chicago, Feb. 13. 

‘Tombs of the Great’ is the al- 
luring title of a new program over 
WBBM every Sunday afternoon 
after March 5, Dr. Gustav Romfort 
will provide organ music appropri- 
ate to the theme that Oak Ridge 

Abbey is a nifty cemetery. 








Selling vaults. 





Similar to ‘Variety’s’ 


rial. 


Radio Protective Material Dept. 


Protective Material 
and for long an institution in the stage show business, ‘Vareity’ 
again offers its facilities, gratis, for the protection of radio mate- 


Dept. for vaudeville, 





irry Darmour will attempt mak- | 
transcrip- 


Radio scripts, ideas and all material for broadcasting purposes. 
may registered free with ‘Variety’ at its main office in New 
York. Registration carries no charge or obligation whatsoever. 
Receipt of such material for registration establishes a means for 
priority claims in the event of future disputes over gags, continui- 
ties, ete. It operated that way for vaudeville and was considered 
by this paper as a ‘ree service. 

Radio manuscripts, placed in sealed envelopes, are thus 
tered. ‘Variety’ reserves the right to open any envelopes at 
time to establish any phase of the legitimacy of the contents, al- 
though it is otherwise not concerned with the contents or outcome 
of any disputes. Likewise, the right, if the sender is not known in 
the show business, to at once open the envelope to ascertain if con- 
tents are sent in good faith or to act as a pseudo claim later on, 
if a depulication should appear on the air or elsewhere. If deciding 
material has not been sent in good faith, it will not be accepted by 
Variety’ for registration. 

The advantage of this registration of material is to expedite 
and material. In 


be 


regis- 


any 


daif- 
thie 


ferences and arguments over ideas, gags 
vaudeville field these arbitrations with the cid of ‘Variety’ meant 
that many cases were kept out of the courts and more speedily 
djudicated by an intra-trade board, 

Unperformed, like unpublished manuscripts, can’t be copyright- 
protected. Thus, this registration affords an author with a num- 
ber of ideas to register these with ‘Variety’ as means for the 

tablishment of some premise of priority 
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Phyllis (Mrs. John P.) Medbury 
will drive in from Hollywood to join 
the Old Gold m.c. who's set for six 
weeks at least. Their home is on 
the coast. 

Roland Martini, ex-pulp writer, 
authors 13 scripts a week for Black- 
ett, Sample & Hummert agency 
every week. 

Ed Herwig, news broadcaster over 
WGY, talks like Kaltenborn for 
CBS. 

Leland Stowe, Paris correspondent 
of the N. Y. ‘Herald Tribune,’ 
sounded homesick in his broadcast, 
short wave lengthed by NBC. 

Walter O’Keefe has a couple of 
radio commercial nibbles which ne- 
cessitated Al Boasberg hopping to 
meet the comedian in Cleveland last 
week. O'Keefe was there making a 
personal app. 

Theft of a supply of radio tran- 
scription records for WHDH, Sa- 
lem, caused a problem. They were 
intended for the day’s program. 

J. Rosamond Johnson is the Uncle 
Hannibal in the Wheatenaville 
sketches (NBC). 

CBS convened its branch p.a.’s in 
New York last week for no other 
reason than to pep them up again 
over Columbia’s future. Visiting 
firemen were Steve Trumbull, Chi- 
cago, Ted Church, Washington, 
Harry Elliott, San Francisco, and 
John Neagle, Poston. 

Abe Lyman and Freddie Berrens 
seem to be feuding. 

Eddie Millers now has a regular 
period all to himself on WOR, New- |, 
ark, Tuesday mornings. 

Johnny O'Connor is still business 
plenipotentiary for Fred Waring. 

Rule against releasing pictures of 
the ‘Skippy’ ether cast still prevails, 
with Percy Crosby refusing to make 
an exception even for the N. Y. 
*‘World-Tele’ radio poll in which his 
creation won first place among the 


One of Frank Mason’s main tasks 
is to guard Col. Richard C. Patter- 
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LEONARD 
HAYTON 


and His 
CHESTERFIELD 
ORCHESTRA 


SIX NIGHTS WEEKLY 
(Except Sunday) 
via 


Entire Columbia Network 
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WABC 
Every 
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“THE GREATEST TRIO 
ON THE AIR” 


“Two girls and a boy that sizzle and 
sparkle with red hot music and song 
for the early risers.” 

(ATRCASTER) 


DON-HALL TRIO 










































|niture auctions last year, back from 


Seattle, 

Joe Kerns added to KSL an- 
nouncing staff; Lennox Murdock 
taken off mike and transferred te 
copy dept. 

KLO, Ogden, books Rev. John 
Carver for daily talks. 


for KICA, Clovis, N. H. 
power from 250 to 500 watts. 


time to unlimited time by special 
authorization. 


from Northwest Brdcstg. System to 
Fishers Blend Station, Inc. 


Allen will CBS via KHJ. 
be heard, however, west of St. Louis. 


tet to broadcast daily over 
Denver, for Denver Dry Goods Co. 
Two announcers will 
events, 
other as of 39 years ago. 


Frisco broadcasting, 
Caswell Concerts over NBC for an- 
other 52 
orchestra, with singers, continue. 


announcer of WRHM, Minneapolis, 
is a former pro ball player, having | 
pitched for Minneapolis, 


Mon., Thurs. announcer in Hugh Hipple, who re- 
signed from the Central Broadcast- 
ing’s WOC, effective Feb. 10. 


KDKA’s announcers, 
entire time to direction of dramatic 
presentations. 
negie Tech’s drama school and with 
KDKA since diploma time. 


auto show. | 


ness ethics’ talks by prominent Iowa 
Rotarians. 


WGN, and making ready for Dor- 
othy Fay, 


midwestern stations take Kellogg's 
‘Buck Rogers’ program in an expan- 
sion move. 


Wednesday (8) at their new studios 
while subzero weather prevailed. 


Lu and Em on their eastern jaunt 
to Washington and other points 


starting Feb. 28. 


from CBS, 


son, NBC’s new head v.p., from in- 
terviewing newspaper men. It’s in- 
structions from M. H. Aylesworth, 
who's still the official and exclusive 
spokesman for the chain. 

James D. Shouse and Leonard 
Erickson, of CBS’ western sales 
division, dropped in on the home 
office last week. 


West 


KSL, Salt Lake City, producing 
from new Utah hotel studio. 
Milt Tagegert’s band, 








recently 


Francis Farney, ex-theatre organ- 
ist, now exclusively with KSL on 
piano work. 

Lew Greenfield, who inaugurated 
remote pick up of Salt Lake fur- 


KTFF, Twin Falls, gets full time. 
Renewal of license untily July 1 
N. D., jumps 


KGCU, Mandan, 


KRSC, Seattle, goes from day- 
License of KJR, Seattle, assigned 


While in L. A. for Paramount's 
International House,’ Burns and 
It won't 


Tom Jones and Lions Club quar- 
KLZ, 


give news 
one as of today and the 
Coffee Co., pioneer in 
renewed its 


Caswell 


weeks. Emil Polak and 





Mid-West 


(Dusty) 





Dick Farnham, sports 


KYW, Davenport, Ia., has a new 


Claude youngest of 


to devote his 


Morris, 


A graduate of Car- 


KSO bringing on Alice Joy for 


WHO sponsoring new series ‘busi- 


KSO featuring Fred Jeske, from 


NBC. 


WBBM, Chicago, and five other 


WIBO, Chicago, housewarmed 


Margaret McKay will pilot Clara, 


Gene Kreitsinger lost four days 
Chicago, because of that 
frisky nag. Horse was ruled insane 
and shot. 

Horlick’s ‘Devil Bird,’ originating 
over WGN, Chicago, extended to 
KMOX, St. Louis; KMBC, Kansas 
City; KHAB, Lincoln, and WHAS, 
Louisville, 

From a field of 17 audition aspir- ; 
ants, Donald Regan, Dixon, IIL, has 
been named as an announcer at 
WOC, Central Broadcasting Co. unit 
here, to succeed Hugh Hipple, now 


VAUDEVILLE ON 
COAST AIR TRY 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Town is going overboard on 
vaudeville programs on the air, L. 
A| is pretty well filled with people 
who used to do their stuff on the 
stage, and those who can are turn- 
ing to the air. 


Latest outlet is a Buy American 
drive to be inaugurated Thursday 
(16), by Wilshire Oil on KMTR on a 














with KYW, Chicago. 


time contract. Period will cover 


back from road route, plays KDYL.!45 minutes and be devoted to vaude 


acts exclusively. 

First program will include Doc. 
Hall, of Russell and Hall, Chas. 
Lung and six other acts m.c’d by 
Gino Sevri, 


AGENCY-NBC BATTLE 
OVER WRITER’S CREDIT 


Agency on the G. Washington 
coffee account and the program 
powers at NBC are feuding over 
the web's refusal to give air recog- 
nition to the script writer on these 
Sherlock Holmes yarns. Network 
refuses to budge from its policy of 
giving no writer credit unless a lit- 
erary name, Cecil, Warwick & 


Cecil agency contends that if it 
chooses to plug the writer of a show 
that’s its own business. 

Continuity scribbler is Edith 
Meiser who not only prepares the 
dialog for the mystery show but 
also does the Sloan Liniment affair, 
‘Warden Lawes in ‘20 Years in Sing 
Sing,’ another C-W-C account. Both 
shows are produced by an outside 
firm, McKnight & Jordan. Tom 
McKnight is the script writer's hus- 
band. 

NBC execs declare they don’t 
think the public is interested in the 
continuity author and, anyway, 
, have no intention of making an ex- 
ception in Miss Meiser’s case. Be- 
fore taking the script to G. Wash- 
ington Coffee, Miss Meiser had of- 
fered this sleuth series to the NBC 
program department for sustaining. 
But Bertha Brainard, at the time, 
thumbed it down on the ground that 
the serial wouldn’t have a chance 
on the air. 











WELCOME LEWIS RETURNS 


Sustaining for NBC—Andrea Marsh 
Also for Same Web 








After a year’s retirement from the 
network Welcome Lewis returns to 
NBC Feb. 27. It’s for a thrice 
weekly for a sustaining schedule. 

Another warbler of similar cate- 
gory set for a regular sustaining 
niche on the same chain is Andrea 
Marsh who formerly worked on the 
Canada Dry series with Ted Weems. 
This is a twice a week release with 
a third period to be added later. 





3 X%’S GO NBC 
Three X Sisters have switched 
their ether connection to NBC. 


Harmony trio is set for a four pro- 
gram a week buildup starting this 
week. 

Girls, until a few weeks ago, were 
on the Tydol show over Columbia 
and were being booked for personals 
by that network’s artists’ service. 
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Advertising Agencies 





service is gratis. 


be clarified, 


the estimation of acts’ 





“ COAST TO COAST 
WEAF SUNDAY 10 P.M. 
WJZ 7:30 A.M. Every 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat., 
Mot. M. Gale, 151 W. 46th St., New York 











part of the information published 





Advertising agencies and others in the field of radio, against 
any problem pertaining to the show business or broadcasting from 
a show angle, are invited to consult ‘Variety’ for information. This 
Mail communications will be answered promptly. 

Any show angles unfamiliar to the radio program directors of 
advertising agencies, and all other 


Information particularly may be desired by radio talent buyers on 
salary values. 


value of standard attractions for the stage, screen or radio. 
This entire free service is confidential. 
the requests will be given publicity in print or otherwise. 


s in the radio-show business, will 


These wiil be forthcoming as 
in ‘Variety’ in the past as to the 


‘Variety’ pledges none of 











The Poison Twins 





Ed Wynn and Eddie Cantor 
remain, with new year well 
under way, the two attractions 
that other commercials shy 
away from opposing on either 
Columbia or NBC's blue (WJZ) 
network. 

Inducing prospective cus- 





tomers to be opposition at 
these hours has about proved 
a hopeless proposition. Sales 
departments of both chains ad- 
mit this, 


Loew Buys WRNY 
To Plug Houses 
In Greater N. Y. 

















Calvary Baptist Church of Palisades, 


Loew, Ine. has taken over 
WRNY, New York, on an outright 


buy. Deal gives the theatre circuit 
practically full time on the air. 
WRNY is on the same channel 


(1010 kilocycles) with WHN, lo- 
cated in Manhattan, and WPAP in 
Palisades Park, N. J., both of 
which latter outlets are owned and 
operated by Loew. 

Possession of the WRNY studios 
and transmitters was immedate fol- 
lowing the closing of the sale and 
the Federal Radio Commission’s ap- 
proval of the transfer of WRNY’s 
operating license to the new owner. 
Loew intends to operate WRNY as 
a separate entity for the time being 
but to eventually merge it with 
WHN. 

Fourth station sharing the wave 
length, whose broadcasting power is 
limited to 250 watts, is WQAO, 
which is owned and operated by the 


N. J. This outlet goes on the air for 
one hour two evenings a week and 
two hours on Sundays. 

Loew’s plan is to use WRNY to 
plug the Capitol theatre and the 
circuit’s major houses located in 
Brooklyn and Queen. 


CBS ACCOUNT FED UP 
ON NBC’S THURS. NITES 


Coming to the conclusion that the 
three one hour shows running con- 
secutively on NBC’s red (WEAF) 
network Thursday nights is too 
tough a combination to contend 
with, Procter & Gamble (Chipso) 
has decided to cut out its Mills 
Brothers session that evening and 
instead concentrate on a single half 
hour period some other night in the 
week. New arrangement will go 
into effect as soon as CBS can clear 
the required stations. 

As its schedule now stands the 
P-G account has the Mills also on 
a quarter hour whirl Monday 
nights. When the program goes to 
a single 30-minutes Victor Young 
will step in to baton the band with 
Paul Small also added to do solo 
warbling. 

The three programs that P-G con- 
siders too strong a hand to stack 
up against are Fleischmann, Max- 
well House's Showboat and Lucky 
Strike. 








Dempsey or Hayes 
For Boxing Resume 


Haves, formerly Jack 

trainer, is peddling 
around to ad agencies 
scripts purporting to spill the in- 


Teddy 
Dempsey’s 


a series of 


FORD'S 3 WKLY 
HOURS, 2 WEBS 


Ford Motor Car Co., is in nego. 
tiation with both NBC and Colum. 
bia for three one hour periods a 
week, Idea is similar to the ar. 
rangement now being supported by 
the Standard Oil combine. 

The Ford intent is three different 
types of programs with release de. 
pending on which network is able 
to clear the stations required. One 
program would be framed around a 
dramatic or musical comedy idea, 
the second would be strictly made 
up of name dance bands, and the 
third, a symphonic orchestra with 
guest concert stars. All programs 
will be scheduled for an evening 
cross-country hookup. 

The contract Ford figures on sige 
naturing with the networks calls 
for a minimum of 13 weeks. 


PACIFIC COAST AIR GETS 
MARLBORO CIGARETS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

Marlboro cigarets invading the 
coast, opening Tuesday (21) with a 
three times weekly broadcast over 
the Don Lee coast CBS chain for a 
52-week period, 9 to 9:15 p. m,, 
Pacific time. 
Backbone will be Raymond Paige's 
KHJ orchestra with vocal interrup- 
tions, in a program of symphonic 
jazz. 


Richy Craig Ill Again 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Richy Craig, Jr., is understood to 
be in a serious condition and going 
to Pottinger’s Sanitarium, Monrovia, 
Calif., for treatment. 


Craig ails off and on with 
lung trouble. 


FRED 
ALLEN 


Management 
WALTER BATCHELOR 

















his 





BATH CLUB REVUE 
‘momma WE 


Sunday, 9 P. M., E. S. T. 


LOU 
KATZMAN 


And His LINIT ORCHESTRA 











JACK DENNY 
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Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 
Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


WEAF WABC 





side on the boxing industry. Prop- 
osition calls for his personal ap- 
pearance at the mike, and program 
would be a mixture of personal nar- 


rative and dramatized flashbacks 
from big fignts in which Hayes was 
involved. 


Among the agencies to whom the 
idea has been submitted, one has 
also been offered sack Dempsey in 
person for a network series, but 
not with Hayes as part of the show. 


2 Broadcasts and Off, 
A New York Record 


The Mr. Sole and Mr. Heel stanza, 
supported by Klein's shoe repairing 
chain on WEAF Sunday afternoons, 
canceled after two broadcasts. Short 
stay on the air marks a record for 





any of the three local network sta- 
tions, 
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- Radio Directory 


(As a convenience for readers unfamiliar with who’s who in Radio, 
‘Variety’ prints below a directory for New York and Chicago.) 








WINS 
114 E. 58th St. 


New York City 


NBC Eldorado 5-6100 
. Bradley Kelly, Station Mgr. 
(Stations WJZ-WEAF) John 8. Martin, Sales Mgr. 
711 Fifth Ave. John McCormick, Program Dir. 
Plaza 2-1900 Harold Shubert, Production Mgr. 


Bernard Levitow, Musical Dir. 
George Wieda, Press. 


WMCA-WPCH 


1697 Broadway 
Columbus 5-5660 


M. H. Aylesworth, President. 

Richard C. Patterson, Jr., Executive V.-P. 
G. C. McClelland, Ass’t to the President. 
John Elwood, V.-P. 

A. L. Ashby, V.-P. and Gen. Atty. 
George Engles, V.-P. on Artists’ Service. 


John F. Royal, V.-P. on Programs. Donald Flamm, Pres. 

Roy C. Witmer, V.-P. on Sales. William Weisman, V.-P. 

Frank Mason, V.-P. on Public Relations. Fred W. Dyson, Bus. Mer. 

Lewis MacConnach, Secretary. Sidney Flamm, Sales Mer. 

Mark J. Woods, Secretary. Harry Carlson, WMCA Program Mer. 
H. F. McKeon, Auditor. Bill Williams, WPCH Program Mgr. 


H. F. Kelly, Asst. Auditor, Studio Director. 
Cc. W. Horn, Gen. Engineer. 

Frank Mullen, Agricultural Dir. 

J. deJara Almonte, Evening Operations. 
Bertha Brainard, Program Mer. 
G. W. Payne, Operations. 

R. J. Teichern, Asst, to Treas. 
D. S. Tuthill, Sales Mgr., Artists’ 


Department Heads 


Donald G. Shaw, Eastern Sales Mgr. 

Thos. H. Belviso, Music Library. 

W. b. Bloxham, Purchasing Agent. 

John R. Carey, Service Supervisor. 

oO. B. Hanson, Mer., Plant Operation and 
Engineering Dept. 

Ruth Keeler, Personnel Supervisor. 

Donald Withycomb, Mgr. Sta, Relations. 


Jack Ricker, 
Harry Pascoe, Continuity. 
Capt. Robert Wood, Publicity. 
Irving Selzer and Sol Shapiro, 
Directors. 
Frank Marx, 


Chicago 
NBC 


Merchandise Mart 
Superior 8300 


(Stations WENR—WMAQ) 


Musical 


chief engineer. 





Service. 


Paul F. Peter, Mer. Statistical Dept. ae h . 
Pa W. Johnstone, Mer. Press Relations o—- oe ce Peng 4 “er 
pt. 1 ‘Station Relati Mer. 
‘‘uinton Adams, Mgr. Electrical Tran- fey Whalkey Offies ae _ s 
— Dept. Roy Shield, Chief Musical Dir. 
- H. James, Sales Promotions Mgr. . L. Menser, Production Dir. 
cBs A. W. Kaney, Program Mer 
P Alex Robb, Asst. Program gr. 
(Station WABC) L. J. Fitzgerald, Artists Mer. 


Continuity Editor. 
Frank Mullen, Dir. of Agriculture, 
Judith Waller, Educational Dir, 
Kenneth Carpenter, Sales Mer. 
William Hedges, Local Sales Mer. 
I. E. Showerman, Sales Service Mer. 
E. C. Carlson, Sales Promotion Mer. 
Howard Luugens, Chief Engineer. 
M. W. Rife, Chief Field Engineer. 
B. R. Donges, Maintenance Mer. 
Ben Pratt, Public Relations Counsel. 
Al Williamson, Publicity Mer. 


CBS 


Wrigley Bldg. 
Whitehall 6000 


(Station WBBM) 


Lesiie Atlass, V.-P. in charge. 

Leonard Erickson, Western Sales Mar. 
Walter Preston, Program Dir. 
Bobby Brown, Gen. Production Mgr. e 
Jeff King, Traffic and Office Mer. 
Harold Fair, Asst. Program Dir. 
Howard Neumiller, Musical Dir. 


485 Madison Ave. John Guion, 


Wickersham 2-2000 


William §S. Paley, President. 

Edward Klauber, Executive V.-P. 

Sam Pickard, V.-P. 

Hugh Kendall Boice, V.-P. in Charge of 
Bales. 

Lawrence W. Lowman, V.-P. on Opera- 
tions and Gecretary. 
M. R. Runyon, Treasurer. 

Karl Knipe, Sales Mgr. 

William H. Engisn, Asst. Sales Mer. 
Julius 8S. Seebach, Program Operations, 
Paul W. White, Publicity. 

Edwin K. Cohan, Technical Dir. 

Paul W. Kesten, Sales Research. 
John J. Karol, Market Research. 

John 8. Carlisle, Production Mgr. 
Frederic P. Willis, Educational Dir. 
Julius Mattfeld, Music Library. 

Hugh Cowan, Commercial Engineer. 
Ferrin Fraser, Editor, Continuity. 
Marion R. Parsonnett, Dramatic Dir. 
Herbert B. Glover, News Broadcasting. 


Ralph J. ,» Mer. P » 
ph J. Wonders, Mer., Artists’ Bureau William Cooper, Continuity Editor. 
WOR Larry Fisk, Chief Engineer. 
sroadway Kelly Smith, WBBM Sales Mer. 
RE na Mos ‘3. 8383 Steve Trumbull, CBS Publicity Mer. 
Altres J. McCosker, Station Mer Ruth Betz, WBBM Publicity Mer. 
. A. Cormier, Sales Mer. ‘4 oy Harlow Wilcox, Chief Announcer. 


Richard Elpers, Sales Promotion Mgr. 
Arthur Wesner, Community Concert Mer. 
McClure Bellows, CBS Concert Mer. 


Waiter J. Neff, Asst. Sales Mgr. 
Lewis Reid, Program Dir. 
George Shackley, Musical Dir. 
Robert I. Wilder, Press. KYW 

















J. R. Poppele, Chief Engineer. 
7 . - - —- Strauss Bldg. 
. Wabash 4040 
Homer Hogan, Gen. Mer. 
é Parker Wheatley, Production Mgr. 
Harold E. Bean, Asst. Production Mgr. 
Rex Maupin, Musical Director. 
H. E. Randall, Chief Engineer. 
morton a. milman Uimer Turner, Publicity Dir. 
circle 7-2525 “ a Ff 
° urniture ar 
2580 | Delaware 9600 
John Fitzpatrick, President. 
Edward N. Nockles, Gen. Mgr. 
Franklin Lundquist, Bus. Mgr. 
Maurice Lynch, Treasurer. 
Phillip Friedlander, Production Dir. 
Eddie Hanson, Musical Dir. 
Howard Keegan, Chief Announcer. 
Maynard Marquardt, Chief Engineer. 


CHARLES 














ALTHOFF Pat Murphy, Publicity Dir. 
WJJD 
. - Palmer House 
Variety, New York State 5466 
Cc. A. Howell, Mgr. 
R. R. Kaufman, Commercial Mgr. 

















Program Dir. 
Musical Dir. 


David Capp, 
David Bennett, 





Joe Allobough, Chief Announcer. 
WLS 
renter of che 230 W. Washington 

Gauchos Program so ctl a0 ae 
Burridge Butler, President. 
Glenn Snyder, Gen. Mer. 

And Many Other Superior Programs George Biggar, Program Mer. 
D. R. McDonald, Adv. Mgr. 


CBS Sunday 11 P. M. WABC Tom Rowe, Chief Engineer. 


Clementine Legg, Artists Mer. 





— ee —— Hal O'Halloran, Chief Announcer. 
a Harry Steele, Publicity Dir. 
“SWEETHEARTS OF THE AIR” . 
WGN 
MAY SINGHI PETER Drake Hotel 


Superior 0100 


W. E. McFarland, Gen. Mer. 
Quin Ryan, Station Mer. 


BREEN and DE ROSE~ 





















George Isaac, Commercial Mer. 
ENTERING 10TH YEAR OF RADIO Edward Barry, Production Mgr. 
: Delos Owen, Musical Dir. 
Mgt. NBC Artists’ Bureau Carl Myers, Chief Engineer. 
Frank Schreiter, Publicity Dir, 
_ iesatineate = ame —————— a 
x == 








PAUL 
| WHITEMAN’S 


:auditioned was a tab version of 


John Cerny, 
James MacPherson, Sales Mar. 

H. V. FitzCharles, Chief Engineer. 
Alice Tiplady, Publicity Dir. 


WGES 


128 N. Crawford 

Van Buren 8900 
Gene Dyer, Station Mgr. 
Charles Lanphear, Production Mgr. 
Joseph Brubaker, Chief Engineer. 
John Van, Musical Dir. 
Den Crosnor, Chief Announcer, 


Advertising Agencies 


Lord & Thomas—Henry Sellinger. 

J. Walter Thompson—Tom Luckenbill. 
Erwin-Wasey—William Weddell. 
McCann-Erickson—Fred Ibbett. 

N. W. Ayer—W. G. McGuire. 
Critchfield—Frank 6teel. 
McJunkin—O,. H. Morris. 
BBD&O—George May. 
Blackett-Sample—Edwin Ayleshire. 
Henri Hurst McDonali—Art Decker. 


Los Angeles 


KHJ 
(Columbia Don Lee B ing System) 
1076 West 7th Street 


Vandyke 7111 
Don Lee, President. 
Leo B. Tyson, Gen. Mgr. 
Cc. Ellsworth Wylie, Gen. Sales Mar. 
Raymond Paige, Musical and Program 
ir. 
Paul Rickenbacher, Production Mgr. 
Kenneth Niles, Asst. Neng _— 
Van C. Newkirk, Traffic M 
Arthur J. Kemp, Asst. Aav. "Mer. (KHJ 


only). 
KFI and KECA 


(NBC outlets) 
Barle C. Anthony, 
1000 So. Hope Street 
Richmond 6111 
Earle C. Anthony, President. 
Arthur Kales, V.-P. -_. os Mer. 
Glen Dolberg, Program D) 
Carl Haverlin, eeank Mer. 


KFWB 


Warner Bros. Pictures Corp. 
Warner Theatre Bldg. 
Hollywood 0315 

Gerald King, Gen. Mar. 

Chester Mittendorf,  ~rpamatene Mar. 
Jack Joy, Program 

Johnnie Murray, Charge Vaude Programs. 
Kay Van Riper, Charge Dramatic Prog. 


KNX 


Western Broadcasting 
Paramount ee Ra 
Hempstead 4101 
Guy C. Earl, Jr., President. 
Naylor Rogers, V.-P. and Gen. Mgr. 
Carl B. Nissen, Commercial Mgr. 
Kenneth C. Ormiston, Technical Super- 
visor. 
Drury Lane, Pro 


am Mgr. 
Wilbur Hatch, eseal Dir. 


KMTR 


KMTR Radio Corp. 
915 No. Formosa, Hollywood 
Hillside 1161 
Reed E. Callister, President. 
L. W. Peters, Gen. Mgr. 
Harold Horton, Prod. Mgr. 
Salvatore Santaella, Musical Dir. 


San Francisco 


NBC 


Pacific Coast Division 
111 Centre Street 
Centre 1920 
Don E. Gilman, V.-P. of NBC and Gen. 
Mgr. Pac. Coast Div. 
Cc. L. McCarthy, Asst. Gen. Mgr. 
Harry Anderson, Adv. Mgr. 
J. L. Frost, Program Dir. 





Armour Mulls Drama 
With Legit Cast 


Armour & Co. is considering turn- 
ing its Friday evening half hour on 
NBC into a dramatic affair. Would 
use legit names in the cast. 


Sample show the meat packer 


‘The Valiant,’ with Glenn Hunter, 
Sylvia Fields, William Morris, Wil- 
liam Shelly, Percy Moore and Ray 
Collins. 





A & P AUDITIONING 


A & P stores is auditioning H. H. 
Van Loan’s dramatic series, ‘A Tale 
of the Cities.’ The two samples of 
the saga, heard by the account at 
NBC, had Nat Shilkret heading the 
musical interludes. For the second 
installment A & P inserted a mixed 
quartet. 


Same commercial has currently on 
the same network the Booth Tark- 
ington episodic sketch, ‘Maude and 
Bill.’ 





NBC SWEARS IN POSSE 
Chicago, Feb. 13. 


NBC has added three salesmen to 
stalk new accounts. They are 
Calvin Austin, formerly of Lord and 
Thomas, Hi Schuster from the Chi- 
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will be paid by Notox, hair dye, for 
a Monday-Wednesday-Friday series 


on the air. 


cago ‘Daily News,’ and James 


NBC Says Helpless 





Stop 15 Sec. Chisel 


Reason for Columbia’s short- 
ening of the station break 
(station identification) from 
30 to 15 seconds is to prevent 


affiliated stations from slip- 
ping in local announcements. 
Clipping of time here, of 


course, only pertains to the 
pauses between the quarter- 
hour cycles of programs run- 
ning a half hour or more. Be- 
cause of mechanical require- 
ments the full 30-second break 
will continue to prevail for 
programs originating from the 
Pacific Coast. 

Network says it found that 
too many of the stations on a 
sustaining hookup were taking 
advantage of the customary 
pause to slip in a plug for some 
local account, with the result 
that listeners frequently gar- 
nered the impression that the 
program was being bankrolled 
by the local commercial. Or- 
ders to desist failed to curtail 
the practice. 











Agencies, Advertisers 
Flock to Hear First 
F-M Ether Audition 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Fanchon & Marco’s initial radio 
audition was staged at the Sunset 
avenue studios Tuesday (7) with 
reps on hand from all Coast adver- 
tising agencies, and most of the 
wholesale and _ retail companies 
which go in for etherizing their 
product. First audition consisted of 
three individual programs, each 
running 30 mins. 

One comprised Georgie Stoll, with 
an orchestra of 28 providing the 
musical background; Richey Craig, 
Jr., in two comedy bits, and Jimmy 
Starr, picture ed of the L. A. ‘Her- 
ald-Express,’ doing four minutes of 
film chatter, 

Second program was headed by 
Rube Wolf and included the Three 
Cheers. Third period was a conti- 
nuity broadcast titled ‘Applause 
Department,’ comedy skit by Barry 
Trivers and Ed Josephs. 





Columnist’s Commercial 
With Guest Talent Fare 


Canadian Fur Trappers, operators 
of a chain of fur shops, starts on 
NBC with a cross-country hookup 
within the next three weeks. Taient 
end of the program will be a Nick 
Kenny promotion, the N. Y. ‘Mirror’ 
radio columnist agreeing, for a lump 
sum weekly, to furnish the guest 
artists. Only persons on the show 
due to collect in cash are members 
of the George Hall orchestra. 

Kenny has already pegged for his 
first broadcast Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 
Crawford, the organists. Arrange- 
ment calls for at least three broad- 
casts a week. 


BUTTERWORTH TRYING 


Charlie Butterworth is radio-ex- 
pectant. Comedian hasn’t a sponsor 
yet but has been auditioning. 

He is being serviced with script 
material by Pat Ballard. 








Marge Sheridan’s New Tag 
Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Marge Sheridan, of vaude, emerges 
over the CBS ether waves as Cheri 
McKay. New billing is for euphony 
in order that she and her three 
male partners of recent merger, the 
McMichael Brothers, may jointly 
call themselves the Merry Mac’s. 
Climalene, soap product, is pay- 
ing the bills for a Tuesday-Thurs- 
day airing from tomorrow (14) on- 
ward at 11.45 a. m. 





Bolger, Hearst graduate. 

As soon as the cold weather is 
over they’ll start pounding the pave- 
ments. 





Notox on Air 
Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Joseph Gallichio and Cyril Pitts 


over WENR. 
Several other hair dyes already 


_ 


on Routine Lifts, 


Vaude Bunch Claim Can Be Stopped 


+ 


There’s nothing, say NBC execs, 
that they can do in advance to pre- 
vent comedy acts on the network 
from lifting a routine being done by 
a turn in vaudeville. They admit 
that squawks of material pilfering 
from this source have become quite 
frequent of late but the chain, they 
contend, has no method of protect- 
ing itself or the victimized act. 

Complaints have been directed 
particularly against a couple of 
crossfire teams NBC has recently 
aunched on _ sustaining buildups. 
Both acts themselves are from the 
variety’s ranks. Network's attitude 
is that the only thing that can be 
done about a lift allegation is to 
lrop the act from the schedule after 
the complaining party has submitted 
»yroof that it has been or is using 
the routine in question. 

Vaude acts contend that NBC 
can put a stop to the lifting evil, 
as in its artists’ service, the per- 
Jormers point out, it has men ac- 
quainted with vaude acts and their 
routines. To these bookers the net- 
works could submit the continuities 
of their comedy teams prior to 
broadcast, say the vaudevillians. 
Those in the artists bureau referred 
to here are Harold Kemp and Ches- 
ter Stratton. 

Jay Brennan’s Complaint 

Among those who have recently 
lodged a lifting complaint with the 
network is Jay Brennan, partner of 
the late Bert Savoy. 
vised that the script used by Ann 
Butler with Chick Harrison, on the 
two and a quarter hour variety 
broadcast over the blue (WJZ) link 
a week ago Saturday (4), was one 
written by him and used in a Vita- 
phone short made two years ago 
with Miss Butler and himself doing 
the crossfire. Comedienne, Brennan 
informed the network, had not ob- 
tained his permission to use the ma- 
terial and the act of broadcast was 
in itself an infringement of copy- 
right ownership established through 
the WEP short. 

According to Brennan, when he 
took the matter up with Miss But- 
ler, her only explanation was that 
others had lifted her material and 
she didn’t think Brennan would 
mind if she used his stuff over the 
air. Brennan declares he used this 
same script in an audition he gave 
for CBS about a year ago with 
Marie Hartman, of Hibbett and 
Hartman. 
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OLD GOLD 
With Waring’s Pennsylvanians and 

John P. Medbury 
Band, Comedy 
30 Minutes 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Debuting (8) of thie one was a 
rush-’em-up job and the results 
showed it, making the occasion of 
Old Gold’s return to the airlanes 
after a year and a half's absence 
anything but an auspicious one. No 
one to blame for the sourness but 
the ciggie roller itself, together with 
the agency on the account, Lenner 
& Mitchell. Theirs was a case of 
announcing a starting date and then 
rushing around for a show to go 
into it. 

After auditioning some 15 comics, 
Old Gold and its agency finally de- 
cided to wait until John P. Medbury 
flew in from the coast. Medbury, 
under CBS auspices, was given a 
hearing on a Sunday, and three days 
later he and the Waring unit found 
themselves before a mike feeding it 
out to a hookup of 55 stations. To 
make it still worse, combination had 
to broadcast from a studio outside 
the Columbia headquarters because 
the latter's main studio was occu- 
pied by the Robert Burns session, 
which preceded it on the schedule. 

In consequence, that initial show 
was a ragged, slam-bang affair. 
Pace was weighed down and tied up 
into knots by careless and inexpert 
routining, with the general effect of 
the broadcast bringing little credit 
to the Waring combo and still less 
to Medbury’s rep, at least out on 
the west coast, as a gagster both on 
confecting the gimcracks and tell- 
ing them to a mike. 

The account couldn’t have picked 
a better announcer to peddle its 
slogan, ‘America’s Sweetest Cigaret,’ 
than David Ross, and it couldn't 
have picked a less adept choice to 
do the foiling with Medbury. In- 
adequate preparation in the comedy 
department made itself a still 
tougher obstacle for Medbury, par- 
ticularly during those passages in 
which members of the Waring or- 
ganization participated. 

Despite all the impedimenta of 
poor preparation and routining, the 


fT Waring outfit came through with 


two smartly executed items, show- 
ing something novel in ensemble 
singing and uncoiling an arrange- 
ment of ‘When Day Is Done’ that 
must have registered solidly with 
the rockingchair mob. It sounded 
differently. 

To make sure of a listening audi- 
ence from the start the cig account 
elected to follow the Robert Burns 
(Lombardo - Burns and Allen) 
stanza, using about the same lineup 
of stations. Which simmers down 
to one band and comedy turn fol- 
lowing another. Odec. 


SOUTHERN JUBILEE QUARTET 
Sustaining 
WGY, OS 

Colored singers’ 15-minute after- 
noon program once a week. Neither 
their names nor outside associa- 
tions are given, but from type of 
entertainment presented may be 
product of a Negro college. It’s the 
Negro of the southern camp meet- 
are featured. 

Men sing without piano accom- 
paniment, but with the character- 
istic ear for harmony. A feeling for 
the dramatic and a spirit of relig- 
ious fervor mark their rendition of 
spirituals. Tenor usually leads. On 
earlier broadcasts comedy and 
straight harmony were included, but 
recently they have been doing only 
spirituals. This is a mistake. 

Program is ‘different’ for a local 
and singers could fill a night spot. 


we Jaco. 
DOROTHY FIELDS and 
JIMMY McHUGH 
Songs 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

Writing partners of many click 
shows and of many show hits, Dor- 
othy Fields and Jimmy McHugh 
made their debut of NBC’s blue net- 
work Friday (10) with a nifty 
package of entertainment of their 
own compositions. McHugh manned 
the keys, but otherwise remained 
inaudible, leaving it to the confec- 
tor of the lyrics to which he puts 
the tunes to sing and talk for both. 
That Miss Fields did with a throaty 
contralto and personality that it 
takes. 

Repertoire she chose for the oc- 
casion was a nicely balanced collec- 
tion of their spliced authoring, go- 
ing back to ‘I Can’t Give You Any- 
thing But Love’ and winding up 
with ‘Heh, Young Fella.’ 

Buildup given the pair in the con- 
tinuity phrasing was exceptionally 
well handled by the announcer, 





.” Ford Bond, which the Dorothy Fields 


personality program easily rates. 
Odec. 


GOLD MEDAL CONTEST BAND 
Disk 
COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 
Latest in a series of records used 
by General Mills of Minneapolis, , 
plugging a word building contest 
for its Gold Medal Flour (competi- 
tion also newspaper advertised). 
Dise starts with a band number, 
followed by a two and a half min- 
ute high pressure spiel which Har- 
low Wilcox delivers about the con- 
test. He talks with the speed of a 
Floyd Gibbons. Waxer is run off 
several times a day and entertain- 
ment value almost nil. It’s the con- 
aco. 


‘BUY AMERICAN’ BENEFIT 
Contributed Talent 

KFWB, Hollywood 

Star 
Angeles stations’ vaude hours will- 
ingiy contributed their talent and 
time for a one hour program in the 
interests of the ‘Buy American’ 
campaign of the local Hearst’s ‘Ex- 
aminer,’ and the columns of pub- 
licity space that went with it. It 
was something like WJZ’s recent 
vaude carnival in the east. 

Crowding the high lights of the 
various programs into one hour re- 
sulted in a treat for the followers 
of this type of air fodder. Consid- 
ering that but four of the acts 
turned up for rehearsal, and that 
timing of the turns was a haphaz- 
ard affair, the results were surpris- 
ingly good. Only two of the acts 
previously bilied were kept off the 
program through lack of time, and 
the mike-hogging of some of the 
early spotters. 
Despite the evident eleventh hour 
confusion, Joknnie Murray did a 
worth-while job as m. c. For the 
most part the contributors supplied 
brief bits from previous routines on 
their own ms. Outside of a 
couple of short plugs for the “Buy 
American’ campaign the patriotic 
theme only got into the entertain- 
ment end with a short opening and 
closing chorus. Those contributing 
were Al Pearce of the Happy-Go- 
Lucky hour; Charley Leland, comic 
of the KFWB ‘Big Show’; Frank 
Brown and Kay LaVelle, Beverly 
Hill Billies; Sam Coslow, Jimmy 
Newell, The Rythmettes, Calmon 
Luboviski, viclinist from KNX 
King’s Men, male cuartet from 
KFWB; Harry Barris, Lois White- 
man, Duke Atterbery and Ken Gil- 
lum, comic, from the Gilmore Cir- 
cus; Beatrice Hagan, soprano, and 
Sterling Holloway, of KHJ’s ‘Mer- 
rymakers.’ Jack Joy’s Orchestra 
backgrounded. 
Program was put on before an 
audience on one of the stages at the 
Warners’ Hollywood studio and re- 
b over the other nine sta- 
tions. Only local stations not using 
the benefit were KHJ and KFI, 
which, while being unable to switch 
commercial time, nevertheless sup- 
plied talent. Stan, 





‘RED STAR OF BROADWAY’ 
With Heywood Broun 
Comedy, Songs, Orchestra 

30 Minutes 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, Newark 


Heywood Broun’s new ether 
connection, Macy’s, has him special- 
izing in a sales routine on furni- 
ture. ‘World-Tele’ columnist also 


eaces in and out of the variety pro- 


ceedings as a sort of m. c., but his 
primary assignment here is to give 
the listeners the whimsical slant on 
the Macy brand of furniture. That 
slow, drawling delivery of his fits 
in nicely with the subject as long 
as it touches on the four-poster ar- 
ticle. Otherwise as a peddier of 
merchandise over the air Broun 
still rates as a keen and interesting 
topical commentator. 

Occasionally in his sales spiel 
Broun rings in some ther depart- 
ment in the Macy emporium. When 
he isn’t doing this or introducing 
the next item of entertainment 
Broun expatiates on how he came 
to be labelled ‘The Man About 
Town.’ That explanation is also 
of the whimsical variety. 

For this session, which replaces 
the store’s Minstrel Show, they 
gathered a slick bunch of enter- 
tainers and all deftly routined. Oh- 
man and Arden double from piano- 
dueting to batoning the orchestra. 
For some bright moments of har- 
monizing there’s Jerry White and 
the 4 New Yorkers. Team of Pick 
and Pat, station’s blackface stand- 
bys, help spice up the event with 
a sprinkling here and there of cross 
fire comedy, while Mabel Jackson 
gives pleasant voice to a moon-and- 
June ditty. 

Broun brings with him a staunch 
and wide following, but it is doubt- 
ful whether to the uninitiated 
among dialthumbers the columnist’s 
connection with the program will 
mean other than just another an- 
nouncer with a leisurely style that 
makes him slightly different though 
less stimulating to listen to. Odec. 


JERRY FRIEDMAN-JACK 
OSTERMAN 

Sustaining 

WMCA, New York 

At 2:30 to 3 in the a. m., if you're 
up that late, the rhythmic jazz of 
Jerry Friedman's combo from the 
Club Richman, and Jack Osterman’s 
energetic m. c.’ing will further defy 
insomnia. It’s the windup period 
for station WMCA at an hour when 
the Richman is the hottest, for this 
late spot, with its stream of noc- 
turnal droppers-in, is the latest 
morning hangout. 

Friedman’s jazzique is as ever ef- 
fective and Osterman’s  sophisti- 
cated introductories and commen- 
taries between numbers (also doing 
a couple of vocal solos on his own) 
are in keeping with the unconven- 
tional hour. Abel. 





HOLLYWOOD HAMS 
Comedy Serial, 
Sustaining, 
KNX, Hollywood 

Presumably the experience of a 
couple of Hollywood film extras in 
their various picture jobs at the 
studio. Passable for the hinter- 
landers who go far the film colony 
stuff. Station is aiming this daily 
half hour at the sticks, particularly 





attractions of several Los 


DISC RECORDS 
PROSPERING 


Time brokers who have the best 
available time tied up, and have cre- 
ated split networks for advertisers 
in the hinterland, are proving a 
boon for the electrical transcription 
(disc) people. These disc record 
makers are flourishing as the result, 
of insufficient simultaneous cover- 
age on a network hookup. 

The dise manufacturers take the 
programs, as broadcast, off the 
ether, record them and then ship 
out to the spots where the time has 
been sewed up, for broadcasting at 
some later day and hour on a spot- 
broadcasting contract. 

The chains have been particularly 
in the hinterland. The difference in 
time is another factor so that often 
only a New York broadcast can 
blanket the Atlantic and Middle At- 
lantic territory, because the midwest 
or the Rocky Mountain territcry, 
through an hour or two hours’ time 
difference, is sold to some other ad- 








S. D. STATION OFF 


KGDA Decided Against by Commis- 
sion—Stops March 2 








Washington, Feb. 13. 

KGDA, Mitchell Broadcasting 
Corp., Mitchell, S. D., lost its license 
to WNAX, operated by House of 
Gurney, mail order outfit, Yank- 
ton, S. D. in decision of Radio 
Commission Friday (10). 

WNAX, now using 1,000-watts on 
570 ke. sought increase to 2,500- 
watts and deletion of KGDA. Both 
were granted. 

Commission claimed KGDA lacked 
solid financial backing and was 
careless in programing. Station, 
which operates with 100-watts on 
1370 ke. will go off air March 2. 


See WOR as Key 
To 3d Web, But 








vertiser. 


Coast Broadcasters 
Accept House Rent, 


Haberdashery in Pay 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Small stations here will trade 
radio time for almost anything. 
Some of the larger stations are not 
even averse to taking merchandise 
credit in lieu of cash. 
One of the small outlets plugs 
apartment houses and pays off part 
of its talent and staff wages in free 
rent. Another takes care of the 
clothing wants of its staff through 
a strictly trade exchange with one 
of the downtown swank haberdash- 
ers. Still amother takes furniture in 
return for its ether time. 
Larger stations will readily ex- 
change time for automobiles occa- 
sionally, while another, with a stu- 
dio tie-in, promised a gasoline com- 
pany all the picture company’s pat- 
ronage in exchange for the air ac- 
count. 


ANTWERP WIRE SERVICE 
OFFERED AT 3c A DAY, 


Brussels, Feb. 3. 


Collective radio distribution has 
made its appearance in Belgium at 
Deurns, a populous suburb of Ant- 
werp, where the first central has 
just been inaugurated. Household- 
ers can be connected to the dis- 
tributing station for less than $5 
and for 3 cents a day, payable 
weekly, they can switch at will to 
any of four different programs. 

An amplifier is provided for con- 
trol of sound volume, all the sub- 
scriber needs as apparatus being a 
loud speaker. Centrals are now be- 
ing equipped in ‘ive other districts 
and each will be capable of dealing 
with 40,000 clients. 





| 











Holt in L. A. After Air 
Talent for Advertisers 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Here for a week to 10 days, J. 
Stanley Holt of the J. Walter 
Thompson agency, is searching for 
possible radio talent for national 
sponsors. 

A number of prospects have been 
interviewed, with Wheeler and 
Woolsey likely to get a broadcast 
contract. 





the northwest, considered KNX’s 
heavy stamping ground. 

Daily chapters have to do with 
the job-hunting activities of a ham 
of the old tragedian school, and a 
hard-boiled mugg. Parts are played 
by Robert Adair, as the ham, and 
Jimmy Eagles as the mugg. Art 
Belasco does film exec. Program 
has little hope of getting out of the 
‘also ran’ class. Stan. 


STRING ENSEMBLE, 
Sustaining, 
WSM, Nashville 

A 15-minute program of classical 
music coming in around 7:15 p. 
With string instruments so popular 
in the south it is different from the 
usual hill-billy stuff. 
Arrangements are good and every 
instrumentation just right. Only 





flaw is not repeating title of num- 
bers. No long spiels at this station. 





m.};of NBC, failing to bring about a 


spots as violinist. 


Discount Theory 


Any and all talk of a third radio 
chain is being. disregarded by well 
versed ether men. Physical limita- 
tions through unavailability of suit- 
able stations stops the idea almost 
cold, 

Most logical head for a _ third 
chain, it is generaly conceded, 
would be W. K. Hearst. Yet Hearst 
is the first to recognize that his 
WINS (International News Service) 
in New York, sharing split time, 
couldn’t possibly be a key station, 
as the average set in New York 
can’t even tune it in. And if they 
could there aren't enough other 
suitable stations to start even a 
link of any chain. 

Almost all hope for a third chain 
centers around the aspirations 
towards enlisting WOR, Newark. 
The radio ecrhisticates, to begin 
with, believe that NBC must have 
a substantial chunk of WOR. If it 
hasn't, the manner in which WOR 
takes over the overflow talent from 
WJZ and WEAF, of NBC, is evi- 
dence of a more than casual! friend- 
liness and co-cperation between the 
stations. Besices which, the Bam- 
berger Broadcasting Service, Inc., 
owners and operators of WOR, find 
that station too much of a value for 
plugging the affiliated L. Bam- 
berger (Newark) and Macy’s (New 
York) department stores, both of 
which are institutionally ballyhooed 
regularly ail through the day. 


KDKA and WLW 

Powerful stations like KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, or WLW, Cincinnati, 
taking the pick of the features from 
either of the red or blue networks 
of NBC, thus have the choice 
of the cream features which 
they take on at will. Any promo- 
tion therefore of a third air chain 
is being more or less suspiciously 
viewed. Any such talk smacks of 
the phoney or the promotional to 
the conservatives in radio. 

NBC's foresight in splitting itself 
up into a red and blue network, re- 
spectively, the WEAF and the WJZ 
hookups, thus have gobbled up more 
than one z00d station where they 
were available in any city. And 
CBS usually has the third top sta- 
tion. The limitations of wave 
lengths and channel clearances are 
scientific handicaps to any further 
expandings aicng chain lines. 

About the only other means for 
a third chain to come into existence 
would be threugh NBC voluntarily 
splitting up its own WJZ and 
WEAF networks and turning one of 
these over to somebody as a third, 
pseudo-independent network. That's 
of course unlikely for obvious rea- 
sons, 





Fannie Brice Follows 
Ken Murray for R-G 


Royal Gelatine is switching its 
entire program around, Fannie Brice 
succeeding Ken Murray March 1. 

R. Russell Bennett's orchestra, 
under Caravelli’s direction, will also 
be replaced on NBC. 





$1,000 CAL. CUT 
San Francisco, Feb. 13. 
Pow-wow between musicians’ 
union and Lew Frost, program chief 


10% cut for ail NBC musicians, net- 
work lopped $1,000 off the payroll. 

Among those affected are Nathan 
Abas, who loses his director’s baton 
but retains his twice weekly solo 





TIME BROKERS 
ACTIVE IN 
SOUTH 


A new type of time broker has 
made his appearance in broadcast. 
ing. He's the kind that doesn't ask 
the station to do any gambling with 
him, but pays the outlet on the line 
and takes his chances with the com. 
mercial. {f he delivers the results 
for the advertiser, he cashes jn 
heavy. If he doesn't, he just writes 
it off to bad judgment in picking 
that particular station. 

For the speculative idea the time 
brokers are passing up the small. 
powered station and confining them. 
selves to outlets operating on from 
25,000 to 50,000 watts and which are 
strategically located. Most of the 
spots picked by these brokers are 
in the south or in farm districts 
where the mail-order thing has al- 
ways had its strongest appeal. 

Most successful of the time brok- 
ers operating on the speculative 
plan with merchandisers is George 
McEthiney, whose firm, McElhiney 
Associated, rates as one of the old- 
est in the station representative 
field. At the present time McEl- 
hiney is operating on a deal with 
WSM, Nashville. WSM, owned and 
operated by the National Life and 
Accident Insurance Co., went 50,000 
watts several months ago. 


How it Works 


From the station McElhiney has 
bought outright four hours of Sat- 
urday evening time, 8 p.m. to mid- 
night, and also the Grand Ol’ Opery 
House stanza, broadcast over the 
outlet every Saturday night for the 
past 11 years. It’s a lump-sum ar- 
rangement of $2,500, covering time 
and talent, the latter undergoing 
some revision each week. Contract 
between McEthiney and the station 
is for 13 weeks and is non-cancel- 
able by either side. 

For commercial purposes McEl- 
hiney breaks up his four-hour 
stretch into half-hour periods and 
will only sell to those advertisers 
who have something to give away 
or are out for direct mail orders, 
McElhiney asks for nothing in ad- 
vance from the merchandisers, but 
he works out a deal whereby he 
collects so Much on every inquiry or 
reply received from a listener. 

Each client is restricted to a coue 

ple of one-and-a-half or two-mine 
ute amnouncements at the begine 
ning and end of the period. Two 
Saturday evening broadcasts is all 
that McElhiney will sign for witha 
single commercial. Twice, the time 
broker figures, is enough for a com- 
mercial to sieve the territory. After 
that he figures a sampling or so- 
liciting stunt can get no more than 
the odds and ends. 
One of McElhiney's biggest nets 
to date was on a percentage deal he 
worked out with ‘Pathfinder,’ maga- 
zine, published in Washington. On 
a single broadcast claim is that the 
circulation was increased by 20,000. 
McElhiney tied up his end with a 
word-building contest in which he 
gave away $600 in cash prizes. To 
become eligible for the contest @ 
listener had to mail in 50¢ for a six 
months’ subscription to the mag. 











WTMJ Asking Musical 


Ideas on 3 Programs 


Milwaukee, Feb. 13. 
WTMJ, Milwaukee ‘Journal’ sta- 
tion, is giving its listeners a chance 
to assist in building up three musi- 
cal programs. Not a contest, but an 
effort to obtain ideas from dialers. 
Programs being used are Heinie 
and his Grenadiers, the Black and 
Gold Ensemble, and the Stardust 
Symphony. To guide those intere 
ested, station is listing the instru- 
mentation used in the three pro- 
grams. Suggestions are being con- 
sidered by W. J. Benning, general 
musical] director. Full credit will be 
given the persons offering the best 
plans. 


WWSW’S FEMME PUBLICIST 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 1°. 

First woman publicity chief for 4 
local radio station is Helen Solo- 
mon, mamed for that post by 
WWSW, most recent of Pittsburgh's 
five broadcasting outfits. 

Miss Solomon has been with 
WWSW for two years in various 





capacities. 
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Show People Caught in Hotel Fire DECENTRALIZED 





Millard, Omaha, Destroyed—No Guests In-! 
jured, but Valuable Effects Burned 


Omaha, Feb. 13. 

Fire of unknown cause totally de- 
stroyed the Willard hotel, famous 
actors’ resort for many years, Wed- 
nesday night (8). Seven firemen, 
including the chief of department, 
were killed in their efforts to check 
the flames. 

Many theatrical people were stop- 
ping at the hotel. Some escaped in 
their night clothes, including Mar- 
jorie La Marr. Most serious suf- 
ferers are Geo. Barton and Jerry 
Marion, 

Barton, who owns ‘Shufflin Sam 
from Alabam,” playing Publix houses 
in this territory, lost all his clothes 
and valuable papers. Marion, mu- 
sical comedy comedian and pro- 
ducer, lost everything he owned, in- 
cluding trunks containing scripts, 
stage and personal wardrobe and a 
lifetime collection of photos, billins 
matter and press clippings. 

Theatrical people who are work- 
ing around here are contributing all 
they can to aid the sufferers. 


B&K Vetoes Sesiuie 
Satire During Mary 
Garden’s Week in Chi 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 

Ann Greenway, who was booked 
to open Friday (17) at the Chicago, 
will probably be delayed a week to 
open Feb. 24. Balaban & Katz, 
after discovering that some of Miss 
Greenway’s material was burlesque 
operatics, decided that it wasn’t 
a graceful combination to have her 
on the same bill with Mary Garden. 

Meanwhile, Miss Greenway is 
Playing the Bismarck hotel. 


DANCER GIVEN | $8,500 
FOR INJURY ON STAGE 


After a Boston jury travelled 
over to the Scollay Sq. theatre to 
inspect the holes on the stage of 
that Hub vaudfilmer, a jury awarded 
Gaby Leslie $8,500 damages as the 
result of hurts sustained on the 
stage because the heel of her danc- 
ing shoes caught in said holes and 
injured her. Miss Leslie asked $20,- 
000 damages. 

Manager E. A. Vinson of the Scol- 
lay contended that the holes, bored 
into the stage for the trapeze and 
other acrobatic acts wherein to 
brace their horizontal bars, ete., did 
not constitute any managerial neg- 
ligence. 

Accident occurred April 25, last, 
on the first day of Miss Leslie’s en- 
Zagement there, and she hasn't 
worked since. Miss Leslie averred 
she performed before royalty, and 
received $300 for such performances, 
although Publix wasn’t so regal at 
$100 for the Scollay date. 

House was Publix-booked but in- 
dividually operated by the Olym- 
Pia Operating Co. whom Julius 
Kendler, for the dancer, sued. 
House isn’t effected by any receiver- 
ships. 








Hazel Harris Badly Hurt 
When Missing Jump in Act 


Havana, Feb. .13. 

Hazel Harris, partner-wife of 
Wesley Pierce, Almendares Hotel’s 
ballroom dancers, missed a jump 
while dancing at the San Souci 
roadhouse. 

It was an extra engagement, sup- 
plementing their hotel dates. She 
suffered severe head and body in- 
juries. 


Secretly Married 


Arthur Fisher, New York indie 
vaude booker, and Flo Newton of 
vaude, were secretly married Sept. 
15, last. 

Bride was 
Newton. 


formerly of Rice and 





Declasse 





RKO agents now have to buy 
tickets to see their own acts at 
Radio City, 

With all agents’ passes re- 
voked, the agents can card 
their way into the other RKO 
theatres by asking for the 
manager. But at Radio City 
they have no standing at all. 


Circuits Forget 
NVA San Due to 


Receiverships? 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 13. 

At a gathering here last week of 
noted surgeons and medical men 
from all over the country it was 
shown that the NVA Sanitorium 
now stands in the first rank of the 
world’s tubercular’ Institutions. 
They extolled the work of Dr. Ed- 
gar Mayer and his staff not only 
for their treatment of the actor- 
patients here but for accomplish- 
ments in behalf of the entire med- 
ical profession, 

Meeting, presided over by Dr. 
Mayer, who is medical director of 
the NVA San was for the purpose 
of exchanging the latest informa- 
tion about research into tuber- 
culosis and other diseases, 

The visiting medicos were enter- 
tained at the San by the patients. 
Phyllis Milford, Leonard Crowley, 
Al Jockers, Rita Nolan, Danny 
(Dutch) Murphy, Alma Montague 
and Tommy Vicks did their stuff in 
the show. 

The NVA in New York has ap- 
parently been temporarily forgot- 
ten by the circuits during their re- 
ceivership and other troubles. A 
meeting of the circuits’ heads to 
determine a means of raising funds 
was scheduled for last week but not 
held. 

Usually by this time of the year 
details for the NVA drive, which is 
held in April, are set. This year 
it look like a last minute proposi- 
tion, if at all, 

About $250,000 is needed for 
maintenance of the NVA’s Saranac 
and New York ends for a year. Of 
that total, the Saranac overhead 
amounts to less than $100,000. 

Cut of around 10% in the NVA’s 
operating expenses was recently in- 
stituted by a committee of three 
comprising Major Thompson of 
RKO, Moe Silvers of Warner Bros. 
and Sam Scribner. 


Kennedy’s Vaude Fill-Ins 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Edgar Kennedy will go on a 12- 
week vaude and picture house tour 
on his lay-off from RKO. He will 
appear with Mrs. Kennedy in a 
sketch, ‘Nitwits on the Network.’ 

Act was written by Russell Bird- 
well, who handles the continuity of 
‘Hollywood on the Air.’ 

Kennedy is on a 40-week a year 
contract to-appear in RKO two-reel 
comedies. 




















Chic Sale’ s RKO 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Chic Sale left yesterday (12) for 
Chicago for three or four weeks of 
personal appearances for RKO. 
Sale opens Friday (17) at the RKO 
Palace for a week, and then to 
Kansas City. 

Leo Morrison arranged the book- 








ings. 


CHAIN THEATRES 


Estimate About 62 Weeks 
Possible on 14 Theatre 
Strings Returning from 
Circuits to Original Own- 
ers — 20-30% Cheaper 
Costs Under Indie Opera- 
tion Favors Stags Shows 








ONE BOOKING OFFICE? 





Possibility for the °33-'34 season 
in vaudeville commencing next fall 


rected playing time will result from 
the receiverships and decentraliza- 
tion now going on within the the- 
atre chains. 

The facts on which the hopes 


vaude theatres which went straight 
pictures under chain operation can 
run 20% to 30% cheaper under in- 
dependent handling, with that dif- 
ference sufficient to provide for the 
extra costs of stage shows, in addi- 








Prospective Time 

Houses Weeks 
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tion to the possibility of increased 
grosses with the stage draw; and 
that most of the managers who are 
getting back their theatres from 
the dissolving circuits are vaude- 
minded. 

Many returning indenendent man- 
agers have for some years, or since 
becoming circuit operators, con- 
stantly opined that combination 
vaud-film is still the best policy for 
pop priced operation. 

There is talk among some of 
them of a central booking office for 
the various indie strings, with at 
least two of the revived independ- 
ents known to have sounded out 
others on the project. 

The accompanying box lists the 
approximate playing time likely to 
develop from each of the strings 
now being turned back to their 
original operators by the chains. It 
adds up to 62 weeks. The estimated 
100 weeks of new time is based on 


(Continued on page 41) 


is that 100 weeks of new or resur- ' 


are based are that the same former | 





Small Booking 


Gift to Opposition 


Rochester, Feb. 13. 
Flocks of birds seeking 
warmth of lights on Palace 
and Century theatre signs, re- 








sult in comedy not on the 
sereens. Manager Harry Roy- 
i} ster delegates an usher to 


,| Wavea long stick at them from 
; a second story window, at 
|} which the birds fly over to 
the Palace. 

There, house manager Charles 
Freeman has a bell rigged up 
high on the sign. He yanks the 
cord and the birds fly back to 
the Century. 


KATE WILL NOT 
GAMBLE WITH 
PUBLIX 


Unwilling to gamble, with no as- 
surance that her $7,500 salary 
would be paid, Kate Smith decided 
at the last minute to cancel her cur- 
rent week’s booking with Publix for 

















the Metropolitan, Boston. House 
went into receivership after the 
Smith date was arranged. Singer 


would have cpened Friday (10). 

Receivers last week notified Ted 
Collins, Miss Smith’s manager, that 
she would have to gamble with the 
theatre on sufficient business to pay 
her full salary. Theatre’s idea was 
that if Miss Smith didn’t draw 
enough to cover her own salary and 
keep the house out of the red, that 
she would receive only enough to 
permit an even break. 

The Boston date would have been 
Miss Smith’s final for Publix. After 
billing Miss Smith in advance for 
a couple of weeks the Met filled in 
the current show with a Fanchon & 
Marco unit. 


RUTH ETTING REJECTS 
LOEW’S $6,000 A WEEK 


Ruth Etting’s Loew stage book- 
ings at $6,000 a week are off. Radio 
singer advised the Loew booking of- 
fice that she does not feel able to 
double at the present time. 

The $6,000 salary, if accepted, 
would have been the highest stage 
figure achieved by Miss Etting. 
Offer came from Loew through 
Charlie Morrison. 














Now and Then L. A. Stage Acts 





Loew’s and Pantages, Now Off’n 
Take When Looking Good Enough 


"Em, Will 





Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Although both the Pantages here 
and Loew’s State downtown have 
dropped permanent stage shows, the 
two Fox West Coast houses have 
adopted a policy of occasional live 
attractions when b. o. features are 
available at a price. 

Pantages, now playing double 
bills of independent pictures, has 
booked the ‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ hour 
from radio for one week beginning 
Thursday (23) with the ether act 





;} split after 
iis taken in at the gate, 


of eight people getting an 80-20 
the house nut of $5,500 


First to go into the State prob- 
ably will be Mme. Schumann-Heink, 
with Sidney Schallman, F-WC 
booker, also negotiating for Mary 
Garden at $3,750 for seven days. 

Gilmore Circus, another air act, 
will try out the picture theatres, 
with Warners Granada, Santa 
Barbara, as the first set-in as a test 
of the b. o. draw. Five-day book- 
ings at the auto shows in both Se- 
attle and Portland have been ar- 
ranged by Eddie Gamble for the 
Circus, which will receive, including 
,;expenses from Los Angeles, $6,000 
; for each date. 





‘Beck with 2 Bookers Now Left in 
RKO Vaude Dept—Godfrey Given 


Job—Under Watch 


George Godfrey was out and off 
the RKO payroll as vaude booking 
head Saturday (11), but is re- 
maining in the office to book the 
vaude for Zit’s Cosmopolitan, New 
York. His holdover onthe booking 
floor was arranged by Martin Beck 
and okayed with reservations by the 
RKO theatre department. 

Theatre department stated it re- 
serves the right to remove Godfrey 
from the booking office altogether 


in the event his authority tends to 
extend beyond buying the $600 
worth of acts (five) weekly for C. FP, 
Zittel’s theatre side venture. RKO’s 
own bookers, Arthur Willi and Bill 
Howard, are understood to have 
been instructed to not permit the 
use of the RKO houses in name or 
in fact to influence acts to accept 
cut-rate bookings at the Cosmopolie 
tan. 

There was a report that Beck, who 
maintained Godfrey’s booking capa- 
bilities up to the end and who in- 
sisted on his remaining against op- 
position from every other important 
exec at RKO, is now personally pay- 
ing Godfrey’s former RKO salary, 
but this was denied. 

Before Godfrey was through as 
RKO booking head an hour, Willf 
and Howard were confronted by 
acts to whom Godfrey had made 
verbal promises in return for sal- 
ary concessions, etc. The acts 
were there to collect, but the book- 
ers refused to recognize promises 
made by their former boss, 

‘Amateur’ Gag 

Affected along with Godfrey by 
the latter's dismissal are a few pet 
agents who got most of the little 
gravy that remained in the booking 
office of late. Among them is Alex 
Gerber, who was permitted by God- 
frey to give orders to the bookers 
and who recently went to Harold 
B. Franklin to complain about an- 
other agent having an alleged ‘in’ 
with the booker. Another is Henry 
Bellitt, whose activities in connec- 
tion with the staging of $40 a night 
‘amateur’ shows in some RKO 
neighborhood theatres are being ine 
vestigated by the theatre depart- 
ment. The ‘amateur’ show thing 
was swung for Bellitt by Godfrey. 

Beck says the office will operate 
without a successor to Godfrey until 
fall, at least. Howard and Willi 
will handle the bookings and con- 
tact Beck direct instead of through 
a booking head, as in the past. 

As a result of Godfrey’s forced 
dismissal over Beck’s head there is 
now considerable speculation at 
RKO as to Beck’s status. Beck re- 
ceives a salary of $1,000 a week. 
The Godfrey regime was ended by 





the theatre department against 
Beck’s opposition after a lengthy 
fight. 


It is thought that with Godfrey 
out and Beck’s authority apparently 
lessened, that vaude will be regard- 
ed with more favor by the RKO 
theatre men. As long as Godfrey 
was there the RKO theatre depart- 
ment refused to consider vaude as 
an asset. 





INAUGURAL SHOW 


Preparing it to Open March 4 at 
Capital—For Milton Berle 








Sid Silvers and David Freedman 
have been assembled by Charlie 
Morrison, manager for Milton Berle, 
to write and lay out an Inaugural 
Show for the Loew Circuit. It ig 
intended that Berle shall m.c. the 
show when it opens at the Loew 
house in Washington on the day of 
the Inauguration, March 4. 

If getting over the same show is 
expected to play over the Loew 
time. 

Not reported who is paying the 
| writers but presumably Berle. Both 
jof the writers are expensive, 
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a - LOEW’S, MONTREAL ——— 
ace OW ] Montreal, Feb. 10. CTS 
Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle brought 
- a in a bunch of the cheaper seat fans = | 
All Films On From Now en as headliner in the vaude bill, but 
they fell off at the supper hour show.; ™ — 
+ He gets a good hand, part of which AMOS and ANDY MAE WEST 
| goes to the smart foil in a box. Bal-| 8 ot age . and Full bn ane eee 
- . : — ss Te his : Music Ha resentation 
New York Palace went straight | turns of 5. and B. and Weber. Thi ance of five acts get by with one ! ce Presentation 
picture grind Saturday (11). is one of the flashiest and cleverest  ehnanctinn een The radio blackface pair are billed ram int, i ae 


3riefly that’s the length, breadth 
and thickness of the new chapter 
for what was once the premier 
vaudeville stand of the country. 
Except in the location of the house 
on one of the prime spots of Times 
Square, there is nothing to dis- 
tinguish its entertainment from any 
neighborhood playing second or 
third runs and a haphazard assort- 
ment of short film subjects. 

It starts week-days at 9:30 in the 
morning and runs until unconscious 
which means a midnight show, too. 
Secale is from 25c before noon on 
week-days to 75c nights on Satur- 
days and Sundays. 

Main point is that the best ad- 


vertised stage entertainment insti- | 


tution in the 48 states goes into a 
typical sub-run stand without the 
flicker of a new idea in presentation 
of its show or selection of the sup- 
porting shorts. 

The big booking office has been in 
the business of blending specialty 
bills for plenty of years, meeting all 
sorts of show framing conditions 
and when they are handed the Pal- 
ace for straight pictures, the best 
model they can find to follow is 
something like you see on 8th ave- 
nue. 
around to an empty seat (which 
was no problem this Saturday after- 
noon) and settle down to witness: 

(1) ‘Across America,’ 10 minutes 
of Lyman Howe travelog, condens- 
ing a trans-Continental air trip 
from New York to San Francisco 
into that footage of aerial views of 
the principal towns accompanied by 
an off-screen lecture. 

(2) ‘Scrappy,’ another 10 minutes 
of Charles Mintz’ animated cartoon. 

(3) ‘State Fair’ (Fox) feature, 60 
minutes of the excellent production 


adagio turns of its kind. It rated 
on applause here Saturday afternoon 
with any other act on bill. 

Lynn Cantor, No. 2, but not get- 
ting the reception she should. Maybe 
people hadn't yet gotten the snow 
out of their mitts. Miss Cantor has 
a good little deuce spot turn, rou- 
tined with an eye to novelty and 
ably merchandised. Her drunk spe- 
cial around the beer parade out- 
standing. It closes. DeMuth’'s Four 
Jewels, acrobatic dancers, open. 
Four girls in routines that reach. 

Business fairly good Saturday 
afternoon, with wet streets probably 
helping. Char. 





attack of ‘barring clause.’ 


walked 
pianists 
playing solos. 
placed by 

Pay your two or six bits, rove | jorie Tiller, 
since her 

more confidence. 
finding program 
time as is, decided no substitute was 
necessary for Hay and Sabin, and 
thus saved $350, 
money in these hard times. 


program 
than it has been 
months. 


lie, 


PALLADIUM, LONDON 


London, Jan. 31. 


This week's bill is not devoid of 
incidents. Firstly, Dorrie Dene, Eng- 
lish burlesque comedienne, failed to 
show, due to a touch of flu and an 
Secondly, 
Mary Hay and Charles Sabin, in for 
the second of a two weeks’ booking, 
off, after claiming the two 
accompanying them were 
Dorrie Dene was re- 
Tex McLeod and Mar- 
now Mrs. McLeod, who 
marriage has developed 
The management 
was running full 


which is good 
Outside of these happenings the 
is fair, and a lot better 
in the last few 


Opening are Winnetou and Char- 
described as the ‘Two White 
Eagles, one dressed in cowboy re- 


that played the RKO Music Hall|galia and the other long-haired to 


two weeks ago. 


resemble on Indian. 


Act is good 


(4) Pathe newsreel as a chaser| opening material, with some balanc- 


and around four minutes of trailer 
extolling next week’s attraction. 

Apparently the RKO executives in 
charge decided on a change of pol- 
icy and left the details to the head 
usher. Certainly nobody gave the 
future much thought. 

This performance, starting just 
after 2 o’clock Saturday afternoon 
drew about a two-thirds house, 
most of the customers asking the 
carriage starter first if he was sure 


there was no vaudeville and then, 
incredulous, going on in to make 
sure. Once assembled, a more 


apathetic crowd would be hard to 
find. If there were any Palace regu- 
lars among them, they must have 
felt strangely out of place in the 
old spot. Rush. 


STATE, N. Y. 


‘Cynara’ (UA) on screen shares 
with Stoopnagle and Bud on stage 
the draw State’s show offers this 
week. It will not be outstanding 
but should carry house through to 
a satisfactory seven-day gross with 
any kind of a break. 

Six-act bill is slightly above aver- 
age in audience value and along 
with picture will not send anyone 
out disappointed. Word-of-mouth 
will be an okay rather than a de- 
mand not to miss show, which may 
be conceded as a help. Certainly 
not a drawback. The Ronald Col- 
man draft is admittedly not as 
strong as it was, Colman is begin- 
ning to show his years, but around 
New York he still does fairly well 
at the box-office. 

Vaude division includes three new 
acts, a little unusual in these times 
and for this house of late. They 
are De Muth’s Four Jewels, Rex 
Weber and Taylor and Leon. 

Next to Stoopnagle and Budd in 
drawing strength is the Frank and 
Milt Britton band, which closes in 
giving stagehands a chance to clean 


up after them for next performance. 
get tiresome if 
since its surprises 
cease to be surprises, but on a sec- 
People 
who've seen it once, if not too re- 
cently, might want to see it again. 
Brittons should contribute a 
above the 


Britton band may 
seen too much, 


ond look act is still okay. 
Thus 


certain draw 
average act. 


over and 


Weber, around for years as half 
is working 
The act 

Weber 
is being forced to 
carry most of it alone, and his new 
partner, though okay as a straight 
on the crossfire portion, isn’t up to 
‘ventriloquism’ 
When he is going through 
the lip motions, but Weber is doing 
the singing, it’s easier to see how 


of Milton and Weber, 
with an unbilled partner. 
isn't as strong as it was. 
too obviously 


Joe Milton on the 
stuff. 


the trick’s done. 


Stoopnagle and Pudd, who've been 
here before, are now around with a 
And 


a good act in its entirety, regardless 


freshened routine for vaude. 


of how much new or how much old 
material is in it. 

The adagio dance act of Taylor 
and Leon, is between two comedy 


ing and rope spinning. Doing 14 
minutes, which is 50% too long. 


Max Hoffman, spontaneous come- 


dian and rhymster, with a few 
stooges, is a perky little fellow with 
plenty of nerve, which they like 
here. 


Paola Bedini, a very youthful jug- 
gler from the Continent, doing the 
identical vehicle Bob Ripa did here 
in the last fortnight. Only differ- 


ence is Ripa has the poise and fin- 


Getting 
is not 


esse which the kid lacks. 
sedini to follow Ripa here 
good judgment. 


Bob Anderson and Pony here after 
an absence of over eight years has 
as good an act as ever. Anderson's 
talk and the almost human intelli- 
gence of the pony makes act inter- 
esting and novel. Bob should get a 
fair amount of work here, if there is 
anything doing. 

Cardini enhances his reputation 
gained with five weeks’ stay at the 
Palladium recently, and is good 
enough for an early return here. 


Naunton Wayne being back after 
a flu bout, the cabaret is its former 
self again, with the exception of the 
Pavilion beauties, who are far too 
meaty to deserve their title. How- 
ever, it is practically set Sherman- 
Fisher girls will return here almost 
any day. 

Opening the proceedings, after a 
brief appearance of the ‘beauties,’ 
are Billy Cotton and his band. Cot- 
ton still plays the numbers he 
played last week and the week be- 
fore that. A change would benefit 
all. 

Lou Parker and Edith Davis, a 
couple of Americans booked here 
after an audition, have personality, 
looks and a fair amount of talent. 
tirl is particularly pretty and can 
dance. Boy does a lot of inconse- 
quential chatter which is sometimes 
rather aggressive, but as a whole 
should fare well here. 

Stanelli and Edgar, in America 
some years ago as Stanelli and 
Douglas, are still doing practically 
the same vehicle; a lot of fooling, 
some piano and fiddle playing. Act 
has been around for some time, but 
is new here, which is a consolation. 
Al and Val Reno, American dancers, 
are held over from last week. 

Big changes are expected here any 
day, with the Abrahams, lessees, 
who have been operating the house 
temporarily, being out. Horace 
Sheldon is likely to become perma- 
nent house conductor here. John 
Southern will be elevated from gen- 
eral manager to managing director. 


Vaude Back in Troy 


Vaude goes back in Troy, N. 
Y., Wednesday (15), RKO having 
changed its mind about dropping it 
permanently there. 

Straight picture run, which started 
Saturday (11) now holds only for} 
the first half engaszement of the Par 
picture, ‘Sign of the Cross.’ 





-French playlet. 


Eddie Sanborn stays in pit this 
week but spots a bass sax and pic- 
colo solo, while against screen of a 
tossing ocean a basso profundo 
works throvgh ‘Asleep in the Deep.’ 
Not so good for Eddie who gets but 
languid applause. 

Opening with Dorothea and the 
Yellow Jackets, three men and a 
girl throw a few steps and then 
cartwheel across the stage with one 
man tossing himself over the other 
two. A few trick steps and a gen- 
era! whirl close act which gets a 
fair hand. 

Mary Marlow sings a little and 
imitates a lot. As an Irish char, a 
gum-chewing girl and a reciting in- 
fant prodigy she gives the crowd a 
laugh. Parrot and dog imitations 
something of a let-down after initial 
efforts. Fans liked her and act is 
novel here, getting the best recep- 
tion that far. 
Trey brings 
pantomimist and 
Reed relies on facial effects but 
start of act was slow. It wakes up 
and Reed gets into the picture with 
crowd warming up and Levere 
showing some nifty tap steps. They 
build to a good character finish. 
Customers liked them. 


Arbuckle in fourth spot. He comes 
on quietly and starts to talk. Crowd 
not much interested after first look, 
then foil starts in from box and 
patter is quick and smart. It gets 
plenty laughs. Girl who is looker 
strolls on and furnishes new angle 
to patter. This went over fine, but 
when they are off Arbuckle goes on 
talking, sings the odd song and 
goes off after a dance. 


Don Luiz and Bonita adagio in 
closing spot. Also a second man 
(unnamed) does some trick hoof- 
ing. Nicely dressed act which is 
fairly attractive and has a _ nice 
finish with Luiz dressed as toreador 
waving rag in front of bull (Bonita). 
She goes into a fast dance with rag 
utilized as skirt. Fair hand. 

Haines picture, ‘Fast Life’ (M-G) 
is feature. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 10. 
Harboring ‘Mystery of the Wax 
Museum’ (WB), a shocker sans hu- 
mor, on the screen, Manager George 
Sackett did the wise thing in book- 
ing four comedy acts in his five-act 
bill this week. Plenty of physical 


and vocal humor on the bill, which 
sports Murray and Oakland, Roy 
Cummings and Sid Lewis. 

Tyler and St. Clair, marimbaphon- 
ists, open, with several medleys. 
Man’s announcements take in a lit- 
tle more territory than the team de- 
livers, but they score as the only 
music on the bill. 

Sid Lewis is assisted by Stanley 
Mack in the audience, who straights 
expertly. Mack, former’ vaude 
singer, is filling in between picture 
jobs. Act reminds of Phil Baker 
and smacks across with plenty of 
worthwhile material. Pair wind up 
with a couple of all-right vocal se- 
lections. 

John T. Murray and Vivian Oak- 
land are assisted by Ernie Young in 
their nonsensical bits, which include 
a goofy murder mystery and a 
While a little high- 
class for this house, most of the 
material scored. 

Roy Cummings and Florence Rob- 
erts do their familiar act with the 
collapsing curtain, but they have 
not worked their stuff to death 
around here and therefore go over 
a little better than anything else on 
the bill. 

Closing is Franklyn D’Amore and 


Reed and Levere, 
instrumentalists. 


Co., knockabout acro-comic team, 
who garner plenty of laughter. 


Fake adagio is one of the best of 
their bits. 
Business good. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Feb. 11. 

Although not employing names or 
going in for stage effects, and really 
mostly second-rate acts, this house 
offers bills that have a tone of their 
own and would never be mistaken 
for those shown in itg two compet- 
itors. It goes heavily for dumb 
acts and musical turns, particularly 
singers. No matter how indifferent 
the singers are, they always get re- 
spectful and generally enthusiastic 
attention. The acts may be, and 
often are, crude, but unless one has 
an antipathy to this sort of thing 
they offer more entertainment than 





| the much costlier bills at competing 


stands. 
Not scintillating, this bill starts 
with dancing and singing, ends with 


as in their first stage appearance, 


forgetting the Paramount date of a 
couple of years ago. They have the 
thinnest kind of an act, but with 
the resources of the big Music Hall 
it is built to considerable magni- 
tude by incidentals. 

Opens on a shallow stage, drop 
representing ramshackle Harlem 
with the vocal ensemble posed 
about as a black belt crowd waiting 
before a radio store for the Amos 
and Andy broadcast. Air program 


introductory spiel begins in exact 
duplicate of Bill Hayes receiving 
set formula, announcer giving a 


summary of the situation up to the 
start of the sketch. 

While this spiel is going on re- 
volving stage turns, bringing on a 
darkened stage boxed in drapes 
with a cabinet down front. Cab- 
inet front unfolds, revealing Car- 
roll and Gosden in white face and 
street clothes seated at a desk be- 
fore a mike, visual representation, 
of course, of their end of the fa- 
miliar broadcast series. 

Pair go into a characteristic ex- 
change of dialog neatly sprinkled 
with gags and references to the 
serial, all of which was liberally 
punctuated with audience response. 

For the finish the pair move for- 
ward out of the cabinet to a shoul- 
der-high mike to run through a 
series of their characters, Andy 
(Carroll, the bass voice one) supply- 
ing a cue, and Andy (Gosden) com- 
ing back with the vocal impersona- 
tion of Brother Crawford, the King- 
fish, Lightning and the others. 

Billed all over the marquee and 
they get a lot of ballyhoo, but still 
are set at the very start of the stage 
show. Idea was that the production 
surroundings would make for an 


entrance build-up, but it doesn't 
work out that way, leading to a 
rather cold introduction. Whole 


thing lacks the showmanly touch, 
and the unpretentious offering of 
the pair does not help them in audi- 
ence esteem. Rush. 





DE MUTH’S FOUR JEWELS 
Acrobatic Dancing 
9 Mins.; Four (Special) 
State 

Producer or owner of this prob- 
ably dug around for acrobatic spe- 
cialtv dancers, one as good as the 
other, with view of putting them 
together as a flash novelty. He 


found them, four girls who even 
look alike and in their work, indi- 
vidually or together, rate about 
even. Qualifies for average vaude 
bill, particularly as an opener, as 
spotted here. 

Act probably did not cost a great 
deal, yet fills the demands of a the- 
atre for a flash nicely enough. Rou- 
tined satisfactory, doubles and sin- 
gles lead up to a sort of challenge 
for a finish. Some smart splits 
figure in the finale. 

Speed is one of the virtues. No 
stalls and the nearest thing to sec- 
ond gear is the single acrobatic spe- 
cialty to waltz music, but it’s sup- 





Paramount on a _ studio booking 
doubling with her Par picture, ‘she 
Done Him Wrong.’ On the Stage 
as in the picture, she’s playing her 
forte role, a bad, bad lady who gets 
more applicants than a want aq in 
the newspaper. 

They introduce Miss West here 
amidst a troop of motorcycle cops 
She sings a song, tosses 'em some 
hot chatter and then goes into g 
full stage bedroom, but not to bed 
After telling the colored maid not 
to call her madame and turning 
down a flock of dates that comeg 
over the phone, she duets with 
Georges Metaxa on a chaise lounge, 

She'll try anything once, says 
Mae, to Metaxa who says he’s a 
gigolo and then hands her his price 
list. Mae says she'll sample a kiss 
and the kiss is the finish. It's qa 
long kiss and while Mae is on the 
receiving end she isn’t always mo- 
tionless. At the end of the first 
reel they break, and Mae chirps, 
‘Boy, are you lousy!’ 

If Miss West did anything but 
just what she is doing as an act at 
the Paramount, her aud ence would 
probably be disappointed. For 
Broadway théy'll expect it, and on 
Broadway Miss West should draw 
some business. Away from Broad- 
way she may need more picture sea- 
soning, because star billing in her 
second film is rather premature. 

At 119, Miss West weighs in at 
two pounds over the bantamweight 
limit, which for an ex-welter isn’t 
so bad. She looked surprisingly 
good on this picture house stage. 

Bige. 
REX WEBER 
Singing, Comedy Novely 
15 Mins.; One 
State 

Not as good an act as was Wilton 
and Weber, of which Rex Weber 
was 50% or more for many vears, 
Since the split with Joe Wilton, a 
blustering straight with a _ good 
voice, Weber is taking the billing 
alone. He has another man oppo- 
site him to fill the Wilton shoes, but 
the results aren’t the same. 

While Rex Weber and his un- 
billed mate have a good act, one 
that far from flops, it leaves some- 
thing to be desired. The weak spot 
principally is in the number where 
Weber's voice between the teeth ‘s 
doing the singing that synchronizes 
with lip motions of his partner for 
that ventriloquistic surprise. It’s 
easy to see the partner isn’t doing 
the singing. 

On the talk crossfire, with same 
material as used by the Wilton- 
Weber double, the punch is there 
virtually as strong as before. 

In closing Weber does a song 
number’ straight, ‘Three Square 
Meals a Day,’ which he _ himself 
wrote. Weber mentions he intro- 
duced the number, ‘Brother, Can 
You Spare a Dime,’ which became 
the 1932 theme song. He hopes his 
number will be this year’s theme 
song. It's not much as a song num- 
ber, but it’s a good flag-waver for 
a finish. 

House spotted act to closing on a 





Masquerade Revue, like so many 
acts here, makes one wonder why 
they don’t hire a showman and turn 
the possibilities apparent into a 
smash. Three men and three girls, 
appearing first briefly with masks, 
and using tbeir own set, work all 
sorts of combinations in dancing, 
during which one girl is free and 
agile with her kicks. Notable also 
are a man and girl doing very fast 
stuff. Songs attend this, and the 
same kicker teams with a man for 
a comic ditty. A girl tickles an ac- 
cordion, and the others close in a 
dance with a flood in the foots 
throwing shadows. It looked as 
though something in direction or 
execution failed to produce an in- 
tended effect here. 


Murray and Irwin follow with 
song and whistling, but not too long. 
In a hotel the Hanlon Brothers as 
clowns do tricky pantomime be- 
tween Wolf’s songs. The Hanlons 
are decidedly good, but they no like. 


Anger, Hamilton and Davis, two 
men and a girl, are brief with some 
nonsense and some acrobatics by 
the girl and win. ‘Dancing Around’ 
offers three girls, two men and a 
pair dressed as dancing boys. It 
has a gypsy tinge with a woodland 
set. While the dancing numbers are 
okay, it’s the singing, some of it by 
a woman, the McCoy, that repeat- 
edly lands. 

An announcement of simply Burns 
and Allen on the marquee, that 
turns out of course to be only a 
short, looks like a troublemaker, as 
the team is very popular here. The 
cold wave kept attendance down, or 
)else Kate Smith in ‘Hello, Every- 
‘body’ (Par), 








posed to be that way. Char. six-act bill. Char. 
singing and dancing, and puts a 
dumb act in the middle. Opener, DOWNTOWN, DET. 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 


Opening week of a return to a 
vaude film policy at this RKO 
house and it looks good for a per- 
manent stay if the opening week is 
criterion. House tried vaude a lit- 
tle over a year ago, but the shows 
at that time were of in and out 
quality and plenty was charged up 
to profit and loss. 

Opening bill including Bert Wale 
ton, the Rimacs Havana Orchestra, 
Bomby and his gang, Forsythe, Sea- 
mon and Farrell and the Wing Wah 
Troupe. Coupled with ‘Child of 
Manhattan’ (Col) on the screen and 
selling for 40c top week days and @ 
55e week ends. All of which com- 
pares favorably with the opposition 
houses. 

Opening with the Wing Wah 
troupe and running one hour and 
fifteen minutes, show offered a lot 
of entertainment and should help 
educate the locals back to vaude. 
This town has seen little vaude in 
the five years since the old Keith 
Temple went grind and Charlie 
Miles dropped this house, which 
was then the Oriental, and played 
Pantages road shows. At that time 
the Temple sold seats by the sea- 
son with turn-away business any 
week. The only other sample was 
when this house tried it a year ago 
last Xmas and ran about 12 weeks. 
With the presentation policy sget- 
ting the break in enusing years at 
both the Michigan and Fox, it 15 
probable the public can be weaned 
back to regular love. 

For a January act the Wing Wah 
troupe can show on any stage. De- 
spite lack of showmanship, they set 

(Continued on page 49) 
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Par, State Tariff Cut May Force 


Vaude on L. A. 


Subsequent Runs 





a 





Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 


Dropping of stage shows by Para- 
mount and Loew’s State in favor of 
grind first-run policies at 25c and 
40c, lowest prices at which these 
deluxers have ever been operated, 
and the increased daily attendance 
which the new setup has brought, 
is figured by showmen as presaging 
a return to pop vaude by subsequent 
run houses downtown, which have 
been particularly hard hit as a re- 
guilt of the stiff competition. State 
and Par now grind daily at two bits 
up to 6 p.m., and then tilt the ante 
to 40c for the rest of the evening. 

First subsequent to cut its b. o. 
tariff to meet the new opposition is 
the Palace (F-WC Principal), which 
is now showing double features for 
a straight 15c at any hour. Palace 
is reported to be strongly consider- 
ing an eight-piece stage band in the 
hope of luring extra shekels. 


L. A. Goes Double 


The Los Angeles (Wm, Fox), di- 
rectly across the street from the 
Palace, which for more than a year 
garnered heavily through its 
straight 15c single-feature policy 
(following every downtown run), is 
now showing double features (in- 
dependent pix) first run, at lic 
and 25c. 

House is seriously contemplating 
slashing its tariff to a straight 
dime to overcome the stiff opposi- 
tion, and may even include three to 
five acts of vaude, plus the double- 
feature bills, at this minimum tariff. 

President, a block away from the 
Palace (also F-WC Principal), is 
sticking to 15 and 25, but likely to 
ewitch any minute. Stage shows 
are not a remote possibility for this 
house likewise. The Million Dollar, 
only a few blocks distant, is already 
using vaude on a full-week policy. 

Reduced downtown tariff situation 
is also felt in the nabes, where, in 
many instances, a 25-30c gate is still 
in effect, although playing subse- 
quent runs. The Par and State 
slash has resulted in a dent in the 
attendance at these nabes, with the 
operators figuring that the custom- 
ers prefer seeing the first runs 
downtown rather than wait the ex- 
tra 14 to 28 days in the outlying 
districts. 


Cabaret in N. O. Folds, 


Floor Show Into Saenger 


New Orleans, Feb. 13. 

Suburban Gardens folded again, 
with the entire show jumping into 
the Saenger for a week. 

Show consists of Joe Lewis and 
his stooge, Paul Small, Babe Bel- 
more, Rita White and Bud and 
Betty. 








CURTIS-MORRIS FOREIGN 
CONNECTION SEVERED 


William Morris and Jack Curtis 
agencies are disbanding their joint 
foreign booking bureau. Dick 
Henry, who has been representing 
both agencies with headquarters at 
the Morris office, returns to Curtis 
& Allen exclusively March 1. 

The Morris-Curtis connection for 
European placements was made a 
year ago on a partnership basis, 
with Henry shifting from the Curtis 
office to operate out of the Morris 
agency. 

The combination has _ bookings 
amounting to around $200,000 in 
salaries that extend to November. 
Commish split arrangement applies 
to these bookings, but on all 
further bookings they'll operate on 
their own. 


Errol-Gladys Glad 
In ‘Sunny’ at Par 


Leon Errol at $3,500 and Gladys 
Glad will be added to Fanchon & 
Marco’s ‘Sunny’ tab for next week 
at the Paramount, New York. 
It will be the theatre’s second em- 
bellishment of an F. & M. unit, 
Vivienne Segal and Gus Shy hav- 
ing been added to ‘Desert Song’ last 
week. 

Errol was in the original ‘Sally’ 
cast opposite Marilyn Miller under 
Ziegfeld. Mary Eaton has the Miller 
role in F. & M.’s version. 


15-25e Stage Band Policy 
At Moe Goldman’s Circle 


Moe Goldman’s Circle at 59th 
street and Broadway, New York, 
starts a five-act stage band policy 
on three splits this week, with A. & 
B. Dow booking. Top will be 25c 
at night, 15c matinees. 

House is across Columbus Circle 
from the RKO-booked Cosmopoli- 
tan. It played vaude years ago and 
then straight pictures under Loew’s 
operation. Loew turned the Circle 
back to Goldman last year. 














Santa Barbara Now Vaud 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

Warners’ Granada at Santa Bar- 
bara has gone in for one day a week 
vaude, beginning yesterday (12). 
Five acts, booked out of the Bert 
Levey office, will play the house 
each Sunday. 

While the bill at Warners Down- 
town here will not go intact to 
Santa Barbara, certain acts each 
week will be set in there, 





Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Burns and Allen script used on 


through four sets of hands before it’s cleared over the air. 


rad and John P. Medbury, who are un 
first submit their gags to the comedy 
for doctoring and amending to Carro 
s0n’s writing staff. From that poin 


of the agency’s radio department, John Reber. 





the Robert Burns session passes 
Gene Con- 
der commission direct from B. & A., 
team. Latter then turns them over 
ll] Carroll, of the J. Walter Thomp- 
t the script passes on to the head 
Final treatment is left 


to Nat Burns himself on the theory that he knows best what Gracie Allen 


can or cannot do effectively. 


Those winter cruises have been li 


fesavers almost for many a dance 


team, which type of act has been hardest hit with the minimization of 


outlets for performance, such as theatres and cafes. 
It’s resulted in the duncers making the winter vacation trips, going 


principally for the ride and the chow, 
merly they made something with it 


sans any other compensation, For- 
, but the tours people, with rates 


down, etc., realizing that dancers are one type of act who can’t broad- 


cast or go radio, have had no troub 


le getting some of the best-known 


standard dancing acts to call it even on a trade arrangement. 





In booking vaude for Warners’ Downtown, Los Angeles, George Sackett, 


Manager, keeps an eyo cn the cosmo 
Possible to obtain a standard act of 
Office records showing that such an 
pays the nut for that portion of a 


politan makeup of the city. When 
foreign origin he does so, his box 
act on week-end draw more than 
bill. Week ago he had the Royal 


Hawaiians, with crowds of both Hawaiians and Filipinos in attendance 


On Saturday and Sunday. Same dra 


w is possible, he has found, if one 


act happens to be Spanish, German or Irish. 





Par and RKO receiverships have made the booking thing no sinecure 


for agents who again must learn the 
act anything approaching a route. 


ir situations if they are to give an 


No more okaying of 20 to 40 weeks 


at one booking. Each week becomes an individual task. An agent must 


learn how to open up new situations 
& route. 


for the talent, and how to plot out 





William Morris agency’s devzlopment of the radio and picture talent 
fields stands them in good stead now with the minimization of theatre 


time. 
booking shortcomings. 


That office has built up both of these divisions to offset the stage 


‘DIME’ RIGHTS AT $300 


Shuberts Bar Song’s Use by Weber, 
Its Introducer 








Because he refused to pay them 
| $300 for the rights, the Shuberts are 
|restraining Rex Weber from using 
'‘Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?’ 
jin his vaude and picture house 
| dates, 

| Weber introduced the Shuberts’ 
;‘Brother’ number in ‘Americana.’ 
Shuberts declared they wanted to 
protect the song because they may 
send the show out on the road. 


NEW F&M PROD. 
SET-UP IN 
6 KEYS 


Pending disposition of theatres on 
policies under receiverships and 
other operation changes, Fanchon & 
Marco is decentralizing unit produc- 


ing to concentrate on shaping up its 
new divisional or localized produc- 
tion setup. Meanwhile the 21 F. & 
M. units still on the road will con- 
tinue. 

In changing to non-intact units of 
four grades and prices, F. & M. fig- 
ures on saving around 20% of pres- 
ent unit expenses through elimina- 
tion of transportation costs. Travel- 
ing expenses of the regular travel- 
ing F. & M. shows now amount to 
20% of the units’ total cost. 

The F. & M. regional plan for 
stage producing involves separate 
production offices in New York, 
Hollywood, St. Louis, New Orleans, 
Boston and Seattle, with each 
branch to service its own territory. 
F. & M. figures this will permit 
more flexibility than the old unit 
plan, under which a unit produced 
for one part of the route did not 
prove satisfactory all over. 

In addition to servicing theatres, 
F. & M. will go after fair and club 
business from its various production 
centers. 

Units $1,000 to $6,000 

For theatres F. & M. will build 
units ranging in price from $1,000 
to $5,000, and by order of the the- 
atre whose management can super- 
vise the staging. 

The different grades of units as 

laid out in the F. & M. future plans 
comprise a ‘de luxe’ show with 
name talent, line of girls, special 
scenery and costuming; unit re- 
sembling the present F. & M.’s with 
the trimmings but no names; rotat- 
ing group of principals to augment 
a permanent girl line and house 
m.c.; vaudeville unit with scenery; 
low cost motorized show for one, 
two and three-day stands. 
Central thought in the plan is to 
deliver stage shows that will suit 
the individual theatres’ needs in- 
stead of a standardized presenta- 
tion. 


RKO Agent Loses to 
NBC Talent Bureau 
Over Radio Singer 


A complicated decision by the 
RKO agents’ association in the dis- 
pute between the Jimmy Plunkett 
office and NBC, over Frances Lang- 
ford, limits the Plunkett agency’s 
share of commish to 2%% of the 
singer’s present RKO salary. Miss 
Langford’s salary on Plunkett book- 
ings made prior to NBC taking her 
over, has been $475. 

Under the arbitrary decision the 
Plunkett office will receive 244% of 
$475, no matter how much more 
Miss Langford may be paid while 
represented by NBC. 

Contending it had represented 
Miss Langford in her first vaude 
date and had spent time and effort 
in building her up for stage pur- 
poses since then, the Plunkett office 
obiected to losing the single to the 
network, which placed her under 
contract to its artist bureau. 




















Lynchburg Stage Shows 
Lynchburg, Va., Feb. 13. 

Stage shows are supplementing 
films at the Publix Academy, but 
the attractions will shortly be 
moved across the street to the larg- 
er Paramount. 

Latter’s stage has just been re- 
modeled. Booking tab revues and 











/VAUDEVILLIANS’ PROP 
‘CANNON EXCITES POLICE 


London, Ont., Feb. 13. 

Three vaudeville actors today 
ruined the hopes of local and dis- 
ltrict police that three bandits, 
}armed with a machine gun on the 
| trailer of their automobile had been 
captured after all police of western 
Ontario had been on their trail for 
the past 48 hours. Local headquar- 
ters of the Ontario Provincial po- 
lice received a telegram from 
Wheatley, Ont, last night that a car 
bearing an Ohio license with trailer 
had a machine gun. 

An alarm was broadcast and P. C. 
William Pudney of the London 
force spotted the license number as 
the car crossed a local intersection. 
He commandeered a passing auto- 
mobile and gave chase. The men 
were taken to headquarters for 
questioning. A weapon was found 
in the trailer. But investigation 
proved it to be a ‘cannon’ used in 
their act, which opens in Toronto 
next week. They gave their names 
as Fred Larkin, James Johnston 
and Joseph McGee, vaudeville ac- 
tors from Ohio who were on their 
way to Toronto. They were allowed 
their freedom at once. The ‘cannon’ 
is used in the sinking of a ship in 
their act. 


DIAMONDS VS. PAR 


Act After Week’s Salary Because 
of Cancellation 











Diamond Boys have filed a claim 
with the V. M. A. for a week’s sal- 
ary from the Paramount, New 
York, which cancelled them off the 
current show. They ask payment 
on closing day (Thursday), along 
with the rest of this week’s bill. 

The Diamonds declare Publix 
asked them to postpone their Par 
booking until the week of March 3 
and promised a $250 bonus if 
they’d agree. They say they ac- 
cepted, but that Publix refused to 
put it in writing. 

Act reported at the theatre open- 
ing day for rehearsals and the first 
show, but was not permitted to 
open. 


Watsons-Grace Hayes 
Get Their Air Chance 


Latest two standard acts from 
vaude due for an NBC buildup are 
the Watson Sisters and Grace 
Hayes. 

It all depends on their final okay 
by the network’s program board. 
They’re candidates of the artists’ 
service. 





RKO Palace, Cleveland, Booking 
Its 5 Acts, $2,000, Away From RKO 


+ i acelin 
RKO’s theatre department is go- 
ing outside its own vaude booking 
|} office for a show for the Palace, 
| Cleveland, which returns to vaude 


Feb. 24. It will spend $2,000 a week 
for five acts. 

J. J. Franklin, RKO’s Cleveland 
division manager, last week con- 
tacted several New York indie 
agents, including Fanchon & Marco 
and William Morris, for acts, asking 
them to submit available material 
for the Palace stage. He is Harold 
B, Franklin’s brother. 

It seemed strange to the outside 
agents approached that an RKO 
should not care to intrust a $2,000 
booking job with its own booking 
office, but none of them bothered to 
ask why. 

The Cleve. Palace vaude return 
follows a flop straight picture ex- 
periment. The RKO Hippodrome, 
with which the Palace swapped 
vaudfilms, goes back to films only 
on Feb. 18. 





Los Angeles, Feb. 138. 


Following current week’s layoff 
at the Golden Gate, ’Frisco Horace 
Heidt band, which has been there 
for several months, will be split in 
three sections, with Heidt taking 
seven men to Cleveland, to open & 
run at the Palace (RKO) there. An- 
other portion of the band resumes 
at the Golden Gate, 'Frisco, Horace 
next week, and a third section 
moves into the Orpheum, Portland, 
where the Heidt policy replaces 
vaude (16). 

Heidt, personally, is currently at 
the Orpheum, Portlend, for one 
week. 





Cleveland, Feb. 13. 


RKO Palace is closing for 10 days 
for repairs, reorganization and re- 
hearsals of Horace Heidt’s stage 
band which will open. theatre’s 
vaude policy Feb, 24. 

Frank Hines, now manager of the 
Hipp, which is being taken over 
from RKO by William Elson, is go- 
ing back to the Palace again as its 
manager. Hines, who first managed 
the Palace after John Royal re- 
signed to join NBC, supplants Wil- 
liam ‘Doc’ J. Elliott, who is being 
shifted to RKO’s East End. Howard 
Higley made assistant manager and 
treasurer, while Bert Hansen con- 
tinues as publicity head. 

Hipp under Elson will become a 
10-and-15e film grinder with third- 
run product. 


Keate Leaves F-M 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Earl H. Keate, who has been 
vaude booker for Fanchon & Marco 
for the past five years, has resigned 
to become associated with the Lou 
Dorn agency. 

He will handle film people for pic- 
tures, stage and radio engagements, 














Squawks 


| This Week’s—James 


Barton—Milton Berle 





New York, Feb. 7. 
Editor ‘Variety’: 

‘Barton’s $1,000—Loew’s Headliner 
Chops $2,500 Off Old Top Salary.’ 

In ‘Variety’ of Jan. 31, under the 
above heading, you indicated that 
I voluntarily accepted a lesser sum 
for my services than that received 
by me heretofore, This is entirely 
erroneous. At no time have I signed 
or entered into a contract for the 
sum you stated. I have no agent. 
I am my own particular personal 
representative.. 

The engagement I fulfilled at 
Loew’s, Jersey City, last week was 
a replacement when Bob Hope de- 
veloped a bad throat opening day. 
Lyons & Lyons, agents, asked me if 
I would fill in. I told them I would 
if I was paid the same salary which 
they had previously secured for me 
and which was far in excess of the 
amount named in your article. To 
satisfy the theatre, I did not stop 
to pick up the contracts but Lyons 


& Lyons informed me that they 
would be delivered to me at the the- 
atre., 


Resting on this assurance, I un- 
dertook the work in question. I 
sent one of my relatives over to 
Lyons & Lyons the day after the 
beginning of my engagement to tell 





presentations, j 


been delivered. This messenger was 
informed that everything was all 
right and that I would receive the 
contracts. Relying on this, I con- 
tinued my performance, 

When the contracts were finally 
delivered to me, and they are stilP 
in my possession, I refused to sign 
them. I am instituting suit through 
my attorney, Harry S. Heckheimer, 
against Lyons & Lyons. 

James Barton. 





Editor ‘Variety’: 
New York, Feb. 7. 

Strange as it may seem to many 
people the gag referred to which 
Andy Rice claimed he wrote for 
Weber & Fields as follows: 

‘We will soon have machines 
where you drop in a nickel and out 
will come a wife but we want ma- 
chines where you can drop in a wife 
and out will come a nickel,’ was 
purchased from Eugene Conrad by 
me and contained in a radio script 
which I did on the Fleischmann 
broadcast. 

Maybe Andy Rice is seeking a 
little free publicity through your 
paper, but I am notifying him my 
attorneys are O’Brien, Driscoll & 
taftery. Or he can take the matter 
up with my manager, Charles Mor- 





the office the contracts had not 


rison. 
Milton Berle. 
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Downtown, Detroit 


(Continued from page 38) 
over on their sheer ability. As is, 
these five people do nine minutes of 
breath taking contortions and acro- 
batics. 

On second, Forsythe, Seamon and 
Farrell could cut about five minu- 
tes by speeding up, but still a good 


turn and got across very nicely. 
Perhaps a little too much mugging 
by the Miss Farrell. 

Bomby and his gang offering a 


nice. variety of songs and choosing 
familiar favorites that were easily 
understood. Act also gets away 
from the usual radio act weakness 
—the mike. A prop mike can be 
seen on the stage, but is not used. 
Composed of two men and two 
women and a female piano player. 
Bert Walton hasn't been seen 
here in years and landed on his 
talk. His big asset is his stooge. 
Using an audience plant who is per- 
fect for the spot he starts talking 
to the fellow and finds out that he 
is a radio artist out of work. Talk 
is clever enough to fool the most 
hardened audience in this day of 
multitudinous stooge acts. For the 
finale the stooge sings a song. 
The Rimacs offer the usual type 
orchestra. This group offers three 
dancers in addition to the leader 
who also dances. All very well done 
and unusual enough to get a nice 
hand and hold up the final assign- 
ment suitably. Lee. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 10. 

Many Star Acts and ‘Child of 
Manhattan’ is the reading in the big 
tungstens atop the marquee proper 
and after that Walter O'Keefe, Louis 
Armstrong, and Bernice Claire and 
Alexander Gray do the snarling. Ex- 
ploitation elements of the bill were 
thus recognized as not precisely 
electrifying, although so far as the 
loop status quo for the current week 
is concerned it’s even Stephen be- 
tween the Palace and the Chicago, 
wher: the permanent house m.c. is 
billed over the headliner. 

Dawn Sisters and Paul Cadieux 
opened the show but hardly can be 
said to have gotten things started. 
Neither as dancing nor as comedy 
is the quality high. A certain hard- 
working hopefulness sustains the 
turn, which, however, cannot bear 
the unkind glare of analysis. For 
essentially it’s one faked routine 
after another with solid indubitable 
merit never revealed. The day is 
past when pseudo-flashiness can 
carry a revue in competition with 
the wow specialty turns. 

Ross and Edwards, a purely syn- 
thetic paroxysm of endlessly pro- 
longed mispronunciations, are old- 
timey in a good deal of their ma- 
terial but sufficiently effective to 
please a plurality of customers. 
That may be taken as modern re- 
sults and a squarer for some of 
that 1915 flavor. They have ex- 
perience and know how to make a 
laugh grow where only a giggle 
would ordinarily sprout. They work 
their garbled English laugh formula 
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nicely 





| Walter O'Keefe, carrying the Man- 


light operatics and pretty costumes. | Uvenos, closing, would have been a 


| hattanese to its ultimate sophistica- | since that's the usual spot allotted to 


ition, cracked 


la town with half a million or more} 


|Germans. O’Keefe’s patter got a 
| pretty fair laugh count considering 
the trend of his humor and an in- 
different history for success in pop 
priced houses. 

Lceuis Armstrong's wah-wah closed 
punchily a bill that was moderately 
attended on the Friday getaway. 
\¥ eather considerably warmer than 





through the icy week just ending. 
Land, 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Feb. 11. 


Again the old bogie of scarcity 
of headline talent is causing lines 
to snow in the foreheads of the local 
vaude managers. The wail is on, 
but looks like there’s nothing com- 
ing to the rescue. Only out appar- 
ently is to start repeating, and that 
is the saddest thing than can hap- 
pen to local vauderies, which have 
made this town in the past 24 
months one of the ace vaude burgs. 
Not only are they repeating on 
themselves, but on each other. For 
instance, within two weeks Loew’s 
Century brings totown Don Redman 
orchestra and the Mills Bros., both 
acts having shown at the Hipp not 
six months before. And the Hipp 
is in no sweeter position; it is play- 
ing acts which have headlined only 
recently at the Century, and is now 
negotiating with acts which were at 
this theatre within the past year. 

Current leader on the Hipp stage 
is a hurried booking, due to the sud- 
den disappointment in a Helen Kane 
date which was set for this week. 
Miss Kane’s postponed until March. 
Headlining currently are the Dun- 
can Sisters, reunited after some two 
years. There was some speculation 
and everybody concerned was ner- 
vous about how strong they would 
show. To all concerned the first 
show was a happy surprise. The 
girls are still there, even without 
strong material; that old showman- 
ship is still going strong. 

The Duncans have taken some of 
the old clowning and spliced it in 
with some new material. They tried 


and most of it got across. The 
Topsy and Eva stuff is out entirely, 
only the old Spanish number re- 
taining a sign of a spot in the rou- 
tine. After long lines of weak radio 
performers and uncertain comics, 
these two standout for performance. 

Opening the bill, which was badly 
arranged at the first show, were 
Grace Elder and the Reed Bros, in 
a hoofing sequence that suffers from 
lack of variety. Only one type of 
dancing throughout and it palls, 
even the finishing challenge routine 
being dragged out beyond reason- 





able length. A change of pace 


wise about Hitler in} this 


better bet for the opening score 
standard Oriental tumbling, 
risley and acrobatic group. 

And closing should have been 
Jerry and Her Baby Grands, now} 
third. A class act still, this turn of 
three pianos and three specialty 


workers had plenty punch to finish 
the show strong. On the piano work 
a cinch, but something should be 
done about that dancing, especially 
with a lot of other dancers for com- 
parison. 

In the deuce were Smith, Rogers 
and Eddy, in an act spoiled by the 
mechanical manner in which the 
two comedians work. The comedy 
misses because of an irritating lack 





it out on the audience on Friday, } 


of spontaneity. Femme stooge is a 
stooge, 

‘Parachute Jumper’ (WB), first 
Warner flick to play this Rappaport 
house, feature. Tom and Jerry car- 
toon and Pathe News completed. 
Biz fairish Friday afternoon. 


MET, BROOKLYN 


Not just five acts, but a vaude- 
ville show at Loew’s Metropolitan, 
Brooklyn, this week, which is more 
of a novelty than the stage acts, 
most of which are familiar. Five 
acts which are put together for the 
best effect with a novelty opening, a 
strong singing turn, comedy dance 
effort, strong roughhouse comedy 
and into a showy revue, each act 
helping to build for the next as acts 
on a vaudeville bill should, but sel- 
dom do these days. 


Great Gretonas, four men and a 
girl on the tight rope with balanc- 
ing poles made necessary by the 
rigidity of the rope which in turn is 
due to the load it has to carry, four 
working at the same time on the 
strand. Novel formations and good 
flash to the stuff. 

Peter Higgins, deucer, went 
straight to the spot when it was seen 
that here was a tenor without a 
mike attachment. Evidently re- 
membered and mild bursts of ap- 
plause as he went into some favorite 
number, with plenty more when he 
got through. Made a quick exit and 
the travelers were together before 
the crowd realized he was not com- 
ing back, so they did something 
about it and he encored in front of 
the curtain. Pleasant voice and a 
he-man style of singing that helps. 

Lowe, Bernoff and Wensley took 
the third trick with Al Trahan bat- 
ting it out in a big way with the 
aid of Youkona Cameron. He went 
the full distance and they cried for 
more, but the show was overboard 
on length. 

Anatole Friedland’s revue closed, 
with the audience appreciating the 
speed and flash. Friedland was 
forced to work with a mike, owing 








to throat trouble, and that slowed 
things a little, but it went over ina 
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| Walter Winchell 
On Broadway 
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Portrait of a 


been buried 


WL 


THEN HEAVY 








(Matty Rosen) 





Man Talking to Himself 


It pleases me the way the Hitler facts spread...The facts had 
in other publications many times—but when they were 
reprinted here—they served to show him up...Yet they were buried in 
a newspaper the other day, instead of having the spotlight thrown on 
them...Yes, Hitler would like to suppress newspapermen here, as he has 





done in Germany—considering that AT LOEW'S STATE THE OTHER 
AY TWO COMEDIANS TOOK IT UP. ONE PLACED A HAND on) 
HIP AND THE “STRAIGHT MAN” SAID: “AH! A HITLERITE!”... 
THE HOUSE, WHICH WAS PACKED, ROARED IN APPROVAL AND me i 
PT THE THEATRE, SHOW! 
THAT LOCALS “LIKE” HITLER AND HIS FOLLOWERS. nal 





AN ORCHID TO MR. WINCHELL WHO MEANT 


MARTY 


COLLINS 


HARRY 


PETERSON 


in “YOU’RE A WISE GUY” 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


LAST WEEK (FEB. 3) 


Direction 


Loew—LYONS & LYONS 


RKO—CHAS. H. ALLEN 
(Curtis & Allen Office) 





60 minutes. Film feature was ‘Cyn- 
ara’ (UA), which was backed up by 


a lively Pitts-Todd two-reeler, the 
newsreel, a long trailer for Ed 
Wynn, the organist’s singing class 
and a brief overture. Well over 
three hours on the total. House 
two-thirds full at the first night 
show. Chic. 


Galdin Git Frisco 


San Francisco, Feb. 10. 

It’s a pleasure to watch an m. c. 
who for once has this tough mob 
under control. Zizz Black in for a 
week following the lengthy stay of 
Horace Heidt. 

Maestro, who's a Frisco boy, pre- 
sided over a 14-piece pickup band, 
just in for the substitute week, and 
put that gang through some stellar 
musical tricks. Show was a bit 
rough and band not spread out 
enough, but those defects were 
probably remedied after initial per- 
formance. Opened with shadow 
effects, then into a neat novelty 
tune, with all boys getting a break. 
After a medley of pops’ Black 
brought out Shirley Aaronson, cute 
ingenue who won last year’s RKO 
Opportunity contest. Youngster did 
a song and soft shoe dance that 
clicked. An international rhumba 
done by five girls in solo hoofing 
built up a punchy closer for Black’s 
well received session. 

Trixie Friganza copped mazda 
honors, and on stage demonstrated 
she’s still going strong. Did her 
usual routine, which is quite fa- 
miliar here, and was awarded gen- 


> <a a a — ——_—_——=3 
to the point of exhaustion, mean- would be an improvement, and Miss/nice way. Even got a hand at the erous applause. She did & walk-on 
while sticking in some typically] Elder can do it, since she’s got grace | close, which is unusual here. in Black’s rhumba finale that got 
Manhattan gags about pansies,!and rhythm and the looks. Act didn't Friday night the five turns ran 28 laughs. 
| boarders and broads. belong in the opening notch, since| minutes over the hour with nothing Croel and Allan, With man at 
| Bernice Claire and Alexander Gray|it started the show off with three|that seemed to call for clipping, breakaway piano afd girl a cute 
did with their exhibition of| dancing acts in a row. The Royal|though the house average is around | Singer and hoofer, opened strong 


and gradually petered out unti] their 





closing minutes barely gave ther 
enough applause to reach the wheat 
Couple need something as strong as 
their opening to complete the tura 

Gordon Bros. (3) with a boxing 
kangaroo added a novelty touch to 
the froiic. Chapelle and Carlton 
opened with a good acro aet. n 


which male, lying down, holds girl 
and meanwhile rolls up stairs, ete 
Loomis and Remy are dancers who 
sing and do comedy but shouldnt 
Picture, ‘They Just Had to Get 
Married’ (UU), Bock 


Indie’s 5 Acts 


A circuit house in upstate New 
York, on being turned back to orige 
inal owners, immediately  goeg 


vaude. It’s the Capitol, Ilion, N, » a 
returned to Young Amusements by 
Skouras Bros., and will try five-act 
bills on Fridays and Saturdays only, 
First show went in Friday (10), 

Jack Linder, booking Ilion, also 
has the Royal, Port Jervis, N. Y, 
for two-day vaude on two splits a 
week, Mondays, Tuesdays and Fri- 
days, Saturdays. Initial bill went 
in Friday (10). 

Linder has affiliated with a new 
independent vaude agency in Bose 
ton, Commonwealth agency, for New 








England territory. Boston agency, 
with two weeks of time, is headed 
by T. A. Howard and J. E. Wheeler, 
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EDDY--BURTSON 


and Their WOR ORCHESTRA 
ACADEMY, NEW YORK (Feb. 11-14) 


SO8OD 

—OUR PAST RECORD— 

FRESH MEADOW COUNTRY CLUB 

RIVIERA ON THE HUDSON 
FELTMAN’S MAPLE GARDENS 
> <p) 

New Appearing for RKO 

Address VARIETY, New York 

















ED WYNN 
~Di GATANO~- 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK, NOW 
(Week Feb. 10) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (February 18) 
THIS WEEK (February 11) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening aay et 
show, whether full or split week 





| 
| 
| 
} 











RKO 


GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (18-21) 
Libonati 3 
Wills & Davis 
Kitty Doner Co 








YORK CITY 
we Hall (16) 
John Pearce 
Maria Samson 
Patricia Bowman 
(Two to fill) 


(9) Bert Walton 
'n’ Andy 6 Buccaneers 
Amos Ist half (11-14) 


Patricia Bowman 
York & King 
John Upman 
Jeanne Travers 
Bieanor Powell 


Klutings’ Co 
Ada Brown 
Joe Morris Co 
A & F Lake 


Gladys Haverty Adler & Bradford 
ACADEMY HEMPSTEAD 
ist half (18-21) Rivoli 
Nell Kelly Ist half (18-31) 
Runaway Four 3 Olympics 
Bob Herring Orch | Casa & Lehn 


Hobart Bosworth 


ro to fill) 
Coe Sylvia Clark 


gd half (22-24) 











Bylvia Froos Radiolites 
Art Landry Orch Ist half (11-14) 
(Three to fill) Hazelle & Kiatoff 
2a half (15-17) Doris James 
Stanley Bros & A | Lewis Mach Co 
Now with 


NN 


at the Capitol, New York 
JACK POWELL 
GEORGE PRENTICE 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 














Jordan & Woods 
4 Nelsons 


KANSAS CITY 





Tracey & Vinette 
Tyler Mason 
Small’s Paradise R 


Cosm tan Mainstreet (18) 

Ist half (11-14) | Howard Sadelle & B 
Cedora a Walter Walters 
Faber & Ford Bill Telaak Co 
Daphne Pollard Buddy Rogers 
Songs & Satires (11) 


BROOKLYN Campo Co 
Albee (18) Boice & Marsh 
. Mel Klee 
red ee ne Russ Columbo Orch 
Howard Marsh Co LYNBROOK 


Keith’s (19 only) 


Dave Harris 
3 Alvin Boys 


(One to fill) 


(11) Rube Demarest 
Whiteside, A & B (Two to fill) 
Arnaut Bros (12 only) 
Gould & Robey Moran & Wiser 
Sylvia Froos Glen Pope 
W Powell Orch Reeves 4 

Paul Morton Co 


Prospect 

Ist half (18-21) 
Frankenberg 4 
Howard & Lind 
J & K Spangler 
Baron Suriani 
(One to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Buccaneers 
Lydell Macy & C 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (15-17) 
Aladdin 
Tabor & Frye 
Chas Kemper Co 
Leon Janney 
Karres Noyes & L 


ALBANY 
Palace 
ist half (18-21) 
Miles & Seigel 
Larry Rich Co 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (22-24) 
Arnaut Bros 
Roscoe Ates 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (15-17) 
Teddy, Mary & E 
Joe Melino Co Jimmie Savo 
Vaughn De Leath Adler & Bradford 
Hilton & Garon (11) 
Johnny Johnson Or' Olsen & Johnson 


Grey Fam 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (18) 

Gloria Lee Co 

Bud Harris Co 

Madame V Schwarz 

Ray Bolger 

Ike Rose's Co 

(11) 

3 Reillys 

B & J Browne 

Bernice & Emily 

Leavitt & Lockw’d 

Fifi D’Orsay 

NEWARK 
Palace (18) 

Gracie Schenck Co 

Harry Burns Co 

Voice of Experience 

John S Gambling 

(Two to fill) 

(11) 

Rio Rita Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (18) 

Diaz & Powers 

Kirby & Duval 

Alice Joy Co 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 Broadway 
This Week: Harry Short, Ralph Sanford 








OMAHA 


BOSTON ] 

Keith’s (18) | Keith’s 
Alice & Sonny Ist half (18-21) 
Ray Samuels Campo Co 
Gambarelli Boice & Marsh 
(Two to fill) Mel Klee 

11) Russ Columbo Or 


2d half (11-14) 
Gloria Lee Co 
Bill Telaak Co 
Madame V Schwaz 
Ray Bolger 
Jack Gwynne Co 


( 
Miss Charline Rev 
Lillian Shade 
Weist & Stanton 
Buck & Bubbles 
Kikuta Japs 
CHICAGO 


Palace (18) PARK LANE 
Detoregoes Keith’s (19 only) 
Garner Wolf & H | Connie & Ben 
Aaronson Fayre Co| Larry Rich 
Chic Sale (Three to fill) 
Hudson Wonders (12 only) 

(11) Ricardo 
Dawn Sis & P C Kileen & Hardeen 


Hobart Bosworth 
Fred Ardath 
Tom Sternfeld Co 
PATERSON 
Keith's 


Ross & Edwards 
Gray & Claire 
Walter O'Keefe 
L Armstrong Bd 
CINCINNATI 


Albee (18) Ist half (18-21) 
4 Casting Pearls 3 Whippets 
Stone & Gibbons Sylvia Froos 
Vie Oliver Marty May 
Bomby Co Yorke & King 
Will Mahoney (One to fill) 
(11) 2a half (22-24) 


Miles & Seige) 
Bob Hall 

Calif Collegians 
(Two to fill) 


June Purlans Co 
Herman Hyde Co 
Glory Lee Co 
Wills & Davis 


4 Mills Bros 2a half (15-17) 
CLEVELAND 4 Frankenbergs 

Hippodrome (11) Louis Zingone 
etoregoes Daphne’ Pollard 


4 Eton Boys 
Devito & Denny Co 


Al Verdi & Thelina 
Blac!-stone 


DETROT PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (18) Keith’s (18) 
Klutings’ Co Martin & Martin 
Ada Brown Berry Bros 
Joe Morris Co Weist & Stanton Co 
A & F Lake Senator Murphy 
Betty Jane Cooper! Renoff Renova & B 
(11) | (11) 
Wing Wah Tr A & S La Mont 


Forsythe S'm’n & F | Wilton Sis 
Bomby Co lewis & Moore 
ert Walton Britt Wood 


Rimacs Orch 3 Swifts 








SCHENECTADY 
Keith's 
lst half (18-21) 
Walter Powell Or 
TORONTO 
Hippedrome (18) 
4 Nelsons 
Al Verdi Co 
Fifi D'Orsay 
Bob Murphy 
Jack Randall Co 
(11) 
3 French Misses 
Nash & Fately 
Lita Gray Chaplin 
Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 
Swan Lucille & C 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (18-21) 
Arthur LeFleur 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Aren & Broderick 
Helen Menken 
Pinkus & Sedley 
(One to fill) 





2d half (14-17) 
M'rc'lle & Williams 


Bertolino 
Larry Rich Co 
6 Avalons 
TROY 
Keith's 
ist half (18-21) 
Hilton & Garon 
Joe Melino Co 
Teddy Mary & E 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Larry Rich Co 
(Four to fill) 
2a half (15-17) 
James Evans Co 
Ann Lester 
Pilliard & Hillier 
Charlie Masters Co 


WESTWOOD | 


Kith’s (18 only) 
Connie & Ben 
Larry Rich 
(Three to fill) 

(11 only) 
Ricardo 
Kileen & Hardeen 
Hobart Bosworth 
Fred Ardath 
Dorothy Martin Co 











Loew 


EW YORK CITY 
Capitol (17) 
D & E Barstow 
(Others to fill) 
Boulevard 
Ist half (17-20) 
Leach, LaQuinlan 3 
4 Dough Boys 
Zelaya 
Seiler & Wills 
2a half (21-23) 
3 St. John Bros 
Eddie Parks Co 
The Hickories 
Emil Boreo 
Kennedy Marsh Co 
Orpheum 
lst habt (17-20) 
Gilbert Bros 
Bob Fisher 
F & J Hubert 
Chas Foy Co 
Bryant Rains & Y 
2d half (21-23) 
Janet May 
Gardner 4 
Freda & Palace 
Hal Sherman 
Henry Bergman Co 
Paradise (17) 
Great Gretonas 
Sid Gary 
Lowe, Burnoff & W 
Harry Savoy 
Friedland Revue 
State (17) 
Andressens 
Leon Navarro 
Medley & Duprey 
Aunt Jemima 
Jans & Whalen 
Freddy Rich Orch 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
ist half (17-20) 
5 Arleys 
Gale & Carson 
Emil Boreo 
Roisman’'s Alab’ians 
2a half (21-23) 
3 White Flashes 
Helen Lynd 
Billy Farrell Co 





Zelaya 
Renoff, Renora & B 
Metropolitan (17) 
Ed Wynn Co 
Valencia (17) 
Monroe & Grant 
Frances Arms 
Clifford & Marion 
Bill Robinson 
Starnes & Kover Co 
BALTIMORE 
Century (17) 
Rector & Doreen 
Andre Renaud 
A & M Havel 
Bob Hope 
Britton Orch 
CLEVELAND 
State (17) 
Mills Bros 
Don Redman Orch 
Red & Strugge 
Earl Lattimore 
Myra Johnson 
12 girls 
Pete Peaches & D 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (17) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Colvert Irving & H 
Billy Hallen , 
Barry & Whitledgée 
Nicola 
MONTREAL 
Loew (17) 
Don Valerio 
Senorita Carita 
2 Daveys 
Ann Codee 
B & R Gorman 
NEWARK 
State (17) 
Ghezzis 
Roger Williame 
Smith & Hart 
Nan Halperin 
Rosette & Lutt’ann 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (17) 
Honey Fam 
Al Mamaux 
Ross Wyse Jr 
Geo Olsen Orch 








WARNER 








ELIZABETH 
Ritz 


Ist half (17-20) 
Johnny Marvin Co 
Al K Hall 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (21-28) 
Runaway 4 
Georgie Price 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (10-13) 
Hite Kenny & C 
Oliver Amb’se & 8 
Reynolds & White 
Nickola 

2a half (14-16) 
Manny King Co 
Jordan & Woods 
Bert Frohman 

ELMIRA 

Keeney (17-20) 
Stewart & Violet 
Hilton & Garron 
Runaway 4 

(10-13) 





3 Olympics 


2 Daveys 
Roxy LaRocca Co 
Seed & London 
G & P Magley 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (17) 
Kate Smith Co 
(10) 
Harris 2 & L 
Honan & Arden 
May & Carroll 
Helen Kane 
3 Sailors 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (17) 
Casting Campbells 
Sid Page 
Gus Van 
Aristocrats 
(10) 
Robbins Fam 
4 Blondes 
Johnny Marvin Co 
Solly Ward 
Olga Baclanova Co 





Fanchon 


& Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (16) 

‘Sally’ 

Mary Eaton 

Jack Waldron 

T Roy Barnes 

Hal Young 

Miss Harriett 

George Guhl 

Harry Stafford 

Lela Bliss 

Jack Duffy 

Jack Egan 
BOSTON 

Metropolitan (17) 

‘Spotlights’ 

Charles Melson 

Irmanette 


3 Bredwins 
Chalmers Ens 
BRIDGEPORT 
Poli (17) 


‘Shanghai’ I 
Long Tack Sam 
Mi-Na & Nee-Sa L 
Sam Lohk 
Pan & Chang 
Manchu 3 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (17) 
‘School Days’ I 
Milton Douglas 
Mary Price 
Freddie Craig Jr 
Ollie Morosco 
Edna Sedgwick 
Charley Myers 
Bobby Bernard 
Muriel Moran 
Arlette Young 





O'Connor Bros 


Buster Keim 
Dorothy Keim 
Sue St. John 
E & B Hershey 
DETROIT 
Fox (17) 
‘Girl Trouble’ I 
Chester Fredericks 
Warren Jackson 
Julia Curtis 
De Long Sis 
California Redheads 
Joey Cey Lon 
Ottilie George 
5 Thoroughbreds 
Trouble Ens 


HARTFORD 

Capitol (17) 
‘Irene’ 
Kathryn Crawford 
Bobby Watson 
George Dobbs 
Walter Regan 
George Ball 
Buddy Karsen 
George Fox 
Sydney Reynolds | 
Anolyn Arden | 
Ruth Fay | 
Betty Farrington | 
Dorothy La Marr 
Wanda Allen | 
Karsen & Gretel } 
NEW ORLEANS 

State (17) 
‘Star Gazing’ I 
Zelda Santley 
Judson Cole 
Athenas 
Muriel Gardner 
Collenette Ens 


OAKLAND 
Orpheum (10) 
‘Varieties of 1933’ 
oe Phillips Co 

Lamberti 
Armando & Lita 


} Crane 2 


Behymer 6 


PHOENIX 
Fox (17) 
Holly w« i Com’ 
Teddy Joyce 
| Walter Hiers 
Snub’ Pollard 
| Four Normans 
3lossom Sis 
} Mary Miles 


Cathleen Bessette 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (10) 

‘Snapshots’ 
Stone & Lee 
D & H Murray 
Grace Du Faye 
Robert Williams 
Art & Ben Mowatt 
Oscar Taylor 
Betz Blair 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (10) 
‘Hot House’ I 
Jackson & Gardner 
Helen Howell 3 


_VARIETY 





Le Paul 


41 


— 








Myrah Lang 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (10) 
"Whoopee I 
Buddy Doyle | 
Bobbe Arnst | 
Jane Lee 
John Rutherford | 
Pietro Gentili | 
Carter De r 
William ’ 
Eddie Abd« 
Howard Nugent 
Virginia L Bouldin 
Juan Villasana 
VANCOLVER 
Orpheum (9) 
‘Vancouver Follies’ 
Buster Shaver Co 
Jed Dooley Co 
4 Trojans 
Ada Broadbent 
Lana Mauzey 
WORCESTER 
Poli (17) 
‘Joy Bells’ I 
King Bros & C 
Stetson 
Nadine Gae 
T Atkins Boys 
Ann Roberts 
Sunkist Ens 





LONDON 





Week Feb. 13 


Canterbury M, H. 
Ist half (13-15) 
Co as booked 
2d half (16-18) 
Johnnie Jones 
Co as booked 


Kit Kat Kest 
Sandler Ba 
Douglas Byng 

New Victoria 
Tipica Orch 

Palladium 
Cardini 
C 8 Melvin 
Max Miller 
Vardell Bros 
Nice, Florio & L 
Loyal’s Dogs 
Kirkwhite & Ad 
June Carr 
Lloyd Family 
Wright & Marion 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Rosalind Ware 
12 Super Blondes 
Peter Bernard 
H & M Ristori 
DALSTON 

Picture House 
Ralfini Bd 

EAST HAM 

Premier 
Parsons Bd 


EDGEWATER RD. 


Grand 
Younkman Bd 
FINSBURY PR. 
Astoria 
‘Happy Days’ 
M & H Nesbitt 


4 Buchel, C & R 


Val Rosing 
8 Astoria Girls 
4 Dennis Boys 


HOLBORN 
Empire 
Haig & Escoe 
Hazel Mangean Gls 
Cottrillos 
Fred Culpitt 
Russell, M & J 
Slate Bros 
Dick Henderson 
ILFORD 
Super 
Parsons Ba 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Younkman Bd 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Tom Lucas 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Karno's ‘Real Life’ 
Kinema 
Billy Shenton 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Anniversary Week 
PECKHAM 
Tower 
Carello Bd 
Palace 
Billy Shenton 
SHEPHERD'S B’SH 
Pavillon 
Tarano & Hard'ck 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 
Ralfini Bd 
STREATHAM 
Ast 
Berinoff & C 
M Dore 7 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
G Barclay Co 
Kate Carney 
SYDENHAM 
Rink 





Carello Bd 





PROVINCIAL 








Week February 13 


BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
Mrs Jack Hylton Co 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome 
Elliott-Gitano Co 
8 Dainty Maids 
Eileen Audry 
Michel & Nan 
Sammy Shields 
Peters & Billy 
Gertie Gitana 
G H Elliott 
Billy Danver 
Chester's Dogs 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Hilton Sis 
Co as booked 
ILL 
Palace 
Derickson & B Co 
Sylvia 
Mr Thomas 
Greene Bros 
Donovan & Hayes 
Yo-yo Contest 
Zanfrella 
Johnny Walker 


Thelmina 
LEEDS 
Hippodrome 
Lew Lake's Stars 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
‘Big Broadcast’ 
Paul England 
Carlyle Cousins 
Ronald Frankau 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Cole Bros 
SOUTH SHIELDS 
Empire 
Mary Hagen 
Murray & Mooney 
Carlton & Nippers 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire 
Storks 
Tommy Dixon 
Muldoon & O’Shea 
Jean Kennedy 
Jean Florian 
Shaw & Stanton 
Peter Fannan 





Layton & J’nstone 
Ara & Zetta 





Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Biltmore Hotel 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 
Red MeKenzie 
Peggy Healy 
Irene Taylor 
Jack Fulton Jr 
Ramona 


Central P’k Casino 
Morton Downey 


Eddy Duchin Orch 
Club Mayfair 
Millard & Anita 
Oscar Davis 
Margie Landy 
Madlyn Moore 
Beth Cannon 
Lee 


Al Crawford Orch 
§ Mayfair Beauties 


Connie’s Inn 
Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Simms & Bowie 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 


Cotten Club 





} Roy 


}Cab C 


|} Rithman 
jJerry Freeman Or 


Aida Ward 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Atkins 


Peaches & Duke 


| Brown & McGraw 


Nicholas Bros 
Hill 


alloway 


Leitha 
Orch 
Club Richman 


Jack Osterman 
Rev 


Barbare Blane 
Jean Muna 

Ahi 

Vercell & Sinnott 
Gladys Leslie 

| Iris Adrian 
Marian Martin 





Arthur Brown 
C & C Herbert 
Francis Faye 


El Chico’s 


Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 


El Flamengo 


Al Valencia Orch 
El Flamencito 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 
Ignacio Ru‘fino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 


El Patio 
Beatrice Lillie 
Fontana & Coles 
Endor & Farrell 
Henry King Or 


Embassy Club 


Georges Metexa 
D & D Fitzgibbon 
Loomis 2 
H Rosenthal Orc 
Don Carlos Ore 
Gypsy Trail 
Baroness Erzsi 
Louis Hegedush 
Ethel Pastor 
Kokosch Gypsy Or 
H’lyw’d R’staurant 
Fowler & Tamara 
Collette Sis 
Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 
4 Climas 
Marquerite & Leroy | 
Theo Phane 


Picture Theatres 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (9) 
Mae West 
George Metexa 
Diamond Bros | 
Clifé Edwards | 
‘Done Him Wrong’ 
RKO Roxy (10) 
| Gambarelli 
Viola Philo 
Paul Draper 
‘Child Manhattan’ 
Roxy (10) 
Dave Schooler 
Cook Bowers 
Max Co 
Gene Sheldon Co 


4 Albee Sis 
Sis & B Roberts 
‘Terror Trail’ 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (9) 
Vivienne Segal 
Gus Shy 
Perry Askam | 
‘Done Him Wrong’ 
BALTIMORE 
' 
} 





Hippodrome (16) 
Duncan Sis 


th, Rogers & E 


Ve 

R al Uyenos 

eld & Reed Co | 

P ichute Jumper’ 
BOSTON 


Metropolitan (10) 
Joy Belles | 


King Bros & C 
stetson 
Nading Gae 
Tommy Atkins Co 
| Ann Roberts 
Sunkist Ens 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (10) 
Dave Appolon 
Danzi Goodel 
Nora Williams 


State Fair’ 

Keith's (10) 
‘Hollywood Rev’ 
Demarest Sis 
Costello & Lee 
G & M Green 

Byrne Sis 
Don Santos Co 
Lewis & Ames 
‘Wu Sin’ 








Mayfair Yacht Club | 


Ross & Sargent 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Hotel Montelair 
Charley Eckels Or 
Monte Carlo 

Val Vestoft 
Vito & Piri 
Donald Burr 
Medisca & Michaell 
Dorothy Dell 
James Halil 
Ethe) Allis 

Nat Club 


Jack White 

Jerry Bergen 

Lulu Bates 
Brooke Adams 

Bill Spencer 

Blanche Latell 

Dorothy Maxine 

Al Parker 

Jimmy Murphy 

$3 Blake Sis 

Lew Dolgoff 

Joe Haymes Orch 

Paradise 

N T G Rev 
Cantor's Beauts 
Abe Lyman Orch 
Paramount Grill 


Ted Healy Co 
T Manahan Ore 
Park Central Hotel 
Russ Columbo Orch 
Hannah Williams 
Park Central 
Freddie Martin Or 
Frances Langford 
Rachel Carlez 
4 Sizzlers 
Charmel 
Selbys 
Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
E Madreguera Orch 





D AJberto Tangoists 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 


Rose & Ray Lyte 
Deane Janis 
Hal Kemp Orch 


Bismarck 
Ann Greenway 
Donna & Darrell 
Jean & Joan 
Frieda Sullivan 
Art Kassel Orch 
Blue Grotto 


Tina Tweedie 
Marjorie Tate 
Marge & Marie 
Honey Sis 

Jean Miles 
Jackie Daw Orch 


Cafe DeAlex 


Alfredo & Dolores 
Marie de la Vega 
Leola Ackman 
Enrico Clausi 
Dennis O’Neil 
E Hoffman Orch 
Chez Paree 
Collette Sis 
Bryan McDonald 
Helen Wherle 
Caston Libby & K 
Georgie Taps 
Edith Griffith 
Ben Pollock Orch 
College Inn 
Fawn & Jordon 
Jackie Heller 
Pat Barnes 
4 Abbotters 
Ben Bernie 
Congress Hotel 
Baron & Blair 
Katya Libby & C 
Robert Royce 
Lopez Orch 
Frolic’s 
Tex Guinan Gang 
Florence Barlow 
Ralph Cook 
Yvonne Douvier 





Hotel Pennsylvania 
Ted Weems Orch 


Roosevelt Hote) 
Guy Lombardo Or 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


St. Regis Hetel 
Anson Weeks Orch 


Small’s Paradise 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 

3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 

Wm Spellman 

3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 

Mabel Scott 

Roy White 
Dorothy Turner 
Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 
Hall Orch 
The Csarda 
Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Bela 

Mme llona deThury 
Karoly Nyaray 


Village Barn 
Brook Adams 
Val Vestoff 
Floria Vestoff 
Eddie Ray 
Kris Gerald 
T & F Hoag 
Byrnes & Swanson 
Slave Dance 
Molly MacGovern 
Joe Furst’s Orch 

Waldorf-Astoria 
Nina Laughlin 
Jack Denny Orch 


Geo 


June Carroll 
Bernie Marshall 
Easter & Hazelton 
Dick Lane 
Dick Rock Orch 
Playground 
Eddie Clifford 
Vaughn Sis 
Julia Lyons 
Robinson & Louise 
June Hurley 
Norma Ballard 
Carl Lorraine Orch 
Paramount 
Anita LaPierre 
Mary Nolan 
Peggy Moore 
Genevieve Moore 
Billy Carr 
Mary Neville 
Syd Lang Orch 
Terrace Gardens 
Paul Sis 
Mayfield 3 
The Daniels 
Alice Blue 
Al Kvale Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Cliff Winehill 
Alexander & 8 
Doris Lenihan 
Bobbie Cook 
Phil Sax Orch 
Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 
Todd Sis 
Paula Tymes 
Wiki Bird 
Al Handler Bd 
Wintergarden 
Buckley & Bennett 
Miss Lydia 
Lovey Twins 
Joreska & Lydia 
Frankie Masters Or 
100 Club 
LaMignon 
Johanna Nagle 
Jimmy Noone Orch 





ROXY, 


(Continued from page 13) 


85ec. for it in the old days. 
attitude may be different. 


Cookie Bowers 
head man among 
Friday night. 
two or three other 


and did well enough to 


bookers' forget 


Cookie’s act consists of portraits and 
vocal imitations of barnyard fowls, 
aman getting upin the morning and 
an old Jewish lady in a swimming 


pool. What it takes besides nerye 
is more nerve, They ate him up 
here, 

More to see and less to hear 


works less of a ha 
Roxy's audiences. 
the acts must use 
why Bowers did be 





Isham Jones Orch 
Hotel Lexington 


Don Bestor Orch 


mime and why the other comedy | 
att mpts on this show were made 
with actions rather than words. 
Gene Sheldon, who saw Harry 
Langdon once and can't forget it, 
takes falls and gets his fingers 


Recently he played 


mm ¥. 


The 25c 
was easily the 
applause getters 


Broadway houses 
make the 


about opposish. 


rdship on the big 
In order to talk 
the mike, That’s 
st with his panto- 


‘caught in a banjo. He whips the 
latter for a finish. Straight woman 
assists. Max of Max and His Gang 
is doing more acrobatics than dog 
act now, but the dogs are still the 
am well trained and dled by 
M: xX. 

Four Albee Sisters, w ippear- 
|} ance is their best point, do harmony 
| singing and one instrumental bit. 

Thev're billed as ‘Tomorrow's Bos- 
| well Sisters’ on the pre that to- 
morrow never comes. Sis 1 Buddy 
Roberts, in one fast double number, 
and Juanita Richards and Boys, 
adagio troupe, take care of the spe- 
cialty dancing end. Petite Miss 


tichards flies through the air from 
partner to partner in the customary 
adagio manner. Some time ago, 
when every bill had its adagio act, 
the edge wore off. Sameness elimi- 
nated all of them, but after about a 
year the tossing business looks set 
for a comeback. Miss Richards as 
a flier rates tops. 

The Gae Foster line of girls has 
three spots, two of them novelties 
out of F. & M. units. First, in which 
some of the girls wear dog costumes, 
give Max’s Gang a good build-up. 
Other is a tom-tom routine in which 
the heavy drums, one for each girl, 
preclude chances for much stepping, 
They return for a toe ballet. 

Schooler next-to-closes the 24- 
piece stage band’s spot with his 
piano solo. Smart staging helped 
to make the band look larger than 
it is and managed to iill up this 
huge stage surprisingly well. But 
for a small pneumatic platform that 
holds a piano, the former Grand 
Canyon orchestra pit is now Ccov- 
ered over with stage boards, All 
acts use the front section and it 
brings them up close. Formerly all 
acts at the Roxy were working in 
Jersey City. Bige. 


CASINO, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Feb. 9. 
Glen Rice set a booking precedent 
with his Beverly Hill Billies when 


he booked his radio-record act into 
the downtown Casino and nabor- 
hood Royal for same two days, 
Casino is operated by Irving Acker- 
man (formerly Ackerman & Harris) 
while Royal is under Nasser Bros, 

Hill Billies, who played downtown 
at the Warfield for Fox several 
months ago, did business here. Out- 
fit has played almost everything in 
northern California, working 68 days 
out of 61, which in these days, is 
not only a record but a career. 

Hill Billies record for Brunswick. 
Theirs is not nasal, twangy music 
but subdued and pleasing. Rice in 
dude garb lends plenty of show- 
manly touches to the entire turn, 
aiding a whip cracker who's a re- 
cent addition to the act and intro- 
ducing an okay kid guitarist and 
yodeler and a capable cornetist. 

Biz capacity this night show with 
house drawing 25c top for Hill 
Billies and a pair of features. 

Bock 


Vaude’s 100 Weeks 


(Continued from page 37) 


the possibilities of additional time 
coming in from independents not 
listed. 








How It Figures 


The savings on indie operation as 
against circuit control, all of which 
can do vaude no harm, range from 
local expenses to home office 
contributions and amortizations 
through which theatre costs have 
mounted to ruinous heights under 
recent chain operation. Costs of 
union help necessary in the presen- 
tation of vaude or any type of stage 
show, can also be lowered consid- 
erably by the indies, it is known, 

Another problem to be solved by 
the prospective indie vaudfilm op- 
erators concerns picture costs and 
rentals. In the time they have 
spent with the circuits, the return- 
ing indie managers have learned 
more than ever the true valuation 
of pictures to the theatre gross. 


Film’s Valuation 

Theatres that formerly grossed 
$15,000 with vaudfilms and playing 
pictures on percentage saw the 
film’s share of that gross jump to 
$2,000 and $3,000. When the vaude 
was tossed out and the _ grosses 
slumped the pictures on the same 
percentage got only $800. Since 
the picture was on its own then, 
the $800 it drew for itself was all 
it was worth in any house the man- 
agers believe. 

In dropping vaude to reduce their 
own losses chain theatres inadvert- 
ently cut down their own picture 
producing subsidiaries’ income, since 
reduced grosses brought reduced 
percentage rentals. 

The anticipated vaude revivals 
through establishment of new play- 
ing time is not expected to involve 
time in the circuit theatres, or those 
theatres remaining under circuit 
operation. Circuit overhead will 
continue to apply for them and cir- 
cuit overhead is not amenable to 





Stage expenses. 
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~ 15 YEARS AGG 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 








Shuberts and Klaw & Erlanger 
were fixing their fences. Both out 
after indie producers to strengthen 
_their lineups. Start of a finish fight 
in which both finished. 





Theatre shutdowns on Tuesdays 
to conserve coal were ended by fuel 
administrator. 





‘Smileage’ books were being sold 
friends of enlisted men, good at any 
camp theatre. 





Another phase of war troubles 
was song copyrights. Songs had to 
be placed on sale simultaneously in 
all countries where copyrighted. 
Ocean transportation was slow and 
it sometimes took two months to 
distribute copies instead of the for- 
mer 10 days. 





Distributors checked film thefts 
by supplying the government with 
lists of titles and their owners. For- 
eign shipment by others required 
proof of ownership. Helped stop 
duping, too. Most of the stuff went 
to South America. 





Movement was started to hire di- 
rectors by the picture and not by 
the year. 





Paramount official denied com- 
pany was building up a _ theatre 
chain. ‘We are manufacturers and 
distributors exclusively,’ he stated, 
‘and intend so to remain’, 





Actors were planning a new club. 
One of the by-laws was prohibition 
of show talk in the club house. Too 
big a handicap. 





Alan Dale signed a contract to do 
a second play for Morosco. His first 
was holding up nicely in its N. Y. 
run, 





Police were having one of the 
Sunday show spasms, Visited the 
shows during the week and told the 
manager which acts went out Sun- 
day. Mostly dancers and acrobats 
got the gate. 





Since the first of the year 31 stock 
companies had been opened and 
more were coming. No transpor- 
tation problem helped. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








There were 14 free vaudeville 
shows in San Francisco, the revenue 
coming from refreshments served. A 
record number, though idea com- 
mon. 





Dan Costello was planning a cir- 
cus to be called the Nickel Plate 
shows. First use of this title. 





‘Clipper’ replying to a_ fat 
woman's question added ‘there are 
two kinds of weight; actual and 
professional’, 





St. Louis managers were worried. 
Theatrical shows on Sunday had 
been tolerated, but it was feared 
that boxing and wrestling matches 





would put all amusements out of 
business. 
Fanny Davenport bought the 


American rights to Sardou’s ¥e- 
dora’, supposed reserved for Bern- 
hardt, who had done it in Paris. 
Bernhardt later played it over here 
in French. 





Lester Wallack sued the Mt. 
Morris, Harlem theatre, for the re- 
mainder of his salary. Promised 
$2,000 a week but got only $1,250. 
Manager said that was all the house 





took in. Only legit theatre in 
Harlem. 
Minnie Maddern tried out new 


play, ‘The Storm Child’, but floppo. 
Crude melodrama, She went back 
to Fogg’s Ferry’. 





Manager was offering $225,000 for 
McVicker’s theatre, Chicago. For 
the building cnly, on a ground rent. 
McVicker held out for $345,000. 


ee ES PE eg ne 








Reason that Fox's ‘Cavalcade’ so closely follows the London stage 
| production is Noel Coward, its author, Prior to the sale being completed 
| the author inserted a clause in the agreement specifying that the film 
parallel the stage presentation almost all the way. It also explains the 
Frank Borzage unit's trip abroad to camera the stage show as presented 


there. The Borzage reels, incidentally, were screened in New York Fox 


| projection rooms lately for those sufficiently interested. 


Further research on the subject also reveals the cause as to why 
Porzage, after having made the ocean jaunt to film the play, was taken 
off the picture and Frank Lloyd substituted as director. This was a 


| difference of opinion between Borzage and Winnie Sheehan as to treat- 


ment. The director and his co-workers insisted that a precautionary 
measure should be an American cast of standard ‘names’ for insurance. 
Sheehan couldn’t agree and insisted that the picture be 100% British or 
nothing. So by the time Lloyd got around to ‘Cavalcade’ it was already 
$200,000 on the nut. 

Around and amongst the Fox bunch credit for the picture is generally 
being split three ways—Mrs. E. R. Tinker, Sheehan, and Lloyd. Mrs. 
Tinker, wife of the former Fox president, figures because it was she 
who cabled a buy recommendation to her husband after witnessing the 
spectacle in London and supplementary discussions about it with Coward. 
Mrs. Tinker’s pick is considered the more remarkable as, having little 
or no show experience, it was in direct contrast to the judgment of vet- 
eran showmen who had previously rendered their no verdict on ‘Caval- 
cade’ for America either as to screen or stage. Besides which practically 
all Fox men were afraid of it and, with a prayer, tore into it to salvage 
as much as they could from a high cost and supposed dud left over from 
the previous regime. 

All of which goes to make another point for those who contend that 
practically all of the film industry’s successful $2 pictures have been 
‘accidents’—or films which started out merely as crdinary program pic- 
tures and developed into road shows in the making. They'll trace this 
back for you through the years to ‘The Big Parade’, ‘Covered Wagon’ 
and ‘Birth of a Nation’, 





Stage show at the R. C. Music Hall (Feb. 2-8) uncovered treadmills 
and horses for the first time in years in the big New York film theatres. 
Publix once had a unit which used ponies and the old Roxy had one of 
the caterpillar contrivances on which to walk its people, but the folks 
haven't had a look at the old fashioned effect in a long while. And it 
looked just as good as ever. 

Maybe that was because the Music Hall gave it a twist. Using three 
two-horse chariots, the mills were pulled from behind a set piece, turned 
downstage toward the audience and then turned again as if to exit into 
the wings from which they had emerged. Old way was to just let the 
animals run in profile to the audience. 

Effect was staged as a prolog to ‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) with the 
house adhering to the Rothafel theory of dropping the scrim on the stage 
finale to catch the picture’s title while rostrum action continues with 
lighting from the front cut off but pouring forth from the sides. The 
Music Hall, however, apparently found the scrim dovetailing a bit awk- 
ward due to the necessary slowness in dropping the theatre’s big screen. 
It forced the scrim to stay down until the feature was past its titles and 
into the action, besides which the production staff dispelled some of the 
illusion by running people on to the stage on the audience side of the 
transparency. 

It remains a corking and showmanly effect first introduced, as far as 
known, by Rothafel at the New York Capitol for Mary Pickford’'s ‘Rosita’. 





Columbia Pictures had a clause in its contract with the new manage- 
ment of the old Roxy, New York, that Columbia’s ‘Devil’s Command’ 
could not play the old Roxy unless the scale reached 55 cents. With the 
Roxy scale as at present 25-35 the booking had to be switched, with 
Universal’s Tom Mix western going in currently instead. 

While a couple of the chains had protested against the Roxy scale and 
its 10-cent give-away toothpaste gag by warning independents not to 
permit the old Roxy to play their features under penalty of having their 
product cut out on the chains, that the Mix picture is a western prob- 
ably saved it from being among those barred. None of the chain houses 
in New York are exclusively playing westerns, 

Leaving the old Roxy groping for any kind of a feature picture each 
week is handicapping it to an extent on the film end, although the house 
management of Harry Arthur and Mike Marco believe that their stage 
show at the scale of 25-35 is sufficient. Still they will continue to use 
the feature pictures that may be secured with possibly foreign features 
sandwiched in among those of the native independents. 

Notwithstanding Columbia demanding a 55c price at any first-run 
house in New York before its feature can be shown, there is a story in 
this week’s ‘Variety’ to the effect that Columbia's ‘Night Mayor’ is play- 
ing as a first run at the Seventh St., Minneapolis, which has a day-time 
10c admission in its scale. 





Broadway showmen, psychologists at times, have figured that Radio 
City has one important factor to contend with—the weather. This, the 
Broadway boys claim, was proved last week when the cold wave hit 
town, with people not wanting to brace winds by walking way over to 
6th avenue. It is claimed by: the big street showmen, also, that business 
drawn by Radio City from 6th avenue and the shopping crowd that’s 
strolling around, is affected by inclement weather. 

According to checks last Friday morning, Radio City wasn’t getting 
the early bird mat trade as strongly as it had up to then, while some 
of the Broadway theatres were doing better morning trade than usual. 





Application for a receivership over Paramount Fublix assets in New 
Jersey was thrown out on Par’s representation that company has no 
assets in that state. Action was brought in Newark before Judge Fake 
by a bondholder shortly before Publix abandoned cperation of the Wal- 
ter Reade houses. 

Paramount has an interest in a few houses in New Jersey in the At- 
lantie states setup, but has nothing to do with administration or opera- 
tion of these theatres. They are operated by the Adams Bros. with home 
office supervision from the Skouras Bros. Theatres include Paramount, 
Newark. 





John R. Freuler's demands for major studio stars in his $15,000 melo- 
dramas has left him with but one producer to help complete his program 
for Freuler Film Associates. With Ralph Like lined up to make prob- 
ably only one picture, Freuler contemplates doing his own filming, and 
has placed his coast rep, Edward Manson, in charge of production. 

When indie producers discovered that Freuler wasn’t gagging in his 
demands for Lew Ayres and cther players of that caliber, they dropped 
all negotiations with him. 

Burton King, who made nine for Freuler, finally split with the latter 
over the champagne demands on the 15 grand budgets, 

Ely Culbertson, the contract bridge expert, had the Radio studio execs 
up a tree as a result of his prima donna tactics while working on his 
‘Bridge shorts. He is said to have told the officials how he 
wanted the set lighted and how the picture should be directed. In addi- 
tion, he demanded the right to okay each sequence of the story before 
it was filmed. 





Classic’ 





only 34 of its total membership of 112 are studio 
Wampes faction that sought the elimination of free 
not working in the studio publicity departments 


Discovering that 
press agents, the 





lance p. a.’s and others 
Sepe 4 ? 


from the orvanizition, has qt 


iietly abandoned its plans. It was felt that 





(Continued from page 32) 


cided to give ether recognition to the concert pianist. Move was mot} 
vated by the discovery that Ernest Hutcheson, pianist, and his concert 
orchestra on CBS Sunday nights, has built up the largest listening fol. 
lowing of its kind for the week rating second to the New York Philh 
monic broadcast. 

NBC found that the Hutcheson program has been gathering consider. 
able comment around the country and to counteract both the resulting 
listener popularity and publicity, the NBC program department Picked 
Lhevinne as the name around which to frame a similar session. 


ars 





Amos 'n’ Andy started in show business from Peoria, Il, and Rich. 
mond, Va., respectively, where both were picked up as ambitious ama. 
teurs by Joe Brenner. Joe, in those days, did a thriving business stag. 
ing home talent entertainments for Elks lodges, etc. 

Brenner boarded his assistants lavishly, but paid off in compliments, 
Correll and Gosden have since humorously claimed that Brenner, now 
in the band booking business, owes him 10 years’ back wages, 





Chances are that when Bing Crosby leaves for Hollywood, to fll an 
April 1 studio date with Paramount, his connection with Chesterfield 
will have been terminated. 

Although the Paramount contract stipulates payment of all extra 
wire charges for a network, the tobacco firm has expressed itself in 
favor of having Crosby’s programs originate from CBS in New York, 
Warbler’s Chesterfield contract has six weeks to go 





Chicago ‘Tribune’s’ WGK accepted the Edwin C. Hill program of 
Socony from Columbia only after considerable consideration. WGN was 
loath to take Hill, figuring he was to be sold as a newspaper personality 
and that the ‘Tribune’ had plenty of journalistic celebs of its own to pub. 
licize without taking easterners. 

However, on CBS assurance that Hill was not to be emphasized or sold 
on that angle WGN found a spot and took the program. 





It’s become the NBC policy, as frequently commented upon in the 
broadcasting trade, to wait and see how a new sustaining attraction on 
Columbia fares. If an outstanding click NBC then scouts around for 
something to toss into the ring as competition. 

Case in point is the introduction of Cesare Sodero on a late NBC eve- 
ning concert series after Columbia had built up with Howard Barlow's 
symphony orchestra, 


After the window-cards had been distributed, Loew’s State, New York, 
learned that Colonel Stoopnagle and Budd had been billed as an NBC 
presentation. Same billing, ‘NBC Presents,’ had been printed on the 
one-sheets, but these were caught before the poster crew started slap- 
ping them up. 

CBS Artists’ Service demanded that the mistake be taken care of all 
along the line, but the window cards stayed as is, 





Hook-up which ‘March of Time’ has with Western Union means, be- 
sides the air mention, an agent’s commission to the telegraph company 
on every subscription so placed. 

Arrangement is now about three weeks old and has the radio program 
informing listeners they can subscribe to ‘Time’ by calling any W. U. 
station. All Western Union offices now weekly get copies to make a 24- 
hour first delivery to the subscriber. 





Only relative William S. Paley has on the CBS payroll is Bernard 
J. Proctor, assistant program director. Proctor, who started with the 
network three and a half years ago, as a typist of production reports, 
hails from Chicago, where the Paley clan has an extensive membership. 

Other relatives have since repeatedly tried to crash the network gate 
but without avail, 





Coast’s nine oil companies, bankrolling around a million dollars’ worth 
of western network programs, are hopefully seeking a new type of enter- 
tainment. Thrillers, serials and variety shows constitute the present 
menu, without exception. Despite the admitted need for something dif- 
ferent, none know which way to turn and are continuing to audition 
the same brand of stuff that’s already overflowing on the ether lanes. 





KFI, once considered the class Los Angeles station, has been compelled 
to remove its ban against using records after 6 p. m. 

Station, keenly feeling competition from the other L. A. broadcasters, 
is now using a disc serial on one of the evening spots, previously con- 
sidered choice time at that outlet. 





to throw out two-thirds of its membership might destroy the organiza- 
tion. 

Wampas membership currently is comprised of 26 unemployed, nine 
out of town, six in theatre work, 15 free lancers and 22 in studio exec 
berths, or in other lines divorced from studio press agenting. 





An efficiency expert in one of the New York exchanges, digging for 
‘unsold possibilities’ found one away out on Long Island and had a sales- 
man assigned to go out to sell it. House was listed as the Graham, 
Garritson Beach, L. I. 

Salesman drove out in his car. He finally fuund the theatre but it 
was surrounded by water as part of a development started in boom 
times and abandoned. 

No exhib in sight. 





Metro is exercised by the appearance of a number of nude girls’ photos 
in a number of so-called ‘art magazines’, credited as being Metro photos, 
with nothing much the company can do about it. 

Some years back a number of these pictures were made of unknown 
girls for publication in South American papers, where they went for that 
sort of thing and where the studio signature was considered a help. 
Now the American papers that like pictures like that are copying them 
from the foreign mags and taking over credit line and all. 





A major studio recently gave a contract to a centest winner, calling 
for one year without options at $200 weekly. Contract was made by the 
studio attorney, with company now contending that a six-month ticket 
at $100 weekly should have been enough until the girl had proven herself 
suitable screen material. 

A high labor leader has invited an important indie exhib leader, known 
for his aggressive and successful stand against certain union formulas, 
to spend a couple of days with him. The meeting comes off soon and its 
outcome may have far-reaching effects in relations between unions and 
the theatres throughout the country. 





Mrs. James Beck, wife of the Hays office rep in London, has not be- 
come picture critic for the London ‘Daily Express,’ as reporied. She 
was approached on the job, but hasn't decided one way or the other, 
with likelihood said to be she'll turn it down, 





RKO and Par’s cash position must be fairly liquid, at least as far 43 
film buying is concerned. 
Both are paying off their film rentals not only currently but taking UP 





arrears at almost a normal pace. 
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Take a Chance’ Cutting Top to $3.30, 
Leaving ‘Design’ Alone with $4.40 








Although business on Broadway | Cops Convoy Opera Mer. 
was distinctly off last week mostly 
pecause of weather conditions, con- 
tinued further favorable reaction 
was noted in ticket circles on the 
reduction of box office prices. It | aries of the Boston English Opera 
js believed that $4.40 top for tick- |company following two weeks of 
ets is passe and no show can hold | qojay opera at the Pabst, manager 
to that scale for more than eight | paward Beck had to ask for police 
weeks. There may be some devia-| »,otection against the unpaid sing- 
tion in exceptional cases or if con- ers. 
ditions become better, but that ap- The first uprising was in the the- 
plies for this season and probably | stre and was renewed in the lobby 
for the next year, : of the Wisconsin hotel when one of 

There are but two shows with/the tenors tried to prevent Beck 
a $4.40 top on the boards—‘Design | trom leaving for Chicago. Two de- 
For Living’ and “Take a Chance.’| tectives in a squad car saw that 
Latter is the leading musical 4nd | peck reached the depot. 

‘Design’ the dramatic top-liner. The company is said to have had 

‘Chance’ has definitely decided to | jtg hotel bills paid for two weeks, 
cut the ticket scale to $3.30 top and | pyt Beck was unable to settle for 
may do so shortly after Washing- | the final seven days. 
ton’s Birthday (22). The improved eS ee eee 
attendance for ‘Music In the Air’ 


since it dropped to $3.30 has been 

considerable. Gross has not jumped, FIND PROFIT IN 
but the show is playing to more 

people and its run chances are en- 

ie FORGOTTEN 


Only show in sight proposing a 
Towns in the Virginias and Caro- 


Milwaukee, Feb. 13. 








$4.40 top is the coming ‘Strike Me 
Pink’ which is booked into the 
large Majestic. Before the show 
opens, however, the management is 
expected to follow the trend to- 
wards three dollars top for music- 
als. 





FIRST FOREIGN TROUPES linas are playing a show for the | 


first time in more than four years. 


ON SUBSCRIPTION LIST It is ‘Broadway Rhapsody’ which 
is playing two days and nights in 


one nighters almost forgotten as 
show stands to all but veteran 
showmen, 

The attraction is a group of spe- 
cialty people, the performance in- 


For the first time a foreign troupe 
will appear in the American Drama 
Society subscription theatres, It is 
the Colburne and Jones company 
which toured Canada, coast to coast 
and is now playing western VU. 8. 
stands, presenting ‘The Queen’s 
Husband’ and ‘To True To be Good.’ 
Attraction will go into the Plym- 
outh, Boston, early next month for 
two weeks. If successful there, 
Baltimore and Washington will fol- 
low. Both plays were seen on 
Broadway, but out of town show- 
ings were limited. 

The Drama Society is a combina- 
tion of the Theatre Guild, Shubert 
and Erlanger subscription groups. 
It has been hard put in selecting 
attractions for subscribers. For one 
thing the Guild is behind in its pro- 
Attractions by 
independent producers were antici- . 
paied, but few have been deemed Balto Only Pre-B way 
suitable for the subscription time. 

The out-of-town subscription ‘cir- 
cuit’ looked good to independent 
managers last season because of 
the guaranteed grosses. It was less Baltimore, Feb. 13. 
attractive this season because the Katherine Cornell surprises the 
percentage to the outside shows was ae : : : 
decreased and the charge made by legit business when she ssa her 
the society was jacked up. Under- — show of the season, “Alien 
atood that several managers re- Corn, at the indie Maryland here 
fused subscription booking offers. rather than at & POGUE vee. 

booked spot. Miss Cornell's date 
Bt eee ty here, which starts tonight (13) will 


NEWSPAPER FEUD be the only showing outside of New 


* York, where she opens next week at 
Lincoln Stock Pulls Adv. and Pans | the Belasco. 

Press in Hand Bills Reason given for Miss Cornell's 

ar selection of the Maryland is that 

Lincoln, Neb.. Feb. 13. she has always played this house 


Glenray Comedy company (stock) wt cg PSone pth _— 
we eg dg vg bab retts of Wimpole St.’, she estab- 

, 5 e Wrens Se lished the all-time dramatic high of 
with the newspapers the following town, taking $29,970. Advance sale 
day when the reviews came out./ ¢o, this Sidney Howard play is 
Result is that all advertising has|jarcer than that of ‘Barretts’ 
been withdrawn and press passes , = 
taken up. Company intends to re- 
sort to hand bill and shopper guide 
ads exclusively. 

Ray Weaver, company manager, 
signed 20,000 handbills to be distrib- 
uted about the city panning the 
local press. Outlook of the com- 
pany is just so-so at the bargain 
top of the 35c. and the first two 
nights going two-for-one. 


in a bus with two motor trucks 
carrying trunks, settings and a 
miniature amplifier plant for local 
street ballyhoo. 

Bookings are principally in pic- 
ture houses where the show is wel- 
comed as a change of pace and 
box office reaction has been report- 
ed favorably from almost every 
point played. 

That is proven by repeat engage- 


ments were skeptical of booking 
any type of stage show. Route of 
‘Rhapsody’ may be found in Road 
Show listings in this department. 

















New St. James Tenant 


Indie legit production by George 
Kondolph and Merlin Taylor, with 
William A. Brady, Jr. associated, of 
‘Hangman’s Whip’ comes into the 
St. James theatre, New York, suc- 
ceeding ‘Walk a Little Faster’ which 
transfers the end of this week, 
ay Norman Riley Raines and Frank 
BO te sutler authored ‘Whip,’ which has 

OKING SPURT IN HUB Helen Flint, Montagu Love, Ian 

Poston, Feb. 13. | Keith, Barton MacLane, Harold De 

Legit bookings brings to the Col- | Becker and Robert Bell as _ prin- 
onial Tallulah Bankhead in ‘For-} cipals 
saking AJl Others’ tonight (13): 
next Monday, to Plymouth, ‘The 
Queen's Husband,’ coming in three- | 
day jump from Winnipeg; Peabody | 
Playhouse tonight, ‘Shall We Join | 
the Ladies”; same theatre next | 








Ahern’s Coast Revue 
Hollywood, Feb. 13 


Will Ahern, of Will and Glady: 


Monday, ‘Miss Lulu Bett’: while} Ahern, vaude, is planning the p 
Cople y extends ‘Prins ‘ Pilsen’; duction of a musical re i@ OF 
f8econd week, and follows next Mon- | coast. Bud Murray will do the 
day with revival of ‘The Geisha,’ staging. 

Mary Duncan and Ian Keith, lat-| Ahern plans to open at the Holly- 
ter a particular fave here. are miss- | wood Playhouse March 6, at $1.5! 
Ing from cast of Bankhead play top. Piece will go to San Fra 
Freq Keating remains in cast. 'eiseo following the local run. ! 


Past Unpaid Singers 


When he was unable to pay sal- | 


cluding an afterpiece. Show travels ° 


ments in stands where the manage- | 


Date for ‘Alien Corn’ 





Pork Pays for Beans | 


Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 

Tohn H. Dilson, stage direc- 
tor of the Bainbridge company 
at the Shubert, is plugging 
pork products for a packing 
concern over the radio every 
morning as an outside activity 
which nets him a goodly sum, 

Dilson writes the ‘continuity’ 
extolling the virtues of his 
company’s meats and does the 
spieling, too. 


Chicken Dinner 
With Each Ticket 


' For $1 Rep Shows 











Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 
A new racket, at least for the 
legit, is at the Playhouse. It has 
weekly-change rep with profes- 
sional talent and featured guest! 
|stars each week. House is giving 
away a chicken dinner with every 
ticket bought. 

Theatre owned by John Mc- 
Clatchy, real estate man, who has 
|much of the property in its popul- 
;ous section and is anxious to put 
the theatre over for that reason, al- 
though he doesn’t pretend to know 
much about show business. 


p=) 


|} who go for it as good experience. 
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Players Services to Mayfair Brings 
Park Avenue Aid to Stage Relief 


$ nsnttiianmiiees 
Operettas Recoup Loss Park avenue is making a gener- 
lous and friendly gesture to Broade- 
On Rochester Concerts) way ana is coming to the aid of the 
| stage’s needy. Women and men so- 
cially prominent have formed a 
|group called the Citizens Commit- 
| tee to Aid the Stage Relief Fund. 
| Offices are being opened on Madi- 
son avenue and an elaborate bene- 
fit will be staged in the Metropoli- 





Rochester, Feb. 13. 

Light opera, locally produced at 
$1 top, is the only bright spot finan- 
cially in the Civic Music Associa- 
tion repertory. McCormick, Pons 
and Kreisler concerts, expected to 
make up deficits, showed little or 
no profits, leaving the Association 
in a tough spot with possibility of 
curtailment next season, 

Four of these operas given this 
year with average of 9,000 paid ad- 
missions in three performances, and 
$1,000 net profit. Most of perform- 
ers are amateurs. Few of even the 
more experienced singers are paid 
and the Eastman School of Music 
provides many of the performers 











Seale at Playhouse is 50, 75 and $1, 
with 50c top at the two matinees. 
| ‘The Nut Farm’ on this week. 





'B’WAY DUCAT DEALERS 
HONOR HARRY NELMES 


The Treasurers Club tendered a 
testimonial] dinner Saturday night 





| Harry B. Nelmes, on the occasion 

of his 13th year as its president 
land his 25th anniversary as a mem- 

ber. The event played to capacity 

in the north ballroom and was 
|opened by the singing of a special 
ilyric, ‘We’re Just Nerts About’ 
| Harry’, to the tune T’m Just Wild 
| About Susie’, It was written by 
Ballard MacDonald, ‘with thanks for 
| the two behind the post’. 


‘ Astor hotel, New York, to} ‘ 
set the Aster & ol erties and a new $1,000,000 corpora- 








A number of specialty people from 
| Broadway attractions were present 
‘as entertainers, but the punch of | 
the evening came with the parade 
lof the waiters through the diners, 
;carrying a birthday cake five feet 
‘high. After that Joseph P. Bicker- 
iton, Jr., the club’s counsel, acting: 


with diamond ring with a stone of 
‘three and one-half karats, 

The president was also presented 
|with a life membership card made 
in solid gold. Only one other gold 
card ever has been presented by the 
box office men’s organization, it go- 
ing to Edward Rice. The Treas- 
urers Club of Boston had six men 
in attendance and the Hub bunch 
presented Nelmes with a _ silver 
gavel. About 20 treasurers from 
Phila. were en hand and presented 
Nelmes with a silver cup of gold 
pieces, The Boston contingent 
;started back immediately after the 
dinner, to be on hand for the fu- 
neral of Tom Lothian, veteran man- 
ager of the Colonial (Boston) who 
died last Thursday (9). His assist- 
ant and the treasurer of the house, 
!Ernest Grenier, passed away about 
'a month ago. 
| Six other clubmen were made life 
}members, having been in the club 
1/25 years, 


i toastmaster, presented Nelmes 
! 





‘English Grand Opera Co. over the 





| They are Ralph W. Long, Allan 
J. Schnebbe, Mack C, Hillard, Frank 
| Meyers, William G. Ridgeway and 
|Frank A, Giraud. The dinner ar- 
rangement cummittee was headed 
jby Lep Solomon, chairman, of the 
Music Box, 


‘originals brought out many notable | 


|tan Opera house late in March or 
by Rachel Crothers. 

Accompanying the move was the 
spond when we asked its partici- 
pation in our charitable affairs and 
of the committee-women. 

Men social register rating will 
committee is: Mrs. Bernard Bae 

ON SHUBERT ruch, Mrs. Jay F. Carlyle, Mrs. De- 
liam Randolph Hearst, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Goadby Loew, Mrs. Herbert 
Bayard Swope, Mrs. Graham Fair 
Vanderbilt. 

Next step in the receivership of the $20,000 mark what with the 
‘the Shubert Theatre Corporation benefit performance of ‘Dinner at 
|other assets at public auction on , Th i be 
‘Friday (24) of next week. In the | ‘%: ere is an average of 125 ap- 
plicants for aid daily. Not all ap- 
| Lee Shubert. : 

7 . dine at the Actors’ Dinner Club 
s also speculation as to the 2 ; 

There is sp n t The actual expenditures are mostly 
are expected to take over the prop- quarters provided for in other ways. 

The fund’s executive committee 

ducing shows. becomes necessary. The increase 

The court has made it plain that /in the number of applicants is so 
ization plan has been presented to/ those who have received succor for 
the various creditor groups. How-/four or five weeks consecutively, 
The sale itself may be accomplished | tinue to be in excess of the weekly 
speedily or it may consume several | expenditure, the proposed regula- 
pose to issue stock to the various | #8¢ of their weekly earnings to the 
creditors, the shares representing | f¥UNd now are: ‘Biography,’ ‘Gay 
bondholders, according to the rumor,|2"4 People, ‘Another Language,’ 

in Dinner at Eight,’ ‘When Ladies 
Castle Square, Boston Contributions up to Feb. 10: 


in April. All proceeds will go to 
gracious explanation of its genesis: 
now we are happy to return the 
handle the business details: Jay F. 
wees Dilworth, Mrs. John Golden, 
More Than $20,000 
| will be the sale of the theatres and| Eight’ at the Music Box Sunday. 
meantime there is speculation over 
ply for funds, some getting wearing 
value of the theatres to be disposed for room rent, food baskets also 
tion is in the making for that pur- proposes to regulate the present 
the purchase of the theatres will]! steady that a maximum number to 
ever, it is not necessary to state the | will be placed at the bottom of the 
days. tion will not be necessary. 
but a fraction of the indebtedness. | Divorce,’ ‘20th Century,’ ‘Of Thee I 
Meet,’ ‘Autumn Crocus’ and ‘Dan- 
L it L dm R ed Previous contributions... .$17,344.85 
egi an ar az Rachel Crothers......... ° 200.00 
___—_ 





the Stage Relief Fund established 

‘The theatre has never failed to re- 

compliment.’ That came from one 

COURT STRING Carlyle, chairman; Dewees Dil- 

} worth, treasurer, and Norman E, 

Toerde, secretary. The executive 

Mrs. Edward F. Hutton, Mrs. Wil- 

The relief fund’s total has passed 

The fund is expending $1,400 week- 

, the reorganization plan promised by apparel, others gettine tickets to 

of. The Shuberts and .associates being bought for those with living 

pose, also with the object of pro-| method of distributing money if it 

not be confirmed until the reorgan-! be provided for will be set and 

plan until the date of the auction. | list. However, if contributions con- 

A report is that the Shuberts pro- The shows now giving a percent- 

Such shares would go to stock and|5/ns’ (two companies), ‘Pigeons 
gerous Corner.’ 


Mrs. Kath. Outerbridge... 80.00 
Sam Harris office..... cee 64.00 
Boston, Feb. 13. Thomas W. Gurney 25.00 

Old Castle Square theatre, land-| yrs Katherine Porter. 20 
mark, is being razed. For 39 years! vrs. Frances Compton... 10.00 
— carried on with legit. Lewis Gouvenor Morris... 10.00 
uilt by Henry W. Savage, Bos-/ prop, Robt. H. Hatch 10.00 


ton real estate man, with grand Mrs. Ralph 


opera in English as his yen. He Pulitzer...... 10.00 


founded Castle Sq. Op. Co. Though Other contributions....... 583.00 
not a showman, Savage had the in- Total contributions..... $18,358.00 


stinct, and his idea leaped to suc- 
cess, 

Max Hirshfield, then a youngster 
from Germany, and now musical di- 
rector at the Copley, was Savage's 
conductor. Savage later sent his 





EDITORS CONSULTED 


‘Pastures’ Seeks Consensus As 
Guide to a Tour South 





world, 
John Craig came later to the 
Castle Sq., and his prize offers for 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

‘Green Pastures’ ran into snag 
here when plans for benefit per- 
|formance at National for colored 
Elks scholarship fund fell thru. 
Extra show was to be run for col- 
ored audience, 

J. Finely Wilson, Elk head, called 
all bets off on grounds that National 








plays. One was ‘Common Clay,’ by 
a Harvard student, later a Broad- | 
way and screen hit. 


B’way Musical Revivals 





| His aides were Sol De Vries, Lew 
N. Wood, Henry Blossom, Allan, 
Schnebbe, Entertainment was in| 
'charge of Alired T. Darling, William | 
G. Norton, Harry Snowden, Saul | 
Abraham, George Morley, Leon 
Spachner and Julius (Blutch) Stone. ! 





Coast ‘Holiday’ Sequel 
San Francisco, Feb. 13. 
oO. D. Woodw ard, coast lecit pee i 


er, filed suit in Superior court 
ere cainst National Surety Co.! 

York, grov < out of 

Arthur Hopkins 
iW i wants $39 7 5 
1ims to have lost because Na- | fi 

ting for hiopkins halted by | 
njunction his local production of | 
iH tay n 1929. | 


| sequence in his repertoire, 


would not open doors to colored 
| people at regular performances, 
| Many of the cast come from Wash. 
ington, 

Invitations has been extended to 
a dozen editors of South to attend 
show this week and give opinions 
fon chances of routing it thru South. 
' 


Charlie Purcell is after Vivienne 
Segal to team with him for a perm- 
anent comic opera revival season 
on Broadway at $1.50. 

Purcell vlans to do ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’, ‘Maytime’, ‘Dearest En- 
emy’ and ‘Magic Melody’ as the first 


aman 
Belasco-Curran’s $2 Top | 


Los Angeles, Feb, 13. 


To Star Helen Morgan 


A. C. Blumenthal planning to star 


Following scheduled two weeks’; Helen Morgan in a musical Now 
n of Another Lar lage’ at the } > itter 
Bel ‘ Bela o & Currar ll pr I Morgan i tne sole remaine 
luce ‘Dinner t Eigh ( ‘ £ red member of the original 
ir. how Boat’ company, touring un- 
Effective witk Lal ( ) ier | menthal uspices, and last 
house adopts a $2 top price, with) week tabloidized for the picture 
ma ‘ at $1.5¢ ' houses 
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London Show World 
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London, Feb. 4. 
Herbert Marshall makes a flying 
visit to New York for a chat with 
Paramount officials and returns 
immediately. The run of ‘Another 
Language’ was _ short-lived when 
Edna Best withdrew from the cast. 


A First Attempt 
A strange play, by common con- 


sent, is ‘Head-On Crash,’ a first ef- | 


fort by a young man from the prov- 
inces, presented by Sir Barry Jack- 
son at the Queen's, Feb. 1. A bril- 
liant cast only served to emphasize 
that the play has a certain atmos- 
phere about it, but contains little 
else. A girl with a twisted sense 
of humor brings to a peer’s house 
the man whose drunken careless- 
ness caused the death of his only 
son in a motor smash. On learn- 
ing the identity of his unbidden 
guest, the bereaved father shoots 
him, then poisons himself. 

Although the promise of fruitful 
drama was in this instance unful- 
filled, there are grounds for believ- 
ing this 22-year-old Laurence Miller 
may some day write something 
worth while. Flora Robson and 
Cedric Hardwicke won the chief 
acting honors. 


Murray’s May Change Hands 

Murray’s Club, founded by Jack 
May in 1913, and the oldest club in 
London, is likely to be sold soon. 
Club has had a hectic career, It 
is controlled by W. A. Steward, who 
also controls Romano’s, in. the 
Strand, at one time one of the most 
famous rendezvous in the West End. 

Six months ago the club was in 
the market for $20,000, but it has 
recently been under the manage- 
ment of Beaumont Alexander, who 
formerly controlled the Princes’ 
Restaurant and the Silver Slipper. 
With improvement in nightly tak- 
ings, price has jumped to $90,000, 
with $60,000 already offered by 
wealthy syndicate, but so far Stew- 
ard is holding out. 


Disastrous Week 


Week of Jan. 23 will go down in 
history as the worst ever, both in 
London and the provinces. Worst 
sufferers were vaudeville and legit 
houses. Of the 30 shows running in 
the West End not more than four 
made money, with a similar number 
breaking even. 

In vaudeville, practically every 
house lost on the week, while one 
house, headlining with a big Eng- 
lish comedian, opened to under $300 
on Monday, with the next day’s 
takings dropping. to $200. In the 
provinces a revue with a _ spicy 
French title took $25 on opening 
day. One firm touring four big pro- 
ductions had to wire $6,500 to pay 
salaries, 





McLaglen as Turpin 
Victor McLaglen is due here early 
March to appear in the filmization 
of Harrison Ainsworth’'s ‘Rookwood.’ 
He will have the role of Dick Tur- 
pin, directed by John Stafford, who 
is running his own production unit. 





What England Likes 


‘A Bit of Test,’ produced at the 
Aldwych, Jan. 30, is the 13th con- 
secutive piece of the same kidney 
produced at that house in 10 years, 
with practically the same personnel. 

When you see one, you see them 
all. The audience liked the first one. 
Succeeding audiences liked every 
one of the other 12, and there is 
likelihood the 13th will share a 
similar fate. 


At the Palladium 

Business was anemic at Palla- 
dium Monday night (30). First came 
Patsy Marr, assisted by the perma- 
nent Palladium girls. She opens the 
first half and also the second, divid- 
ing her acrobatic. dancing turn. 
Hardly a fair chance to judge her 
work as an individual act. In both 
instances, however, she fared nicely. 

Then came Dave Morris and Ed- 
die Connor, cross-talk comedians. 
Morris appeared to be suffering 
from a cold. Apparently their turn 
is a good one, as everything in it 
has been seen before to good effect. 

Three Slate Brothers, comedy 
dancers, and Radcliff and Rodgers, 
making their debuts in England, 
both scored emphatically. What 
would have happened to them with 
a packed house would probably be 
plenty. Enos Frazere is back after 
a number of years and suitably held 
the audience in the closing spot. 


Testing ‘Lifetime’ 

‘Once in a Lifetime’ was given its 
English premiere at the Birming- 
ham Repertory theatre, Jan. 28. 
This tryout is designed to test the 
play's mettle with a view to London. 





Camilla Horn at Wembley 
Camilla Horn is working at the 
Wembley studios for the newly 
formed Wyndham Films, Ltd. She 


BERETS ARE NOT HATS 


Brussels Changes Law to Avoid 
Row With Femmes In Theatres 


Brussels, Jan. 30. 





Since theatres have existed in 
Brussels police orders have been 
that no woman in the stalls or pit 
should be allowed to keep her hat 
on during the performance. The 
flat berets that girls now mirac- 
ulously balance on the left ear have 
changed that regulation. 

When ordered to remove them the 
girls perkily refuse and to prevent 
further disputes the chief of police 
has decided that berets are not 
hats. If however, they are dec- 
orated with a pom-pom likely to 
obstruct the view of the person’ 
sitting behind they are hats and 
off they must come. Police offi- 
cers on theatre duty are now pro- 
vided with a foot-rule to measure 
the girls’ pom-poms, 


‘ALIBY SOLITARY 
LONDON CLICK 


London, Feb. 13. 


‘Ten Minute Alibi’ at the Hay- 
market is that rare thing, an orig- 
inal melodrama. Looks certain to 
be a fair success. A nice run is in 
prospect, 

It's the one bright spot in last 
week’s new show list. At the 
Vaudeville is ‘Half a Million’, which 
is an old fashioned farce. Well 
acted, but the piece is hopeless. 





RECEIVER’S TERMS 


Rents London Piccadilly 
for 15 P.C. of Gross 


Samett 


London, Feb. 4. 


Lucien Samett, the originator in 
London of continuous entertain- 
ment, despite many claimants, re- 
turns to the Piccadilly Feb. 27 with 
continuous vaudeville. 

Theatre has been leased by C, A. 
Bolton, managing director of Brit- 
ish Raycol Co., which is financed 
by Courtaulds, the millionaire silk 
manufacturers, who have financed 
3asil Dean in his many film proj- 
ects. 

The theatre has been leased from 
the receiver on very favorable 
terms. The receiver to get 15% of 
the intake, with the bars, cloak- 
rooms and programs to be operated 
by the lessees. 


Newsreel Vaude 
London, Feb. 2. 


The first time in the history of 
show business in #ngland— and 
maybe in the world—that a vaude- 
ville act is playing in a newsreel 
theatre in the flesh. 

This distinction belongs to the 
Four Musketeers, an American act, 
playing at the Cameo Newsreel the- 
atre, Charing Cress Road, London. 


Czech Opera Vet Dies 
Prague, Feb. 1. 

The oldest singer of the Czech 
National theatre, Adolf Kroessing, 
is dead at 85. He was a member 
of the national theatre for 40 years, 
appeared in 200 roles and sang 4,000 
times. 

Kroessing created the .part of 
Vasek in Smetana’s famous opera, 
‘The Bartered Bride.’ 





Belated ‘Rese Marie’ 
Prague, Feb. 1. 

For the first time in the German 
section of Czechoslovakia ‘Rose 
Marie’ by the American composer 
Friml] is running, in Bruex, a city 
of North Bohemia. Kaethe Stam- 
mer in the chief role. 





of stage life, entitled ‘Matinee Idol,’ 
directed by George King. 


Royalty at Shows 
While the Prince of Wales was 
attending ‘Dinner at Eight,’ his 
brother George was among the first 
nighters of ‘Mother of Pearl,’ other 





celebrities being Gertie Lawrence, 
Elizabeth Bergner, June. Cochran 
claims largest after production 
booking since his production of 
‘Afgar’ at the Pavilion some years 


will be featured in.a dramatic story ‘ago. 


Current Road Shows 


This Week (Feb. 13) 

‘Abbey Players,’ Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto, 

‘Blossom Time’—Student Prince,’ 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

Broadway Rhapsody,’ 13-14, Mt. 
Airy, N. C.; Burlington; 17, Roanoke 
Rapids; 18, Rocky Mount; 19, Fort 
Monroe, Va.; 20-21, Greensboro, 
North Car.; 22-23, Durham; 24-25, 
Raleizh; 27, Wilson; 28, Goldsboro. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ Apollo, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Cavalcade,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Cavalcade,’ Majestic, Boston. 

‘Cavalcade,’ Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Cavalcade,’ Erlanger, Buffalo. 

‘Counsellor at Law,’ Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

‘Of Thee |! Sing,’ Forrest, Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Caponsacchi’ and ‘Hamlet,’ Feb. 
13, Capitol, Albany; Kalurah Tem- 
ple Binghamton, N. Y., 15; Temple, 
Scranton, Pa., 15; Strand, Ithaca, 
16; Lyceum, Rochester, 17-18. 

‘Dixie On Parade,’ Garrick, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Forsaking All Others,’ Colonial, 
Boston. 

‘Of Thee ! Sing,’ City Auditorium, 
Amarillo, Tex., Feb. 13; Memorial 
Auditorium, Wichita Falls, 14; Au- 
ditorium, Fort Worth, 15; Fair Park 
Auditorium, Dallas, 16; Auditorium, 
Galveston, 17; Auditorium, Hous- 
ton, 18. 

‘Rhapsody in 
Newark, 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Majestic, 
Brooklyn, 

‘Shuffle Along,’ Garrick, Philadel- 


Black,’ Shubert, 


phia. 

‘The Green Pastures,’ National, 
Washington. 

‘The Family Upstairs,’ Cort, Chi- 
cago. 


‘The Queen’s Husband,’ Walker 
theatre, Winnipeg, Feb. 13-15. 

‘Vanities,’ Feb. 13-14-15, Lyceum, 
Rochester; 16-17-18, Capitol, Al- 
bany. 


Child of Manhattan 


(Continued from page 21) 

the millionaire, John Boles, and be- 
lieves in him even when he takes 
her out the very next day and buys 
her tons of rags and ice. Without 
explanation or buildup she’s sud- 
denly discovered to be knitting baby 
clothes, and John, looking as honor- 
able as he knows how, sends for a 
marriage license, But the baby dies, 
so she runs away to get a divorce 
and offers to marry another man, 
Charles Jones. All because she 
loves her husband, of course. And 
on the new wedding day Boles 
shows up, looks at Nancy reproach- 
fully, she falls into his arms, her 
new fiance scrams, and all is prob- 
ably well. 

Miss Carroll acts that part right, 
and if the acting is obvious often, 
it doesn’t much matter, because it’s 
that kind of a role. Boles is claimed 
to have a femme appeal, so maybe 
his reticence and reserve are the 
proper ticket, although he’s a singer 
first. Charles Jones, once billed as 
‘Buck,’ has an impossible job as the 
other man and resorts to his old- 
fashioned horse-opera tactics—big 
hat, trick suit and all, 

Eddie Buzzell on the direction did 
as well as anyone could and smartly 
sacrificed a number of scenes for 
laughter. His megging calls for a 
bow. But Buzzell, as a comedian 
himself, should have known that 
Jessie Ralph's alleged eccentric 
German comedienne was too hope- 
less. 

Production and photography A-1. 

Kavuf. 





Between Fighting Men 


KBS production and World-Wide release 
starring Ken Maynard and featuring Ruth 
Hall. Directed by Forrest Sheldon. Story 
and continuity by Betty Burbridge and 
Forrest Sheldon. Cast includes Josephine 
Dunn, Wallace MacDonald, Albert J. 
Smith, Walter Law, James Bradbury, Jr., 
John Pratt. At Loew’s New York, one 
day, Feb. 7, on double bill. Running time, 
59 minutes, 





More plot action than usual in a 
western has this Ken Maynard story 
with several players carrying the 
plot instead of standing back to give 
it all to the star. Good photography, 
intelligent direction, plenty of rid- 
ing and better than average sound 
help to make this a good feature in 
its class. Will do well where they 
want westerns and can be ventured 
one step above in a pinch. 

Basic plot is the enmity between 
the cowmen and the incoming 
sheepmen, Herder is killed and his 
daughter adopted by the man who 
instigated the action against him. 
Cowman’s son and adopted son both 
love the girl, with the son getting 
shot to leave the field clear for the 
star. Action progresses steadily 
and without lost motion. There are 
some good sheep shots and the 
usual hard riding, but chiefly it is 
the acting out of the story which 
makes this a bit different. 

tuth Hall, Wallace MacDonald 
and Walter Law get a fair chance 
at the dramatics, with Josephine 
Dunn, Albert Smith and John Pratt 
in to show now and then. Dialog 
is a bit foolish, but that will not 





annoy western fans. Chie. 


—=—=—— 


Plays on Broadway 





BEFORE MORNING 


Melodrama in three acts presented at 
the Ritz Feb. ® by Albert Bannister and 
John G. Norman; written by Edna and 
Edward P. Reilly; staged by William B. 
Friedlander, 


FJOMNY ccccvecccccseccvecececss Maud Turner 
DOPiB.ccccccccseccececccceccecd Alice Burrage 
TOFOO. cccvcvece cenceesseessecdreten. mean 
Leo Bergmman...cccccscessees Clyde Fillmore 
Bem AOUD, cc cccoocceceseces: Jules Epailly 
Elsie Manning.......- Jessie Royce Landis 
Horace Barker..ccccccescscscess John Litel 
Neil Kennedy..... eocece Louis Jean Heydt 
James E. Nichols...ees..e+-- Hugh Buckler 
Dr. Gruelle.....se+e eocccecs McKay Morris 
Mrs. Nichols...ccccoccscees Louise Prussing 





The care with which this play 
was presented indicates the new 
managerial team concerned is liable 
sooner or later to put over a win- 
ner. It probably won't be ‘Before 
Morning,’ made into a murder mys- 
tery piece by Edna and Edward P. 
Reily from one of their’ short 
stories, 

Main trouble with the play is 
that it has but one good act, the 
first. In that interlude there is a 
well-defined change of pace and all 
of the evening’s comedy. Casting 
has been intelligently done and 
there are several better-known 
players on vicw. The authors have 
conceived a drawing-room mystery 
story that hoids the interest fairly 
well, though there seemed to be 
some vrasted characters, several be- 
ing on but once. 

It is scened in the hotel apart- 
ment of Elsie Manning, an actress 
who has a married lover. This man 
Nichols would wed her were he free. 
He had been very kind to Elsie and 
her small daughter, injured in a 
motor smash which killed the 
husband. At the moment Elsie 
welcomes the promise of security in 
marriage to Horace Barker from 
Detroit. For that reason she re- 
jects a stage offer from a quizzical 
young producer whose wry com- 
ments about show business furnish 
the only fun of the play. 

Nichols, back from a trip, com- 
plains of illness and lies down on 
Elsie’s bed, where he promptly ex- 
pires, apparently from heart dis- 
ease. Two men friends manage to 
remove the dead man to a sani- 
tarium, carrying him between them 
like the stunt in ‘Broadway.’ 

But the doctor, waiting a chance 
at blackmail, calls on Elsie and de- 
clares that Nichols was murdered 
by a dose of nicotine. How it was 
administered, and by whom, is 
solved in the third act, and when 
the medico exits he is on his way 
to collect $200,000 demanded as the 
price of silence. It is explained 
that the effect of the poison would 
make it appear that death was from 
natural causes. The man from De- 
troit still desires to wed Elsie and 
that end of the story is tied up ina 
fashion, 

Jessie Royce Landis is Elsie, re- 
maining on stage virtually through- 
out, action spanning the time from 
after theatre one evening to some 
time before dawn. The believable 
impersonation of Miss Landis’ Elsie 
has the support of actors such as 
McKay Morris, who plays the schem- 
ing doctor; Louis Jean Heydt as 
the showman with a sense of hu- 
mor, John Litel as the straight- 
shooting Detroiter, Hugh Buckler, 
as the man who gets bumped off, 
Clyde Fillmore as a man about 
town, Jules Epailly his associate, 
and Louise Prussing, the dead man's 
wife. 

‘Before Morning’ has most of the 
makings, but it appeared that when 
the authors padded their story into 
a play, not quite enough time was 
devoted to the work. Ibee. 





‘Evensong’ Into Storage, 
Tours Canada in Fall 


‘Evensong,’ which was withdrawn 
from the Selwyn, New York, Sat- 
urday (11) after a scant two weeks, 
will tour Canada next season. Edith 
Evans will head the cast. Miss 
Evans starred in the show during 
its successful London engagement, 
likewise the disappointing Broad- 
way date, 

Despite the show's failure here it 
is figured to be welcomed in the 
Dominian. The production is being 
shipped to Montreal where it will 
| be stored until the opening there 
j} next fall. 








In Baltimore at $2 Top 


Baltimore, Feb. 13. 

Plan of O. E. Wee and Jules Lev- 
enthal for an indie eastern circuit 
of legit revivals and repeats at one 
buck top didn’t materialize as 
promised, but the project is going 
through, at $2 high. Wee & Lev- 
enthal have the Broad in Philadel- 
phia, a house in Boston, and will 
come into tue indie Maryland here. 
Will start with the ‘Good Fairy’ 
with Ada May, coming in Feb. 20 
against Paul Muni in ‘Counsellor- 
At-Law’ at the UBO Fords. And 
then come ‘Whistling in the Dark,’ 
‘That’s Gratitude,’ and after that, 
| it depends on the grosses of the 
| first attempts. 








Academy Dramatic Arts 


Sixth matinee performance by i} 


of the school at Lyceum theatre. pile 
afternoon, Feb. 10, presenting a’ riday 
dramatic curtain raiser and thre« act fame 
opening with : farce, 


The Cajun 


Dramatic playet in one act by Ada Jack 


Carver, by arrangement wit! ; 
Irench, / a 
AEURIGO ccccesces ee Lorna V 
Cedeecececs 4 f | 
Julie ndheee e+se- Edith Pritchara 
Papite «++-Ralph Shipman 





Anatole ... ee. Robert Tho 

* ** mse 
Pierre tees esseeeerees Oe eeees John Bryan 
Father Martel.cccccccccesccccss Paul Ameg 





Usually dramatic school pupils 
are happier in dramatic stuff than 
the lighter and more exacting farce 
but this tense story of the diluted 
Acadian stock in southern Louisiana 
failed to get over with the approxi. 
mate force of its big moments, In 
the lighter opening scene the play. 
ers did well enough, but failed fully 
to come up to the climax, which is 
no trifle in even in the hands of 
more experienced players. 

They read their lines fluently, 
seemed at home on the stage and 
gave value to the opening, but the 
story fell with the entrance of the 
priest, who brings about the denoue.- 
ment. Lorna Volare was good ag 
the expectant bride, but Edith 
Edith Pritchard was handicapped 
from the start by a voice too youth. 
ful for her gray hair. Ralph Ship- 
man played sincerely but without 
fire, and Paul Ames shows a simi- 
lar fault in his Father Martel. The 
sketch is a little too trying for 
novices. 


Hay Fever 


Farce in three acts and one set by Noel 
Coward, done by arrangement with Samuel 
French. 






BOTGL BAR, cc cccecececs Coccee Nancy Dillon 
BIMOR BIAS. cvcccccocecseccs Ronald Brogan 
CUATE scacec Cc ccccccccers Jean Blakeslee 
PN ti thie sdeeeeh 06s Helen Wright 
BOWE SECM 05b3 0006s 6060 eeecccd John Swan 
Sandy Tyrell..... e -++-Clyde Turner 
MS MNO on 600 0600060604065 Gloria Gill 
Richard Greatham.........Stanley Gorham 
Jackie Coryton......... 6604 ue Edith Tachna 





Noel Coward's brisk lines and 
amusing situations carry the play 
along, but the players were un- 
usually at home in the lively farce 
and gave an ensemble effect that is 
usually lacking in student produc- 
tions. Helen Wright walked away 
with the honors as Judith Bliss, 
showing a flair for comedy that 
gave her work the value of a prac- 
tised player. She has that inde- 
finable something that marks few 
women as comediennes, In general, 
the performance was almost up to 
the average stock company presen- 
tation, though now and then inexe 
perience would show. Nancy Dile 
lon was a competent ingenue and 
Ronald Brogan played with a sweep 
that was appreciated. 

The outstanding feature of the 
performance was the speed and 
smoothness of the tempo, once an 
act was started, but an awkward 
instant following the rise of each 
curtain. Lines were picked up 
promptly and bits of business were 
smoothly done. It was an enjoys 
able performance even to those who 
were not interested in the players 
through acquaintanceship, which 
may be said very seldom of these 
trial performances. Chic. 





Pasadena’s Frisco Deal 
Changed, Bookings Hint 


San Francisco, Feb. 13. 


Two set for this month are ‘Crim- 
inal at Large,’ coming into Duffy's 
Aleazar 24, and ‘Louder Please,’ re- 
lighting Erlanger’s Columbia 20, 
after a month’s darkness. 

Pauline Frederick will do the 
Duffy show. Follows Lilyan Tash- 
man in ‘Grounds for Divorce.’ J0@® 
E. Brown was set for ‘Shore Leave,’ 
but comic didn’t like the piece, and 
he and Duffy are shopping for ane 
other. 

Opening of ‘Louder Please’ at Coe 
lumbia under Pasadena Playhousé® 
banner, evidently marks breaking 
off of relations between little thea- 
tre group and Belasco & Curran. 
Pasadena bunch was set with B. & 
C. for four plays here, but after 
‘Brief Moment’ brodied, deal went 
cold, with B. & C. turning down 
those plays that didn’t presage 
returns. 


DRAMA PROF’S PLAY 
Easton, Pa., Feb. 13. 

‘The Edge of the World,’ a play 
written by Professor Albert H. Gil- 
mer, head of the dramatic depart- 
ment of Lafayette College, had its 
premiere in the Little Theatre at 
the college here Thursday (9), and 
played three nights. 

The play is set in Ireland and 
deals with the struggle of its here- 
ine to escape from her common- 


‘place life and surroundings. 
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side Stuff—Lesit 


In Buffalo Ed Wynn did a two-alarm over the fact Jessel-Cantor one 
night troupe hopping into town and taking all the $2 show money avail- 
able for that evening with the Wynn show the same night dying. 

Wynn was careful to state to the Buffalo ‘Courier’ in an interview 
that his peeve was not against Cantor and Jessel alone but against the 
one-nite idea. He said the one-day shows were as bad for the town as 
for the company which was so unfortunate as to follow the hit-and-run 
troupes into a date. It was all right for the actors, he admitted, but it 
was bad for the town, from his point of view. It was bad for the Ed 
Wynn show, he also admitted. 

According to his squawk Wynn got into Buffalo with a company of 
80 people, hired 35 stage hands and an orchestra and his 80 players 
spent money at the city’s hotels for a week, rode in the city’s taxicabs 
and dropped coin in the local stores or the slot machines. As he put it, 
they left more money in the town than they took out. 

On the other hand, the mercenary comic claimed, the C-J aggregation 
hopped in for the day, carrying a small troupe, spent the day in Buffalo 
and little else, and out to the next stand, leaving the city sour for any 
troupe to show until the pocketbooks had inflated again. 

But Wynn didn’t object to Ed Wynn for one nite only and weekly on 
the radio with $5,000 that evening for Wynn, whether one-nite stage 
troupes starved or walked. 








John Hay Whitney, mentioned in last week ‘Variety’ story from the 
Coast as a possible partner of David O. Selznick, and as the financial 
angel for Director Lewis Milestone, is a son of, and eventual heir to, 
the estate of the late Payne Whitney, and not Harry Payne Whitney. 
Latter was his uncle, Payne Whitney being a brother of Harry Payne 
Whitney. 

Latter’s son is Cornelius (Sonny) Whitney, head of the Whitney Stable, 
and an unsuc-essful candidate for Congress on the Democratic ticket in 
a Long Island district last fall. 

The estate of Payne Whitney, who died from over-exertion in a tennis 
game, was appraised for New York State inheritance tax purposes at 
$168,000,000, the largest on record. This was before the stock market 
crash melted away security values. John Hay Whitney, known to 
friends as ‘Jock,’ has dabbled in the show business on one or two pre- 
vious occasions. He was reputed to have furnished the sugar for Peter 
Arno’s flop musical show of last season. His mother, Mrs. Payne Whit- 
ney, owns the Greentree Stable. 

The founder of the Whitney fortune was William Collins Whitney, 
grandfather of John H. and Cornelius V., who held large interests in 
New York City transit lines as well as in many other enterprises. 





‘When Ladies Meet’ at the Royale, New York, experimented with the 
early evening performance idea, the theory being that by ringing up the 
curtain at 7:15 one night during the week, commuter attendance would 
be boosted. Early show was given Thursday last with attendant spe- 
cial publicity but the success of the plan is in doubt. 

Attendance was capacity in the balcony, but lower floor trade was dis- 
appointing, indicating the draw was mostly from picture house patrons. 
‘Ladies’ will continue with Tuesday’s early performance, however, to 
thoroughly try out its practicability. It is believed that if several addi- 
tional shows would follow suit the plan would work out successfully. 





There is but one show on Broadway ‘under control’ at the Postal Tele- 
graph-Leblang agency. It is ‘Design for Living’ at the Barrymore. Bal- 
cony tickets are also safeguarded, it being the first time for the upstairs 
to be controlled. 

The late Joe Leblang devised the control system, designed to prevent 
tickets for smashes from falling into the hands of gyps. A numbered 
slip in a sealed envelope is given the customers, not the actual tickets. 
When the slips are presented at the theatre shortly before curtain time 
they are then exchanged for the tickets. Switch is made after the cus- 
tomer enters the theatre proper, 





Alex A. Aarons was abed five weeks suffering with a stone in his kid- 
ney. There was no operation and the affliction in combination with 
high blood pressure brought about a nervous collapse which for a time 
affected his left side. 

His condition has improved, but he has gone far out on Long Island 
for a complete rest.. Aarons was taken ill while ‘Pardon My English’ 
was trying out in Boston. His partner, Vinton Freedley, will be in full 
charge during Aarons’ convalescence, 





Attitude of the house staff at the Barrymore, where ‘Design for Liv- 
ing’ holds forth is that Noel Coward is the unofficial major star and 
that the demand would drop out of the show if he bowed out, despite 
the co-stellar presence of Lunt an@Fontanne. The femme inquiries 
concerning where that dressing gown Coward wears in the play could 
be bought and kindred interest in anything pertaining to Coward, but 
not the others, is evidence of the British playwright-actor’s dominance 
in public interest, they think. 





‘Forsaking All Others’ which brings Tallulah Bankhead back to Broad- 
way from Hollywood, is being bankrolled by the star. Arch Selwyn is 
presenting the show and acting in a managerial capacity. Show is in 
Boston this week and opens at the Times Square, New York, next week. 

Last week in Baltimore Douglas Gillmore was summarily dismissed 
for cause. Matter was reported to Equity but no formal charges have 
been filed as yet. An understudy went into the part. 





Lenore Ulric hit page one in the New York papers last week when 
the Internal Reveue Department rejected her application for a rebate on 
income tax. Star contended she forgot to charge off a considerable sum 
claimed to have been expended in entertaining dramatic critics. 

After the story appeared Miss Ulric phoned the reviewers to say the 
yarn was incorrect. Did not seem to worry them whether or not, 





Edna and Edward P. Riley, who playwrighted ‘Before Morning’ at the 
Ritz, New York, collaborated in a number of short stories published in 
magazines. 

Melodrama, ‘Morning,’ is their initial stage effort. 
short story which the Rileys called ‘Dawn.’ 


Play is based on a 





Stage version of ‘Diamond Lil’, which ran at the Royale, New York, 
Was produced by Jack Linder, not the Shuberts. Latter took over the 
show for the road. Play was based on Mark Lincer’s script, ‘Chatham 
Square’, which was revised by Mae West and Greta Willard. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Lupe Velez, Jimmy Durante, Hope 
Williams, Hal LeRoy, Roy Atwell, 
Eddie Garr, George Dewey Wash- 
ington, Johnny Downs, Harrison 
and Fisher, Carolyn Nolte, Milton 





Duffy Lines Up Two 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Henry Duffy has purchased coast 
rights to Elmer Rice’s ‘Counsellor at 
Law’ and ‘Criminal at Large,’ by 
Edgar Wallace. No date for their eran 


Gracie Barrie, 


| Father’ folded in Baltimore. 


set-in at the El Capitan so far. 

Duffy leaves for New York in 
three weeks to line up plays for his 
summer season here. 





Watson, 
Dare, Blanche Collins, Aber Twins, 
Otto Malde, Wilma Cox, Frank 
Conlan and Barbara MacDonald, 


i‘Strike Me Pink’ (complete). 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘A Trip to Pressburg’ (Shu- 
berts), 46th Street. 





‘The Bride Retires’ (Edgar 
Mason), Selwyn. 
‘Saturday Night’ (W. A. 


Brady), Playhouse. 

‘Lone Valley’ (Sophie Tread 
well), Morosco. 

‘The Lady Refuses’ (Charles 
E. Blaney), Longacre. 

‘Our Wife’ (Halle and 
Brotherton), Selwyn lobby. 

‘Strike Me Pink’ (Brown and 
Henderson), Lyric and Bijou. 

‘American Dream’ (Theatre 
Guild), Guild. 

‘Hangman’s Whip’ 
Brady, Jr.), St. James. 

‘East River Romance’ 
Inches), Mansfield. 


WEATHER SOCKS 
CHICAGO LEGITS 


, Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Grosses tumbled with the mer- 
cury. Blizzard may or may not 
have spoiled the run possibilities of 
‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ which was ex- 


pected to stay longer at the Apollo. 
Anyhow, it’s one more week and 
then Kansas City. House gets a 
Metro roadshowing of ‘Rasputin.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Blossom Time’ Grand (O-1,207; 
$2.20) (2d, final week). Hardly $5,- 
000. ‘Student Prince’ comes in for 
a fortnight. Exhausting the Shu- 
bert list of revivals. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ Apollo (M- 
1,500; $2.20) (8th week). First half 
of week sloughed by worst blizzard 
of winter. Maybe $13,500 on week. 
Goes out next Saturday (18). 

‘Dixie On Parade’ Garrick (R- 
1,276; $2.20) (3rd week). Show re- 
ported much improved since first 
week. Subtract subzero weather 
from cutrates for estimated $5,000. 

‘Family Upstairs’ Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (8th week). Around $3,400. 

‘Desert Song’ Civic (O0-3,800; 
$1.65). Weather a sock here, too. 
Low scale stock operetta around 
$5,000. 


BRIDAL, $5,100; 
L. A. RUN OKE 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 


‘Bridal Wise,’ only legit attrac- 
tion in town, folded at the El Capi- 
tan Saturday night (11), to $5,100 
on the week. Three-week run gave 
Henry Duffy a fair profit after the 
nut was covered on the San Fran- 
cisco dates. Lilyan Tashman in 
‘Grounds for Divorce’ opened Sun- 
day matinee (12), to the strongest 
advance the house had had in sev- 
eral years with the picture colony 
out in full force for the evening 
performance. First week is near 
capacity with the Tashman ward- 
robe getting the credit. 

‘Another Language,’ road com- 
pany, opened at the Belasco to- 
night (Mon.) to a fair advance. 
Piece is in for two weeks only. 


STANWYCK-FAY ‘TALES’ 
DOES FRISCO $15,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 13. 

Belasco & Curran have entire 
local field to themselves with two 
shows, newest of which is ‘When 
Ladies Meet,’ opening at Geary to- 
night (13). 

Other is ‘Tattle Tales’ in its third 
stanza at the Curran. Frank Fay- 
Barbara Stanwyck revue has been 
doing quite well, second week grab- 
bing around $15,000, most of it bal- 
cony money. 

Lilyan Tashman bowed out of 
Duffy’s Alcazar after three weeks 
in ‘Grounds for Divorce,’ last one 
being a surprise holdover. Take 
was around $4,500. House dark un- 
til Feb. 24 when Pauline Frederick 
opens in ‘Criminal at Large.’ 

Erlanger’s Columbia, too, 
up, getting ‘Louder Please’ 
Pasadena Playhouse on Feb. 20. 
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Cartoon Revival Test 
Ends as ‘Father’ Folds 


revive cartoon 
‘Bringing Up 
It was 
out two weeks under the manage- 
ment of Edward Hutchinson, 
‘Father’ was originally one of Gus 
Hill’s collection of comic strip pop 
priced shows. } 


to 
when 


An attempt 
shows flivved 





‘Worst Storm in Four Years Dents 


Bway Grosses for $1,000 Average 





Violent temperature changes and |!last week’s going, but approximated 


inclement weather affected almost 
every legit theatre on Broadway 
last week and it was estimated that 
the cost to the box offices was 
around $50,000—the average drop in 
gross was upward of $1,000 and 
some shows got $2,000 less. 

Rain on Tuesday and Wednesday 
nights was followed by intense cold 
which sent the thermometer to five 
degrees Thursday. Early that eve- 
ning three news commentators ad- 
vised listeners on the radio not to 
venture out, a blizzard being on its 
way from Chicago. The storm was 
side-tracked, but late Friday night 
an eight inch snow storm, the 
heaviest in four years here, dented 
the normally good Saturday matinee 
and night trade. 

Only shows not affected were 
those with advance ticket sales and 
very few attractions have been able 
to command that this season, With 
the agencies having most of ‘Design 
For Living’ tickets, the specs had 
the worry of distributing them, not 
the house and the show again 
bettered $29,000. ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
now runner-up among the dramas 
eased off to $20,000. Among the 
musicals ‘Take a Chance’ got about 
$23,000 and ‘Music in the Air’ $20,- 
000 all others being down, though 
supported by cut rate deals. 

Only one new production opened 
last week, ‘Before Morning’ at the 
Ritz. It drew rather good notices, 
with only one real panning. Busi- 
ness chances doubtful after a mid- 
week start. Other openings carded 
were postponed until this week. 

‘Evensong’ was a quick failure and 
was taken off after two weeks at 
the Selwyn. Definitely closing this 
week is ‘Another Language,’ Booth. 
Among the doubtful shows is ‘We 
the People’ which, despite the un- 
usual attention given it in the 
papers, slipped instead of improv- 
ing at the Empire. 

‘Strike Me Pink’ has been booked 
into the Majestic which means that 
‘Pardon My English’ will either 
move or close, ‘Walk a Little 
Faster’ will be supplanted by ‘Hang- 
man’s Whip’ at the St. James and 
is due to move to the Selwyn next 
week, when ‘Alien Corn’ comes to 
the Belasco and ‘American Dream’ 
debuts at the Guild. ‘Biography’ 
moves from the latter house to the 
Avon. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Alice in Wonderland,’ New Am- 
sterdam (3d week) (C-1,702-$2.20). 
While nearly all shows eased off 
last week, went to $12,500; theatre 
party and matinee strength the rea- 
son. 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ Morosco (14th 
week) (CD-893-$3.30). Making small 
profit at modest grosses; last week 
slipped around $6,000. 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (43d 
week) (C-708-$1.65). Final week; 
announced to leave several times; 
around $5,000; goes on tour. 

‘Before Morning,’ Ritz (2d week) 
(D-945-$2.20). Opened middle of 
last week drawing fairly good 


notices; some question over busi- 
ness chances. 
‘Biography,’ Guild (10th week) 


(C-914-$3.30). Winner for the Guild 
should go well into spring; approxi- 
mated $13,000 last week which is 
real coin this season; moves to 
Avon next week; ‘American Dream’ 
to follow here, 

‘Criminal at Large,’ 48th St. (19th 


week) (D-893-$3.30). Leaving for 
the road and should do well; busi- 
ness approximated $5,000; good 
enough. 


‘Conquest,’ Plymouth (list week) 
(C-1,040-$3.30). Presented by 
Arthur Hopkins, who also is its au- 
thor; due to open Saturday (18). 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Fulton (17th 
week) (D-913-$3.30). Geared to turn 
profit at small grosses; business 
figured $4,000 or less, but enough. 

‘Design for Living,’ Barrymore 
(4th week) (CD-1,090-$4.40). No 
difference in new dramatic smash 
except standees; business last week 
again over $29,000. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Music Box (17th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Affected for 
first time; gross around $20,000, but 


that is plenty big for dramatic “BABE” RUTH 
smash, \ WILL ROGERS 
‘Evensong,’ Selwyn. Withdrawn ' “CHIC” SALE 


Saturday after playing one day less | 


get | 


than two weeks; house may 
‘Walk a Little Faster.’ 


$8,000. 

‘Honeymoon,’ Vanderbilt (9th 
week) (C-771-$2.20). One of group 
of low gross shows getting by some- 
how; figured $3,000 or under. 

‘Late Christopher Bean,’ 
(16th week) (C-946-$3.30). Three 
matinees helping considerably; got 
around $9,000 last week and okay. 

‘Melody,’ Casino (ist week) (O- 
2,000-$3.30). Presented by George 
White; his first operetta presenta- 
tion; well reported from road; opens 
tonight with large lower floor ca- 
pacity reduced. 

‘Music in the Air,’ Alvin (15th 
week) (C-1,397-$3.30). Popular op- 
eretta doing well under reduced 
ticket scale; claimed to have bet- 
tered previous week slightly; around 
$20,000. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ Little 
(Ist week) (D-530-$3.30). Postponed 


Miller 


from last week; slated to open 
Wednesday (15). 
‘Pardon My English,’ Majestic 


(5th week) (M-1,700-$3.30). Dropped 
last week to about $16,000; may be 
moved to another house ‘Strike Me 
Pink’ booked in. 

‘Pigeons and People,’ Lyceum (5th 
week) (C-957-$2.20). George M. 
Cohan’s show drawing attention 
and moderate trade; around $5,000 
in seven times (no mid-week mati- 
nee). 

‘Sophistocrats,’ Bijou (1st week) 
(C-608-$3.30). Presented independ- 
ently (Shepard Traube); written by 


Kenneth Phillips Britton; first 
called ‘The Sophisticrats’; opened 
Monday. 

‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (12th 


week) (M-1,270-$4.40). Topping the 
musicals, but trade not what it 
should be; estimated around $23,000 
last week. 

‘Twentieth Century,’ Broadhurst 
(8th week) (C-1,118-$3.30). Defi- 
nitely among the_ season’s hits; 
laugh show somewhat affected last 
week, but very good at $13,500. 

‘Walk a Little Faster,’ St. James 
(8th week) (R-1,520-$2.75). Cut 
rates helped out last week when re- 
vue grossed around $15,000; due to 
move after this week; ‘Hangman’s 
Whip’ slated for next week. 

‘We, the People,’ Empire (4th 
week) (CD-1,099-$3.30). Plenty of 
talk about propaganda drama, but 
business mostly upstairs; gross of 
$5,000 not profitable. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (20th 
week) (C-1,118-$2.20). Estimated 
around $9,000 last week; off from 
previous pace, but still profitable. 

Other Attractions 

‘Face the Music,” 44th Street; re- 
peal dated being cut rated. 

‘Black Diamond,’ Provincetown; 
written by Stanley Kimmel; anoth- 
er Village try opens Friday (17). 

Shakepeare Theatre (Jolson)s)? 
Shakespearean revivals. 

Italian Marionettes (Piccoli), 
Cohan, 

‘The Monster,’ Waldorf; revival. 

‘As Husband Go,’ Forrest; re- 
vival. 

‘The Show-Off,’?’ Hudson; revival. 





Hayes, Howard in Barry Play 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Helen Hayes and Leslie Howard 
have been set by Philip Barry for 
his new, untitled play. 
It will open in New York late in 
March. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


‘Alien Corn,’ Ray Henderson 
ahead; Stanley Gilkey, back. 
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‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (22d) 
week) (R-1,446-$2.20). Dipped un- 
der $12,000 for first time; revue | 
protected by cut rate deal and /' 
showed some profit. 

‘Four  o’Clock,’ siltmore (1st 
week) (D-924-$3.30). First slated 
for Elliott; postponed from last 
week; opened Monday. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Shubert (12th 
|}week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Held up bet- 
ter than the other moderate money 
musicals with the gross topping | 
$13,000 last week. 

‘Goodbye Again,’ Masque (8th 
week) (C-700-$3.30). Sponsors quité 
satisfied with business; dipped in| 


There Must Be a Rea- 
son If Such Prominent 
People Carry Annuities: 


JACK DEMPSEY 
W. C. FIELDS 
WILLIE HOWARD 
JOHN CHARLES THOMAS 
BILLY JONES and 
ERNIE HARE 
HAROLD LLOYD 
J. HAROLD MURRAY 


\ VIVIENNE SEGAL 
dg NED WAYBURN 
BERT WHEELER 


It would pay you to consult us 
before buying new Life Insur- 
ance or Annuities. 


JOHN J. 


EMP 


551 Fifth Av., New York City 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 
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Free Throwaways on Coast 

Los Angeles dailies are meeting 
keen competition in advertising 
from a number of strictly throw- 
away advertising papers, which are 
mostly published by former news- 
papermen, thrown out of employ- 
ment in recent mergers. City has 
at least 20 of these free papers, with 
every residential district having its 
own for merchants in that territory, 
plus three downtown sheets, cir- 
culated widely. One of the publica- 

fons runs a weekly circulation of 
$00,000. Others range from 20,000 
to 150,000. 

No other community, it is said, 
is so overrun with this type of free 
paper as is Los Angeles. Their ef- 
fect on the dailies has been tre- 
mendous, with the ad costs so far 
below the regular space rates. Reg- 
ularity of the deliveries has been a 
point in their favor, with house- 
wives looking for these papers for 
the ads in preference to the regu- 
lar sheets. One of the throwaways 
4s particularly helpful to theatres, 
running a page of programs cCover- 
ing every house in the metropolitan 
area once a week. 

Among the former newspapermen 
running these adv _ sheets are 
Charles Powell, formerly classified 
ad manager of the L. A. ‘Express’; 
Wilfred Beebe, former general man- 
ager of the Hollywood ‘News’; Don 
Long, formerly managing editor of 
the same paper, and R. E. Seiler, at 
one time in charge of classified ad- 
vertising on all coast Hearst papers, 
and later with the L. A. “Times.’ 

W. B. Paris, a former L. A. ‘Ex- 
press’ ad man, started one of the 
throwaways in Fresno a {few 
months ago, and is now launching 
another in Stockton. 





Jones’ Surprise Acceptance 

After 15 years of scenario writ- 
ing on the coast, Grover Jones sold 
his first magazine story last week 
to ‘Colliers,’ receiving $500 for the 
yarn. Jones, writing magazine stuff 
for the past 10 years, has destroyed 
everything he has written. The 
‘Collier* tale was an experience of 
Jones, when he worked in the coal 
mines. After completing the story, 
he gave it to his partner, William 
Slavins McNutt, to read. McNutt 
said the story was terrible and 
asked permission to rewrite it. In- 
stead, McNutt sent it on to the mag, 
which accepted it. First Jones 
knew of what happened was when 
he received the acceptance slip and 
the check. 





Why Eds Go Crazy 

‘Delineator’ magazine is having 
its hands full these days with a 
certain famous author who has gone 
high society. Signed up for a serial, 
but getting the installments from 
her is like pulling the teeth from 
the mouth of the man in the moon. 

From installment to installment, 
the characters keep changing their 
names, and the grandmother who 
died in the first chapter suddenly 
came to life in the fourth. 

Fan letters are pouring in pro- 
tests and a ghost writer has been 
assigned to a closet. 





-Shy Publishers 

It’s not enough when you have 
genius. These days you've got to 
wear boxing gloves as well. Pub- 
lishers, waiting for better times to 
break, are holding up publication as 
never before. Books set into type 
two years ago are still in type. 
Promises of spring publication are 
held over until fall and from fall to 
winter, with author having no 
come-back clause in his contract. 
Tough for the writing wretch with- 
out a private income or a working 
wife. 





Newspaper People Invited 

Warner Bros. may send some of 
its own people to Hollywood for re- 
turn on the ‘42nd Street’ special 
train under hookup with General 
Electric. One of two New York 
newspaper or fan writers may also 
go out. 

Eileen Creelman, m.p. editor of 
‘Sun,’ left Friday (10) to return on 
the train, but with her expenses 
paid by the ‘Sun.’ 

Two coast fan writers, now in 
Hollywood, are expected to also 
make the trip. 





It’s the Depresh 

One of the mag. distributors, 
puzzled why certain neighborhood 
news dealers made few if any mag 
sales over extended periods, inves- 
tigated and uncovered a gyp prac- 
tice on the parts of the dealers. 
Scheme has proved as profitable to 
the dealers as it has been costly to 
the distributors and publishers. 

Gyp practice of these dealers has 
been to ‘rent’ out mags for half the 
sales price. At the end of the month, 


the newsdealer would return the 


mag to the distributor as unsold 
and therefore credited with the full 
amount under his return privilege. 
Thus the dealers would get many 
times the mag’s profit, than if sold, 
and at no cost. 

To curb the practice, the distribu- 
tor advocates a seal on every copy 
of a mag placed on sale, with no 
returns of mags with their seals 
broken. Publishers may have to 
adopt it as a protective measure. 





Reprint Mag 
William Levine, the mag pub- 
lisher, who is also Will Levinrew, 
the mag editor and scribbler, re- 





turning to the publishing field with 
a new monthly, ‘Great Detective 
Stories.’ 

Not a chance for the contempo- 
rary detective-story scribblers to 
land, however, as Levine or Levin- 
rew is using only reprint stuff. In 
a single issue, for instance, will be 
carried Edgar Wallace, Sax Roh- 
mer, G. K. Chesterton, Dorothy 
Sayers, May Edginton, E. W. Hor- 
nung and Reginald Wright Kauff- 
man. A collection of new material 
from such an aggregation would 
ordinarily cost a staggering sum. 
Reprint rights can be had for but- 
tons, and those names do se'l mags. 
Levine's last publishing effort was 
‘Man Story Magazine.’ It did a 
brodie. 





Bonfils’ Will 
Will of the late Frederick G. Bon- 
fils makes no provision for the con- 
tinuance of the estate in the ‘Post,’ 
which may or may not be sold to 
other interests as his executors may 
decide. Annuities of about $250,000 
are devised and about $100,000 dis- 
posed of in direct bequests to rela- 
tives. Estate will pass to the Bon- 
fils Medical and Educational Found- 
ation when the yearly payments 
stop, which it is anticipated will 
not be for 50 years. : 
Not even an approximation of the 
estate has been made yet. In 1928 
Bonfils testified that the erection 
of the foundation had reduced his 
personal fortune to $100,000. 





Wants the Breaks 
Adolf Hitler’s desire to brook 
journalistic favoritism with the 
foreign press, particularly British 
and American, has been commented 
upon by German newspapermen. 
They haven't a fraction of the en- 
tree for interviews with Hitler as 
the foreign correspondents. 
This has been evidenced time and 
again where friendly native German 
and British or American journalists 
have almost simultaneously tele- 
phoned Hitler’s secretaries for ap- 
pointments, with the foreign press 
favored in short order for any sort 
of interviews desired. 





Lansinger’s Plan 
Deal brewing between a New 
York group and J. M. Lansinger, the 
Chicago publisher, by which Lan- 
Ssinger’s ‘Real Detective Magazine’ 
may pass to the hands of the others. 
Follows the report that Lansinger 
would relinquish his ‘College 
Humor,’ but that mag not men- 
tioned in the present negotiations, 
Made known recently by Lan- 
singer that he would shortly get 
out a new mag, ‘Real America,’ un- 
der the editorship of Edwin Baird. 
Unlikely then that Baird, who's 
been editing ‘Real Detective’ for 
years, would come East with that 
mag should Lansinger transfer it to 
others. 
Same group which is negotiating 
for ‘Real Detective’ has on tap a 
mag to be called ‘The Collegiate 
Reporter,’ and understood to be in 
the ‘College Humor’ manner. Noth- 
ing definite for ‘The Collegiate Re- 
porter’ as yet, pending the disposi- 
tion of the ‘Real Detective Maga- 
zine’ matter. 





Three Months’ Vet 

After but two issues, ‘The New 
Viewpoint’ has had an _ editorial 
shake-up already. Third issue, 
which comes out around Feb. 20, 
will be the work of Julius R. Young, 
as executive editor, and Leonard F. 
Winston, managing editor. Also in 
a new make-up. 

‘The New Viewpoint,’ another one 
of those mags for serious-thinking 
youngsters, with its aim the inter- 
pretation of the contemporary 
scene. With its third issue it will 
be a veteran mag of its type. 





Invited to Buy 

Bernard Shaw, whom these Amer- 
ican shores will soon see in person 
on the lecture platform, has a brand 
of new gag up his celluloid cuff. 
Admittance to lectures by personal 
invitations only. Bernard has just 
finished a satirical novel with the 
generous title of ‘The Adventures of 
the Black Girl in Search of Her God.’ 
The sly woodcuts are by John Far- 





leigh. 


Guilds and Guilds 

Smooth paper writers have their 
Authors’ League of America and the 
pulps have their American Fiction 
Guild and Junior Fiction Guild, of 
which former Arthur Burks is the 
president. Authors’ League dues 
are $25 per annum; A.F.G.’s $10 and 
the Jr. F. G. $5, the latter organiza- 
tions, through Attorney John J. 
Wildberg, establishing an emergency 
fund to discount notes, etc., so often 
given out by the pulps in payment 
for Ms. Wildberg, as counsel for 
both Fiction Guilds, is also setting 
up a fair and unfair list of chiseling 
author’s agents and brokers, and 
publishers who don't meet their 
documentary obligations for Mss. 
accepted. The pulps’ practice of 
giving three to six-month notes in 
payment of material has often en- 
tailed legal procedure to collect. 
The Junior Guild will be particu- 





larly nurtured to steer its novitiate 
members clear of any machinating 
script brokers why» take advantage 
of budding genius by exorbitant 
typing, editing and other ‘service’ 
charges in handling . Mss. 





Lawrence Abbott Passes 
Lawrence Abbott died at his 
home in New York last week in his 
73rd year. He was connected with 
the ‘Outlook’ in its long period of 
prosperity, acting as editor between 
1893 and 1923, resigning the active 
management at that time to take 
the post of contributing editor 
which had been established for 
Theodore Roosevelt. 





Pienty of Dust 

Metro's defense to injunction and 
damage suit by Will Jenkins, whose 
nom-de-plume is Murray Leinster, 
over ‘Red Dust,’ is that two English 
books and other stories have been 
similarly titled, hence the Metro 
film of that name didn’t specifically 
infringe on Leinster’s story in ‘Ar- 
gosy’ of some years back, and more 
recently reprinted in ‘Amazing 
Stories.’ 

Metro also proceeds on the propo- 
sition of not being able to protect 
a title through the established rul- 
ing that none can copyright the 
English language. John J. Wildberg, 
for Leinster (or Jenkins) is suing in 
the New York Supreme Court and 
not the Federal Court, as it’s not a 
copyright infringement matter but 
at common law on grounds of un- 
fair competition. 





Hollywood’s New Chatter Sheet 
‘Boulevard Spy,’ an eight page 
weekly devoted to Hollywood boule- 
vard gossip, has made its appear- 
ance in the film colony under the 
editorship of John W. Reynolds. 
Devoted to chatter of minor impor- 
tance, it is making a play for those 
people in the industry who do not 
rate the chatter columns of the 
dailies. 





Near the Top 
In his ‘Mother Sea’ (Claud Ken- 
dall), Felix Riesenberg has written 
a marine romance of the shift from 
sails to steam, back in the ‘90's. It 
may not attain a rank with the top 
six, but it should get major atten- 
tion from readers, for it is interest- 
ing. Done in the style of Theo 
Drieser, with elaboration of detail 
to gain the desired effect. 





Kidding the Kidnaps 
Justine Mansfield did a fine job in 
‘True Tales of Kidnaping.’ Under- 
world kidnapings, gypsy kidnapings, 
from the Charlie Ross case to the 
Lindbergh tragedy, Justine has col- 
lected them all. She’s another 
marathon writer. From research to 
book counter in 30 days. 





Merry-Go-Round Follow-Up 

Aftermath of Washington Merry- 
Go-Round and ‘Brevities’ (now ex- 
tinct) takes the form of a new 
weekly in the capital, ‘Washing- 
tonia.’ 

Goes in for hi-hat humor and in- 
side stuff on official and social life. 
Run by Duncan Hazel, ‘Post’ ex- 
reporter, and using most of unem- 
ployed newspapermen around town, 
including best part of old ‘Brevities’ 
staff. 





Jerry Lane’s ‘Voice of Film’ 

Geraldine Lane, former coast 
press agent, writing in film mag- 
azine under the name of ‘Jerry 
Lane,’ has hit the ‘Satevepost’ with 
an article ‘Voice of the Films.’ It 
will be published in about four 
weeks, 





Publisher Adamant 
Despite pressure from Paramount 
to obtain an advance look at the 
galleys of ‘Transatlantic Wife,’ the 
Macauley Publishing Co. is holding 
on to the material until it can be 
shown to all studios. 





at the new novel by Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce, figuring that it may be suit- 
able for a picture with her. Miss 
Joyce is now doing ‘International 
House’ for Par, which has an op- 
tion for a second picture, for which 
it is ogling ‘Transatlantic Wife.’ 





Book On Father Coughlin 

Ruth Mugeglebee, Boston news- 
paper woman, steps forward as 
an author. Her maiden volume is 
‘Father Coughlin of the Shrine of 
the Little Flower,’ an appreciative 
study of ‘the radio priest,’ his life, 
his work and his message. 

The book is the result of the im- 
pression made upon the news- 
paper woman by a man she went 
to interview for the Boston ‘Amer- 
ican.’ 

Former Governor Alfred E. Smith 
thought so much of the volume that 
he wrote the foreword. Professor 
Robert E. Rogers, of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, 
wrote the introduction. 

Miss Mugglebee is 29. For three 
years she has been instructor in 
journalism for the Massachusetts 
Division of University Extension. 
She is a reporter for the Boston 
‘Evening American’ and ‘Sunday 
Advertiser.’ 





L. A. ‘Times’ Drops Cline 
William Hamilton Cline, for many 
years press agent for the old Or- 
pheum in Los Angeles, and more 
recently editorial writer on the L. 
A. ‘Times,’ has received the ax 
along with others in that daily’s 
drastic pay roll cut. 





164 Weeks of It 

‘Time’ will shortly announce that 
the 164th week of the Big Lull has 
past and that for this period it has 
tacked on a circulation increase 
averaging 1,000 a week. 

It brings this weekly’s current 
run to around 430,000. 





Goes Boom! 
Petitions in bankruptcy have been 
filed against the White Plains Daily 
Corporation, publishers of the ‘Daily 
Press.’ Claims are for less than 
$1,000, but others are expected fol- 
lowing this action. 





Another 10% Slash 
All employees of the Los Angeles 
‘Examiner’ took a cut of 10% last 
week. That makes a total of 35% 
salary slice the Hearst paper's per- 
sonnel has taken in the past three 
months, 





5th Cut 
‘Pictorial Review’ cut the salaries 
of its staff for a fifth time last week. 





Chatter 


The ‘Saturday Evening Post’ has 
gone haywire highbrow with a high- 
tone literary column conducted by 
Donald Gordon, 


Helen Eliot has written ‘She 
Would and She Wouldn't,’ a story 
about a girl who decided to do just 
that very thing. Viking is publish- 
ing. e 
Philip Guedella, author and es- 
sayist, is here from England on a 
lecture tour. The minute he's fin- 
ished speeching, he goes to Mexico 
to do a little listening around for 
his next opus. 


Award for the best book designs 
for 1932 goes to Aaron Sussman of 
Claude Kendall, Inc. 


The mother of our new president- 
to-be has dictated the story of his 
life in ‘My Boy Franklin,’ It will be 
on the book stands early in March. 


Doubleday-Doran is publishing 
the Ben Hecht-Charles McArthur 
play, ‘20th Century.’ 


Helen Dougherty won the ‘True 
Confession’ magazine prize of $2,500 
for the second time. She worked 
for it. 


Theodore Dreiser engaged a sec- 
retary to write his letters. He was 
so good that he engaged a secretary 
for his secretary. 


Magazine editors say that the in- 
crease in postage rates has caused 
a 50% decrease in mms, submit- 
tances. 


Magazine soliciting subscription 
by high-pressure telephone talk. Six 
calls before they give you up for 
dead. 


Grace Hegger Lewis, Sinclair 
Lewis’ ex, and also a scribbler, mar- 
ried. 

Despite what he's said about Hit- 
ler over here, Lion Feuchtwanger 
will go back to Germany. 


Gilbert Seldes vacationing in Ber- 
muda, 


————_—— 


out, Sheila MacDonald's ‘Sally in 
Rhodesia’ is to be republished al. 
ready. 

As with most of the poets, Babette 
Deutsch has turned novelist, too. 


Next of the Authors’ League Fund 
teas will be at the Everett Dean 
Martins on Sunday. Elmer Davia, 
Alice Duer Miller and Mildrea Dill. 
ing will be guests of honor. 


George Macy off for Russia and 
other points. 


Harry Block, the Covici, Friede 
editorial chief, back from Mexico. 


Elias Tobenkin got the dope for 
his ‘Stalin’s Ladder’ as Russian core 
respondent for the ‘Herald Tribune,’ 


Tom Gerson, between chapters on 
that new novel, is editing the ‘Tea. 
neck Forum.’ 

Biocracy may follow technocracy 
as a popular book subject. 

John Strachey coming over. 

Hobart Rogers thinks Majorca the 
bunk. 

Frank Scully and George Antheij 
collabing on song, ‘Fun In Bea! 
based on Scully's book, which will 
come all the way from Nice to Mills 
Music, Inc. Tin Pan Alley, U.S.A, 
for publication. 

George W. Franklin, widely 
known Troy newspaperman, who for 
a number of years was publicity 
director of the Republican State 
committee and who once served as 
deputy superintendent of State 
Prison, had a net estate of $16,291.76 
at the time of his death last Au- 
gust, according to an inheritance 
tax report filed in Surrogate’s 
court, Troy. 

Paul Jordan Smith has been ap- 
pointed book editor of the L. A. 
‘Times.’ His criticisms are pub- 
lished every Sunday in the ‘Books 
and Their Makers’ column. 

* Meredith Nicholson, the novelist, 
is a close friend of Indiana's new 
Governor, Paul V. McNutt, a former 
national commander of the Ameri- 
can Legion. 

Floyd Gibbons, on the coast to 
write a series of articles on the Pa- 
cific fleet for—‘Cosmopolitan,’ will 
try to interest film producers in his 
‘Red Knight of Germany’ during 
his stay there. 





Coin Rush Fatal 





(Continued from page 1) 
almost at any price. They know 
that the visualizing of themselves 
in canned form will ruin their 
chances for personal appearances 
later on. One band was ribbed 
about this, but in refutation brags 
of a one-nighter at a $1,500 guaran- 
tee against 50% of the gross, in 
which the combo came away with 
$3,500 on the date. The bandman 
avers that this couldn't have been 
done had film shorts of his outfit 
preceded him. He had the air and 
his records as serviceable advance 
builders. 

In contrast there is Eddie Can- 
tor’s big vaude roadshow on top of 
consistent radio broadcasting, and 
probably trailing right in on the 
heels of his picture ‘Kid From 
Spain.’ Element of Cantor's ‘Kid,’ a 
full-length feature, seems so good 
that it has whetted instead of jaded 
public interest in him and may be 
one factor that proves a counter- 
argument in the film angle. 


Once Around 


No question that the radio build- 
up is swell for a once-around,. After 
that the radio act has become a 
long shot gamble for theatres and 
a drug on the market. There are 
instances galore on this score. 
Hence, those entertainers pausing 
to look about them observe that all 
their fellow performers are pan- 
icky. With stage channels mini- 
mized and mcnopolized principally, 
at fabulous figures, by radio-famous 
acts, all the artists are groping for 
a look-in on this bonanza. 

Radio talent buyers and adver- 
tisers aver that talent which for- 
merly ritzed their stage booking 
agents are now willing to cut up 
10, 20, and even 30% in commissions 
to as many agents who will expe- 
dite a look-in for them on a radio 
commercial. Some performers have 
two and three people offering them 
around, at varying prices, and the 
result has been one of much dis- 
gust from the buying end because 
of this multiple representation. 
Not forgetting that for the stage 
artist radio is a dream they never 
thought could come true—big money 
for a minimum amount of work, no 
traveling, and that publicity. 





Reserved Seats at 10-20 
Clinton, Iowa, Feb. 13. 


Schaffner players, stock, playing 
indef at the Clinton theatre bal- 
cony 10 and lower floor 20 with 








Paramount is anxious for a look | 


A year since i originally came 


seats reserved, 
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MUSIC TRADES BAD SHAPE 








Inside Stuff—Music 


In giving CBS carte blanche about inviting any one it wanted to the 
party he threw at the Essex House last Tuesday (7) night, Fred Waring, 
however, stipulated that music publishers were not to be included among 
the invitees. Reason for the attitude was that while he played theatre 
dates the music men paid little attention to him, but now that he has 
the Old Gold hour on the air they’re all too ready to flock around him. 

Waring also had a little difficulty with the New York musicians’ local. 
Union rated the affair as a regular dance function and figured that 
Waring ought to pay for a standby orchestra, but the band leader even- 
tually satisfied the loca] officials that the thing was merely an exploita- 
tion stunt and that his combo wasn’t doing ancther unit out of an 
engagement. 


Branch of show business apparently least affected by current economic 
conditions has been the concert field. Althougn the season now drawing 
to a close has not been the most profitable, concerts held their own far 
better than any other division of the entertainment business. Situation 
is attributed by impressarios to the fact that musical luminaries are in- 
dividual personalities in a period of over mass production in other 
branches, and because fans will do without necessities to hear good con- 
cert attractions. This has always been true in the past. 

That the majority of concert stars have been gambling on percentages, 
rather than demanding high guarantees, has been a life saver for the 
managers. Added to this is the low nut of a concert attraction. 





Publishers do little prolonged concentration on a new number nowa- 
days. Rarely is a tune nursed along over a sustained period. Radio, 
they say, has done away with this procedure. 

When the time comes to plug a new release the important spots are 
duly covered and a certain time allotted for the music counter feelers 
to make themselves noticeable. If the raction isn’t soon forthcoming, 
that ends the attention given it by the firm’s radio contacteers. Pub- 
lishers figure that if later on a call for the song pops up and possibilities 
reveal themselves, they can always go back to it. 





Indie publishers not associated with the ASCAP, and with songs au- 
thored by non-society members, are using the National Association of 
Broadcasters, and Oswald Schuette particularly, as a plugfest, because of 
the known strained relations between ASCAP and NAB. 

Schuette’s knowledge, or rather lack of knowledge of tin pan alley 
angles, makes him wide open for this use of his stations for plugging 
purposes. All Schuette apparently can think of is the idea of battling 
the established music pubs and songwriters, not realizing how necessary 
is their pop song material to the NAB stations. 


Al Jolson nearly stole the air Wednesday (8), opening date of his new 
film at Rivoli, N. Y. Numbers from the picture were spotted on as 
many as eight ether programs that day. In each instance the broad- 
casts specifically mentioned the Jolson opening with spotting of plugs 
arranged through Harms, publisher of the numbers 

Programs taking the Jolson tunes included Rise and Shine, Breakfast 
Club, Frank Martin’s orchestra, Royal Gelatine, Abe Lyman, Anson 
Weeks’ band, Eddie Duchin combo and Joe First Village Barn orchestra. 





As an indication of hinterland conception of the popular music indus- 
try, whether inspired by opposing interests or not, is the following edi- 
torial comment from the Peoria ‘Star,’ which has been widely reprinted: 

‘An authority estimates that Tin Pan Alley turns out 25,000 different 
popular songs a year. Different? Popular? Songs?’ 


FEIST, AS WITH HARMS, |NOTICE FOR ALL NBC music 
ABANDONS 16c¢ PRICE| Precautionary Pending Outcome of 


Union Negotiations 








Feist is remaining in the MDS, 
but as with Harms, likewise a mem- Every musician on the NBC pay- 
ber of the Music Dealers Service,|roll in the New York studios has 
is virtually abandoning the 16cj| been handed his notice effective as 
wholesale price. Feist is raising its| of March1. Move was described by 
sheets to 18 and 2¢C, and up to 24c]the network as a precautionary one 
wholesale, on the theory that cer-|in the event the present negotiations 
tain hits can’t sell more than a cer-|for a new contract blow up or in 
tain point and that the difference of | the event the union grants the re- 
two and four cents per copy in| vision of working hours and condi- 
favor of the publisher is necessary | tions asked by the chain. 
to keep them in business. 

The better grade of pop songs | Submitted to local No. 802 a proposi- 
almost compels a higher wholesale, | tion whereby the hours of all staff 
and relative retail, price because | musicians are extended all along the 
the author’s royalty is predicated | line with each of the scales staying 
on the standard of wholesaling. as is. 

Harms, since joining MDS, hasn’t Networks have been in a huddle 
had one 16c song. All issues are | With the union on the 1933 contract 
18c or over. Dealers can’t sell; since the end of December, 
these at 25c, but get 30 to 40c a Sree 
sheet accordingly, and it hasn't 
dented the turnover because this H [ d NBC 
brand of publication wouldn't go arms n uces to 
much beyond a certain figure, ac- 
cording to present day standards. 





German Re for Music Harms went to bat on ‘You're 
p Too Beautiful,’ one of Al Jolson’s 
selnienianinil songs from ‘Hallelujah, Im a 

Berlin, Feb. 6. Bum!’, with NBC and the chain’s 

Fred C. Fraenkel representing the| ban on the number is no more. 
Mills-Rockwell band and music in- | Net’s objection was a supposedly 
terests in Germany was recently hyper-sophistication of the _ lyric 


appointed on Irving Mills’ Euro-| context. Ruling had prevented Jol- | 
son from etherizing the number on | 


pean sojourn. 
Fraenkel will essay the unusual] his own Chevrolet broadcasts al- 

of trying to spot the Lawrence| though the other title song of the 

Music Co. and the Mills Music Co.’s | film is oke. 

tunes in German tonfilms, the first Lyric changes were promised. 

attempt of its kind. Numbers are by Rodgers and Hart 

and published by the songwriters’ 


Lou Nelson, from New York, is |}own firm, Rocart, with Harms as 





on the Coast representing Bibo- | selling agents. The sapolioed radio | 


Lange. He is headquartering in| edition will become the regular pub- 
Los Angeles. lication version 





NBC and Columbia jointly have | 7 
| $825,000 ERPI money, and a con- 


Lift Ban on ‘Beautiful’ 


WEEK Ao GAG. 


Leading Firms Obliged to 
Keep Up Costly Standard 


Can Last 





| SHAKING OUT DUE 





Analysis of the music publishing 
firms, of long and recent standing, 
discloses how scattered the busi- 
ness is, and how out of proportion 
some of the hookups and over- 
heads are, for the amount of rev- 
enue possible in a deflated field. 
All concur it’s become necessary 
to scale everything down, under the 
circumstances, and wait for im- 
proved national conditions to re- 
flect themselves in sheet music 
sales. For none disputes that music 
is essentially a luxury and its mar- 
ket has collapsed. 

With it all, certain firms like 
Feist, Berlin, Witmark, Shapiro- 
sernstein, Robbins, et al, are com- 
pelled to maintain certain stand- 
ards. Their personnel is veteran; 
executives are accustomed to cer- 
tain standards; and the prestige in 
the American Society of Composers, 
in order to maintain top ratings, re- 
quires certain investment in the 
business, ete. 

In view of this, the clasticity of 
the bankroll is an element which 
must figure in the ultimate survival. 
Shaking out of the others may 
prove an ultimate boon and boom 
to the business, 

Meantime, Feist’s, for example, 
turning out hit after hit, manages 
to hold its own despite the big 
| league overhead. Berlin’s with three 
top exec salaries to Irving Berlin, 
Saul Bornstein and Max Winslow 
hasn’t been making any too good 
headway. 

A firm like Harms, always hooked 
up modestly, isn’t complaining. E. 
B. Marks with its standard music 
and an occasional hit like the cur- 
rent ‘Play Fiddle, Play,’ is actually 
enjoying boom times, 

3obby Crawford has trimmed his 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson 
company way down, including the 
elimination of all three names of 
the firm as partners (the nut is 
down to around $15,000 a month 
now), but still has been losing 
plenty. 





Own Money Back 


Louis Bernstein has been putting 
back plenty of his own coin into 
Shapiro-Bernstein which too had 
made thousands upon thousands for 
its president until the last few 
years. 

Robbins draws on Metro and its 
reserve, losing $75,000 in 1932. Sam 
Fox goes along modestly and with 
a break on his major cut of the 





servative hookup, manages pretty 
well. Others are benefiting this 
week in the ERPI split. 

Of the Warner subsids, Witmarks 
is most ambitiously hooked up. It’s 
the important popular outlet and 
must feed hit after hit to the pub- 
ilic to get anywhere. So far it’s 
been oke. 

Famous, the Paramount subsid, in 
which Warner’ Bros. (through 
Harms) owns 60%, has likewise 
been conservative and making 
money as a result. The picture 
songs helped, particularly from the 


(Continued on page 55) 








Sues for Alimony 


San Francisco, Feb. 13. 
Divorced wife of Bill Moreing 
with Anson Weeks’ orchestra at 
Hotel St. Regis, New York, has 
' sued Moreing and Weeks for more 
than $1,000 back alimony, which the 
' former owes her, she says. 





| Charges are that maestro and his | 


| fiddler signed a joint note in which 
| they agreed to pay $34.69 a week. 
Moreing recently married Laura 
Doe, prominent and wealthy local 
society deb who went east with 


| 


nim. 


—Question How Many) 





| Radisson’s Name Bands 
Supplant Floor Shows 


Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 

Hotel Radisson, one of town’s two 
| leading hotels, will try the experi- 
| ment of name bands and a mini- 
mum charge of $1.25 per person for 
| week days and $1.75 for Saturdays, 
entitling guest to unlimited ginger 
ale, beer or other soft drinks. 

Ed Slight, who put on an elabo- 
rate floor show for the same estab- 
lishment several months ago, will 
do the bookings and is closing for 
Paul Specht for his opening attrac- 
tion. 

Hotel Lowry in St. Paul has been 
using name bunds with success the 
past several years. Costly floor 
shows flopped at the Radisson and 
the hotel recently has been using 
the ‘Ingenues,’ taking the girl band 
after it played a week at the Or- 
pheum here. 


Disk Income Now 
Short Cost of 
Orchestrations 


Music publishers say they can’t 
see a reason any longer to pay or- 
chestra leaders for special arrange- 
ments on phonograph recordings. 
It’s got so, aver the sheet purvey- 
ors, that the use of a tune on a disk 
has become a liability instead of 
turning in some velvet. Number of 
the major publishers who hither- 
fore have been amenable to this 
special orchestration tap are now 
refusing to shell out. 

The publishers base their mathe- 
matical calculations on the prem- 
ise that the average dance recording 
now sells 3,000 records. The Dill 
for these special orchestrations 
handed publishers by bands with a 
phonograph company connection 
average $35 per number, with many 
of the better-known combos mak- 
ing it anything from $50 to $75. 

As the royalty on each record for 
the publisher is 2e less 10%, out of 
which sum the authors cut in for a 
third. Two cents on 3,000 records 
less the 10% and the share going 
to the writers, on the final reckon- 
ing, leaves the publisher just $36. 
And even that $36 isn’t all his be- 
‘ause the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Association deducts another 
10%. 


ASCAP Authority Tossed 











ASCAP has been deprived of any 
authority over the American per- 
forming rights of operatic and other 
publications of the G. Ricordi firm 
of Milan. Upon the withdrawal of 
that firm from the Italian Society 
of Composers, these rights were in- 
vested in the Milan publishing 
house’s American affiliate, G. Ricordi 
& Co., of whom Dr. Renardo Cas- 
selli is the new head, 

ticordi of Milan decided to pull 
out of the Italian Society and as- 
sign the performing rights direct 
to its own American organization 
as a result of its dissatisfaction 
with the coin teing derived from 
these rights. Altogether last year 
the ASCAP turned over to Italian 
obligations the equivalent of slight- 
ly over $12,000 Ricordi of Milan 


i figured that the American broad- 


casting rights to its Puecini and 





|} other operas, alone, were worth at 
lleast twice the sum gent over to 


be split up among all the Italian 


| publishers and composers. 


Dr. Casselli, sent here from 
Milan, replaced George Maxwell 


who for many years headed the | 
|; American company and was one of 


the prime agitators for and a char- 
ter member of the American So- 


peyety. 


By Ricordi of Milan’ 


00,000 SALES IN Canadian Society’s Music Copyright 
Control Rapped in Court Findings 





Ottawa, Feb. 13. 

Canadian Performing Rights So- 
ciety was rapped by Justice Ewing 
of the Supreme Court in his findings 
submitted to the Canadian Govern- 
ment relative to the doings of the 
Society in connection with copy- 
right control of broadcasting sta- 
tions in the Dominion. This fol- 
lowed a judiciary investigation at 
the request of six Western stations, 

The judge found that the Society 
had not complied with Copyright 
Act in that it had not filed with 
the Copyright Office at Oitawa a 
statement of fees which it pro- 
posed to collect for licensing pur- 
poses. With regard to the stations 
in Western Canada, Justice Ewing 
said, ‘It must be said that the So- 
ciety has proposed to collect ex- 
cessive fees from the petitioners.’ 

After discussing the Society's pro- 
cedure for the collecting of fees, in- 
cluding a unit charge of $5 for a 
license for any one performance or 
any one musical work by any per- 
son, Justice Ewing declared: ‘This 
fee is not applicable solely to broad- 
casting stations. It {Is at once ap- 
parent that, if all the Society's 
repertoire amounting to some 2,000,- 
000 selections were performed once, 
the revenue to the Society would 
be $10,000,000. Even if the 200,000 
selections said to be in common use 
were performed once the revenue 
would be $1,000,000.’ 

Judge adds in his report that the 
Society had asserted there was no 
intention of charging the $5 fee for 
the single performance for a few 
minutes of a popular selection. In 
this connection he wrote: 

‘This can only mean that the so- 
ciety has filed a fee for the occa- 
sional or exceptional case but has 
given no indication of any kind as 
to what the unit fee will be for the 
vast majority of cases... Surely 
the society could, without much ex- 
penditure of time or labor, put on 
record some informative scale of 
unit fees. By so doing the society 
would be entitled to the credit of 
making a frank and reasonable ef- 
fort to comply with the require- 
ments of the statute.’ 

Court’s Suggestion 


Report points out that the socie- 
ty’s statement of fees filed with the 
Commissioner of Patents ranges 
from an annual charge of $100 fora 
five-watt station to an annual fee 
of $12,500 for a 20,000-watt station 
for a general license for broadcast- 
ing under which a station could 
perform the society’s repertoire dur- 
ing a maximum period of 10 hours 
or more per day. He suggests to 
the government that the fees for 
general licenses might be based on 
the population served by a station 
within a designated radius, and on 
the proportion of time devoted to 
music. He points out that Canada 
now has 86 broadcasting stations, 
but that the number will probably 
be reduced in the near future. The 
latter is probably a thought that the 
new Canadian Radio Commission 
will be canceling some broadcasting 
licenses shortly. 

Parliament is now in session, and 
the presentation of Justice Ewing's 
report may be given consideration 
in legislation on copyrights which 
will be brought down during the 
sitting, it is expected. The report 
has aroused widespread interest in 
theatre and musical circles. 


RADIO PAIR’S DISKS 
Greta Niesen, radio songstress, 
and Phil Regan, ether tenor, slated 
for a series of Columbia records. 
Making them both for American 
and British release, 





Eddie McCauley, professional] and 
| business rep for Remick in Philly 
'for 27 years, now on the road for 
| Robbins, 





| Edgar Fairchild, formerly of Fair- 
child and Herbert Clair, piano team, 
has his dance combo at the Algon- 


j}quin hotel, N. Y¥, 
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Bands and 


Week of Feb. 13 


Orchestras 





without charge. 





Permanent addressees of bande or orchestras will be published 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials represent: 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hal!, B—ballroom, 


As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also included. 


H—hotel, T—theatre, 
R—restaurant. 








A 


Aaronson, Irving, Ruxton H., N. ¥. C. 

Agnew, Chas., care Kennaway, Chicago. 

Albert, Jules, CBS, 485 Madison Ave.. 
e. t.-c 

Allen, Wally, 1914 Blvd. East, W. New 
York, N. J. 

Alsdorf, U. J., 98 Liberty 8t., Newburgh. 

Amidon, A., 912 E. 8th St., Flint, Mich. 

Agtres, ‘ud, Liberatoris R., Elmira, 


Appel, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. 
Arand, Henry, 643 Broad St.. Newark. 
Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addison St., Phila. 

Aristocrats (Wm. Hughes), 404 Blandina 
Bt., Utica, N. Y¥. 

Arkell, Lee, KVI, Tacoma. Wash. 

Armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 

Arnheim, Gus, MCA, Chi. 

Ash, Paul, Capitol T., N. ¥. C. 

Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. 

Austin, S., Davis Is. Country C., Tampa. 

Axt, Dr. Wm., M-G-M Studio, Culver 
City, Cal. 8 


Bachman, Lew, 211 N. Central, Chi. 
Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville. 
Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 
Balley. Bari, Cavalier Beach C., Virginia 
Beach, Va. 
Ballew, Smith, Muehlbach H., K. C. 
Bard, Jos., Golden Pheasant R., Balto. 
pevaned, B., 830 W. Morrell 8t., Jackson, 
Mich 
Barringer, Don, Callico Cat B., Miami. 
Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 645 Sth Ave., N. Y. 


Barsley, Beenar, Montauk Point, Mon- 
uk, L. 1. 
‘mantle. Jos., 65 No. 14th St., Newark, 
ay 8 
Bauer, F. J., 67 Ormond 8t., Rochester, 
ee 
Baum, Babe, 226 Rose 8t., renee, Pa. 
Baxter, Phil, WDAF, > 
Began, Walter, NBC, Fr. 
Beckley, T., 102 B. ‘ch St., Wilmington, 
Del. 


Belasco, Leon, Ambassador H., N. Y¥. 
Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 
Bennett, Dave, Station WJJD, Palmer 
House, Chicago. 

Bentley, Billy, KXO, El Centro, Calif. 
Bercowitz, fn, KGW. Portland, Ore. 
Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 


Berger. Jack, Astor H., N. ¥. C. 
5449 Penn Ave., 


Berger, W. J., Pitts- 
burgh. 
Berlin, Paul, 4258 Archer Ave., Chi. 


Bernie, Ben. 1619 Broadway, N. Y¥. C. 
Berrens, Freddie. CBS. N.Y.C. 

Bestor. Don. Hotel Lexington, N. Y. 
Beddick, Jimmie, KMTR, Hollywood. 
Benford, Jack & Jill Tavern, Portland, 


Ore 
Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R., Rochester. 
Black, Ted, 1619 Broadway, N. Y. 
Blaufuss, Walter, N.B.C., Chicago. 
Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign H., Chi- 
go. 
Bob's Sunnysiders, 80 E. Haverhill 8t., 
Lawrence, Mass. 
Barr, Mischa, Waldorf-Astoria, 
¥ 


Bovee, Ralph, KHQ, Spokane. 


Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 
Mass. 

Boyd, Tommy, Sacramento H., Sacra- 
mento, Calif. 


Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston, 
Boyle. Marian, KHQ, Spokane, Wash. 

Brandy's Singing Bd., Palmer’s Park, 
Lansing, Mich. 

Brashin, Abe. KJR, Seattle. 

Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 

Brigode Ace, Merry Garden B. R., Chi. 

aad Collegians, Walled Lake B., De- 
troit. 


Prewer. Ted, Yoeng’s R.. B’way and Sist 
eS. = =. & 

Brooks. Harvey, Zulu Hut, No. Holly- 
wood. Calif. 


Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
Brownagle, T., 922 9th St., Harrisburg, 


Pa. 
Brusiloff, Nat, 19 E. 49th St., N. Y¥. C. 


Bryant, W. H., 1526 8S. 6th St., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buckeye Wonders, 645 60. Main S8t., 
Akron, O. 


Buffano, Jules, 5th Ave. T., Seattle. 
Buloskwies Califs.. Eagle B., Milwaukee. 
RBunchuk, Yasha, Capitol T., N. Y. C. 
Burk, Milo. Brockton, Mass. 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 

Burke's Canadians, New Constant Spring 
H.. Kingston, Jamaica. 


Burnett, Jordan, Greenhill B.R., Chicago. 
Burns, Jimmy, Lido Venice H., Sand- 
wich, Ont. 


Cc 


Calloway, Cab, 799 7th Ave., N. Y. C. 
Caperoon. Fred, 401 B’way. Camden, N. J. 
Cappo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. 
Carlin, Herb, Guyon’s B. R., Chicago. 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Eari, 1619 B’way. N. Y. C. 
Carr Bros., 2187 Guiyot, Oceanside, Cal. 
Casa Loma, 799 7th ave., N. Y. C. 

Casa Nova, Greenwich Villiage, Dayton, O. 
Casale, M., 140 Pine 8t., Williamsport, 


Pa. 
ponsniay. D. L., Vancouver H., Vancouver, 


Casson, Pep, Victoria H., N. Y. C. 
Castro. Manolo. Nacionale H., Havana. 


Causer, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. F. 
Cavallave, John, 20 Irving 8t., New 
Haven. 


Cavato. Ets, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 
Cave, Don. El Cortez H., San Diego. 


Cervone, Igzy. 602 Blackstone Bldg., 
Pittsburgh. ° 
Charles, Roy, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 


; Chlo-E-Revelers, Station WJBO, New Or- 
eans. 

Christensen, Paul, WKY. Oklahoma City. 

Christie, H. J., 1881 N. Ormsby Avse., 
Louisville. 

Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 


. _O. . 

Bob, 1660 Roxbury Rd. (B), Co- 
lumbus, O. 

Clarke, Herb. L., Municipal Band, Long 
Beach. Cal. 

Clevelanders, Fuller's Garden, Cincinnati. 
Coakley, Tom, Athens C., Oakland, Calif. 
Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St., Reading, Pa. 
Coleman, Emil, Waldorf-Astorta, Ni Y. 
College Club, 4120 Dewey Ave., Om 
: Coliegian Serenaders, Far East R., ve- 
and . 
Columbo, Russ, Palace T., Chi. 
Cole, King, Solomon’s D. 


Conley. | Ralph, 1119 Grand St., Wheel- 

ing ; 
Conrad a *1088 Park Ave., N. ¥. C.%. 
Cook, Arthur, WXYZ, Detroit. 


Cooley, Frits, Maple View, Pittsfield, 
Mass. 
Coon, Dell, La Salle H., Chi. 


Cooney. Bernard, KWG, Stockton, Calif. 
Cornwell, Frank, Mayfair C., Boston. 
Coyle, L. H., 219 B. 10th St., Easton, Pa. 
Craig. Francis, Hermitage H., Nashville. 
Crescent Orch., Armory. Middletown, N.Y. 
Crawford, “Buss. ” 2115 Pennsylvania 
Ave... N. W., Washington. 

Crawford, Jack, Fox T., Seattle. 
Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kans. 


Cullen, 6. B., 814 B. 6th St., South Bos- 
ton 
Currie, Harry, Seelbach H., Louisville. 


Cummings, Johnnie, Webster H., Canan- 
daigua, N. Y. 


Cummins, Bernie, MCA, Chi. 
D 


Dahl, Ted, Beverly Hills H., Beverly 
Hills, Calif, 
Damski, Henri, KJR, Seattie. 


Dantzig. E. J., 842 Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 
Dantzler, T., Mirador B. R., Phoenix. 


D’Artri’s Orch., 651 14th St., Norwich, 
Conn, 

Daugherty, Emery, Jardin Lido, Arling- 
ton H., Washington, D. C 

Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago. 
Davis, C., Indiana, T., Indianapolis, 
Davis, Meyer, 18 B. 48th St., N. Y. C. 
Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. C. 
DeForest, Don, 171 King ‘St. Portland, 


Ore. 
Delany, Jack, KLX, Oakland, Calif. 
Deibridge, Del., 404 Madisen T. Bidg.. 
Detroit. 

Del Pose, Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y. C. 
DeLuca, J., 831 St. Marke Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

Denny. Claude, Nocturne C., Chi. 

Denny, Jack, Waldorf-Astoria H., N.Y.C. 
Deterich, Roy, Stevens H., Chicago. 
Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 
field, IIL 

Dickenson, Bob, McElroy’s B. R., Seattle 
Ditmars. Ivan. KOL. Seattle 

Dolan, Bert, Bond Hotel, Hartford, Cona. 
Domine Urch., 22 4th St., Troy, N. 
Donnelly, W. H., 289 Glenwood Ave. E. 
Orange, N. J. 
Devasarger. Chas., Mt. 


Mike, 


Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Dowell, Boots, Cotton C., San Diego. 
Downey, Harry, Ballyhoo C., B’way and 
49th St.. N. Y. C 

Dunn, Jack, El Patio B. R., L. A. 
Duerr. Dalph. 11404 Orville Ave.. Cleve. 
Duchin, Ed., Central Park Casino, N.Y.C. 


E 
Eckel, Charlie, Hotel Montclair, N. Y. 
Edmunds, Glen, Elk’s C., L. A. 
Ellington, Duke, 799 7th ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 
Jersey City. 
Eppel, 5736 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 
Eppinoff, Ivan, MCA, Chi. 


Royal H., Mont- 
rea 
Doty, Celesium B. R., Tacoma, 
Wash 


Erickson, Harry, Saltair Beach Co, Salt 
Lake City. 
Eslick, J., 3677 Georgia St., San Diego. 


F 


Fay, Bernard, Fay's, Providence. 
Farrell, F., Inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y. C. 


Feeney, J. M., 226 E. llth St.. Oakland. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fabello, Phil, Albee, Brooklyn. 

Farr, Aaron, Miam! Beach Country C., 
Miami Beach. 
Feldman, Joe, 1068 B. 98th 8t., 
Ohio. 
Felton, Happy, DeWitt Clinton H, N. Y¥. 
Ferdinando, Fellx, Le Chateau B. R., 
Manchester, 'N. H. 
Ferko, Jos, A., 500 W. 
Phila., Pa, 

Feyl, J. W., 878 River St., 
Fio-Rito, Ted. St. Francis H., 8 F. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L. 914 South Westnedge 8t., 
Kalamasoo, Mich. 

Fisher, Buddy, Bohemian C., Hollywood. 
Fisher, Mark, Edgewater Beach H., Chi. 
Finston, Nat. Par. Studio, Hollywood. 
Fitzpatrick, Eddie, N.B.C., 8S. F. 

Foard, Don, 1419 Reed Ave. Kalamazoo, 


Fogg A. M., 
Me. 


Cleveland, 


Glenwood Ave., 
Troy, N. ¥. 


174 Beacon 8t., Portland, 
yromish, Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
ch 

Fosdick, Gene, Rye Bath & Tennis C., 
Westchester. 

Freed, Carl, 20 8. Orange Ave., 
Friary, George, Rockland, Mass. 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T., St. Louts. 
Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., N.Y.C. 
Frieso, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn 
7 Jack, Station WJAR, Providence, 
Fuller, Earl, Swiss Gardens, 
Funk, Larry, WEAF, N. Y. 
Furst, Jules, Village Barn, N. Y. C. 
Fye, Gil, Silver Spray B. R., Long Beach, 
Calif. 
G 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Gallicchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 
Garber, Jan, Trianon B. R., Chi. 
Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th 8t., Lin- 
coIn, Neb. 

Gates, Hal, KGER, L. A. 

Gates, Manny, Alcazar H., Miami. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. 
Gaylord, Chas., La Boheme, Hollywood. 
Geldt, Al, 117 8. N. J. Ave., Altantic 
City. 

Gerun, Tom, Bal Taberin C., S. F. 
Gibson's Blue Devils, I. O. O. F., Ball- 
room, Baltimore. 

Gill, Sumit C., Baltimore, 

Gill, Joe, Hollywood C., Galveston, Ter. 
Gillen. Frank. Detroit Yacht C., Detroit 
Gillet, Albert KGW, Portland, Ore. 
Ginsberg, Ralph, Palmer H., Chit. 
Gervin, Hal, 1625 Gough S&t., S. F. 

Goff, Mark, Briggs R., Detroit. 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R., Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 

Golden, Neal, WOR, N. Y. C. 

Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower. Detroit. 


Newarz. 


Cina, 





Gonzales, 8. N., 810 EB. 4th St., Santa 
Ana, Cal. 

as Ray, 404 Madison T. Bldg., De- 
roit. 

Graham, Paul, Jenklinszon Pav., Pt. 
Pleasant, N. J. 

Grass, Chet, 2040 8. Corona, Denver. 
Green, Jimmy, Beach View Gardens C.. 
Chicago. 

Gross, Prentis, McElroy B., Portland, Ore. 
Greer, Billy, 1002 Main St., Davenport, Ia 
Grier, Jimmy, Adolphus H., Dallas. 
_Grosso,- Payh Arlington H.. Colorado 
Springs, Col. 


Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angelo St., Quebec. 

Gurnick, Ed., 86 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
dence. 

Gunsondorfer, W.. "Ado C., 6. F. 

Gutterson, M.. Valencia T., Baltimore. 

Gutterson, aldemar, Roosevelt H., 
Holly wood. 


H 
Haas, Alexander, 254 W. T6th St., N.Y.C. 
Haines, ‘“‘Whitey,”’ Tavern Inn, 183 N. 
Bend St., Pawtucket, R. I. 
Hall, George, Taft H., N. ¥. C. 


Hall, Sleepy, MCA, Chicago. 

Hamilton, Geo., Airport Gardens, L. A. 

Hammond, Jean. Sky Room, Milwaukee. 

Hamond, Chestine, KIT, Yakima, Wasb. 

Hamp, Johnny, Mark Hopkins H., 8. F. 

Hancock, Hogan, Jefferson H., Birming- 
ham, 

Handler, Al, Via Lago, Chi. 

Harmon, M., Club Mirador, akg ay eng 

Harris, Phil, Ambassador H., 

Harrison, J., Rendesvous, Pe he 

Hart, Ronnie, British Columbia Pk., Van- 
couver, e 

Harkness, Eddie, 2030 Franklin St., 8. F. 

Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, To- 
ronto, Can. 

Hatch, Wilbur, KNX, Hollywood. 

Haney, Al, 26 Capital &t., Pawtucket, 

lL. 


Haucke, Curt, Rainbow Gardens, L. A. 
Haymes, Joe, Village Nut Club, N. Y. C. 
Hays, Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 
Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 
Heidt, Horace, R.K.O. Golden Gate, 
*Frisco, 
Henderson, F., 228 W. 189th St., N. Y. C. 
Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henry, Joe, Astoria, Zz; 
Henry, Tal., e¢-o NBC, 711 Sth Ave.. 
Y 


N. . 
Hirabak, A., 1128 Goottman 8t., Pitts- 


burgh. 
Hite, Les, Cotton Club, Culver City, Cal. 
Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 


Hoffman, Earl, Casa de Alex, Chi. 
Hoffman. L. G., 78 Ernst 8&t., Buffalo. 
Hogan, Bill, Frolics C., Culver City, Calif. 
Hogan, Tweet, Chanel Lake, IIL 
Hogland, Everett, Rendezvous B. R., Bal- 
boa, Calif. 

re B., Strand D. H., Wilmington, 


Haltyweed Collegians, K. of C. C., N.C.¥. 
Holman, Bob, Cafe de Paree, .. + 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H., N. Cc. 
Hopkins, Claude, Roseland B, Sms ‘and 
50th St.. N. Y. C. 

Hornick, Joe, NBC, S. F. 

> nageene Chas., Monmouth Beach C.., 


Hueston, Billy, 1658 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Hultberg. Henry, Inglaterra B. R., Chi 
Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, Mayfair T. 


Is 


Bldg., N. Y. 
I 

Innis, Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington. 
Ww. Va. 

Irving, E., Lyceum T., New Britain, 
Conn. 

Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md. 

Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 


lula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 
lula, RufM™fno, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J 


Jackson's Jazs, 18 Chestnut 8t., 
ville, N. Y. 


Jaffy, Gilbert, Leighton’s Arcade, L. A. 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y. C 
Jansen, Edward, KVI, Tacoma, Wash. 
Jaxon, ‘Half Pint,’ WJJD, > 
Jedel, H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., 


N. J. 

Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B' way, N. 
Johnson, C., Small's Paradise, N. Y. C. 
anne Dwight, Empress H., Portland, 

re 
Johnson, Gladys, KTM, L. A. 

Johnston, Merle, 151 W. 46th St., N.Y.C. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jolly Joyce’s Syn., 915-17 Walnut 8&t., 
Philadelphia. 

Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood 8t., Phila. 
Jones, Rogan, KVOS, Bellingham, Wash. 
Jones, Isham, Hollywood R., N. Y¥. C. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1286 gheldon St., Jack- 
son, Mich. 

Joy, Jimmie, Variety, Hollywood, 

Joy, Jack, KFWB, Hollywood, 


K 
5210 Gainor Road, Phila., 


Glovers- 


Newark, 


Brooklyn. 
z. 


Kahn, 
Pa. 


Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 B’way, N. Y¥. C. 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Kassel, Art, Birmarck H., Chicago, 
Katzman, Louis, 1780 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Kaufman, W., 26 N. 10th St., Lebanon. 


Pa. 
Kay, Herbie, MCA, Chicago. 
Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitts. 


+ ee Ross E., 22 Gold St., 


Harry, 


2! Freeport, 
pKieter, Bert, 447 R. R. Ave., Pen Argyle, 
a. 


Keller, Wm. R., 4115 Gist St., Woodside, 
Ee Bias -. Be 
Kelly, Paul, La GrandujJa, S. F. 

Kelsey, Walter, KFRC, 8S. F. 

Kemp, Hal, Blackhawk C., Chi, 
Kennedy, Clem, KTAB, 8. 

Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan. Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Kentner, H., Benj., Franklin H., Phila. 
Kerr, Chas, Adelphia H., Phila. 


Red Kibbler, Recreation Pier, Long 
Beach, Cal. 
Koestner, Jos., N. B. C., Merchandise 


Mart, 222 North Bank Dr.. Chicago. 
Keystone Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit 


King, Dan, and his Radio Scandals, Four 
Towers. Cedar Grove, N. Y. 

ne? gear. 63 Mueller 8t., Bingham- 
ton ° 


King, Wayne, Aragon B. » Cal. 
Klein, Fred, Kingsway He” Hot Springs, 


Ark. 
Kline, M., 6456 Spruce ar Bi --aaaaeaaas 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., lanta. 


Knutson, Erling, cdl a EK. C. 
Kozals, Jim, Stations WLFL, Chicago. 
. wee Walt, 847 Claremont Bidg.. 
3s. 


Krueger. Art, WISN, Milwaukee. 


Krumbhbols, a., P. O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 
Kyte, Benny, Station WJR, Detroit. 


L 


La Ferara, Vinton, 1821 Grant Ave., S. F. 
gasse, F., 618 Merrimac B8t., Lowell, 


ass. 
Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
Lampe, Del, ‘Palais D'Or, N. Y. 
ae Clayton, Luna Park, Coney 
se 
Lanfileld, M., BBB’s Cellar, Hollywood, 
Lang, Harry, Baker H.. Dallas. 
Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 
—,, Sam, c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 


Lanin, Howard, CBS, N.Y.C. 

Lawe, Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ia. 
Mickey Lazarus, McFadden B. R., San 
Francisco. 

Lefcourt, Harry, 27-10 
Astoria, L. L. 
_seeneeee, 


a. 
Leftwich, Jolly, Oceanic H., Wrightsville 


Newtown Ave., 
Harry, Casiey H., Scranton, 


Levant, Phil, MCA, Chicago. 
Levin, Al, 476 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 


Levitow, Bernar, Commodore g.. &.z.C. 
Lide Orch., Suite 56 Loew Bidg., Wasb- 
ington, D. c 
Light, Enoch, Plantation Gardens, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
Lindebaum, Joe, Breakers ., Long 
Beach, Calif. 


Lispin, Hank, Adolphus H., Dallas. 
Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., N. ¥. 
Lopez, Vincent, Congress H.. Chi. 

Lowd, Howard G., 4106 $rd St., N. W., 
Wash., D. C. 

Lowe, Bernie, Nanking Cafe, se Moines. 
Lowe. Sol, Manchester T., L. 

Ludeke, Frank, Davenport H., Sinaia, 
Wash. 


Luse, Harley, Wilson's B. R., L. A. 
Luster, Mayo, Oriental Gardens, Chi. 
Lyman, Abe, Paradise R., N. c. 
Lynn, Correy, Blue Grotta C.. Chicago. 


Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita St., Dailas 
M 

Macdonald, Rex, Coliseum, 6t. Peters- 

burg. 

Mace, Art, Rendezvous B. R., Santa 

Monica, Cal. 


Mack, Dave, Paris Inn, L. A. 

Mack, Ted, Blackstone H., Fort Worth. 
Madreguera, Enric, Place Pigalle, N.¥.C. 
Mahon, Margie, KMO, Seattle. 


Major, F. J., 8007 84 St., Ocean Pars 
al. 

Makins, Eddie LeClaire C.. Chicago. 
Maloney, KR. B., 806 Elinor 8t., Knoxville, 


Tenn. 
Manthe,’ Al., 
Wis. 


Marburger, H., Roseland B. R., N. Y. 
Marengo, Joe, Italian Village, L. A. 

Marsh. Chas., Ft. Pitt H. Pittsburgh. 
Marshall, Red. Venice B., Venice, Cal. 


s0T N. Francis, Madison 


Marinaro John, Beaux ‘Arte c., 80 W 
40th St., N. ¥. C. 
Martin. Fred, Park Central H., N. Y. C. 


Masiim, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R. 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Masters, Frankie, Morrison H., Chi. 
Mattasoh, Steve, Garden B., Seattle. 
Maupin, Rex, KYW, Chi. 

Maurice, Jack, KGF3, L. 

Mayfair, Bernie, T0 So. Divisioa, Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich. 

McCloud, Mac., care Paul Cohan, 64 West 
Randolph, Chi, 


McCoy, Clyde, Drake H., Chicago. 
McDowell, Adrian, Town & Country C. 
Milwaukee, 

McEnelly, EB. J., 06 Sylvan St., Spring- 
field, Mass. 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 
McGowan, Loos, c/o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
B'’way, N. Y. C. 

McIntyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa. 

McIntire, Lani, KMTR, Hollywood. 
McVeas I. S., 1221 E. 83d St., L. A. 
Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin St., Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 

Memphisonians, 02 8S. Main St., Memphis 


Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Meroff, Ben, Variety. N. Y. 
ns hae M. F., 926 Broadway, 
Meyer Oscar, 4529 Camac 8&t., 

delphia. 


Meyerinch, Herb, States Hofbrau, 8. F. 
‘Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., Phila. 
Meyers, Louis, Zenda B., L. A. 

Meyers, Vic Trianon B. R. Seattle. 
Miles, Dusty, The Roof, Kenosha, Wis. 
Miles, Jack, Granada C., Chicago, 
Milholland, H. I., KGA, Spokane. 
Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 
Miller, Gladys, KOMO, Seattle. 

Miller Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
Miller, N., 121 WuUliams 8t., Chelsea, 
Mass. 

Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse. 
Milan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 
Mills, Floyd, 786 Fayette St., Cumber- 


land, M4. 

— Del, 876 E. Washington 8t., Port- 
land, Ore. 

Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex 8t., 
Mass 

Mintch, E., 


ton, Pa. 
Misheloff, Sol, 


Brooklyn, 
Phila- 


Lowell, 
1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
Commodore H, N. Y. C. 


Mitchell, Al, 4 Reed St., So. Norwalk, 
Conn, 
Mohrman, Mable, KJR, Seattle. 
— Fran., Italian Gardens, Spokane, 
ash. 


Molino, Carlos, Roosevelt H., Holly. 

Moore, Carl, care Kennaway, Chi. 

Moore's, Dinty, Washington Arms, 
maroneck, N. Y. 

Moore, Pryor, Schaber’s C., L. A 

Moore, Tom, Cinderella B., Long Beach, 


Cal. 
Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 
Morris, Glen, Silver Hopes, Baltimore. 
Moss, Joe, 18 E. 48th St., N. * Cc. 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex Cc. 8. 
Mosher, V., 8187 10th Ave. 8., —- 
olis. 
Murtal, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 


Moana H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
wail, 


N 
Nappi, Bill, Tutwiller H., Birmingham, 
Ala. 
Nash, Len, Len Nash's Barn, Compton, 
Cal. 
Nashold, Dudley, Nashold’'s B. R., San 
Diego. 


Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 
Neff, Art. 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Neglar, Merlin, Fox T., Spokane. Wash. 


Neiman, Eddie, Grand Terrace, Chi, 
Neumiller, Howard, WBBM, Chi, 
ee Nick, 8150 24th St., Astoria. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Hotel New Yorker, N.Y.C. 
Nelson, Tom, Roosevelt H., N. Cc. 
New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Newman, Alfred. U. A. Studio, Holly- 
wood. 

Nichols, Red, Golden Pleasant, Cleve, O 
Nolan. Bob, Fisher T.. Detroit. 


Noone, Jimmy, Club Dizte, i aoe 
Norman, Jess, 1770 Green St.. 8. F. 


oO 

O'Brien, Tom, Saranac Lake H., Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. 

O'Connell, Mark, 316 W 98 St., N. ¥. C. 
Octavet Orc., 85 DufMfeld 6t., Brooklyn. 
M. ¥. 

O'Hare, Husk, La Salle H., Chicago. 

O’Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, III. 


Olsen, George, NBC, N. Y. C 


Olsen, Guy, Eagles Aud.. Seattle, Wash. 
Olsen, Ole, Commodore C., Vancouver, 
B. Cc, 


Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
—— Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaica, 
Original Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 

Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 

Osborne. Will, c/o Variety, N. Y. 

Owen, Delos, WGN, Chi. 

Owens, Harry, Grand H., Santa Monica, 
Cal. 

P 


Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, L. A. 


Palmquist. Ernie, Kagle B. R., Milwaukee. 
Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North 8t., 


Indianapolis. ‘ 
Parker, Dud, 230 Hart St., B’klyn, N. Y. 
Parneil, Chas., Hartford B. R., San Ber- 


nardino, Cal. 








Beach, N. C, 


Paso, George C., Roseville, O. 


Feast. dean cai Hunting Ave., Boston. 
‘ec a eenan Bidg., Pi 

Pedro, Don, Morrison H., rth ‘teburgh, 
- Noga Orch., Monmouth 8t., Newport, 
Fendarvin Paul, Jonathan C., L. A. 
Perni, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, la. 
Me Frank, Flagier H., Fallsburg, 


Peterson, Art, Trout- ~-dale-in-tne-Pines, 
Evergreen. Colo. 

Pettis, Jack, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
Peyton, Doc, Syracuse H., Syracuse, 


Y. 
Peterson, B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 


"Pielffer’s Orch., 1342 Palmetto Ave... Te. 
ledo. 
Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’s Dept. Btore, 


Des Moines, Ia. 

Phillips, Phil.. Club Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading. Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Midway Gardens, Cedar 
Lake, Ind. 

Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, Car, 
or Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean Park, 
‘al 

Powell, Walter & Rudy Bundy, care 
Leddy & Smith, 226 W. 47th St.. N. Y. 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 


Prior, Will, KFAC, L. A. 
Pullen, R. E., 1365 Sellers St., Frankford, 
Phila. 
R 
Ralston, Jack, Station WOL, Washington, 
D. C. 


Radin, Oscar, M-G-M Studio, Culver City, 
Cal. 
Radriguez, Jos., KFI, L. A. 


Rapee, Erno, Radio City Music Hall, 
a. =. 

Rasmussen, F., 148 Graham Ave.. Counoll 
Bluffs, la 

Ray, Alvino, NBC, S. F. 


Read. Kemp, 539 Ashley Bivd., New Bed- 
ford. Maas, 

Red Dominos, care of E. K, Nadel, 110 
W. 47th St., N. aA 

Redman. Don, 799 ith Ave., N.Y.C., 

Reese, Gardner, 1619 Broadway, N. ¥. 

Reisman, Leo.. 130 W. 67th St.. N. ¥. @ 

Relyea, Al ‘Buddy,’ New Harmony H., 
Cohoes, N. Y. 

Rendleman, Dunk, Del Monte, 
ham, Ala, 

Reno. Frank, Biltmore H., 


bara, Cal. 
Reynolds, Lou, 600 Central 
¥. & 


meda, Cal. 
Rich, Fred, CBS, N. 
Richards, Barney, Uptown Village, Chi 
Rickitts, J. C.. Kosciusko, Migs, 
Rines, Jos., Elke H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud, J., U. Artists T., Detroit, 
Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H., Phila. 


Birming- 
Santa Bare 
Ave., Ala- 


Roanes' Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 
Mass 

Robbins, Sammy, McAlpin H, N. Y. 
Roberts, Miles, 8 Sheldon St., Prov., R. f. 


Robinson, Johnny, Snowboat, Seaside, Ore. 
Robinson, Johnny, Olympic H., Seattle. 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 
Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 57th St.. N. Y. C. 
Romanelll, I.. King Edward H., Toronte, 
Rose, Irv., Jefferson H., St. L. 
Harry Rosentha!, 1650 Broadway, N. Y. C, 
Rossman, Harold, Bagdad C., Miami. 
Rothschild, Leo, 806 W. 14th 8t., N.Y.O, 
Ruhl, Warney. Michigan Tech.. Hough- 


ton, Mich. 
Russell, B., King Cotton H., Greonsbore, 
Ss 


Sampietro, Joe, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 

Sanders, Joe, MCA, Chi. 

Sans, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B’klyn. 

Schara, C. F., 624 B’wuay, Buffalo, N. ¥, 

Schill, J., Arcadia B. R., N. ¥. C. 

Schubert, Ed., 84 Arthur St., Lawrence 
Mass. 

Schumiski, Joe, Station WCFL, Chicago, 


Pastas U. J., 819 Court 8t., Fremont, 
fo. 

Scoggin, Chico, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Scott, L. W., 900 Dilbert Ave., Spring- 
field, O. 

ue Frank, 254 President 8t., Bklyn., 
Cal. 

Scotti, Bill, Pierre H., N. Y¥. C. 


Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower Ly Wash. 
Seiger, Rudy, Fairmont H., F. 

Pr tee Ben, c/o Col. Seiten. 6S Sth 
ve. 

Setaro, A., Paramount Studio, Holly. 
Severt, Gino, KHJ, L. A. 

Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur’s Taunton, Mass. 


Shepard, Chas., KFI, L. A. 
Sheridan, Phil. Mossula, Mont. 


Sherman, Maurie, College Inn C., Chi. 
Shield, LeRoy, NBC, Chi, 

Sidell, Curtis, Hollywood A. C., Hollye 
wood. 


Steff, Solly, Palace H., 8S. F. 

Silverman, D., Missourt T., St. Louis. 
Simmonds, Arlie, Playland. Park, South 
Bend, Ind. 

Simons, Seymour, 1504 B’way, Detroit. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R.. Washington, D. C, 
Smith, Beasley, Rosemont B. B’klyn 


onmelin, 8., 190 W. Buchtel Ave., yakren, 
Oo. 
Segey, Vincent, CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 


Sosnick, Harry, MCA, Chi. 

Spector, Irving, WOKO, ameee.. N. Y. 
SpitaIny. Phil. N. B. C.. N. Y. 

Spor, Paul, Paxton Hotel, eens, Neb. 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St.. Bklym, 
St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward Hy 


Windsor, Canada. 
St. George, Geo., 2166 Relmont Ave., N.Y, 
St. Louls Kings, 1823 B 95th St., B’klyn 


Stafford, H., 911 Sumner St., Lincoln, Neb. 
Stafford, Jesse, c/o Variety, Hollywood. 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, San Ane 
tonio, Tex. 

Starr Henry, Cotton C., Culver City, Cal. 
Steiner, Max. Radio Studio, Hollywood. 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC, Detroit. 
Stern, Harold, St. Moritz, N. Y. 
Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. 

Stoll, Geo., Paramount T., Los Angeles. 
Stone, Marty. Radisson H., Minneapolia 
Story. Geo., Wong’s C., London, Ont. 
Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting CorD.. 
Buffalo. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H.. N. Y. ©. 

Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy 8t.. Chicago. 


a 


Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C., Naa@- 
tucket, Mass 

Tellier, Ray, Fairmount H., 8. F. 
Teppas, J. J., 533 Glenwood Ave., Buffalo. 


seven. Roy, Regent T.. Grand Rapids 
ich 


Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. A.,, 62 W. 
Randolph, Chicago. 
Thompson's ‘Virginians,’ Ventor T.. At 
lantic City, — 
Thorpe. Sunny Fan Tan R., 24% Cals 


St.. N. E.. Philadelphia. 

Tierney Five. Rittenhouse H., Phila. 
“iloff, Andre. Surf C.. Miam! Beach, 
Tobias, Henry. WMCA, N. . 
Tobier, Ben, Rosemont B.. Bklyn 
Tolland, Ray, Detroit Leland | B.. 
Trace, Al, Hyde Park C., Ch 
-— Lou, Casino B. "R.. 
al 

Tremaine, Paul, Bohemia C., N. ¥. C. 
Treastor, Bob, Blackhawk, Chi. 

Trevor, Frank, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Trini, Anthony, Roseland BR., N. Y. C: 
Tucker, Tommy, Hollywood R., N. ¥. ©. 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manchester, 


NN. Hi. 
Turnham, Edith, Royale C.. L. A. 


Fis. 


" Detroit. 


Ocean Park, 





(Continued on page 55) 
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Dise Reviews 


By Abel Green 





Nat Shilkret 


Swell pop concert stuff, Maurice 
Ravel’s popular ‘Bolero,’ scored by 
Salinger-Shilkret, becomes a very 
danceable foxtrot under the Victor 
maestro’s baton. ‘La Seduccion’ 
tango on the reverse is one of the 
most familiar Argentine numbers, 
and just as appealing for straight 
hear as hoof stuff. Victor 22571. 





Victor Arden-Phil Ohman 


Arden-Ohman with their orches- 
tra offer their favorite composer, 
the Gershwins’ outstanding twain 
from ‘Pardon My English.’ This 
piano team invariably augments the 
pit orchestra of every Gershwin 
musical. Their ditties, ‘Isn't It a 
Pity?? and ‘Cousin im Milwaukee’ 
are forte on the pianologic inter- 
ludes, but altogether satisfactory 
dance tunes, Victor 24206. 





Rudy Vallee 


Flock of Vallees on Columbia’s 
new blue disk. No. 2744 couples 
‘Girl in the Little Green Hat,’ one 
of the season’s most novel singing 
foxtrot ditties, with ‘Hey! Young 
Fella,’ the Dorothy Fields-Jimmy 
McHugh foxtrot that came to at- 
tention at the Radio City Music 
Hall premiere. ‘Echo in the Val- 
ley’ and ‘Language of Love’ (No. 
2733) and ‘Linger Little Longer in 
Twilight’ with ‘Jug of Wine, Loaf 
of Bread and Thou’ are in the same 
smooth foxtrotology with Vallee 
vocal interludes. 


es 


Art Kassel“Henry Hall 


Columbia 2743 backs up Kassel’s 
own ‘Chewing Gum,’ a bucolic dance 
novelty, with ‘When Morning Rolls 
Around,’ by the English Henry Hall 
orchestra. ‘Morning’ is an English 
tune published in America. The 
Kassels in the Air orch on No. 2742 
couples two from Kate Smith’s pic- 
ture, ‘Twenty Million People’ and 
‘Moon Song,’ the latter the out- 
stander of ‘Hello Everybody’ (Par). 





Enric Madreguera 


This orchestra, until last week- 
end doubling between the Hotel 
Commodore and the snooty Place 
Pigalle nitery in New York, has 
been among those coming to the 
fore, and with it among those pro- 
lifically recording for Col to cash 
in on the up-and-coming radio rep 
this stylized dance combo was 
building for itself. ‘Waltzing in a 
Dream’ and ‘Baby Parade,’ waltz 
and fox back-up (Columbia 2735) 
and ‘It’s Within Your Power’ with 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (No. 2736) are 
typical of Madreguera’s smooth 
dansapation. 





Ted Weems 

‘Baby Parade’ and ‘Old Kitchen 
Kettle’ (Victor 24219); ‘Look Who’s 
Here’ and ‘Hats Off, Here Comes a 
Lady’ (No. 24208); and ‘Lonely 
Park’ with ‘Morning Rolls Around’ 
are good dance reasons for Weems’ 
ethereal favor, especially on the 
Lucky Strike hookups, etc. 
staccato, dance-compelling brand of 
music, effectively scored for the 
popular ear. Andrea Marsh and 
Parker Gibbs contrib the vocal 
choruses. 





Waring’s Pennsylvanians 

Two out of the Warner film, ‘42d 
St.,’ by the Warings on Victor 24212 
are engaging foxtrotology. Tom 
Waring, back with his brother Fred, 
does the vocal refrains. The re- 
union was prelude to the Warings’ 
first radio commercial for Old Gold. 
‘Young and Healthy’ and ‘You’re 
Getting to Be a Habit’ are the selec- 
tions by Al Dubin and Harry 
Warren. 


George Olsen-Glen Gray 
Flock of current air ditties. Victor 
24222 has the Olsenites saluting 
‘Say, Young Lady’ and Glen Gray’s 
jazzists replying, ‘Hey, Young Fella,’ 
a natural enough backup. Hotcha 


It’s a, 
The Shapiro tune, 


‘exclusive right to publish the num- 











Gardner and Walter Hunt 
lyrics respectively. 

Gray alone monopolizes No. 24224 
with ‘Sittin’ by the Fire’ and ‘Where 
Are You Tonight?’ the latter the pip 
tune by Nick Kenny, N. Y. ‘Mirror’ 
radio columnist, and Helen (Mrs. 
Jesse) Crawford, the console lady. 
Kenny Sargent does the vocalizing. 

The Olsenites on 24221 back up 
the two Jolson songs, ‘You Are Too 
Beautiful and ‘Hallelujah! I’m a 
Bum,’ from the film of that name, 
Oke Rodgers and Hart tunes, and 
brilliantly done by Olsen with Fran 
Frey and Bobby Borger on the vo- 
cals. ‘Fraternity Pin’ and ‘Girl in 
Green Hat’ are further to the Ol- 
sen’s tastes, being strong novelties. 


air the 





Ben Selvin 

Little more than to be expected, 
perhaps, that the boss of the Colum- 
bia recordings turn out a pretty 
good disk under his own name. Sel- 
vin does more than that with the 
two foxes, ‘Secret of Dreams’ and 
‘A White House of Our Own,’ the 
latter a semi-topical ballad hooked 
up with the forthcoming inaugura- 
tion. Elmer Feldkamp tells all about 
it vocally. 





Hopkins-Haymes-Moten-Armstrong 

This is 100% stuff for the heated 
music addicts. Evenly divided on 
Vic and Col. Victor’s Bennie Moten’s 
orch from Kansas City proves that 
they’re there with ‘Lafayette’ and 
‘New Orleans.’ Beaucoup chaud. 
Ditto by and with Louis Armstrong, 
writing, vocalizing, trumpeteering 
and jazzing ‘You'll Wish You'd 
Never Been Born’ and ‘Hate to 
Leave You Now.’ Hot stuff for cold 
nights. 

Columbia’s 2739 has Joe Haymes’ 
‘Jazz Pie’ and ‘One Note Trumpet 
Player’ aggravating the indigo 
stratosphere, while Claude J. Hop- 
kins’ crew goes to town with ‘Cali- 
fornia, Here I Come,’ the old Jolson 
rack and ‘Look Who's Here’ (No. 


COMPROMISE ON ‘LAMP’ 


S-B Will Publish Jenkins’ Version, 
Latter Firm Getting Royalty 











Under a compromise deal worked 
out between Skapiro, Bernstein & 
Co., and the Jenkins Music Co., of 
Kansas City, the hillbilly lament, 
‘When It’s Lamp Lichtin’ Time in 
the Valley’, becomes the exclusive 
property of S-B. In return for tle‘ 


ber Shapiro has agreed to discard 
its own version of the song and pay 
Jenkins a royalty on every copy 
sold. 

After Jenkins had placed its 
‘Lamp Lightin’ Time’ ditty on the 
market, Shapiro-Bernstein came out 
with a number of the same title 
that it had had on the shelf since 
29. Jenkins’ version was authored 
by a trio known on_ southern 
radio stations as the Vagabonds. 
also recorded 
four years age carriei Joe Lyons 
and Sam C. Hart as its authors. 
She piro-Bernstein will cease print- 
ing the Lyons-Hart song and pub- 
lish the Jenkins version. 

Grant Egge, general manager for 
J. W. Jenkins, came on to New York 
last week to start injunction pro- 
ceedings against Shapiro-Bernstein 
but wound ap with an amicable ad- 
justment of the dispute. 


~~ 


Bismarck’s Floor Show 

Chicago, Feb. 13. 
When Art Kassel opens tomor- 
row (14) at the Bismarck hotel to 
which tavern he returns after six 
weeks on the road, a new policy 
will be inaugurated. For the first 

time Eitels will try a floor show. 
Ann Greenway will headline that 








department, 





Dressing to Scale 





The vaiet that an air orches- 
tra leader boasts of is the 
dresser from the Broadway 
picture house where the same 
maestro orce did a stretch in 
the pit. Servant is retained 
every Friday night to dress the 
conductor for his broadcast and 
then lingers to help him change 
to street clothes after the pro- 
gram. 

The valet is paid ihe union 
rate—$3 per session. 











BATTING A THOUSAND 


Harms’ Unbroken 1932-33 Produc- 
tion Music Record 








The Harms music pub firm is bat- 
ting 1.000 this season by grabbing 
the publication rights of every 


Broadway musica] so far, including 
the sole two ‘outside’ shows, “Take 
a Chance” and now the forthcoming 
‘Strike Me Pink.’ Latter, to be pub- 
lished by Elar Co. (the coined com- 
bination of Lew Brown and Ray 
Henderson’s first initials) was to 
have been distributed through De 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., as 
sole selling agent. Instead, Elar will 
have Harms in that capacity. 


‘Strike Me Pink,’ DeSylva & 
Schwab’s production, likewise was 
published by Harms. 

The breaking away of DeSylva, 
individually, and Brown & Hender- 
son from the music publishing firm 
bearing their name is cause for com- 
ment in Tin Pan Alley. DeSylva 
and B&H previously had split up 
as a writing team, but the trio is 
now divorced from the publishing 
firm bearing their names. Bobby 
Crawford is president of the firm. 

Crawford is reported interested 
in reuniting the trio for a Fox film 
production with the comeback of 
screen musicals later on. 


Sole other freelance production 
not regularly published by Harms 
was ‘Vanities,’ which that firm also 
garnered this year, and while the 
revue was a flop, its song, ‘My Dar- 
ling,’ has been plugged into the cur- 
rent No. 1 seller. 





Bernie, Lopez Look for 
World Fair Repeats 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 


Ben Bernie will pull out of the 
College Inn early in March, and on 
or about the same time his chief 
local competitor of the moment, 
Vincent Lopez, will scram from the 
Congress. Both will head eastward, 
with bookings to be determined. 

Bernie and Lopez are both ex- 
pected to return to Chicago about 
June 1, with the idea of running 
through the summer for World Fair 
patronage. Both College Inn and 
Congress are equipped with refrig- 
eration plants for comfort. 





Frisco Lido Burns 
San Francisco, Feb. 13. 


Fire gutted the Lido Cafe early - 


last Thursday (9), and razed en- 
tire dine-dance spot and hotel 
above. 

Three-alarm blaze destroyed not 
only all equipment and fixtures but 
many of musicians’ instruments in- 
cluding a fiddle described by its 
owner Joe Wright, as a genuine 
Stradivarius valued at $15,000. It 
was the first time Wright had ever 
left the violin out of his sight over 
night. Place being rebuilt. 


‘and card 





|}in Paris’ Montmartre. The royal 
‘bex in Zelli’s, Paris, however, is 
every location, but Ueberall has} 





!lette number. 








NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





Monte Carlo Casino | 


New York, Feb. 8. 
Ben Ueberall is back at his old {| 
spot on West 48th off Broadway, the | 
Everglades downstairs room, now | 
labeled the Monte Carlo Casino, the'! 
same intimate interior of 300 ca- 
pacity, but with a novelty getup. 


It’s the gambling house motif, hence 
the name, with roulette wheels, dice 
insignia the decorative 
scheme. With this is the added nov- 
elty of table-to-table French phones 
plus a couple of corner ‘royal boxes’ 
a la the Joe Zelli rue Chaptal idea 


specially designated a couple of cor- 
ner retreats as a showmanly cover- 
upper for rather remote points of 
vantage, 

With it, the show is inclined to 
the sportive in every degree, in- 
cluding the costumes as numerals 


adorn the rear of the sparsely 
dressed chorines for a human rou- 


Gaming aspects of the interior} 
are reflected in the general hotcha- 
cha of the Bobby Sanford show, 
with special material by Jean Her- 
bert and John Hancock, that should 
make this one of the town’s hot 
spots, particularly with the tourists. 
It’s the last word in sizzling inti- 
macy, with the undraped stuff leav- 
ing naught to the imagination, and 
the general can-can stuff certain of 
making this an out-of-town buyer's 
delight. 

The phone thing is more practical 
than Zelli’s, .s the switchboard girl 
can get outside numbers and every- 
thing. One patron tried to get the 
‘Bremen’ in midocean the other 
night only to be advised the boat 
had already docked in Bremer- 
haven. The practicability of out- 
side connections is a la the Brown 
Derby in Hollywood which, how- 
ever, doesn’t make possible one 
flirting with some table across the 
room. Ueberall, similar to the Zelli 
idea, has dice-like squares lighted 
up with large numerals to facilitate 
identification at a distance. Zelli’s 
system is self-dial, sans operator’s 
assistance. 

James Hall, from pictures, heads 
the show as pseudo bandleader and 
m.c., although he does more parad- 
ing around as greeter than stick 
waver. That’s a better idea. He 
paces the show okay, wearing in- 
formal] flannels while the rest of the 
performance is more formal when 
not in costume. Dorothy Dell (Miss 
Universe) heads the femme contin- 
gent. She’s a looker who’s permitted 
herself to pu. on flesh. 

Donald Burr, from ‘Walk a Little 
Faster,’ is the vocal specialist. Val 
Vestoff, ex-‘Vanities’ whirl-dancer; 
Medisca and Michael, dance team; 
Eleanor Arden (Miss Ohio); Ethel 
Allis, and Vito and Piri comprise 
the principals. There are 12 girls 
and nine showgirls. All wear more 
or less on occasion. Miss Allis is 
the personal number leader, ‘Congo’ 
ard ‘Voodoo’ permit for much Afri- 
cancan coochery. Usual nudes in 
between. 

The room has a lot of novelty and 
color, with a central switchboard 
controlling the very effective lights 
and color scheme. A giant roulette 
wheel, whirled for the finale, calls 
for four prizes to the correspond- 
ingly numbered tables. 

Capacity is 300, which will prove 
the best wedge for Ueberall in the 
competish against the big capacity 
no couvert cabaret - restaurants. 
Latter are 900-1,100 capacities and, | 
for the boys, doesn’t appeal as much 
as the _ softer-lighted, more nite 








couvert here either, but a $2.50 
minimum for the ringside table and 
$3 on week-ends. 


clubby Monte Carlo Casino. No gy > 
ass5¢ 





there’s no minimum, with a $1.50 


| Metaxa is featured with 


Off the ring ® 


and $2 table d’hote dinner obtai-- 
ing. 


Ueberall looks to have a winner, 
combining a novelty interior with a 
good floor show and names like Hall 
and the Miss Universe beaut. East- 
man-Kuhne did the novel decora- 
tions. Abel. 


EMBASSY CLUB 


New York, Feb. 11. 

Embassy is a snooty private club 
with an elaborate system of mem- 
bership election, etc., as part of the 
scheme to keep it ultra and exclu- 
sive. 

It features a night floor show 
that’s a well balanced entertainment 
and a good sample of divertissement 
for a patronage of this type. Georges 
romantic 
songs which the Roumanian impor- 
tee handles in very effective man- 
ner through an earnestness and 
showmanship that go big with the 
ladies. Metaxa didn’t do so well in 
Par pictures but was quite a clicker 
in ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ and in the 
more recent ‘Music in the Air.’ 

David and Dorothy Fitzgibbon, 
dancers out of ‘Walk a Little Fas- 
ter,” are a swell personality pair 
with very modern ballroom exhibi- 
tionism. The Loomis Sisters, Vir- 
ginia and Maxine, handle the vocal 
duets and Jane Vance, ether vocal- 
iste, accompanies with Harry Ros- 
enthal’s very danceable jazzique. 
Rosenthal’s smooth rhythmpation is 
of a type well primed for a discreet 
interior such as this. There's also 
a tango band, Don Carlos’ Argen- 
tinians. 

A bargain $1 luncheon is a builder- 
upper to get the femmes to bring 
‘em back late at night at $2 a head 
couvert. Admission is by member- 
ship card only. Abel. 


Two-Two-Club, Detroit 


Detroit, Feb. 10. 

This is one of the exclusive nite 
spots in this town. Operating be- 
hind closed doors for a _ private 
membership it shows what a public 
spot has for competition. 

Spot seats 450 people without any 
difficulty and offers a series of 
name attractions. Fritzie Scheff is 
in now and Russ Columbo just 
closed. Names are in addition toa 
regular floor show. 

Billy Kurth, local nite spot man- 
ager for 10 years and prior to that 
at the New Amsterdam Roof, New 
York, is the manager. Opening on 
the same show with Scheff is Wini 
Shaw. 

Show just closing is probably as 
fine a floor affair as this town will 
ever see for talent and names. Co- 
lumbo brought his orchestra here 
and that in addition to Jack Russell 
and his music from Chicago. Bands 
alternated. In addition, Ethel Nor- 
ris of legit musicals, and Margo do- 
ing a Spanish castenet dance. Romo 
Vincent as m.c. 

Romo Vincent as m. ec, deserves, 
commendable mention, Well known 
in Chicago, this is his first appear- 
ance here. With singing his main 
forte, he handles proceedings es 

* ee. 
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East 


Lenore Ulric to get a divorce 
from Sidney Blackmer, but has not 
decided when. 








Hugh O'Connell will stage ‘Sat- 
urday Night’ for W. A. Brady and 
play one of the leads. 





Gladys Walton Parliman, show 
girl, gets an order granting her $60 
a week permanent alimony, marked 
down from her demand for $250. 
Judge holds up his decision as to a 
divorce to go with it. She charged 
undue intimacy with Dorothy Brit- 
ton, another show girl. Parliman’'s 
lawyer says it means the alimony 
jail for his client, who's already 
paying alimony to his first wife. 





Muriel Young Hutchings asking 
temporary alimony pending trial of 
her divorce suit, in which she names 
Norma Taylor, who was formerly 
with Tex Guinan. John Hutchings 
is the dramatic coach. According 
to her story, he took up with Miss 
Taylor when the wife went to 
Loomis, N. Y. for health treatment. 
When she put on 45 pounds he told 
her he liked ‘em thinner. 





N. Y. Legislature considering a 
10% tax on all amusements, includ- 
ing roller skating and couvert 
charges. 





Announced that Marion Talley 
will return to concert stage and 
radio in the fall. NBC artists’ bu- 
reau will manage her. 





National theatre in W. 41st st. to 
be sold for the benefit of the U. S. 
Savings bank, which has foreclosed 
a mortgage. 





A. L. Erlanger Realty Corp. and 
Jos. and Alonzo Klaw, for all stock- 
holders suing Nick Schenck, David 
Bernstein and Arthur M. Loew as 
the Anchor Theatrical Corp. to com- 
pel them to pay $425,000 into the 
treasury of the Anchor Corp. As- 
serted that last May Anchor took 
over the lease of the Fox theatre, 
Washington, to pay the sum named 
and to relieve the Fox Co. from the 
payment of $200,000 annual rental. 
Now claimed to be a subterfuge to 
relieve Fox of the burden. 





Francesco X Sauchelli, known to 
theatrical people as a chiropractor, 
gets a $500 fine and suspended sen- 
tence for one year for practice of 
medicine without a license. Per- 
mitted to continue his chiropractice 
but not to diagnose or prescribe. 





N. Y. police. may follow Scotland 
Yard in using picture screens to 
advertise for fugitives. Picture and 
description is shown on most 





screens in Great Britain and often 
results in a capture. ‘> 
Rosa Ponselle, operatic diva, 


breaks the newspaper with the an- 
nouncement she is going to get her 
hair bobbed. Not a close crop, but 
a three-quarters, she explains. 





Nita Naldi back before referee in 
bankruptcy with pawn tickets to 
prove she’s broke. Fighting a fur- 
rier’s bill for a coat. Her address is 
Hotel Plaza. 





Arthur Hopkins admits he’s the 
author of ‘Conquest,’ which opens 
this week. 





Lenore Ulric ordered to pay addi- 
tional income tax. She deducted 
$7,075 in 1927 and $4,054 the follow- 
ing year for entertaining she con- 
tended was essential to the procur- 
ing of engagements. Tax appeal 
board could not see it in her light, 
so she'll have to come across. Tough 
part is she feels that some of the 
critics she entertained gave her 
poor reviews. 





Al Grossman, former manager of 
the Breakfast club, gets guilty and 
fine of $250. 





Francis Wilson, comic opera 
comedian, celebrated his 79th birth- 
day last week and says he’s feeling 
fine. 





Daughter, 16, of late Chauncey 
Olcott, plans a piano debut in Monte 
Carlo. 





George Jessel gives Norma Tal- 
madge the house in Palm Beach he 
purchased last fall. Deed recorded 
last week. 





Clerk of the raided Breakfast club 
astonishes court by testifying Alvin 
Grossman, alleged to own the club, 
threatened to have her put on the 
spot if she testified against him. 





Senator White and Judge Sykes, 
chairman of the F. R. C., to repre- 
sent this country at the Mexican 
radio conference to adjust wave 
lengths and other confusions. 


Ruth Gordon not to be in ‘Butter 
No Parsnips.’ 


Chas. Laughton has quit pictures 
and will stage produce Lionel Hale's 
‘A Naked Lady,’ in London. 











When Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt \goes 








off the air because of the approach 
ing inauguration, her daughter, Mrs. 
Anna R. Dall, will be available for 
approved air contracts, agencies are 
told. 





Atlantic City will resume beauty 
contests this fall, it is announced. 








Dorothy Emerson Smith, former 
showgirl and now an Orange (N. J.) 
matron, in $2,000 bail on her hus- 
band’s charges of turpitude. Says 
she misconducted herself with an 
unidentified man and permitted a 
taxi driver to embrace her in the 
presence of their daughter. 





Burlesque troupe at Parson's the- 
atre, Hartford, beats it in midweek 
on threat of state prosecutor to 
pinch the bunch for too tough a 
show. 





Paul D. Cravath of the Met. opera 
advises R. Fulton Cutting, of Met. 
opera realty, that the lease on the 
opera house, which expires May 31, 
will not be renewed unless there is a 
guarantee fund raised meanwhile. 
Met. had $1,100,000 to start the 30-31 
season with. Got a fund of $150,000 
last year, but that’s gone, too. Now 
wants $300,000 assured. 





Will of Kathryn Wilson, mother 
o. Mrs. Channing Pollock (Anna 
Marble), left her estate to ‘my 
friend, Mrs. Channing Pollock.’ Dis- 
liked to admit she was the mother 
because she passed for 65 instead 
of 80. 





Edward G. Robinson comes east, 
anticipating birth. Mrs. Robinson 
is the former Gladys Lloyd. 





Recently Fannie Todd Mitchell, 
who got a Reno divorce from Leon 
Leonidoff& and married Seymour 
Woolner, back with the ballet mas- 
ter because she contends the Reno 
divorce illegal. Now Woolner is 
suing her for divorce and Leonidoff 
for alienation. Latter has counter 
suit against the millionaire on the 
same grounds. 





Jury empaneled in General Ses- 
sions for the retrial of Sam Kaplan 
and 21 of his officers, accused of 
coercion. Case goes to hearing to- 
day (14). 





Chas. D. Coburn, actor-producer, 





in voluntary bankruptcy, Owes 
$35,984. Has $4 in bank, 
Mrs. Helen Vogel Stern, suing 


Mrs. Ruth Erlanger Nathan, of the. 
theatrical family, for $400,000 alien- 
ation of the affections of Allison L. 
8S. Stern, took a new turn last week 
when Mrs. Nathan applied for per- 
mission to examine Oliver Rice be- 
fore trial to determine whether Mrs. 
Stern was entitled to look to her 
spouse for the love and affection of 
which she claims she has been de- 
prived. Among other items, Mrs. 
Stern charges that Mrs. Nathan 
pulled Stern’s shirt-tail out at a 
dance. 





Jean Coventry daneer, awarded 
$50 a week temporary alimony 
pending the hearing of her divorce 
suit against Jack Stanley Morris. 
Morris has a cotinter suit for annul- 
ment. 





Samuel Hamilton, of Harlem, en- 
ters suit against Amos ‘n’ Andy to 
force them to discontinue broad- 
casts which hold him and all other 
Negro residents of that sector up to 
‘ridicule, shame, scorn, humiliation 
and degradation,’ he alleges. De- 
nied it a press stunt in connection 
with A & A appearance at Radio-* 
City. 





Application of a stockholder for 
bankruptcy receivers of New Jersey 
assets of Pararnount Publix denied. 
Newark judge holds assets in that 
State nominal and no bankruptcy 
receivers appointed in New York, 





Civic Players Guild to take B’way 
hits to the smaller towns. To keep 
out of cities where Shuberts and 
Theatre Guild have subscriptions, 
employing the same guarantee plan 
but one play a week, starting in 
March. 





Stir in Washington over the de- 
sire of Negroes to see ‘Green Pas- 
tures.’ Negroes are tacitly barred 
from the choice locations in theatre. 
Compromise, which did not satisfy 
anyone, was a Sunday night benefit 
(26) for the local lodge of Negro 
Elks with no segregation. Marc 
geal protests exclusion at any 
time, 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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members the previous night. 
Your Houses’ due in March 6. 





Oo. V. Johnson again business 
agent of Local 644, Picture Camera- 
men. Third term as representative 
of the N. Y. body and elected by a 
vote of 148 to 1. 





Florence Rogge, Roxy’s ballet 


! mistress since his Capitol days, re- 


veals she married Jan. 15. Groom 


is a Philadelphia realtor. 





Lily Pons is going to add two jazz 
songs to her concert rep, written for 
her by George Gershwin. 





Winthrop Ames loses his appeal 
to be permitted to deduct his Little 
Theatre losses from his income tax. 
He lost $504,372 and sought to de- 
duct $21,436. 





Pig in the window of the Pennsyl- 
vania drug store in the Astor hotel 
caused plenty of trouble Sat. S.P. 
C.A, man not only charged violation 
in exhibiting the pig, but asserted 
that there was a stick with nails in 
it on the floor of the window to pre- 
vent the porker from lying down. 
Store manager insisted the presence 
of the stick was accidental. In a 
struggle to retain possession of the 
stick the manager was pierced in 
the hand by the nail. In court the 
store people were found guilty, but 
sentence suspended. The pig will 
be sent back to Virginia to be 
turned into hams instead of adver- 
tising ham sandwiches. 





Amber Roobenian, Armenian, is 
suing Albert J. Weber, retired piano 
maker, for breach of promise. Said 
he became interested in her musical 
compositions and extended financial 
assistance and then proposed. When 
she assented, he became chilled. 
Counsel for Weber asked that the 
case be transferred to the Federal 
court, as 
this state. 





Old Roxy management playing 
hard on social end for its low- 
priced amusement. Lends the stage 
to the swank Emergency Exchange 
Association for a dance following 
the show next Friday (17) with 
dancing on the stage and refresh- 
ments in the employees’ cafeteria. 





Brotherton & Halle will stage 
‘Our Wife,’ comedy by Lyon Mear- 
son and Lillian Day. Cast to in- 
clude Ruth Gordon, Humphrey Bo- 
gart and Anna Held, Jr. 





John Golden will continue his 
commuter specials at the Royale, 
but the early curtain will rise Tues- 
days instead of Thursday. Latter is 
maid’s night out and the suburban- 
ites have to stay home with the 
babies, if any. 





John V. A. Weaver turning ‘The 
Command Performance’ into a mus- 
ical for Jack Waller. 





Frank Mandel writing a play and 
referring to himself as a reformed 
producer. Contends the writers get 
the money and the producers the 
headache, so takes his pen in hand. 





Wholesale price of cigarets cut to 
$5.50 thousand. Heading for a dime 
a pack. Grocery chain sells at that 
price with Schulte 11%c. 





Elizabeth Allen, English actress, 
landed Friday (10) after held up 
until the immigration inspectors de- 
cided whether or not she came un- 
der the classification of great. She 
was too modest to talk, but her hus- 
band convinced the inspectors that 
she was a real star. Going to 
Metro, 





Gladys Kimball, former vaude 
actress, in Yonkers, N. Y., jail last 
week when, according to her hus- 


_ band, Joseph C. Kimball, who is 


suing for divorce, she defied a Su- 
preme Court order giving him the 
custody of the three children and 
took them to her home in Long Is- 
land City. 





Senate passes bill prohibiting 
radio lotteries. One year or $1,000. 





‘June Moon" as a co-op tempo- 
rarily off. 





Boris Kaplan and Harold Stone 
will do ‘Hilda Cassidy,’ which was 
tried out a couple of years ago by 
W. A. Brady and Al Woods. 





Jealous wife caused a raid on the 
Maison Royal Sat. Found hubby 
was taking another women there, so 
she told. Five pinched and 125 
chased out, still thirsty. Police, not 





Theatre Guild shifts dates. 
‘American Dream’ will open Feb. 21 
instead of 20, with a preview for! 








feds. 





Harry Sherman, recently labor 
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contact man for Publix theatres, 
was elected pres of the M. P. Local 
306, receiving 530 votes against 350 
for Harry Mackler andi 93 for How- 
ard Paxton, the latter regarded as 
a Kaplan candidate. Chas. S. Thide, 
v.p.; George Reeves, recording sec., 
and Chas. Beckman, financial sec. 
Jam over treas. because Max Silver- 
man was inadvertently left off list 
of candidates. 





Mrs. Tillie Leblang Jasie, widow 
of the late Joe Leblang, who died 
April 17, 1931, filed an accounting 
of the estate with Surrogate Foley 
last week. She was so ordered by 
the court after William Kaufman 
complained he had not received 
$25,000 bequeathed to him by the 
ticket magnate. 

Accounting indicated that when 
Leblang died his enterprises were 
‘insolvent mostly because of realty 
depreciation. His life insurance 
policies totaled $632,071. Debts due 
him totaled $250,655, including $84,- 
491 owed by Lee Shubert. Major 
portion of the liabilities alleged to 
have been owed by Leblang to his 
own ticket projects—Public Service 
Ticket Office (cut rates) and the 
Joe Leblang Ticket Agency. As 
executric Mrs. Jasie said she had 
paid off $506,933 of the indebted- 
ness. 





Jimmy Durante tells an interview- 
er he’s been rusticating in Holly- 
wood. Wait until he gets back. 





‘Of Thee I Sing’ leaves Washing- 
ton, and Congress again has a 
quorum. 





Livingston Platt to do the scenic 
designs for ‘Hangman's Whip.’ 





Edith Evans, English actress who 
came over for ‘Evensong,’ going 
back home this week. 





Owen Davis, Jr., out of ‘Even- 
song,’ gets into ‘Saturday Night.’ 
Jane Wyatt hooked up with Judith 


Anderson, 
Coast 


Janet Reade, in ‘Tattle Tales’ at 
the Curran, Frisco, has announced 
,She contemplates divorce action 
‘against Walter Batchelor, N. Y. legit 
agent. 











Attempt at suicide with a gun al- 
legedly made by Dolores Shaffer, 
formerly known on the screen as 
Dolores Duncan, at her home in 
Marysville, Calif. Authorities said 
she was despondent because of the 
death of her husband. 





Boots Mallory has announced that 
because of incompatibility, she is 
planning a Mexican divorce from 
Charles Bennett, N. Y. agent and 
actor. 





Esther Ralston, returned to Hol- 
lywood from New York and London, 
has stated her intention of going 
back to England in the spring to 
continue picture work there. Will 
sell her Los Angeles real estate, she 
said, 





Thugs, employing a heavy club 
and a razor, broke two ribs and 
splintered the shoulder bone of Pat- 
ricia Regan, actress, and while she 
lay helpless they slashed her wrists. 
She is the wife of Joseph Francis 
Regan, convicted of murder in Los 
Angeles during a theatre holdup. 





Guy Pixler, former city examiner 
for motion picture projectionists, 
sentenced to pay $250 fine or serve 
125 days in jail. Pixler, indicted 
last December of accepting bribes 
to aid projectionists to pass their 
examination, was allowed 10 days 
to pay the -ine. 





George H. Bunny, actor, fined 
$150 by Judge Lowe of Glendale, 
Calif., when he pleaded guilty to a 
charge of drunken driving. 








Edward G. Robinson, actor, en! 
route to New York, to be with his 
wife, who is expecting the birth of 
a child about March 1, 





appear for trial, March 27, when the 
actor pleaded not guilty to charge 
of driving his car while intoxicated. 








William M. Conselman, writer, 
ihas filed a voluntary bankruptcy 
petition here with liabilities $67,687 
and assets $885. Similar petition! 
filed by Mrs. Conselman, who 
placed her obligations at the same 
figure as her husband. 








of making false statementg 
in his registry application 
alien viritor. a 





Charges of murder and drunk 
driving against Harold Menjo 
stepson of Adolphe Menjou, dis. 
missed by Superior Judge Charleg 
S. Burnell. Menjou was arrested 
last June when his car overturned, 
killing his gir! companion. 


Byron Morgan, writer, engaged 
an armed guard to escort his twe 
children to and from school. Action 
taken after one of the youngsters 
reported being followed by a car on 
the way home, 








Gordon Wesicott, actor, recover. 
ing from an eye injury, received 
when a blank cartridge exploded in 
his face. 





Victoria Vinton, dancer, has filea 
suit for $135,000 against Sam Gol. 
berg, producer. Miss Vinton al. 
leged that her rights to privacy 
were violated when Goldberg dis. 
played, without her consent, a semi. 
nude photograph of herself in the 
lobby of a theatre. 





Bill Sharples, radio m. c., injured 
when his automobile got out of con. 
trol and smashed into two parked 
cars in Hollywood. 





Judgment of $10,000 which Har. 
vey Gates, writer, won from Aimee 
Semple McPherson Hutton and J, 
Roy Stewart for services rendered 
on a proposed picture, has been up- 
held on appeal. 





Charles D. Thompson, § studio 
purchasing agent, booked at the 
Hollywood police station on suspi- 
cion of driving while drunk. 





Although he céntends that he is 
being framed, Sidney Blackmer, 
actor, has been booked by the L. A, 
police for alleged attacking a i1T7-« 
year-old girl. Blackmar is the hus- 
band of Lenore Ulric. 





Christie Film Co. filed a volun. 
tary bankruptcy petition in L. A, 
Superior court, listing liabilities at 
$530,478 and assets of $568,076. Of 
the assets, $562,804 is listed as open 
account debts due the company. 





Frank Atkinson, English actor, 
arrested and held under $2,000 bond, 
by L. A. Immigration Service au. 
thorities on charges of illegal entry 
into this country and over-staying 
a visitors’ permit. 





Mrs. Helen Knutson filed suit for 
divorce against Dewey LaVerne 
Knutson, actor, in L. A. Superior 
court. 





Arthur Shirley, picture producer, 
suing Lioyd K. Hillman and Hille 
man Auto Loan, Ltd., in L. A. Su- 
perior court, for recovery of 2,000 
feet of film valued at $25,000, com- 
plaining that the film was taken 
from his garage by the defendents 
or their agents. Defendents denied 
the assertion. 


Mid-West 


Prohibition officers raided the 
‘Show Boat Cafe,’ under its new 
name of ‘The Plantation,’ and 
pushed 50 customers out into the 
subzero Chicago night. Bernie Bell- 
fus and Harry Blum were arrested 
as the proprietors. 











Edward G. Fairchild, 42, manage 
ing editor of Dubuque ‘Telegraph- 
Herald,’ died in an auto accident. 
Son, 19, also killed. 





Harry Marinoff asked authorities 
to apprehend Mr. and Mrs. Dean 
Schooley, whom he charged with 
stealing all his theatrical wardrobe 
from the Wacker hotel, Chicago. 
Wardrobe and Schooleys disap- 
peared simultaneously. 





drew a 


Palace, Gary, Indiana, ‘ 
its 


bomb and $1,500 damages to 
lobby. Nothing new in Gary. 





Edward Quigley, 25, doorman at 
the Imperial, Chicago, captured two 
fleeing bandits who had held up the 
theatre. It was his third display of 
heroism, as once before, when box- 
office bandits visited the house, he 
pursued and captured, and again 
on a different occasion caused thé 
arrest of counterfeiters. 





Edward Beck, described as from 
Brookline, Mass., but known in Chi- 
cago as a cabaret producer, had to 
get police assistance in a Milwaukee 
hotel when his so-called Boston 
English grand opera promotion fell 
upon hardships. An irate chorus 
backed by other hungry performers 
had cornered their impresario and 
were pressing him on the subject, 
‘when do we eat?’ when Beck, in 
panic, called for police aid. 


He finally made the depot and @ 
Chicago-bound train under police 
escort. 





Monroe theatre, Chicago, was viS- 
ited by a lone bandit who scooped 
up $150 from Cashier Ann Grossman 
and scrammed. Several loiterers 





John Farrow, actor, indicted by 
a federal grand jury, L. A., on 


never suspected the crime commit- 
ted a few feet awav 
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Tm Telling You 
By Jack Osterman 


—_— 


BE- | 


A COLUMNIST WRITES 

TWEEN NAPS. 
Dear Editor 

Here it is Monday and I haven't 
acolumn. This business of staying 
up all night is tough. Can I help it 
if we cater to late cover charges? 
Know you will be happy to know 
that the Club Richman is still do- 
ing okay. Realize we go to press 
any minute so will fake a column 
for you and will trust to your 
friendship for the results. 

The Way It Sounded 

After listening to the first half of 
Jolson’s ‘Hallelujah, I'm a Bun,’ 
they mentioned the Central Park 
Casino so often we figured that Sid 
Solomon must have written the 
dialog. 

Continuity 

The other night we listened to a 
broadcast and heard this: ‘You can 
buy this car for $500. Everybody 
today can afford to buy a car. And 
now folks the band will play, 
‘Brother, Can You Spare a Dime.’ 

Advertisement 


Lux advertises if you wash stock- 
ings with their product, etc.,—34 
Days Without A Run. We know 
actors without Lux that have been 
34 years without a run. 


New Racket 


Last Sunday when we went up to 
Sing Sing we asked for Warden 
Lawes and was informed he was 
downtown broadcasting. It’s prob- 
ably getting so now that in order 
to become Warden you must have 
an audition from Ralph Wonders, 


Stage Struck 

Anatole Friedland, who has been 
laying off for five years, returned 
to the Loew’s State stage last week 
and lost his voice. 

Ostermania 

The Palace hasn’t changed its 
policy in the last 20 minutes...Lit- 
tle Jack Little and his wife he goes 
around with gave a swell birthday 
party to Lenny’ MHayton...We 
showed up because you can never 
tell when you'll need a Chesterfield 
-»-With all the other music pub- 
lishers complaining about business, 
Jack Mills goes to the West Indies 
»».Which gives you a rough idea 
what the Cotton Club songs can do 
---Dave Burns, the only American 
in the London company of ‘Dinner 
at Eight,’ writes us that it’s ‘ducky’ 
over there...Why is it they call 
every bartender Mario?...We told 
you ,Editor, we were going to fake 
a column...How are we doing? (Not 
so hot!—Ed.)...ARE YOU READ- 
ING? 





Drive For Books 


Mrs. S. L. Rothafel, head librarian 
for the Hospital for Joint Diseases 
in New York, is launching another 
drive for books. There are no re- 
strictions as to subject matter. 

Interested in this charity work for 
the past five years, Mrs. Rothafel 
heads a committee of 10 women who 
see that the patients obtain the 
reading matter they desire. They 
serve not only the institution with 
which they are affiliated, but other 
hospitals, as well. 

Books may be addressed to the 
library of the Hospital for Joint 
Diseases, 1919 Madison avenue, New 
York. 





Lincoln Hotel in Chain 


The Lincoln hotel is now under 
the direction of Reliance Property 
Management, Inc., which operates 
Delmonico’s and Ambassador in 
New York and the Ambassador in 
Atlantie City. 

With change in management, 
rates are cut to $3 single and $4 
double. 





MARRIAGES 


Josephine Dunn, screen actress, to 
Eugene J. Lewis, attorney, Great 
Neck, L. I., Jan. 6. It’s Miss Dunn’s 
third. 

Sylvia Nelson, of the roadshow 
‘Vanities,’ to Frederick R. Mann, 
non-pro, New York, Feb. 12. 

Zoe Hoffer, former showgirl, to 
George Nash Blatchford, New York, 
Dec. 29. Groom has been connected 
with Fox enterprises and is now 
treasurer of Fox Midwesco. 

Joe McKenna of Joe and Jane 
McKenna (vaude), and Topsy Lee, 
dancer, Jan. 23 in Baltimore. 

Florence Rogge to Jos. O. Dick- 
man, Jan. 15. She is ballet mis- 
tress at the RKO theatres. Bride- 
groom is non-pro. 











ALFALFA CASE ENDS 


Chin Foliage Decision in ‘Variety's’ 
Favor Affirmed on Appeal 
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in the ring. Sharkey constantly 
|urged him to show something. 
When Schaaf did let a left hook fly, 
, such blows were generally caught 
by Carnera's arms. If the thing 
,;Was not on the up and up there 


| nera by wide margins. 


| known to be a slow thinking fellow 


Final legal tap to Albert Hersh- | 


field’s suit against ‘Variety’ in con- 
nection with a printed comment on 
his chin foliage was delivered by 
the Appellate Division when it last 
week dismissed an appeal the car- 
toonist took from a verdict in the 
Supreme Court. Higher tribunal at 
the same time affirmed a judgment 
obtained against Hershfield cover- 
ing the costs of the trial. 

Appellate Division took the ac- 
tion on a motion made bz ‘Variety’ 
after Hershfield had failed to fol- 
low up the notice of appeal he en- 
tered Dec. 16. 

O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery rep- 
resented this paper. 


WALYU THE PREEM 
KAYOS ERNIE SCHAAF 


By JACK PULASKI 

When Primo Carnera, the hugest 
wop ever to contend for champion- 
ship honors, stopped Ernie Schaaf 
in the 13th round at Madison 
Square Garden last Friday (10) the 
kayo was witnessed by the largest 
crowd the arena has held for a box- 
ing show in years, 

What the draw really was seemed 
to be a puzzle and it just couldn’t 
be that so many people wanted to 
get a peek at the Preem’s enormous 
dogs. However it was a sell-out 
and the gate was $37,000 net at $3.30 
top. For the first time in the his- 
tory of the Garden extra rows were 
inserted just in back of the work- 


ing press and there were standees 
in all sections of the house. 

Sports writers for various rea- 
sons and angles panned the match 
plenty in advance and maybe that 
boomeranged into rousing the curi- 
osity of the fans. The scribes did 
not like the idea that the winner 
would fight Jack Sharkey for the 
title next summer because Sharkey 
‘owns’ a piece of Schaaf and a 
match between the champ and his 
stable-mate would be a boner and 
hardly draw expenses. 

Sharkey came forth with a state- 
ment that he would not fight 
Schaaf, win or lose against Carnera, 
whom Jack defeated last summer. 
Their next match may be better 
than it looks right now because 
Primo has improved further and he 
was favored 11 to 6 over Schaaf. 
The Sharkey-Carnera match is the 
Garden’s counter outdoors to Jack 
Dempsey’s show which will be head- 
ed by Schmeling and Baer. 

The fight writers were not in ac- 
cord again over the legitimacy of 
the Carnera-Schaaf contest and 
some were even more aggressive in 
their stories of the contest than the 
comment concerning the Canzoneri- 
Townsend affair. Either the boys 








‘are over-suspicious or they are 


right. 

Schaaf sank to the canvas after 
Primo landed a straight left jab 
that seemed to be a half shove. 
Ernie’s head slowly bowed down as 
he was counted out and he was ap- 
parently unconscious when his han- 
dlers—Sharkey and Johnnie Buck- 
ley—dragged him to the corner, 
They worked on him for several 
minutes unsuccessfully. 

A bunch of cops carried him out 
from the ring and he was then re- 
moved to the Polyclinic hospital 
where he was partially revived. X- 
rays were taken the next day to 
determine possible brain concussion. 
What caused the collapse was the 
thing that puzzled the sports writ- 
ers and the fans, Chances are that 
Schaaf took s0 many punches 


around the head that any tap to‘ 


the button was enough to stop him. 

Schaaf was in a semi-coma over 
the week-end but was reported bet- 
ter Monday. 

There is no question as to the 
beating Carnera administered. 
Primo landed a zillion lefts and 
when in close he socked to the body 
and those are the blows which prob- 
ably did more to undo Ernie than 
the head wallops. Most of the 
Preem’s high blows may be kickless 
but with the abnormal weight be- 
hind the body blows, something had 
to happen. 

Schaaf may have won one round 
and at least 10 rounds went to Car- 


Schaaf’s in- 
ability to get going was matched by 
his failure to get away from the 
man-mountain’s gloves. Ernie is 


seemed to be no reason why Schaaf 
should 


lacing as long as he did. 


Semi-final had the crowd in an 
uproar. Adolph Heuser, the Ger- 
man lightweight champ, defeated 
Harry Ebbetts. Match went the 10 
rounds but :‘t nearly ended in the 
second. Both men were knocked off 
their pins in the first. Ebbetts went 
down for an eight count in the sec- 
ond after taking a solid right smash. 
Both are two-fisted sluggers and 
the house liked the action much 
more than the main event. 

Papers carried advance squawks 
over the way the tickets were 
priced. Although $3.30 was applied 
to ringside, that was also the price 
in most of the arena sections, mak- 
ing half the capacity at one price. 
Ticket specs rather cleaned up and 
it was reported the general selling 
price was $10 per ticket. 

Friday (17) King Levinsky, who 
at least knocked Carnera off his 
pins out in Chicago, will top the 
card against Johnny Risko. The 
show looks better on paper than 
was last week’s set of bouts, 


CHI AUTO SHOW 417, 
BETTER AT LOW SCALE 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Possibly containing a lesson in 
what price means in terms of at- 
tendance, was the record hung up 
at the Coliseum last week by the 
annual Automobile Show. Despite 








have continued to take a! 


Hollywood Stands 


Brandstatter 


100%, Behind 


s New Restaurant 





MADAME SORE 


Actor Named L. A.’s Notorious Lady 
in Bankruptcy List 








Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Naming her as a creditor in a 
bankruptcy petition filed last week 
by an actor is said to have an- 
gered Hollywood's famous madame 
to the point where she is again 
threatening to publish her much 
discussed memoirs. 

Fact that actor brvuadcast in print 
that she had given him credit will 
hurt her busii.ess she claims, others 
demanding the same thing. 

Actor listed her in a _ previous 
bankruptcy suit, but later withdrew 


| the petition. 





PERCY ELKELES STUCK 
UP IN HOTEL SUITE 


A stick-up in a New York mid- 
town hotel happened at the Wel- 
lington Wednesday (8). Two burly 
tough uns knocked on the living- 
room door of the suite occupied by 
Percy Elkeles and his seriously ail- 
ing father. One carried a sawed-off 
shotgun and warned Elkeles to keep 
quiet. 

Elkeles, who conceived the mod- 
ern floor show for cabarets, was 
bound and his mouin taped. A vis- 
itor who was talking to his helpless 
father was called in and stripped of 
his jewelry, also being tied up. The 
bandits got $220 cash from Elkeles. 
They were plainly disappointed in 
the haul and it was also evident 
that the men had been tipped off as 








hard times, gross from gate admis- 
sions was 41% better than 1932, 

Admission was 55 cents this year, 
the lowest to date, Last year it was 
75 cents. 





BILL LENDS A HAND 


Bill Robinson, in a visit to Night 
Court in New York last week, 
handed $1 to every vagrant who 
walked out with a suspended sen- 
tence, 

The charitable evening cost the 
colored dancer $94. 


to the conditions within the Elkeles 
suite, since they made no effort to 
talk to or molest the ill Elkeles, sr. 
One of the first moves of the stick- 
ups was to cut the phone wires, and 
when they departed, one took an 





ovearcoat, leaving his own. Idea 
was to change his appearance, 
Elkeles believes that a former 
employe put the finger on him. 
Young Elkeles has been in constant 
attendance on his father for the 
past eight months, rarely leaving 
the hotel and then only for a short 





while. 





Coast Fite Game in Doldrums 





Little More Than Peanut Now for a Shiner 
or Cauliflower Ear 





Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

Prize fight racket has dropped to 
its lowest ebb on the coast. Big 
clubs in both Los Angeles and San 
Francisco consider themselves lucky 
if they can draw $4,000 for a good 
ecard. Fighters are knocking each 
other silly for ‘coffee’ and money. 
Main-eventers are important guys 
when they can collect $200 for a 10- 
round battle. Preliminary boys are 
down to $5 and $10 a bout at most 
of the clubs. 

Hollywood Legion, one-time ace 
money-maker of American fight 
clubs, is averaging a $1,500 weekly 
gate. Olympic club here, largest on 
the coast, hits tops of $4,500 for hit 
fortnightly shows. 

Last week the Pancho-Herman 
battle at the Olympic, with both 
popular here, drew $1,200. With 37% 
going to the main-eventers, prelims 
got what was left, with the house 
using gallons of red ink to audit the 
fight. Jackie Fields and Babe Her- 
man at Dreamland, San Francisco, 
did a colossal $700 two weeks ago. 
At San Diego last week, Fields and 
Murdock drew $2,000. 





' 


Natural Turns Pale 
Smaller clubs at Pasadena, Wilm- 
ington, Fresno, Bakersfield and 
Stockton are starving to death, get- 
ting rarely over $200 for their 
weekly cards. Arizemendi and Bell, 


’former pride of the Mexicans, got a 


two-week bally on their Frisco fight. 
It looked like a natural on paper, 
but the promoter, when he counted 
up, had just $2,000 in the till. 

State Athletic Commission is con- 
sidering ways of cancelling the per- 
mits of some of the small clubs, 
hoping that fewer in the field will 
help the game generally. 

Locally, with the exception of 





Sunday, there is a fight within 30 





minutes’ ride of the downtown sec- 
tion every night in the week. All 
play to black hunger. 








Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
That Hollywood has a heart was 
demonstrated with the opening of 
Sardi’s restaurant by Eddie Brand- 
statter last week. Former operator 
of the Montmartre and Embassy 


club, who had experienced difficul- 
ties, found that his old-time friends 
through helping finance the estab- 
lishment as well as getting him out 
of his legal entanglements had not 
forgotten him. 

To help matters along, owners of 
office buildings around the Vine 
street sector sent notices to their 
clients that it was not often that 
they endorsed any particular busi- 
ness, but they wanted their tenants 
to know that Brandstatter had made 
a brave comeback fight and should 
be supported in his new adventure, 
Broadway department store oppo- 
site the eatery announced to some 
300 women attending a fashion show 
in the establishment on the open- 
ing day that a better show was on 
across the street, where a special 
luncheon was being served at the 
Sardi plant. 

This is the first time that Hol- 
lywood has co-operated 100% plus 
on the opening of a feed emporium, 


Rugby Gets Stronghold 
With the Studio Mobs; 
Game Liked on Coast 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Same English picture crowd which 
tried to put cricket over last sum- 
mer is now attempting to revive 
amateur rugby, with somewhat more 
success than was shown the tea- 
time game, 


With two teams playing at West- 
wood Saturdays, the game, because 
of its similarity to American foot- 
ball, is getting a play from some 
of the film mob outside the English 
contingent. 

Since organizing the sport here 
teams have also been formed in 
Pasadena, Oakland and in San 
Francisco, while Stanford Univer- 
sity, the last college in the country 
to discard the English sport, has 
also revived the game, 

Hinterlanders are also attracted 
to the games played here, realizing 
that for four bits they can get a 
lamp at a few celebs in the grand- 
stand seats. Even if there happens 
to be no film names in the spec- 
tators’ seats that day they are sure 
of seeing Boris (Frankenstein) Kar- 
loff running up and down the field 
as a linesman. 

In the teams are some of the 
coast football favs and also some 
of the lesser film lights, but mainly 
they are composed of Britishers who 
once played the game at school. 
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On the Rereen 
Ronald COLMAN | 
in “CYNARA”’ 
= Kay Francis 


On 8 
coL. STOOPNAGLE rt BUDD, REX 
WEBER, BRITTON BROS. & ‘BAND 
Others 
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On Stage 
ED WYNN in Person 
& Cast of 50 in Complete Musical Revue 
BWAy “THE LAUGH PARADE” 


“AP ito: = 


eae and 
No BEER?” 
Barbara Stanwyck in oLadies They Talk About’’ 








BIRTHS | 


| 


Mr. and Mrs. George Brown, '! 
daughter, Jan. 20, in the New York | 
Maternity hospital. Father is 


a 
song writer on the Shapiro, Bern- | 
stein staff. Mother was DeDett» | 
Lee in legit. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Cunning- 
ham, svn, Long Beach, Cal., Feb. 11. 
Father a dance director. Mother is | 
professionally known as Doris | 
Loomer. | 

Mr. and Mrs. 
home in New Orleans, 
is leader at Loew’s State 


a son. Father 


Joe Fulco, - their | 
there. 


RKO 86 th ST. vex ave | 
« LEX. AVE 
Wed. to Fri., Feb. 15 to 17 
TWO FEATURES | 
BORIS KARLOFF | 
“HE LEARNED ABOUT 


| RKO wel vee BROADWay 
‘The MUMMY’ 
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BETTER SHOW ct RKO! 
RKO PALACE 2,':7 


ot 47th 
NEW POLICY 
Feature Pictures Exclusively! 


‘STATE FAIR’ 


with Janet Gaynor, Will Rogers 
Lew Ayres, Sally Eilers 


9:30 a.m.-! p.m. 25¢. (Mon. to Fri.) 






















in “THE MUMMY” 


WOMEN” 
with STUART ERWIN 





with BORIS KARLOFF 
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Broadway 


Max Magnus looking the town 
over. 

Monte Proser back at work, and 
seriously. 

Herb Marks expects it to happen 
next month. 

3oshke Antheil off to Nice and 
hubby George. 

Albert Deane getting his manu- 
scripts around. 

Jimmy Cannon dropped 20 pounds 
of fat overboard. 

Julia Gwin anxious for another 
trip to Hollywood. 

The J. J. Murdocks, Sr., are in 
Miami for two weeks. 

Roxy well enough to stage poker 
get-togethers at his home. 

James Hood Mac¥Farland taking it 
easy at the estate out in Great Neck. 

Al Jolson's picture will be tagged 
‘Hallelujah, I'm a Tramp’ in Eng- 
land. 

Benjamin Sonnenberg, Park ave- 
nue exploiteer, to Miami for winter 
vacash. 





Marty Herman has walked out on | 
Broadway again. Aboard a world- | 


cruise liner. 

Al Gottlieb and his brother have 
joined forces for publicity purposes 
on their own. 

They threw a farewell party with 
pretzels and all at Rialto when Pub- 
lix closed it down. 

Criterion on Broadway is again a 
herald for the Paramount across the 
street. Crit is dark. 

Special matinee this afternoon of 
"Yoshe Kalb’ at Yiddish Art the- 
atre for Actors Fund. 

Sign men had a _ teugh time 
changing those cloth banners in the 
high wind tast Thursday. 

Bob Howard, formerly at the 
Times Square, now in the box office 
at Madison Square Garden. 

Herman Shumlin attended the 
opera at Met first time Saturday, 
witnessing ‘Emperor Jones.’ 

Jack Linder is the first indie 
booker to muscle into space in 
the Palace theatre building. 

Give 5 stars to Irene Thierer and 
her husband, Zack Freedman. They 
will shortly have the increase. 

Daniel Frohman sat through the 
mat of the Am. Academy of Dra- 
matic Art, but it was in his own 
theatre. 

Jack Berle, Milton’s brother, is 
with Kronheim Continental men’s 
clothier, which is bankrolled by 
Tony Cazoneri. 

Hurry up store in the Mayfcir 
building selling Victor and Colum- 
bia records for 8 cents each. New 
discs, but out of date. 

Ted Green, talent scout, is giving 
auditions before attempting to sell 
film prospects, last of which was 
Allan Livingston, taken by Fox. 

Almost every joint now forced to 
put in bars or liquid facilities. Sev- 
eral spots going closed door because 
of the drinking restaurant vogue. 

Purely accidental that the May- 
fair theatre has a fight picture 
teamed up with ‘They Just Had to 
Get Married’ as an extra attraction. 

Al Boasberg opines ‘Topaze’ 
(toupees) is dedicated to Conrad 
Nagel, Bing Crosby and George 
(Nat) Burns, whose thatches are 
notoriously thin. 

Dorothy De Perez, dancer, recov- 
ering in Glens Falls, N. Y., hospital 
from injuries during her act at the 
Rialto there when she fell through 
a glass box prop. 

Next Sat’s Mayfair will feature 
femme boxers, for which occasion 
the snooty Ritz supper club has 


been renamed the Mayfair Social | 


and Benevolent A. C. 

An angle of the Coward-Lunts 
opening that seems to have been 
overlooked is that there were as 
many prominent people sitting in 
the first balcony that night as down- 
stairs. 

All Broadway and points east and 
south, at the Charlie Morrison- 
Danny Winkler offices housewarm- 
ing last week. Now ensconsed on 
the second floor of the Park Cen- 
tral hotel. 

Walter Winchell left yesterday 
(13) for Miami Beach, where his 
wife and daughter were hit by the 
flu shortly after arriving at the 
Roney Plaza Hotel there. Winchell 
expects to be back in New York by 
Sunday (19). 

A great error committed in re- 
porting that the several silver ser- 
vices in the dining room of the 
Roxy quarters in the Radio City 
Music Hall are. sterling. Silver 
plated instead. You have to see the 
joint to get the idea, 

Central Park West has become the 
rendezvous of idle musicians. Saxo- 
phonists, banjoists, ete., constantly 
parade that side of the park singly, 
in pairs, or in groups, playing for 
throw money. Not forgetting the 
good old German bands. 

Sidney Skolsky, ‘News’ columnist, 
and Lorenz Hart, lyricist of the pic- 
ture, both appear in a flash scene in 
‘Hallelujah I’m a Bum!’ the Jolson 
picture at the Rivoli, and get snick- 
ers on their own every performance 
from those who recognize the two 
diminutive Broadwaryites. 


Grace Menken has assumed charge 


of the Peggy Fears shop on Madi- 
son avenue. Lucinda Reichenbach 
formerly ran the shop, but Lucinda 
has gone to Majorca, off the coast 
otf Spain, where people hear the 
living is cheap, but other people say 
the island is overrun by bargain 
hunters after cheap living. Wilda 
Bennett is also a partneress. 

irma Goldberg, Rube'’s headache, 





eT Sn ae eG aca 


gave a costume party for all girls 
at her New York home the other 
day. Rube is in Florida. Irma in- 
vited 45 girls and 65 appeared. Four 
were dressed as the Marx Bros. and 
delivered to the 75th St. residence 
of the Goldbergs in an open truck 
on the coldest day of last week. All 
the gals agreed they had a time. 

In the Radio City Music Hall, 
where even the page boys as well 
as the ushers have their own little 
ecards alongside identification the 
ecard for the operator of one of the 
elevators claimed the youth was Mr. 
Bamberger. Asked whether of the 
Newark Bambergers or the Syra- 
cuse Bambergers the boy said he 
had never been that curious about 
his family history. 








The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 





Dutch composer, L. Smit, married 
this week to Miss L. de Vries. 

Dutch actor, Hein Harms, 70 years 
old this week; usual festivities. 
Fritz Hirsch Operetta Co. ended 
short visit in Holland, touring Ger- 
many now. . 
In Amsterdam this week simulta- 
neous Holland premieres in Cinema 
Royal and Corso Cinema of M-G’s 
‘Hell Divers.’ 
Holland has now 550,000 radio 
fans with own receiving sets or 
with wired wireless. This means 1 
in 69 inhabitants. 
Ihe Hague to get a new cinema 
in one of the cheaper residential 
resorts. Another novelty for this 
city is a cemetery for animals. Am- 
sterdam has one already. 
All Holland on skates, for first 
time in three winters; cold spell 
now already lasting a fortnight and 
all places of entertainment empty. 
Even at the football match between 
Holland and Switzerland in Am- 
sterdam Stadium, which otherwise is 
full up for such _ international 
matches. 
Mengelberg, conductor of Con- 
certgebouw orchestra, not yet re- 
covered from his attack of flu, which 
is raging over Holland. Conse- 
quently he cannot conduct during 
Wagner Festival in Holland, and 
Erich Kleiber, conductor of State 
Opera in Berlin (who has also been 
successful in America), will take his 
baton up. 
Foreign talent here includes this 
week: German star Moissi, with 
company, at Hague in Princess the- 
atre; ‘Ghosts,’ by Ibsen. French 
troupe headed by Jack Daroy pro- 
duced three French plays here, 
shorts, one by Sacha Guitry, ‘Fran- 
coise. German ensemble headed by 
Kurt Joos gave premiere in Hague 
of dancing drama, ‘Der gruene 
Tisch.” Another German troupe in 
Amsterdam with Leopoldine Kon- 
stantin in ‘Der Schatten.’ In con- 
cert halls: French pianist, Robert 
Casadesus; Polish pianist, Henryk 
Sztompka; Swiss pianist, Walter 
Rehberg, and Hungarian violinist, 
Yelli d’Aranyi. Dajos Bel and his 
boys in Carlton Hotel Amsterdam, 
also broadcasting for Dutch AVRO 
for radio fans. 


, Montreal 


, Llewellyn T. Kellie improvisario- 
ing. 

Loew's cut week-end prices dime 
to 65c. 

Four men arrested digging up 
municipal golf greens for hidden 
treasure. 

Tom Monahan, convalescing Ste 
Agathe, works up p.a.-ing for hotels. 
Austin Cross out of hosp. 

‘Made in Canada’ (8-18) with 
three orchestras and 35¢c admish 
diverting fans from movies supper 
shows. 

French Operetta Society applying 
for charter placing organization on 
non-commercial basis. Playing fif- 
teen week season at His Majesty’s. 

For 12 months to June 30 last, 
$94,692.51 was paid in amusement 
tax on movies in this city, which 
is 75 per cent of money paid in 
whole province. 

Vaude bills in neighborhoods on 
Sundays, “orbidden by judgment of 
lower court, resisted by theatre 
owners by writ of prohibition in 
Superior Court. Houses petitioning 
are Amherst and Granada. 

Outlook is that prohibition of 
minors under 16 from picture houses 
will be maintained in this province, 
despite intensive campaign by ex- 
hibitors. Premier Taschereau re- 
cently told anti-organization that 
he had not changed his mind in the 
matter. 

Total of 89 cases against cabarets 
for giving theatrical entertainments 
after midnite, and allowing dancing 
on Sundays thrown out of court 
and definitely ended, Tuesday (7), 
leaving nite life in this city in statu 
quo. Establishments involved in- 
cluded Chez Maurice, Frolics, Grand 











Gardens, Lion D'Or, Kit-Kat, and 
Moonlight Gardens. Action is re- 
garded as end of campaign initiated 
just before Christmas by director 
Dufresne of the police department 





| London 





Sir George Dance left £157,000. 

Sudden glut of trapeze acts over 
here. 

30b Ripa off to Copenhagen for a 
month, 

Ernest Remnant down with kid- 
ney trouble. 

The Ann Todd-Harold Warrender 
engagement off. 

‘Cynara’ goes to the Carlton after 
‘Sign of the Cross.’ 

Hiiton Sisters (Siamese Twins) to 
tour their own unit. 

Anny Ahlers back in ‘The Du- 
| barry’ following flu. 
| Jame Bannister Howard going 
(lwough bankruptcy. 

London Pavilion cancelling return 
dates to several acts. 

Ralph Lynn's home raided with 
$3,000 valuables missing. 


Ernest Fredman no longer man- 
aging editor of the ‘Referee.’ 

Lee Donn off to Casino, Monte 
Carlo, at 1,000 francs per day. 

Not one act of the last Olympia 
circus bill received a return date. 

Muriel Angelus and John Stuart, 
film stars, wed in London, Feb. 1. 

Monseigneur Restaurant now has 
a snack bar, just to be in the fash- 
ion. 

Hyams boys complaining about 
business, so it must be in a bad 
way. 
Georgie Harris around again after 
eight weeks layoff with fractured 
knee. 

John Murray Anderson still con- 
fident he will produce ‘Ballerina’ 
soon. 

Teddy Brown ready to fight Gen- 
eral Theatres’ intention to slice his 
salary. 

Cambridge public library banned 
Shaw's ‘The Black Girl in Search 
of God.’ 

Charles Withers likely to star in 
a British film; depends on test be- 
ing made. 

Press notices very mixed follow- 
ing ‘Sign of the Cross’ opening at 
the Carlton. 

Percy Athos likely to produce next 
continuous revue at the Prince of 
Wales’ theatre. 

F. C. Lumley in for a few days to 
line up some novelties for the Pa- 
vilion, Glasgow. 

Cardini thrives on 72 cigarets on 
his Pavilion opening, doing without 
lunch or dinner. 

Ernest Thesiger wants Somerset 
Maugham to write in a part for him 
in his new play. 

Lord Rothermere quietly visiting 
Gaumont-British studios to see a 
film being made. 

Louis Goldstein served with writ 
by Lucien Samett for claim of 
money advanced. 

Seymour Hicks to appear in a 
romantic farce, ‘It’s You I Want’ 
at Daly’s, Feb. 21. 

John Murray Anderson to stage 
one of the presentations at Leices- 
ter Square theatre. 

George Black not too pleased with 
Will Hays for using up printer’s ink 
in the trade papers. 

Lion M. Lion’s lease of the Gar- 
rick theatre expires in April and is 
not likely to be renewed. 

Screen Golfing society still benev- 
olent to the Kit-Cat to the advan- 
tage of Gaumont-British. 

Jack Slate (Slate Prothers) around 
with a cut eye, the Palladium stage 
door hitting back at him. 

Jimmy Bryson has withdrawn his 
portable hot-dog stands from the 
West End, after a short flop. 

George Grossmith just back from 
Paris after having finished London 
Film Company’s ‘Girl from Maxim.’ 

Tom Walls starting work on 
Lonsdale’s ‘Never Come Back,’ his 
first picture under new contract 
with G-B. 

Walter Bentley’s new 2,000 deluxe 
seater at Eastbourne practically fin- 
ished, with Bentley now after a site 
in Brighton. 

Frances Dean and Gordon Wal- 
lace teamed in new act, produced by 
Fred Leslie and booked at Ciro’s 
for one month. 

Hilton Sisters create a sensation 
at the Ring, when spectators more 
concerned in watching the girls 
than the fights. 

Now that United Artists no longer 
connected with Dominion theatre, 
likely Gaumont-British will become 
more amenable, 

Franz Steininger in hospital with 
stomach trouble, with Sonny Miller 
as regular caller, and both compos- 
ing songs there. 

George Black badly wants Ted 
Ray for next ‘Crazy Season’ at the 
Pavilion, but previous contracts 
likely to prevail. 

Sopa, the tortoise and oldest in- 
habitant at the London Zoo, suc- 
cumbed to flu; believed to be close 
on 200 years old, 

Anton Dolin complains the new 








Coliseum vaudeville show contains 
| too much dancing. He should know, 
| being in the show. 

Violet Melnotte reading new com- 
'edy, which proved so funny she 





could not finish it, with her maid 
having to do so for her. 

Question worrying a number of 
film men is: Who is going to be the 
next president of the Kinemato- 
graph Renting society? 

Fay Compton engaged by Julian 
Wylie for stellar role in new musi- 
cal following the run of the ‘Dick 
Whittington’ pantomime. 

Despite mixed press, ‘Sign of the 
Cross,’ at Carlton doing turn-away 
business, with Earl St. John con- 
fident of eight weeks’ run. 

Martinus Poulsen discussing his 
intending trip to America with Len 
Urry to discover talent for the Cafe 
de Paris and Cafe Anglais. 

Betty Davis deplores she lost a 
good act by the marriage of Betty 
Warren to Lawrence Wright. Feels 
it’s a case of compensation. 

Blumenfeld, son of managing di- 
rector of the ‘Daily Express,’ be- 
hind Newsreel theatre being con- 
structed in Victoria Station. 

A. E. Abrahams’ idea of an- 
nouncing Pavilion’s forthcoming at- 
tractions on fireproof curtain ta- 
booed by the London County Coun- 
cil, 

Report from Brighton anent the 
opening of the Lloyd Family act is 
it’s the best English combination 
ever, with special rave about Alice 
Lloyd. 

British International Pictures giv- 
ing test-out to ‘Letting in the Sun- 
shine,’ their latest, at hideaway pic- 
ture theatre, and everybody satisfied 
with the result. 

Dennis Noble to be operated for 
internal trouble, and will be out of 
‘The One Girl,’ Joe Sachs’ musical, 
for eight weeks. Show opening 
Hippodrome, Feb. 22. 

Newsboys around Piccadilly Cir- 
cus complain about $40 is owing 
them from several American acts 
recently here, getting papers ‘on the 
cuff.’ A good bit of it for ‘Variety.’ 

Only one who profited by the re- 
cent Coliseum stage fight between 
Arthur Fear and Charles Mayhew 
was a chorus boy in the show who 
telephoned the story to the ‘Daily 
Express’ and got a check for 25 
guineas. 

John Ramsay Nicholl, professor 
of literature at London University, 
sailing in September to succeed Pro- 
fessor George Baker as head of 
drama department at Yale. The of- 
fer was the outcome of a recent lec- 
ture tour in the U. S. by Nicholl. 








Pasadena 


Ralph Freud has added jig saw 
manufacturing as side line to stage 
duties. 

Harry Billheimer finds the burg 
quiet after stage managing Olsen 
and Johnson. 

Jean Harlow over with Jack Run- 
yon, advertising man. Donald Cook 
at the same supper. 

Jean Inness, formerly of Broad- 
way and stock, directing and troup- 
ing with the Theatre League’s sec- 
ond road show. 

Claudette Colbert nabbed by 32 
autograph scalpers as she went 
through. Tom Mix peeked through 
a car window and ducked. 

Victor Jory burned over local 
drama reviever’s cracks about him 
for his role in a play last year. It 
was printed months later when 
show was revived with another 
cast. . 

Gilmor Brown of the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse announces 
Sylvia Sidney in ‘Liliom’ and is 
swamped with calls from name 
thespians who want to play in the 
show for nothing. 

Neil Hamilton pedalled his bike 
over two rows of foothills to get 
here to visit H. O. Comstock, man- 
ager of the Hotel Vista del Arroyo, 
sponsors of the city’s newest and 
only hot-cha spot. 

Norman Krasna fell for a ruse 
and saw the second production of 
his foregoing satire on Hollywood 
press agentry. He failed to show 
up on the first night of last year’s 
production, leaving a flock of guests 
high and wide with good seats. 








By Ben Prout 





Lid still on. 

Joe McKee to Palm Beach. 

Grant Rice taking pictures. 

Roman Pools cuts admission. 
Business picking up. 

Martin J. Malone, owner of Roman 
Pools has gone North. 

Cantor-Jessel road show here for 
two days, Feb. 15-16. Complete sell 
out, 

The handle at the Hialeah track 
is 21 per cent greater this year than 
for the same period last. 

Embassy club giving buffet sup- 
per, including water, ale and com- 
plete show Sundays for $3.50 each. 
Biz light. 

Golfers beginning to breeze in for 
the annual four ball tournament. 
Tom Kerrigan, Johnny Farrell and 
Walter Hagen among the early ar- 





rivals. 


Hollywood 


Helen Shipman here on spec, 
Edith Fitzgerald making a i 
trip to Europe, <<. 
Moss Hart's 
here for a visit. 


Nate Dobson in from New y 
for several weeks. — 


Local daily critics getting billing 
on Fox-West Coast trailers, 


Richard Bennett back at Par after 
a long siege with flu-pneumonia. 

Moss Hart working on his new 
Music Box show nights and Sun. 
days. 

Believe it or not, Joan Blondel! ig 
assistant chief of police of Fresno, 
Calif. 

Arthur Johnston has a collection 
of every song written by Irving 
Berlin. 

Laurence Stallings bemoaning the 
fact that this is a mild winter in 
the east. 

Larry Hart back at his former 
Beverly Hills place and has sent 
for his mother. 

Reginald Mason, actor, bruised 
when struck by an automobile ig 
front of his home. 

Eve Green, 26, and Zelda Sears, 
60, are one of Hollywood's youngest. 
oldest writing team. 

Dubs at Lakeside feel pretty good 
these days. Bobby Jones took an 82 
on his first round there. 

Lowell Sherman planning to take 
a long vacation somewhere but 
can't decide on the spot. 

Larry Hart has leased Norman 
Kerry's home and figuring on some 
sort of a house warming. 

Henry Victor and wife have ree 
turned to Europe, where actor was 
formerly on contract with Ufa. 

Cary Grant went to the hospital 
for a minor operation. An ex- 
acrobat, he couldn't take _ thpse 
falls. 

‘Buy American’ campaign has hit 
local orchestras. One gagster claims 
they are now eliminating all French 
horns. : 

Tubby Garron brought back a lot 
of orders for Famous Music and a 
swell case of flu from his north- 
ern trip. 

Elaine Wilmont, sec to Richard 
Dix, burned on her right arm while 
putting out a fire in the player's 
dressing room. 

Gene Fowler burning because the 
other writers at Paramount insist 
on calling him ‘Eugene,’ which after 
all is his right name. 

David Hillman, local p.a., breaks 
into ‘Strike Me Pink,’ new DeSylva- 
Brown show with a sketch, ‘The 
Menken Suicide Case.’ 

Dave Gould, N. Y. dance director, 
and Alf Goulding, Vitaphone shorts 
megger, in from the east. Gould 
on spec, Goulding on a vacash. 

Mrs. Ernest B. Schoedsack, who 
accompanied her husband to Pal- 
estine, has returned. Schoedsack 
is remaining filming Arabian stuff 
for a Radio picture. 

Grover Jones threw a wild duck 
dinner last Monday. Pals present 
said the ducks were tame, but that 
Jones told them a few scenario plots 
to make them wild. 

Manny Seff getting atmosphere 
for ‘Police Surgeon’ walked smack 
dab into an autopsy at the morgue 
the other day. He quit writing for 
the remainder of the day. 

Special symphony concert by the 
Philharmonic orchestra with Alfred 
Newman conducting, postponed un- 
til Feb. 15, because someone forgot 
the auditorium was rented on the 
original date. 





brother, Bernard, 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Biz picking up at Bainbridge dra- 
matic stock house. 

‘Ingenues’ leaving Hotel Radissona 
night club after long engagement. 

‘Varmlanningarna,’ Swedish film, 
breaking records at World theatre, 
foreign talkie house. 

New York attorneys, representing 
receivers, here to attempt to adjust 
circuit leases in St. Paul. 

Lot’ Breese and band out of St. 
Paul Paramount, again leaving town 
sans stage entertainment. 

M-G-M product going into loop 
15c third-run, grind houses for first 
time, a surprise development. 

Randy Merriman, former Minne- 
sota theatre assistant manager, an 
the Oakley Brothers opening a new 
night club, ‘Ballyhoo.’ 

Clarice Granville, 12-year old local 
youngster, recruited by Paul Ash 
to pad out running time, stopped 
every show at Orpheum last week. 

Aster theatre having ‘revival 
week’ with seven of 10 pictures 
chosen by Merle Potter, ‘Journal 
drama editor, as year’s best for 
daily change. 

Members of University of Minne- 
sota dramatic organization, thé 
Masquers, impersonated movie stars 
as special stage feature at Publix 
Uptown theatre. 

When Publix dismissed ‘all’ doors 
men as economy move, ‘Big Boy 
Blake, considered ace of outfit be- 
cause of his ‘spieling’ ability, was 
retained at Lyric. 

Local critic, John Alden, in ‘Tri- 
bune,’ expressed peeve becaus® 
Publix home office cancelled ‘She 
Done Him Wrong,’ booking at (e"- 





tury as ‘too hot for town.’ 
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Loop 


Texas Guinan indisposed. 

Howard Neumiller growing mus- 
tache. 

Mike Cavanaugh managing ‘Cav- 
alcade.’ 

Francis X. Bushman in town for 
yadio auditions. 

Ea Fisher left ‘Radio Guide’ edi- 
torship Saturday. 

Charles Baron here ahead of ‘Hal- 
lelujah, 'm a Bum.’ 

E. W. Carson of Topeka’s chau- 
tauqua agency in town. 

Ed Levin is a phonophile. Spent 
20 for high-brow records. 

Leslie Atlass, CBS nabob, back 
from sustaining in Florida. 

Four Kings start April 12 on an 
NBC series for Thompson Products. 

Charles Gambrill after a fortnight 
with Consolidated agency (new) is 





out. 
‘Tribune’ sponsoring jigsaw puz- 
gle with its comic cartoon charac- 


ters. 

Edward Brice’s contemplated 
dramatic stock for Sheboygan, Wis., 
is cold. 


Coke-sniffers report that a the- 
atre in the loop will be named after 
Paul Ash. 

Jane Froman and Don Ross left 
to take up permanent sojourn in 
Manhattan. 

Schallman Bros. booking Atlantic 
and Midwest for Schoenstadt with 
Sunday vaude. 

Al Kvale, back from a year in 
Sunical, now heading a dance combo 
at Terrace Gardens. 

Great States second run in Bloom- 
ington, the Majestic, cut to 25 eents 
and solved its deficit. 

Kay Davison back in town after 
two years in east singing from 
Granada over WBBM. 

Will Lawo Players will lay off in 
Memphis and reorganize for a sec- 
end try at the Lyceum there. 

Wayne King’s first recording for 
Brunswick was ‘Blue Danube’ and 
*‘Capriee Viennois,’ made locally. 

Icelandic feast at the Tavern club 
announced in Arctic vernacular by 
Secretary Charles Collins, “Trib’s’ 
dramatic ed. 

Ernest Hemingway, the novelist, 
went to Oak Park High School and 
was considered a sissy, according to 
school] mates. 

Neal Schaffner opened a dramatic 
stock at Clinton, Iowa, while C. D. 
Perucchi was closing one at 
Charleston, 8S. C. 

Harry Balaban’s Windsor theatre 


boasts of having the very latest 


projection equipment and the only 
one of its kind in town. 

Christy Obrecht starts rehearsals 
for a February opening in Minne- 
apolis and will go under canvas for 
a summer rep season May 15. 

Eddie Saunders and Harry Ross- 
nagle handling ducats until March 
8 for annual Golden Gloves boxing 
tournament, big amateur event here. 

Ann Greenway, Donna and Dar- 
rell, Jean and Joan, Frieda Sullivan 
on the inaugural floor show at Bis- 
marck hotel with Art Kassel’s re- 
turn. 

It amuses the town that Mary 
Garden and Chic Sale will be com- 
peting headliners next week be- 
tween the Chicago and Palace the- 
atres. 

While bound for the depot and 
New York Peggy Stanton, of Stan- 
ton and Dolores, was injured dur- 
ing the blizzard in a taxi accident. 
Several stitches. 

Bobbe Arnst told Jess Krueger, 
Hearst reporter, that Johnny Weiss- 
muller couldn’t tell sincerity from 
flattery. ‘The movies got him—and 
he couldn't take it,’ said Bobbe. 

After 27 years in the same build- 
ing, and probably the oldest estab- 
lished theatrical agency in Chicago, 
Milo Bennett moved into new quar- 
ters at 32 W. Randolph last week. 

Barnstorming exploitation junket 
on behalf of ‘42d Street’ will arrive 
from Hollywood Feb. 28. Guy Lom- 
bardo and Hal Kemp discs played 
on the special train at its various 
stops ties in Columbia phonograph 
co-operation here. 

Henry Voegeli contemptuously 
crossed Balaban & Katz off the pop 
concert list at Orchestra hall be- 
cause there weren’t enough high 
brows to guarantee at least 30 tick- 
etc. B&K music lovers, led by Dave 
Lipton, offered to take 12 tickets 
regularly, but Orehestra hall wasn’t 
even impressed. 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





John O’Malley, vet Oakland mu- 
6ician, passed away. 

Bill Zwissig and his appendix 
have parted company. 

Gordon Allen out as Educational 
salesman with Ed now under Fox 
banner. 

F&M sending up line of gals who 
will hoof at Warfield and Oakland 
Orpheum for three weeks or longer. 

Glen Rice taking his Beverly Hill 
Billies back south after having 
played about everything in north- 
ern California. 

Vincent Leahy, head of his own 
ad agency, hopped Hollwood-ward 
in search of an outstanding comic 
for possible radio programs. 

Eddie Peabody and wife have 
temporarily deserted their River-’ 


side ranch so Eddie can do his 
Wednesday night NBC programs 
here. 

Last year RCA made thousand 
super-radios at $1,000 apiece, con- 
tacting all nation’s wealthy for sales. 
Only set owned locally purchased by 
an apartment house janitor. 

Janet Reade playing in ‘Tattle 
Tales’ at Curran, claimed surprise 
when Winchell said her husband, 
Walter Batchelor, N.Y. theatrical 
manager, was divorcing her. 

Strain of expectancy was too 
much for Paul Spier, who almost 
collapsed after handing out cigars 
in honor of Junior born last Tues- 
day and weighing eight pounds. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 


Sarah Truax in readings on mod- 
ern drama. 

‘Cavalcade’ penciled for Metro- 
politan Feb. 24, road show, setup. 

Eddie Peabedy lands NBC con- 
tract from S. F. on Safeway Stores 
commercial. 

Several ‘halls’ with ten-cent dane- 
ing—for the whole evening—getting 
oke trade, young and elderly, too. 

Rev. Father Hubbard, the ‘glacier 
priest’ of Alaska, here showing pic- 
tures of northern glacial wilds, at 
the Civic aude. 

State (J. Danz) going burlesque 
next week, using Harris shows, 
similar to burlesque wheel of seven 
houses in Ca/if. 

John Hamrick spoke against the 
proposed state sales tax at Olym- 
pia before the legislative commit- 
tee, and advocated a general 1 or 
2% sales tax. 

F. J. McFarland, ex-circus agent, 
now with p. a. department of Pio- 
neer Athletic club, promoting week- 
ly wrestling cards, Johnny Nor- 
then, p. a. boss. 

J. M. Hone, sec. and mer. of Al- 
lied Amusements of Northwest, de- 
clared to legislative committee that 
10% state tax on theatres would 
close many more houses and be un- 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 











Tris Speaker, now manager of the 
Kansas City Blues. 

27th annual motor show started 
Feb. 11. Admission cut to 40 cents. 

Mary Wigman was a guest of 
the University Women’s Club this 
week. 

Red Nichols and band, tooting at 
the Muehlesach. June Rae, doing 
the crooning. 

Pla-More Ballroom, Kansas City’s 
million dolar dance hall, now shoot- 
ing for two-for-a-quarter, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

Shubert will reopen Feb. 19 with 
‘The Cat and the Fiddle.” As an 
experiment, top price will be $2, 
lowest price for a musical here in 
years. 

Buddy Rogers, Kansas City’s own, 
at the Mainstreet next week and 
manager Lawrence Lehman arrang- 
ing numerous parties and special 
evenings for him. It will be one 
busy week for Buddy. 

Picture critics and picture mana- 
gers were all het up this week 
when they were tipped off that 
Greta Garbo was at one of the 
hotels, incog. A hasty tour of the 
hotels was made only to find the 
‘gal’ in question was one of the 
Mary Wigman dancers. She sure 
looked the part. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 


_—-—_— 


Leo Gaffney, dramatic editor for 
Sunday ‘Advertiser,’ expecting the 
blessed event. 

Paul Whiteman smilingly looking 
over a record crowd to greet him in 
Symphony Hall. 

Though State has banned the 
Stan Willis boxing girls act, two 
local houses showed them—in the 
newsreel, 

Francesca Braggiotti «Mrz. John 
Davis Lodge, Hollywood, Par films) 
sponsored two-piano ‘team’ concert 
by Mario Braggiotti and Jacques 
Fray in Jordan Hall $th. 

Roland Pray’s remembering his 
theatre cashier with his $30,000 es- 
tate because she nursed him in his 
illness, the talk of the night among 
the hopeful Cinderellas in local box 
offices. 

Prosperity initialed S.R.O. for the 
musical events—first, Efrem Zim- 





balist, then yesterday afternoon 
Paderewski, and last night Paul 
Whiteman, each jamming Sym- 
phony hall. 


Ed Ryan hired Al Somerby to 
touch up the burleycues coming to 
the ola Howard, which reopens next 
week after being shut by the cen- 
sors. First will be ‘Scrambled Legs. 
Four roadshows will be followed by 





burlesque stock. 








Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pu'len 





Charles Wagner here from New 
York to promote series of pop- 
priced concerts at Public Hall. 

Eddie Sindelar bought Herbie 
Miller and three other partners out 
of his Cotton Club and is now sole 
owner. 

Phil Selznick, nitery owner, re- 
ported to be dickering for Marc 


Bernard's Club, where burley Iaid , 


an egg. 

Bob McLaughlin going to New 
York to shag up cast for his new 
stock company at Ohio around 


| March 5 or 12. 


Sammy Kleinman, stage-hand, 


| broke both legs and ribs in 25-foot 


fall back-stage while hoisting 
‘Show Boat’ scenery. 

George Fox, now company man- 
ager for F-M unit, ‘Irene,’ return- 
ing to become Robert McLaughlin's 
right-hand man again. 

William Kent walked out of 
‘Show Boat,” so James Swift, his 
under-study took over his role dur- 
ing run at Loew’s State. 

Sid Stein opening new night spot 
at Colonial Hotel Feb. 20. Sammy 
Levin also trying out a nitery called 
the Dungeon in Hotel Sterling. 

‘Cavalcade,’ opening at Ohio Feb. 
16, was first ballyhooed as having 
a $1 top, but advertised scale now 
makes it $1.65, causing kick-backs. 

Lyman pianist in Kay 
Kyser’s band back at Golden Pheas- 
ant, passing out traditional cigars. 
It’s a girl. Ray Grumney, fiddler 
with Kyser, also became father of 
son the same week. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Jerry Leary joined the benedicts 
last week. 

Latest Saturday Night Club fs at 
Hotel Schenley at $1 per person. 

George Jaffe leaving for his an- 
nual winter vacation in Hot Springs. 

The Joe Feldmans, fed up with 
apartment life, scouting for a home. 

Christy Wilbert and Bill Zeilor 
home again after a motor trip to 
the coast. 

Bill Bishop and Waddy Watson 
both in town beating the drums for 
‘Rasputin.’ 

Tony Covato, drummer at Plaza 
cafe, has dropped 54 pounds, but not 
from drumming. 

Don Stitt, former banjoist, has 
turned theatre manager, Victoria, 
McKeesport for WB. 

Clarence Grundish, former film 
crick for the ‘Sun-Tele,’ still trying 
te make a connection. 

Dave Broudy picked up a week's 
work with the augmented pit crew 
necessary for ‘Melody.’ 

Patsy Maloney, the John Ma- 
loneys’ pride, will get her M.A. de- 
gree from Duquesne In June. 

Friends here tickled with news 
that Chickie Moss landed first in a 
recent Whiteman air audition. 

Another 160% eut for ‘Sun-Tele,’ 
Hearst @aily, and WCAE, Hearst 
radio station. Third in a year. 

Ben Serkowich making the news- 
paper rounds ahead of “The Big 
Drive,’ booked for run at Fulton. 

Bill Barron’s knee still bounces 
out occasionally from a football in- 
jury he had at Penn 10 years ago. 

Johnny Harris’ European budget 
depleted somewhat by transatlantic 
phone calls from Naples and Cairo. 

Olive and <Amdur, Pittsburgh 
daneing couple, at the Rainbow 
— of the Hotel Carter in Cleve- 

nda. 

Variety Club tossed a farewell 
party Satdee nite for Max Cohen, 
who’s returning to Universal head- 
quarters in N.Y. 

The Lew Josephs are moving from 
the Fairfax to the Schenley Arms, 
where Bill Farren, former KDKA 
sports reeler, is house manager. 

Charlie Danver, ‘Post-Gazette’ 
eolumnist, finds Tuesday the worst 
business day for local nite clubs. 
Owners say six other days are just 


as bad. 


By Sidney Burton 


Menuhin im first Buffalo appear- 
ance at Consistory Monday to ex- 
cellent takings. 

Proposed stock season at Court 
street by Rupert Labelle out due to 
lack of sponsorship. 

*Cavaleade’ current at Erlanger 
at $1 top drew uniform raves from 
the critics. Getting fine high-hat 
trade. 

With Lafayette and Hipp double 
featuring first runs at 25c, Century 
this week went to triple feature bill 
at same price, 

Morton Downey and Barbara 
Bennett in town over week end vis- 
iting Father Ferger, godfather of 
the new Downey heir. 

Studio Theatre Players present- 
ing ‘Escape’ this week at former 











named ‘The Play- 


vamped and 


house.’ 

Report from Washington that Ed 
Wynn will head third national radio 
network partially confirmed by 
Wynn here. Detroit tycoons back 
of plan. 


Herbert H. Howell, president ra- 
dio station WEBR, ordered by City 
Court to surrender household fur- 
nishings to his wife following sep- 
aration and replevin action by her. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 








Mark Chestney to N. Y. for con- 
cert. 

Channing Pollock in for lecture at 
Yale (8). 

WB exchange on a Sat. aft. a 
madhouse. 

Myra Hess 
Thurs. (16). 

Club Germain sporting Sat. -nite 
floor show now. 

A packed Woolsey Hall gave Pa- 
derewski a royal welcome. 

Harry Grinnell opens Club Colon- 
nade with a radio art’ °* nite. 

Tito Schipa Wools all recital 
postponed to Feb. 21, aue to tenor’s 
recent op. 

Jack Sanmon and Wes Griffith 
worked ali nite to set knockout 
lobby display on ‘42d St.” 


Toronto 


Martinez duo to the Savarin. 

Jean Carr back te the home-town 
with ‘Sally.’ 

Doug McRae will wed the drawl- 
ing Mabel Best of Washington. 

Gord Sinclair clinked at Tia 
Juana as an ‘alien under observa- 
tion.’ 

Jack (Imperial) Arthur taking 
time off to produce the annual 
Junior League show. 

Mary Morely back to the home- 
town for that Jacques Cartier pro- 
gram. She'll be his accompanist. 

Despite rumors, Roly (‘Daily 
Star’) Young will continue to con- 
duct that stage and screen column. 

Male sports writers fuming at 
appointment of Alexandrine (‘Daily 
Star’) Gibb as only femme associate 
sports editor on any Canadian rag. 

In answer to Winchell piracy 
claims, Frank (‘Are You Listening’) 
Chamberlain says he was writing 
‘Notes to a Blonde Stenographer’ 
nineteen years ago and has a scrap- 
book te prove it. He admits that 
he’s never had a blonde stenog- 
rapher. 


into Sprague Hall 











Winnipeg 


By Matt Corbett 





Madame Onegin gets big welcome 
in the Celebrity Concert series. 

Tivoli and Osborne, which, how- 
ever, are in right districts, are 
cleaning up on British pictures; 
rarely run anything else. 

Dennison Thornton, cinema critic 
of the ‘Mirror,’ to start new critical 
mag. A monthly. Will use N. B. 
Zimmerman on theatres. 

Bill Moore sending Wpg. vaude 
acts to Saskatoon. Routes Jimmy 
Fisher there, and the Stacey Sis- 
ters, both hign lights of local vaude. 

Arthur Cohen, J. J. Fitzgibbons, 
of F. P., and Haskell Masters and 
Leo Devaney, of RKO, all here last 
week. H. M. Thomas takes them 
to coast, 

On ‘Variety’ finding ‘the dialect’s 
the thing’ on radio, Cliff McNeill 
eriticized local dialectians, and 
found only twe good on the air: 
Ernie Holden, as ‘Abie,’ and Graham 
Rattray as ‘Ebony,’ hebe and black- 


St. Paul 


By Walt Raschick 
Bob Rydeen, Garrick manager, 














Gayety (burlesque house) now re- 


now a pappy to an 8 Ib. $ oz. baby 
gal. 


Paul FP. Sauer, 61, member of Min- 
nesota State Band, dies after two 


Ed Furni, manager, Duluth 
Lyceum, in town for three days 
gabbing with the boys. 

Fifi Dorsay takes a bow at the 
auto show, with City Commissioner 
Milt Rosen acting as gratis m. c. 

Louis, Morris and George Gold- 
man, boothmen, receiving condol- 
ences upon the death of their father. 

Paul Specht and band plays one 
night (11) at the Radisson, Min- 
neapolis, following his St. Paul auto 
show week. 

V. Smeader, former assistant 
manager at the Riviera, goes to Na- 
tional Screen Service, Minneaolis. 
H. W. Kadrie, ex-usher, in at 
Smeader’s post. 

Publix ousts switchboard, replaces 
it with pay stations in all theatres, 
with Det McSherry and Lillian 
Walsh, 12-year employees, reputedly 
joining jobless army. 


| weeks iliness. 





Worcester 


By Paul W. Larkin 





Capitol threw a party for Tele- 
gram -Gazette newsies with ‘Nagana’ 
featured. 

Elmer R. Daniels of the Capitol 


spent last week in a hospital, a 
grippe victim. 
‘Hits and Bits’ from Fanchon & 


Marco unit going over big on WORC 
programs weekly. 

‘Peg Leg’ Bates left the Fanchon 
& Marco unit last week and hopped 
to Boston for an engagement. 

Though theatre managers are 
having their troubles, Jack Me- 
Grath, rasslin’ impresario, isn’t hav- 
ing any difficulty in packing Me- 
chanics Hall with his weekly shows. 

Censorship has been so severe re- 
cently that the Warner this week is 
billing ‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ as 
‘uncensored.’ And the words ‘It’s 
Uncensored’ appear in type that 
can’t be missed. 

Frequent reference to the daflies 
is needed to keep up with what’s 
going on. The Capitol last week 
started its new show on Thursday, 
with a couple sticking to Friday, 
some opening on Saturday and 
others splitting the week. 

Colored band from Hub played 
here week ago surrounded by ver- 
tible cordon of police. Musicians 
were witnesses to slaying of ‘King’ 
Solomon in Boston Cotton Club. 
Coppers had hunch there might be 
some action. False alarm. 

Chester Gaylord, whose vocaliz- 
ing with Len Joy’s orchestra won 
him quite a following, will be heard 
on a New network com- 
mercial beginning Feb. 15. Ruby 
Newman’s orchestra will do the ac- 
companying. The program will 
originate in Boston. Chet’s still 
announcing for WTAG. 

WTAG was granted an increase 
in daily power from 250 to 500 watts 
by the Federal commission last 
week. A few days later WORC, the 
city’s only other station, was denied 
the facilities of three New York 
City and a New Jersey station. The 
commission said Worcester and 
vicinity now received good service. 
Facilities of WCDA, WMSG, WBNX 
and WAWZ were sought. 

Two additional complaints were 
sworn out against Joseph S. Shea, 
owner of the Worcester theatre, last 
week. The theatre closed recently 
after two weeks of stock, and sev- 
eral employees filed action for their 
pay when Joseph refused to keep 
an engagement with them. Joseph 
has been among the missing since 
the summons was issued. The new 
complainants are Everett A. Hil- 
dreth, who directed the advertising 
for the shows, and John Walsh, a 
fireman. Stage hands were the first 
to holler. 

Never in its history has Worces- 
ter had such low-priced entertain- 
ment, yet it’s been many a day since 
there was a lineup at the box office 
that caused undue excitement. Of 
the four first-run houses, the War- 
ner alone has kept a top price of 
four bits. All are down to 25 cent 
top matinees. The Capitol (Publix) 
is getting 40 cents at night, while 
the Poli Elm Street and Poli Palace 
are down to 35 cents at night. The 
first three offer double film features, 
while the Palace houses a Fanchon 
& Marco unit weekly, with one pic- 
ture. The Plymouth, which appears 
to be getting most of the biz, gives 
the customers two second runs, a 
comedy, news reel, organ recital, 
vocalist, and occasionally a short or 
two, for a top of two bits at night. 


Washington 


By Don Craig 








Pete Brandt installed pres. Nat. 
Press club. 

Fred Shawn and Dan Russell new 
NBC announcers. 

Alfredo Salmugegt staging 
men’ at Auditorium. 

Columbia switches to only Mon- 
day openings in town: 

Eddie Carrier in town for Loew 
part in inaugural parade. 

Ted Church to N. Y¥. and Philly 
for CBS press conferences. 

Co ional set swamping Na- 
tional for Tallulah Bankhead, Daddy 
is Rep. 

National yanks ads out of ‘News’ 
following the printing of letters 
squawking about ticket speculation. 

Steve Cochran ballyhooing open- 
fing nite of ‘Counzellor-at-Law’ at 
National as testimonial to L. Stod- 
dard Taylor, manager for 28 years 
of Belasco, opposition Shutert 
house now dark. 


‘Care 





Denver 


Wayne Ball and Robt. Garland, 
Col. mgr. and salesman, in N, M, 
selling. 

‘Cavalvade’ will roadshow at the 
Aladdin, uptown second-run. 65¢ 
to $1.50. 

‘Post’ is exploiting the two-hour 
visit Feb. 23 of the ‘Forty-Second 
Street’ special. 

Purlesque out at the Empress, 
second run picture house. Vaude in 
with weekly changes. 

Jack Krum now salesman for the 
Race Night game for theatres, and 


(Continued on page 64) 
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BURLESQUE 





Tuesday, February 14, — 








Hungry Hartford Troupe, Stranded 
When State's Atty. Threatens Pinch 


Hartford, Conn., Feb. 13. 
Between non-payment of salaries 
and when the state’s attorney who 


would not stand for obscenity 
stepped in, burlesque stepped out of 
Hartford. Burlesque, which has 


writhed across the footboards for 
six weeks at Parson’s theatre, trod 
by the greatest legit stars for 35 
years, made its exit when the state’s 
attorney’s office threatened to arrest 
all those connected with the current 
production if any more perform- 
ances were given. 

Acting after local police had ig- 
nored complaints made by several 
representative citizens, State’s At- 
torney Hugh M. Alcorn sent County 
Detective E. J. Hickey to the the- 
atre after issuing a warning of his 
intentions to close the show. De- 
tective prepared to halt the sched- 
uled matinee performance and 
transport the troupe to the county 
court building, but when he ap- 
peared the ‘matinee today’ sign had 
disappeared and patrons were 
turned away at the box office. 


The troupe, which had appeared 
here under the auspices of George 
Katz of New York, who had rented 
the house from the receivers of Shu- 
bert Theatres, left for New York by 
bus the day before, it was said. He 
had made arrangements when it 
appeared that the entire troupe, who 
had not been paid in a week, would 
be stranded here. 

The ‘representative citizens’ had 
complained that the show was ob- 
ecene, and under a local act the at- 
torney took action. The girls the 
previous night in a group had vis- 
ited the local police precinct com- 
plaining that salaries were not 
forthcoming. 

No Eats 

‘Katz had better come and take 
eare of his kittens,’ one of the cho- 
rines averred backstage before the 
matinee. Several of the girls ad- 
mitted they had eaten nothing but 
sandwiches for days, but they were 
more or less philosophical. The 
cast included 50 odd men and wo- 
men, some of whom complained 
that salaries had not been paid in 
two weeks. 

The troupe had played here for 
six weeks to fairly good attendance 
at the beginning, but biz fell off to- 
ward the end. Announcement was 
made that the show would close last 
Saturday, but later augmented by 
the report that burlesque would re- 
turn to this city for three days a 
week. 

Same group operating in Hart- 
ford placed burlesque into New 
Haven, but closed after a scant two 
weeks in which complaints and lack 
of attendance was the cause. 


Empire Wheel 


Week February 13 
Ha-Cha—Empire, Newark. 
en Legs—lIrving Place, 
ork 
Speed and Sparkle—Star, Brooklyn. 
Tempters—Trocadero, Philadelphia. 
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RKO STATE-LAKE 
CHICAGO 


“THE VAMPIRE BAT’ 


With LIONEL ATWILL 
Fay Wray—Melvyn Douglas 
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Chatter 
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is in Wyo. and Neb., talking to ex- 
hibs. 

A. M. Beatty, of the International 
Projector Corporation, made a so- 
cial and business visit with Jap 
Morgan of the Nat. Theatre Supply. 
Harry Stearn, formerly a United 
Artists manager in Salt Lake, is 
selling for the Capitol Film ex- 
change here. 

The cold weather is keeping out- 
of-town exhibs away from film row, 
and only three were seen the past 
week: Ed Anderson, Pueblo; Ever- 
ett Cole, Alamosa, and C. B. Ben- 
nett, Idaho Springs. 


Rochester 


By Don Record 


Rumor that RKO Palace will 
close. 

‘Cavalcade’ at $1 in at the Regent 
indef. 

‘Vanities’. plays three days in- 
stead of two at the Lyceum. 

RKO Temple is only downtown 
house consistently in the black. 
Manager Hattie Lutt of the Ly- 
ceum recovering after flu and pneu- 
monia, 

Mrs. W. W. Risley, wife of the 
manager of the Temple, back from 
California. 

Manager Harold Raives to remain 
at the Regent though given word to 
move to New York. 

Manager Jay Golden of the Palace 
back at his desk after long siege 
with arm infection in Genesee Hos- 
pital. 

Harvey Southgate, editorial writer 
for the ‘D. & C.,’ becomes father of 
a daughter, making Editor A. C. 
Ross a granddad. 

Publix shift sends Manager Irwin 
Solomon of the Century to New York. 
Harry Royster will manage the 
house with John J. O’Neill as aid. 


Milwaukee 
By Frank J. Miller 


‘Sign of the Cross’ clicked at the 
Wisconsin, 

‘Beggar on Horseback’ next Wis- 
consin Players’ show for five per- 
formances, starting Feb. 21. 

‘Friday and Saturday Bookings’ 
was the subject of talks by A. A. 
Gutenberg and George Fisher at a 
meeting of County Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. 

Biggest piece of first-class mail 
ever sent out of Milwaukee post- 
office, a five by seven postcard, 
weighing 20 pounds and requiring 
$9.63 postage, sent by Warner the- 
atre to James Cagney. Bore signa- 
tures of several thousand Warner 
patrons. 

Directors of Wisconsin Associa- 
tion of State Fairs are planning op- 
position to Governor Schmedeman’s 
plan for the elimination of Wiscon- 
sin fairs during 1933. Governor 
holds that state cannot afford to 
make fair appropriations this year. 




















Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





George F. Schott easing at Miami. 

Billy Croucher did advance on 
‘Cavalcade.’ 

Joe Standish was in with ‘Ras- 
putin and Empress.’ 

Danny McNatt has_ succeeded 
Clarence Bell as mgr. of the Strand. 

The ‘Post’ staging jigsaw tourna- 
ment with $100 merchandise order 
as first prize. 

Influential group of towners plan- 
ning to raise $40,000 guaranty fund 
for season of opera at Zoo next 
summer. 

Exactly a year after Bill Hastings 
underwent operation for hernia, his 
dad went on table for same thing, 
and is getting along oke. 

Cliff Boyd, Albee mer., received 
his two weeks’ notice; he’ll be re- 
placed by Clem Pope, who will also 
carry on as city manager for RKO. 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 








Adna Avery opening a new the- 
atre in Blackwell, Okla. 

‘Sign of the Cross’ booked by Cri- 
terion theatre for Feb. 10. 

John Shoeppel, manager Midwest 




















NEE EE Ewe 








INSTITUTION of INTERNATIONALE 


eshoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Callahan’s Try Has 
A Chance If Clean, 
But Not Too Clean 


Syracuse, Feb. 13. 

Ritz is under a new burlesque 
policy installed by Emmett Calla- 
han of New York. Ann Corio, who 
Callahan personally manages, is 
stripping this week. 

Despite a two-day slap from the 
weather, the new policy returned a 
profit for the first week. House is 
scaled at 15-25 matinees, and 25-40 
at night. Three performances daily. 

Company includes a line of 16 and 
about the same number of princi- 
pals and specialty people. If the 
management can keep it clean 
enough for the masculine patronage, 
the policy has a chance, 

Callahan is in by an arrangement 
with Nathan L. Robbins, lessee. 
Latter tried films, vaude and vaud- 
film. 








theatre, on sick list the past three 
weeks. Russel Taylor officiating. 
Proposed bill introduced in the 
Oklahoma legislature, if passed, 
will tax billboards 5c a square foot. 
Ted Mack and his band of 17 mu- 
sicians, from the Pacific coast, 
opened an indefinite engagement at 


‘the Skirvin hotel roof garden Fri- 


day. 





Albany 


By Henry Retonda 





Film row is staging a dinner 
dance at the Palms March 3. 

Harold Whisper, MGM _ shipper, 
and Helen Firlik were married re- 
cently. 

RKO Proctor, Troy house, drops 
vaudeville, operating only with dou- 
ble features. 

Warner Bros. has leased the en- 
tire building in which the Albany, 
second-run, is located. 

Harmanus Bleecker Hall has re- 
duced admission nights from 50 to 
40c and daily from 35 to 25c. Le- 
land also reduced prices from 35 to 
25c nights and 25 to 20c daily, and 
returned to double features with 
weekly changes. 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 








Franklin Winnie is a pappy. 

The Warner club rooms inaugu- 
rated. 

Rena Garrity recovers from an 
attack of flu. 

Ed Kapinski looks forward to 
warmer weather. 

Henry Needles makes the tour of 
Warner theatres. 

Bert Prince given leave of ab- 
sence after death of father. 

Warner and Arthur Hartford the- 
atres again swap courtesies, 

Greenwood cuts ‘Variety’ clip- 
ping and now hopes to get the daily 
letter from Boston. 

Capitol theatre announces an- 
other admissior cut to 25 cents and 
35 cents for night. F. & M. presen- 
tations and first run feature. 


Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 








Wrestling matches still draw. 

Alice Joy for auto show through 
KSO. 

Abe Plank into new offices in 
Capitol Theatre building. 

Cc. E. Lockhart from State, Cedar 
Rapids to manage Strand. 

Everybody remembering Lillian 
Miles when she was Lillian. 

K. A. Becker now managing the 
Garden, succeeding F. R. Peterson. 

Bob McGrew, Lola Lane’s old 
heart, married just before Lola got 
her decree. 

Pathe boys’ shooting new secy. 
agriculture-to-be scooped farm fore- 
closure rioting. 

Emily Keller May home from four 
year engagement Hotel Geo. Wash- 
ington, Jacksonville. 


Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 








Capitol starts doing westerns. 

Billy Shaw talks of his hit songs— 
three for 1G. 

Increasing use of scrip and due- 
bills in trading. 

E. H. Fitzgibbons dealing for a 
new stock company. 

Husk O'Hare and his band played 
the Inter-Frat Ball. 

State Fair board is pleading for 
100Gs to allay the deficit. 

Mercury got down to 23 below 
zero—quartered show biz. 

Jean Calloway packed ’em at the 
Marigold for the second time in a 
month. 

Land outstate which almost 
started a gold rush a year ago is 
being sold for $10 an acre. 

Rialto ran a full day without 
heat after boiler overflowed and the 








thermometer registering 14 below. 
Dog hospital is suing Don Monroe 
for a housing bill and he’s counter- 


CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





Dorothea Wiecke. 


Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). 


Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). 


Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 


Namensheirat. (German) (FAF). 
Jan, 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 


el. March 


Noel, Robert Brunier. 80 mins. 
Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). 


Scampolo (A-R) 
Feb, 15. 
Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum. 
Carl Joeken, egfried Arno. 
June 28. 
Sein Scheidungsgrund 
Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 
Storm Over Zakopane, The. 
the mountains. Time, 8 
Taenzerin von Sansouci. 
Tempest (German) (Protex). 
ert Siedmak. 90 mins, 
Tingle Tangle. (New Era) (Ger). 


(German) 


mins. 


Drama. 


Veapess (German) (Protex). 


Victoria und thr Hussar (A-R) 
March 1. 

Voice of the Desert, The. (Ca 
locales. Adam Brodzicz, 

Weekend in Paradise. 
stein 
Rel. Nov. 1 

Yorck (German) (Protex). 

Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 

Zapfenstrelch Am Rhein. 

Siegfried Arno. 


90 mins. 


Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. 


ye 


Tobis Forenfilms, 


Maedchen In Uniform (Krimsky) (German). 
Dir. Richard Froehlich. 


Dir. Hans Syeinoff. Time, 96 mins. 
An American engineer looks at Russia, 
Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel. 


<Sermnn) (Capital). 


17 . 
Drama. 


Cuando te Suicidas (Paramount) (Spanish). 


Quand te Tues Tu (Paramount) (French). 
Rel. March 15 


(Capital) 
Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 71 mins. Rel, 


(Protex). 
80 mins. Rel. March 1. 


(Capital) = 
Rel. . 25. 


See ‘Barberina’. 


Rel. March 1. 
Comedy. Ernest Verebes, Fritz “3 eee 

Elizabeth Pinajeff. Dir. Japp Speyer. May 15. 

Circus drama. Anna Sten. 


ital) (Polish). 
ary Bogda. Time, 89 mins. 


(Capital) (Ger). 
Elsie Elster, Trude Berliner. 


Historical drama. 
Rel. Nov. 1. 


(Whitney) (Ger.). 
Dir, Jaap Speyer. 


Rel. Sept. 1. 


(Continued from page 31) 


Hertha Thiele, 
Rev. Sept. 27. 


Poignant drama. 
Rel, Jan, 10. 


Man Brauch Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musical farce. Dir. Karl Boese, 
Rel. Nov. 10. 
Mein Leopold. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich. Max Adalbert,. 


Rel. April 1 


Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 


Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). ke i erome. Werner Krauss. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. Rel, Rev. Nov. 
Miche (Paramount) (French). Musical comedy. Suzy Vernon, Robert Burnier, 
Dranem. 80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Dec. 6. 


See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 


Farce. Siegfried Arno. 8§ 


Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 mins. Rel, 


1914. Cantal) sGer) Prelude to the world war. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 1 

Oberst Redil. (Capital) (Ger). Spy thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir, 
Kar] Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. 

Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). Musical. Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina, 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Piri Mindent Tud (Arkay) (iteag.). Farce. Dir. Stephen Szekely. 75 mins, 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Purpur und Waschbiau. be ena) (Ger). Dramatis comedy. Hansi Niese, 
Else Elster. Dir. M eufield. Time, 85 mins. Rel. ly 30. 


Musical. Argentina. 90 mins, 


Farce comedy. Drean, Noele 


Military farce. Fritz Kampers, Lucie 


Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11 

Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish). Hardships of an art career. Agnes 
Petersen. Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Richthofen, Red Ace of Germany. (Gould) (Ger). en ay yt Self ex- 
planatory. Dir. Robt. Slezich. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. 

Ronny (Protex) (Ger). Operetta. Kaethe we Nagy wy oe Dir, 
Emerich Kalman. 85 mins, Rel. April 1. Rev. April 19 

(Ger). Cinderella romance, Dolly Haas. "80 mins. Rel, 


(Ger). Musical of Schubert's life, 


Comedy drama. Lien Deyers. 
Rev. March 8. 


(Synchronized.) Danger in 


Emil Jannings, Anna Sten. Dir. Rob- 


Rev. March 22, 


Time, 93 mins. Rel. 
Dir. A. E. "Beaten, 


0 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 10. 
Frenee & (A- = (Ger). Romantic drama. Dorothea Wiecke. 90 mins. Rel. 
eb. 15. 
Ulica schuieats (Polish). Life of the new pare Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan, 31. 
Unknown Heroes. Gagner . f (Polish). » sell police activity. Mary Bogda, 
Adam Brodzicz. ‘ime, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
(Ger.) Viennese operetta. 90 mins. Rel. 


Algerian story in authentie 
Rel. Aug. 25. 

Farce. Otto Wallburg, Julius Falkene 
Dir. Robt. Land. ime, 81 mins. 


Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 
Rev. Nov. 27 


Musical farce. 


Charlotte Susa, 
Rel. Feb, 1. 6 


90 mins. Rey. Feb. 7 


Zirkus Leben. (German) (FAF). Circus drama, Liane Haid. Dir. Heins 
Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev, Jan. 3. 
Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag (German) (Protex). Operetta. Lilian Harvey. 


Rev. Sept. 13. 


Key to address—Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
American-Roumanian Films, 1560 Broadway. 
Associated Cinema, 154 W. 55th St. 
Harold Auten, 1560 Broadway. 
Capital Film Exchange, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Foreign American films, 111 W. 57th St. 
International Cinema, 
John Krimsky, 33 West 42d St. 
Whitney, 350 East 72d St. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
New Era, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 
Symon Gould, 251 W. 89th St. 


1499 First Ave. 


58th St. 
729 Seventh Ave. 


— 





ing with a damage suit because the 
dog died. 

Glenray company opened at the 
Liberty (7) and took up all press 
passes the day after the reviews 
came out. 

Al Poska attempting to sidestep 
a panhandler told him he had noth- 
ing less than a dollar bill. The ac- 
ecoster cheerfully offered to make 
change from his own pocket. 





Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 





Fox doing better than fair with 
‘Strange Interlude.’ 

‘The Mummy’ did capacity biz at 
State for four out of five days. 

More than 2,000 couples attended 
annual baker’s union ball at Ma- 
sonic temple. 

Trianon ballroom staging Inland 
Empire Fox Trot contest as a biz 
stimulator. Entry list shows the 
draw in such exploitation. 

Plan to tax all electric signs in 
city being talked by city council. 
Theatres again will take the hard- 
est rap if schedule goes through. 

Bootlegging in hospitals nipped 
by fed prohi men, claiming to have 
received liquor intended for patients. 
Prosecution will be made in the 
case of several arrests growing out 
of the new racket. 


Canton 


By Rex McConnell 





Dick Bahl, formerly of Mansfield, 
new man at Canton ‘Repository.’ 

George White’s ‘Scandals,’ first 
legit of the winter, due at Colonial 
Akron, Mar. 3. 





Harry A. Ackley, Baltimore, Md., 








new manager at Rock Springs Park, 
Chester, W. Va. 

Stage shows out temporarily at 
Palace theatre. Doing only fair with 
straight pictures. 

Vincent Lopez booked for New 
Land o’ Dance Mar. 2, Canton, after 
absence of several years. 

‘Pop’ Crawford lands his ‘Ohio 
Northerners,’ Ohio Northern Uni- 
versity band, two weeks’ contract 
at Crystal Slipper, Cleveland. 

Old Grand Opera house _ goes 
grind with steck, vaude, and sound 
movies at 10 and 15. Union stage 
hands sponsoring the shows. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 








Jack Langhorne has gone nup- 
tial. 

The auto show due to cold and @ 
dime admish was an olive. 

Henry Holtam’s name appears on 
paper as manager of Jefferson. 

Boots Mallory, Alabama gal, is 
after a divorce from Charles Ben- 
nett. 

‘How 
‘movie censor,’ 
Wallace. 

Some hope is seen now for de- 
feat of the theatre tax and gross 
sales tax. 

Leroy Sims has a job with A.P., 
leaving the throwaway, ‘This Week 
in Birmingham.’ 

Being minus a trap drummer, 
tudy Clark had to wave the wand 
and the sticks, too. 

E. M. Henderson is managing 
editor of that new tab daily known 
as ‘Mirror,’ which is really a prehi 
mouthpiece. 


I do hate being called @ 
pipes Mrs. Neil R. 
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‘present shows at a smaller price 


Tuesday, February 14, 1933 
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OBITUARY 


THOMAS B. LOTHIAN 

™homas Buxton Lothian, manager 
of Colonial theatre, Boston, for 33 
dean of local theatre man- 
and one of the best known 
legit house executives in country, 
died Feb. 9 at his home, Brookline, 
Mass. He hac been ill for six 
weeks. 

Known to all as Tom Lothian, he 
was son of Napier Lothian, 40 years 
musical director of the Boston the- 
atre. His mother was Clara Rivers. 
premiere danseuse and afterwards 
leading lady. 

He became ticket seller at Colum- 
bia theatre in 1890, under Harris & 
Atkinson, playing Charles Frohman 
Empire Stock productions. Lothian 
became treasurer, with Henry B. 
Harris, later famous as producer, as 
manager of house. 

In 1900, when Isaac B. Rich, Wil- 
liam Harris and Charles Frohman 
opened the Colonial, they brought 


years, 
agers, 


William 


His wife, two brothers and a sister 
| survive. 


CHARLES PERLEY 

Charles Ferley, 47, an actor. 
Feb. 10 of heart disease at his home 
in Santa Ana, Cal. 

Originally cn the stage, he turned 
to pictures in their early days and 
was a member of the old Biograph 
and Kinemacolor. He was a mem- 
ber of the Lambs and former mem- 
ber of Equity. 

Survived by his widow, the for- 
mer Louise Hall, and two sons. 


JOHN R. DAVIDSON 
John R. Davidson,’ 73, for many 
years a cornetist and leader of 
bands and orckestras, died Feb. 8 
at Fall River, Mass. 


GEORGE B. CONNOR 
George Bryant Connor, 54, 
in the Knickerbocker hospital, 


died 
New 








over Lothian as manager. In 1921 
A. L. Erlanger made Lothian gen- 
eral representative of K. & E., con- 
trolling then the Colonial, Hollis 
and Tremont, 


PERCY HEATH 

Percy Heath, 48, associate pro- 
ducer at Paramount, died at his 
home in Hollywood, Feb. 9, from a 
heart attack, following an extended 
illness, 

He was born in Perry, Mo. After 
attending Baltimore college and the 
University of Maryland, Heath 
threw his lot with the newspaper 
game until 1906, when he joined 
David Belasco as press agent. Next 
in his career was the exploitation 
of Minnie Maddern Fiske, then to 
the Henry Savage forces. 

In 1918, he entered pictures as a 
writer on the Universal staff, later 
being promoted to scenario editor. 
Subsequently, he worked for Metro, 
Realart, FBO and Metropolitan. 

On rejoining Paramount in 1930, 
Heath did screen stories and adap- 
tations for Clara Bow and others 
of the studio’s stars, with his ele- 


York, Feb. 5. He spent some 30 
years on the stage, chiefly in stock, 
starting with T. Daniel Frawley’s 
co. in San Francisco. He had also 
done a vaudeville act with Grace 


Hoff. 
Interment in the Actors’ Fund 
plot, Kensico. 
LOUIS SEIDMAN 
Louis Seidman, 51, an old-time 


burlesque manager, died in New 
York Feb. 5. Services were held 
by the Jewish Theatrical Guild, of 
which he was a member, 





WM. F. HEFFRON 
William F. Heffron, 8, died Feb. 
8 at Allston, Mass. He formerly was 
vice-president of Independent Films. 


Mrs. Thomas H. Burke, wife of 
the manager of the Liberty theatre 
at Cumberland, Md., and mother of 
Daniel P. Burke, manager of the 
Burke theatre in the same city, 
died Jan, 28. 





Fred Lapp, 60, died Feb. 6, in 





Buffalo, N. Y., from a heart attack. 





Cc. E. 


February 


BRAY 


14, 1932 





vation to associate producer fol- 
lowing. Before his death he had 
completed ‘From Hell to Heaven’. 

Widow and one son, Burton, sur- 
vive. 


W. W. GENTRY 


W. W. Gentry, 76, one of the 
founders of the Gentry Bros. dog 
and pony circuses, died in Hot 
Springs, Ark., Feb. 7. 

Gentry, with his brothers, special- 
ized in small tent shows with a pro- 
gram consisting iargely of trained 
ponies and dogs with a couple of 
clowns. They worked on an inex- 
pensive hook-up, and were able to 


than that charged by one-ring cir- 
tuses. They had half a dozen shows 
tovering various parts of the coun- 
try in the height of their success, 
and these were highly profitable for 
a long period. About 20 years ago 
they disbanded. The shows were 
subsequently revived by the brothers 
of the dead man, but he remained in 
reti.2ment at Hot Springs, where he 
served as labor commissioner during 
the World War and in 1920-21 as 
city manager. At the time of his 
death he was a county election com- 
missioner and director in a bank. 


WILLIAM S. SHAFER 
William §S. Shafer, 61, prominent 
upper Ohio Valley theatre executive, 
died suddenly at his home in Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., Sunday, Feb. 4, follow- 
in a heart attack. He had been in 
failing health for several years. 


Lapp was a member of local 33, 
IATSE, Los Angeles. He is sur- 
vived by his wife. 





Brother, 27, of Adele Westing, 
secretary to J. J. Milstein, MGM 
branch manager at Los Angeles, 
died Feb. 3, at Los Angeles, after 
a short illness. 





Father, 60, of Cliff Winehill, died 


in New Orleans last week, 


Music Trade 


(Continued from page 47) 
Warners throws its 
the Witmark 





Paramount lot. 


picture songs into 
catalog. 

Remick, WB subsid also, hasn't 
figured importantly. Ditto Donald- 
son, Douglas & Gumble, Ager, 
Yellen & Bornstein nor Mills Music 
although latter gets a moderate 
song every so often and perhaps 
does more with its orchestrations 
and mechanicals than the average 
because of the torrid style of com- 
positions by colored talent which it 
features. 

Miller Music, relatively new firm, 
is well backed financially and sticks 
over a waltz hit every so often, but 
how much it’s cost to accomplish 
that is debatable. 

Morris’ Hoke Ballads 

Joe Morris has a system all his 
own to push over hoke ballad hits. 
It’s generally deprecated, but in the 








With his brother, George Shafer, he 
Was active in the management of 
the Court and Victoria theatres in 
"heeling, until they were acquired 
hree years ago by Warner Bros. 
He was manager of the Victoria the- 
tre here several years and also 





anaged houses in Steubenville, O. 


same breath all wouldn’t mind get- 
ting hold of a ‘Little Street Where 
Old Friends Meet’ for themselves— 
nor to adopt the same subsidiza- 
tion system of which Morris is un- 
officially accused. 

These firms’ names, taken off a 
jobber’s bulletin, also includes the 


; ON, 


died | 


following lesser firms, some of 
whom have been prominent off and 
in direct ratio to their show- 
Olman, Marlo, Keit- 
Engel, Santly, Kornheiser (now 
bankrupt and _ defunct), Irving 
Caesar, Inc., Villa Moret, Sherman 
Clay, Jenkins, Ted Browne, Vin- 
cent-Howard, Superior, 
White, M. M. Cole, F. 
Luz Bros., Mort Beck, Alfred Law- 
j}rence, Goodman, Chappell-Harms 
| (standard), Sing Song, Dave Ringle, 
L. B. Curtis, Will Rossiter, Modern, 
Forster, Joe Davis, Alpha, Sunland, 
Southern, Belwin, Piedmont, Broad- 
way, Harry Von Tilzer, Bibo-Lang, 
Handy Bros., not to mention such 
important standard publishers as 


ings with hits: 


Ditson, Chappell, Schirmer, Schu- 
berth, Carrie Jacobs-Bond, and 
others, 


All such firms cut in on one an- 
other. 

With a 5,000 copy sale daily 
necessary for the big firms to break 
even, some are lucky to see 2,000 
copies (at 18c average that figures 
$360 a day) move out of the place. 
3etween all firms, doubtful if 300,- 


000 copies a week move off the 
shelves. 
June 1st 
Survival of the fittest, and the 


hope that the unfit will be shaken 
out by June 1, is now being deemed 
the sole salvation of the popular 
music publishers. With so many 
indie firms cropping up, it merely 
cuts up the business just that much 
more. 

Every so often the sporadic 
moderate hits crop up and it rein- 
spires others anew for, unlike any 
other writing or publishing craft, 
the yen to be your own publisher 
springs eternal in the hearts of the 
average songsmith or plugger. 

When Marlo, for example, last 
year started off like a whirlwind 
and wound up with ‘Home’ and 
about $60,000 in the till, it made lots 
of others hot and bothered. That 
that 60 grand, with present condi- 
tions, couldn’t last, especially if no 
more hits of the ‘Home’ calibre 
happened along, seems completely 
forgotten in the general fever. 

It’s so easy to make a hit from a 
manuscript, providing it’s ‘there,’ 
that this yen seems to be endless. 
It’s also the bane and pain of the 
other publishers, who realize that 
an expensive organization is extra- 
neous when anybody with a few or- 
chestrations can make +he rounds 
of the plug spots and get about as 
much action as they do with their 
costly organizations. However, with 
sheet sales so low, and even a hit 
meaning little, the established firms 
see some hope through the elimina- 
tion of these sporadic sharpshoot- 
ing firms which, while they’re going 
after that initial help-a-little-fel- 
low-along ‘co-operation,’ cut in on 
the sales and revenue of the others. 


B. and O. Routes 
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U 
Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plasa H., Miami. 


Vv 


Valentz, Val., Lakeside Casino, Denver. 
a eg Jads, Statler H., Boston, 
Vallee, Rudy, 111 W. Sith St., M.. ae & 

Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson 8t., New 
Brunswick, J. 

Van Steeden, Towers H., Brook- 
lyn, N. 
Venuti, 
Ns we’ Ge 
Vito, King, Rose Room D. H., L. A. 
Vogel, Ralph, 2562 Coral St. Phila. 
Voorhees, Don, NBC, N. Y, C. 


w 


Waring’s Penna, 2 J. O'Connor, 
merstein T. Bidg., N. Y. 
Watters, Lou, 1907 104th’ Ave., Oakland. 
Walker, Ray, 201 St. James Pl., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y¥. 
Way, Paul. Topsy’se Roost, Southgate, Cal 
Wayne, Hal, New Yorker C., Hollywood. 
Weber, Thos.. Breakfast C., "L. A. 
Weeks. Anson, St. Regis H.. _ a. ie 
Weems, Ted, Pennsylvania Hotel, =. Be 
Weidner. Art, 44 Wawona &t., S. F. 
Welch. Roy, Fulton-Royal, B'klyn. 
Werner, Ed.. Michigan T., Detroit. 
Wesley. Jos.. 817 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 
West, Ray, Pacific Coast C., Long Beach, 
Cal. 
Wetter, Jos., 617 Adams Ave., Scranton, 


a 
Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman 8t., Brooklyn. 
Whedden, Jay, Miramar H., Santa, Moni 


Peter, 


Joe, Sert R, Waldorf-Astoria H, 


ca, Cal. 
Whiteman. Paul, Biltmore H., N. Y. C. 
Whityre, Everett, New Hartford, N. Y. 


Williamson, Ted.. tsle of Paims H. 
Charleston, 8. C. 
Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmington. 
Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens. Toledo 
Wilson, Meredith, NBC, S. F. 
Winebrenner, w. 8., 267 Frederick 8t.. 
Hanover, Pa. 
Wittenbrock, Al., 1808 T St, Sacramento, 
Cal. 
Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 
Wolf, Leo, Vanity Fair C., Chicago. 
Wolfe, Rube, c-o Fanchon & Marco 
Holly wood. 
Wolohan, Johnny, E) Patio B. R., 8. F. 
Wray. Robby, KFOX, Long Beach, Cal 
Wright, Joe, 410 Mille Bidg., 8. F. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19h 8t., Bklyn. 
Wylie, Allister, Coronado H., 8t. L. 
i 


Yaw Ralph, KERN, Bakersfield, 
Young, Marty, 4300 Pershing Dr., E! 
Paso. 

z 


Ziller. Les, Virginia B. R., Long spore, | 
Zooper's Arabian Kauights, Keego Ha 





Casas Lake, Mich. 


yreen & | 
B. Haviland, | 


Cal | 


Toronto Benefit for 
~~. 2 “e . 
Crippled Girl Diver 
Toronto, Feb. 13. 
Promoted by a committee of 
locals, a benefit perfurmance was 
staged at the Hollywood theatre to 
funds to enable Belle Lichman 





|} raise 

‘to go to Vienna for specialized 
| surgical treatment, following an in- 
| jury to her spine last August dur- 


at the Canadian National 

The girl has been help- 
accident and is doom- 
say doctors 


|}ing a dive 
| Exhibition. 
less since the 
ed to paralysis for life, 


benefit in her husband's ace house. 


TENN. FAIRMEN CONTENT. 
WITH 50% STATE AID 








Nashville, Feb. 13. 
Members of the Association of 
Tennessee Fairs, conducting their 


eleventh annual meeting Tuesday, 
February 7, in the Noel Hotel, re- 
solved to ask for a State appropria- 
tion for fair premiums of $30,000 a 
year for the next two years, repre- 
senting more than a 50% slash from 
last year’s figure. 

That O. E. Van Cleave, State Com- 
missioner of Agriculture,, would 
favor such an appropriation was 
indicated by Frank 
Memphis, who had just conferred 
with Van Cleave. 

The following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: John R. Wade, 
Trenton, president; A. A. Oliver, 
Paris, ice-president for West Ten- 
nessee; Pat Kerr, LaFollette, vice- 
president for East Tennessee; A. W. 
McCartney, Lebanon, vice-president 
for Middle Tennessee, and W. F. 
Parry, Jackson, secretary and treas- 
urer, All were re-elected with the 
exception of Mr. Kerr, who suc- 
ceeded John A. Jones. 

President Wade suggested the 
$30,000 appropriation be divided as 
follows: Knoxville, $5,000; Nash- 
ville, $5,000; Memphis, $5,000; Jack- 
son, $2,000; beef cattle show, $1,- 
500; dairy cattle show, $1,500, and 
county fairs, $10,000. 








Regular Girls 





(Continued from page 23) 
man—cheer them on to renewed en- 
thusiasm for hiding their doll-like 
faces beneath caricatured masks. 

Back of this longing to change 
their faces gnaws a secret inferi- 
ority. Dialog has shattered the poise 
of the girls who crashed pictures 
with only a camera 
them. They could handle the early 
talker lines, but now that dialog has 
smartened up, now that it uses the 
current reverse English to make its 
points, they have no equipment with 
which to master it save self-con- 
scious giggles. They can’t talk so- 
phisticated and feel comfortable, so 
they try to look it. 

The stage girls, with their ability 
to read a comedy line and let it 
float instead of crash like lead, have 
inspired a leavening sense of humor 
into the work of a few quick-to- 
eatch-on others. Joan’ Blondell 
knows how to be pithy. Constance 
3ennett has learned how to laugh 
at herself. Jean Harlow doesn’t 
take herself altogether seriously any 
more. Ann Dvorak, Joan Bennett, 
Karen Morley now pause occasion- 
ally in their dark emoting to let a 
beam of merriment in. Film ac- 


tresses are beginning to relax a 
little even though they are still 
pretty scared and taut, They’re 
trying—they’re observing. 

Cuties Tire ° 


The hoydens, who went out with 
Clara Bow and the Jazz Age, can 
come back with Clara. She’s shown 
that the home folks keep a place in 
their hearts for a spitfire. Their 
allegiance to docile little kittens has 
begun to dwindle. Janet Gaynor 
adds a little grit to her milk and 
honey lately. Marian Nixon doesn't. 
Cute tricks and little innocents 
began to bore with hard times. No- 
body has any patience for 
helplessness what with their 
| troubles. Marie Dressler, 





| Hopkins, Kay Francis, Wynne Gib- 
| son, can take care of themselves. | 
That’s what the people like now 
women who are down to earth, an 
Aline MacMahon, who knows what 
it’s about. 

She doesn't have to be a beauty, 
Let her just be regular, be natural, 
and she’d better not be a cry baby. 


be herself. 


here. Benefit receipts went to the 
girl in full. 

Since the accident, Mrs. Jules J. 
Allen, wife of an Ontario chain- 
theatre owner, has provided a nurce 
for the girl. With hope held eut 
for recovery, Mrs. Allen staged the | 


D. Fuller of; 


face to steady | 


lisping | 
own | 
Miriam | 


|SCHENCKS LETTING GO. 
OF PALISADES PARK 


Joe and Nick Schenck are giving 
up their interests in Palisades Park, 
Palisades, N. J., which they took 
over 23 years ago. In good times 
the amusement park overlooking the 
HKiudson river made as high as $S80,- 
000 profit a season. Lately it has 


been a loser. 

The Schencks were generally be- 
lieved to be the owners of the park, 
but are now declared te have been 
operating lessees only. In 1910 the 
Schenck brothers gave up their 
Paradise Park in the Bronx to take 
lover Palisades, built the year be- 
|fore. At that time it amounted to 
ja dance hall and a couple of con- 
;}cessions. Schencks’ deal was with 
the Realty Trust, which had taken 
the park from the builder. 

The brothers went their separate 
Ways, each becoming an individual 
| factor in the picture and theatre 
|business, but the one connection 
ithey maintained was their mutual 
interests in the Jersey park. 

Palisades undér the Schencks’ 
operation through Loew’s became 
; the best-known outdoor amusement 
park in the east outside of Coney 
Island. With its lights apparent 
from across the Hudson river, it has 
had a big draw from upper New 
York. 





Chi Expo Chain Sales 
Ruled Illegal in Wis. 


Milwaukee, Feb. 13. 

A slightly different type of chain 
selling made its appearance here 
the past week, but failed to click 
owing to the early interference of 
the detective bureau. 

The stock in trade was a $1.50 
combination ticket to the Chicago 
<xpo. Coupons for 20 drinks of 
orange juice at designated Chicago 
dispensaries were included in the 
transaction. Buyers were told that 
they could sell tickets to others 
with a commission of 25 cents per 
ticket after the first three had been 
disposed of. 

Sponsors of the idea who had 
dropped in from Chicago had ad- 
vertised for local salespeople, but 
departed when informed by local 
authorities that selling of that kind 
is illegal in Wisconsin. 


Tom Mix Abroad 


Tom Mix may go to Europe in the 
spring for three months of personal 
appearances in England and on the 
Continent. Tony would go along. 

William Morris office is working 
on the dates, with William Morris, 
Jr., talking it over with Mix on the 
Hollywood end. 





—_—— 











‘101’ to Tour in ’33 


Col. Zack Miller, who returned to 
his home after the Tom Mix trial 
at Erie, Pa., via Pittsburgh, told 
friends in the latter city that the 
‘101 Ranch’ wild west would go 
out next year, a 30-car show. 

The show, which is held under 
the ownership of the Western Show 
company, has never been affected 
and the receivership of Fred 
Clark for the Miller Bros. ‘101 
Ranch’ will be ended this month. 


LETTERS 


When “ending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Maii Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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SMART MANAGERS 


Get the crowds by giving 
a big full flashy pack of 
chewing gum (Spearmint 
and all flavors) Free to 
Patrons. Street-Men and 
Conressionaires make 
100% Profit with flashy 
mw packages. Try Gum. 

HELMET GUM SHOPS, CINCINNATI, 0. 
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Tuesday, February 14, 1933 











ILLUSION : 


On top of a table are seen the head and body of 
a woman from the waist up. She winks. She 
smiles, She talks. She answers your questions and 
even smokes a cigarette! 


EXPLANATION : 


Let’s look at cigarettes. 

There’s a current illusion that by 
HEAT TREATMENT inferior, raw to- 
baccos can be made to equal choice 
tobaccos in mildness and flavor. 

THE EXPLANATION: A// cigarette 
manufacturers use the heat-treating 
process. 

Inferior, low-cost tobaccos nat- 
urally require a more intense treat- 
ment than the choice, ripe tobaccos 
used in making Camels. 

But neither the heat treatment nor 
any other treatment can take the 


It’s all done with mirrors. The lower half of the 
woman is concealed by mirrors set in a V, which 
reflect the drapery on both sides of the stage, 
giving the illusion that nothing is beneath the 
table. The rear legs of the table are not visible. 
What is seen is a mirror reflection of the front 


legs. 


Source: “Magic Stage Illusions and Scientific Diversions”’ 
by Albert A. Hopkins... Munn & Co., New York. 








Copyright, 1933, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 
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L7s FON 70 BE POOLED 
... ILS MORE FUN To Kvow 


place of good tobacco and perfect 
blending. 

Nature is the only real magician. 
Choice tobacco is the only way to get 
real mildness and flavor. 


—- it is a fact, well known by 
leaf tobacco experts, that 
Camels are made from finer, 
MORE EXPENSIVE tobaccos than 
any other popular brand. 


This is the secret of Camels’ cool, 
rich flavor...their delicate “bouquet” 
and aroma...their non-irritating 
mildness...the satisfaction you get. 
It’s the tobacco that counts. 

All the natural goodness of 
Camel’s tobacco is kept fresh 
for you by the air-tight, 
welded Humidor Pack. 
Don’t remove it. Its mois- 
ture-proof cellophane also 
protects your Camels from 
dust and germs. 


NO TRICKS 









TOBACCOS 


—— 





JSOST COSTLIER 


IN A MATCHLESS BLEND 
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